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Week Ending Friday, October 2, 1998

Statement on the International
Economy
September 25, 1998

At a time of global financial turmoil, we
should be working together to build a new
bipartisan international economic policy that
strengthens America’s competitive edge. Re-
newing traditional authority is the right thing
to do, but now was clearly the wrong time
to vote on it.

The House of Representatives should
focus its energies on making sure that the
International Monetary Fund is strong
enough to confront the financial crisis that
threatens our economy today. That legisla-
tion has strong bipartisan support in the Sen-
ate but has become entangled in politics in
the House. Strengthening the IMF is the sin-
gle most important thing we can do now to
protect American farmers, ranchers, and
workers who depend on exports to make a
living.

At a time when we need to forge a new
consensus on trade, Congress has chosen
partisanship over progress. To move our
trade policy forward this year, Congress still
has time to enact important legislation from
the Africa trade legislation to the global ship-
building treaty and the Caribbean Basin Ini-
tiative. And when Congress returns next year,
we should do the hard work of building a
bipartisan coalition for traditional negotiating
authority so that we can build on our success-
ful record of expanding markets for Amer-
ican goods, services, and agricultural exports.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Joint Statement on United States-
Saudi Relations
September 25, 1998

His Royal Highness Crown Prince
Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz, First Deputy Prime

Minister and Head of the Saudi Arabian Na-
tional Guard, visited Washington, D.C. Sep-
tember 23–25, 1998 at the invitation of Vice
President Al Gore.

The visit is in the framework of the close,
strong and historic relations between the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the United
States of America stretching back more than
a half century to President Roosevelt and
King Abdul Aziz. It reflects the desire of both
governments to have periodic high-level con-
sultations to assure coordination of policies
that affect mutual interests. Crown Prince
Abdullah was received by President Clinton
and Vice President Gore, as well as Secretary
of State Albright. In addition, he received
calls from Secretary of the Treasury Rubin,
Secretary of Energy Richardson and Deputy
Secretary of Defense Hamre.

The two sides discussed topics of mutual
interest and concern. Both sides pledged to
cooperate fully in the search for comprehen-
sive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East
based on Security Council Resolutions 242
and 338 and the principle of land for peace.
The United States updated the Crown Prince
on America’s efforts to put the peace process
back on track. President Clinton explained
the progress made in narrowing the gaps dur-
ing Ambassador Dennis Ross’s recent visit to
the region. Secretary Albright is meeting
with Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu and
Chairman Arafat in New York this week to
continue this process in an effort to achieve
agreement on the basis of President Clinton’s
ideas. In this context, the United States ex-
pressed concern about unilateral acts taken
by either side that undermine confidence in
the negotiations.

Saudi Arabia expressed its full support for
the peace efforts exerted by the United
States and Saudi Arabia’s willingness to sup-
port whatever the Palestinian side agrees to
in the service of peace. Saudi Arabia ex-
pressed its deep concern about Israeli unilat-
eral actions, including in Jerusalem, which
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could prejudge the outcome of the final sta-
tus negotiations, and also called on Israel to
fully implement the Oslo and Washington ac-
cords and to cooperate with the United
States’ initiative to reinvigorate the process.
The United States and Saudi Arabia expect
the two sides to strictly abide by their obliga-
tions. At the same time, the two sides under-
scored the importance of resuming negotia-
tions on the Syrian and Lebanese tracks of
the peace process as soon as possible in an
effort to facilitate a comprehensive peace.
Both countries expressed their support for
the implementation of Resolutions 425 and
426.

During their discussion on Iraq, the two
sides expressed their serious concern at the
Iraqi government’s decision to suspend co-
operation with the UN Special Commission
(UNSCOM) and the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA). They called upon
the Iraqi government to comply with the re-
cent UN Resolution which states that Iraq’s
action is totally unacceptable, and which de-
mands that Iraq resume cooperation with
UNSCOM and the IAEA. They agreed that
the only way to alleviate the suffering of the
Iraqi people lies in strict adherence to all Se-
curity Council Resolutions. They expressed
their sympathy with the Iraqi people and sat-
isfaction with UN resolution 1153 which ad-
dresses humanitarian needs.

Both countries welcome Iran’s stated pol-
icy to improve relations with the states of the
region and its renunciation of terrorism, and
hope that these statements will translate into
practice.

They discussed the situation in Afghani-
stan, and expressed support for the efforts
of the United Nations and the Organization
of Islam Conference aiming at a peaceful res-
olution and an end to the fighting. They
called upon Iran and Afghanistan to resolve
their differences by peaceful means. Also,
both sides reaffirmed the danger and threat
that terrorism constitutes for international
security and stability. They called on all coun-
tries to prevent terrorists from operating
from their soil and assist in bringing known
terrorists to justice. They considered that
concerted international action is an effective
way to combat terrorism.

Both sides were united in the view that
the current situation in Kosovo is unaccept-
able and condemned the harsh measures
taken by the Yugoslav government causing
displacement of large segments of the popu-
lation of Kosovo. They also noted with con-
cern the recent nuclear testing in India and
Pakistan and called on all states to sign and
ratify the CTBT at the earliest possible date.

They reviewed the current state of the
international economy. Both sides agreed on
the need to continue to consult closely on
these issues and to continue cooperation to
enhance trade and investment between the
two countries. The United States expressed
its support for Saudi Arabia’s accession to the
World Trade Organization, and both sides
look forward to the increasing trade opportu-
nities and further integration into the global
economy which will flow from Saudi Arabia’s
membership in that organization. Both sides
agreed to continue their efforts to complete
these important economic negotiations as
soon as possible. The American side wel-
comed continued Saudi efforts to enforce
measures for protecting intellectual property
rights and looked forward to further
progress. The two sides renewed their inten-
tions to fully consult and cooperate on the
issues related to global climate change and
will continue to assure that measures taken
in this regard are based on the state of sci-
entific evidence and data. They stressed the
need to encourage technical cooperation and
scientific research in the fields of water; agri-
cultural standards, regulations and policies;
and specification and measurements.

The two sides stressed the importance of
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the world
oil market, and the United States reiterated
its recognition of the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia as a secure and reliable supplier of energy
resources, especially to the United States.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.
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Proclamation 7127—Gold Star
Mother’s Day, 1998
September 25, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Throughout our Nation’s history, brave

Americans have put on the uniforms of our
Armed Services and placed themselves in
harm’s way to preserve our cherished free-
doms and advance the ideals of democracy.
In the brutality of war, many have sacrificed
their lives, bringing devastating pain and
grief to their families and friends. No one
feels such a loss more acutely than do the
mothers and fathers of these patriots who
have paid so dearly to serve our country. To
bear and nurture children, to give them life
and unbounded love, to raise them with care
to adulthood, only to lose them to the fatal
grip of war, brings an abiding sorrow.

Yet, with strength and determination, a
group of extraordinary women has trans-
formed sorrow into service to others. Since
1928, America’s Gold Star Mothers have
worked together to serve their communities
and our Nation. They bring comfort and
hope to disabled veterans and their families,
to keep alive the memory of all Americans
who have paid the ultimate price for our free-
dom, and to promote harmony among all the
peoples of the world. Their quest for peace
is especially poignant because they know bet-
ter than most the cruel costs of war. Every
Gold Star Mother has faced the inevitable
and unyielding truth that the proud son or
daughter who marched off to battle will
never come home to her loving arms. Bound
by sorrow yet filled with compassion, Ameri-
ca’s Gold Star Mothers are a noble example
of love, dedication, and patriotism.

As a Nation, we have a sacred duty to re-
member those who have died in service to
our country, but we have an important re-
sponsibility to the living as well. America’s
Gold Star Mothers deserve our unfailing
gratitude and profound respect, not only for
their courage and compassion in the face of
great personal sadness, but also for their con-
stant love for our country and their fellow
Americans. That is why the Congress, by

Senate Joint Resolution 115 of June 23, 1936
(49 Stat. 1895), has designated the last Sun-
day in September as ‘‘Gold Star Mother’s
Day’’ and authorized and requested the
President to issue a proclamation in observ-
ance of this day.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 27, 1998, as
Gold Star Mother’s Day. I call on all govern-
ment officials to display the United States
flag on government buildings on this day. I
also urge the American people to display the
flag and to hold appropriate meetings in their
homes, places of worship, or other suitable
places, as a public expression of the sympathy
and the respect that our Nation holds for its
Gold Star Mothers.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fifth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-eight, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:26 a.m., September 28, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 29. This item was
not received in time for publication in the appro-
priate issue.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner in San Jose,
California
September 25, 1998

Thank you. Thank you, John. I sort of hate
to speak after that. [Laughter] He made a
better case than I could have made for my-
self. I thank you. And I want to thank Mayor
Susan Hammer for her friendship and her
leadership of this great city.

I’m delighted to be back here again, or
in the new Tech, and I do hope that because
of this event tonight you’ll receive even wider
publicity, and you’ll have throngs of children
coming here, learning all the things that they
need to see about their own future. [Ap-
plause] Thank you very much.
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I want to thank all of you for being here
tonight. Some of you are probably in danger
of overexposure. There are several people
here who were with Hillary last night in Se-
attle. [Laughter] And you’ve already heard
the better of the two speeches, I can tell you
that. [Laughter]

We’ve been working—I was in Chicago
today, and she was in Portland and Seattle
last night, and we’re going to, as you know,
spend the night with our daughter tonight.
And then I’m going on to San Diego tomor-
row and then to Texas and then back to
Washington. But I can’t thank you enough,
all of you, for the kind things that you said,
as I was going around before the dinner,
about my family and what we’re dealing with.
And I just want to thank you on a very per-
sonal basis. Even Presidents have to be peo-
ple from time to time, and you made me
feel like one tonight, and I thank you very
much.

I also want to thank you for giving me a
way to work with this community. When I
came out here with Al Gore and we were
working in 1992, I felt that it was imperative
that we establish a strong relationship with
the people and the companies of this area
for what we could do together to rebuild the
American economy, and then to build an
American future that is worthy of our people.
And you mentioned a few of those issues,
but it’s just the last list of issues. We’ve
worked on a lot of things over the last 6 years,
things that I never would have known very
much about, and that most Presidents prob-
ably wouldn’t, had it not been for your input
and your consistent involvement, and even,
sometimes, your stimulating argument. And
I thank you for that.

I don’t know that that was the greatest en-
dorsement my Vice President could ever get,
what John said. [Laughter] But it’s not all
bad. I do want to say something about him.
I thank you for working with him. As you
all know, one of the reasons I asked him to
become my Vice Presidential partner is that
he had a background in technology issues far
superior to mine and a consuming interest
in it. And all of you have fed it and broadened
it, and I’m very grateful to you.

I think that when the historians write
about this administration, they may differ on

whether our economic or social policies were
right or wrong, but one thing is absolutely
beyond question, and that is that the Vice
President has had more influence on more
important issues in more areas than any per-
son in the history of this country that ever
held that job. And he’s made it possible for
us to do a lot of the things that we’ve done,
and I’m very grateful to him.

Now, if I could just run over—you men-
tioned a couple of things. We have worked
out the so-called H–1B visa issue. It will be
coming to my desk soon. And it was done
in a way that’s really good for everybody in
America, because in addition to permitting
more visas of high-skilled people to come
into our country and strengthen us, it also
provides a lot more funds to train our own
people, to upgrade their skills. So it’s a good,
good bill. It has the best of both worlds.

The securities reform legislation is now in
conference and they’re arguing only over
some legislative intent language that those
of you who are working the issue are very
familiar with. But I think we’ll be successful
there. I think we’ve reached a broad agree-
ment on encryption policy and now you just
have to make sure you work with us on the
implementation of it so that the rules don’t
contradict the policy, but instead reinforce
them. And I think we can do that.

There’s legislation to implement the world
intellectual property agreements to which we
are a part, and there’s some problems there,
but I think that on balance it does a lot of
good. And I hope you’ll help us get it right
and get it through. The bill which keeps the
Internet from being interrupted for a period
of time by various kinds of local taxes is mak-
ing its way through the Senate, and there
are some extraneous issues that are having
an impact on it, but those of you who are
working it understand that, and I remain
committed to it. And I think we can be suc-
cessful there. And I think it’s very, very im-
portant.

One other thing I’d like to just say to you
is a lot of you are very concerned, as you
should be for your own markets, with the
situation in Asia. And I am working very, very
hard to help those countries regroup, to re-
store growth, and to limit the reach of the
contagion. I believe we’re doing about all we
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can do at this time, but we need some sup-
port, and I’ll say more about that in a minute.

Now, I mention these issues partly to make
a specific point to Silicon Valley, but partly
to make a more general point. Today I was
at Moffett Air Force Base, and we had an
open arrival. And typically, when we do this,
a couple hundred people will show up that
are associated some way or another with the
base facility. There were about 600 people
there today, and they were all different kinds
of people talking about very specific things
about their lives, things that had changed—
the schools their kids were in, the family and
medical leave law, or other things that we
had all been involved in together.

I entered public life because I thought it
would give me an opportunity to work with
people to help them make the most of their
lives. I believe that Washington would serve
America better if we worried more about the
people that lived outside Washington than
where people stood on the totem pole inside
Washington. And I think you believe that,
too. And that’s what I ask you to think about
tonight.

I’ll be very brief. I want to mention to you
what I think are the central questions facing
the country in this election season which is
unfolding rapidly now, and then what I think
are some of the central questions facing this
country over the next 20 years, because I ask
you to begin thinking about it. We were talk-
ing about it at one of the tables tonight. And
this community has got to continue to be in-
volved in America to help us raise our imagi-
nations and raise our visions toward these
long-term issues as well.

I tell all my fellow Democrats that, con-
trary to what you might think, the great
enemy of our cause in this election is not
adversity, it is, instead, complacency. Be-
cause oftentimes, when people are doing well
and things are doing well and they have a
high level of comfort and confidence, par-
ticularly if they come through a very wrench-
ing time—and our country came through a
pretty wrenching time in the late eighties and
early nineties, indeed throughout the decade
of the eighties—the tendency is to say, ‘‘We’d
like to relax a little bit. We’re tired. Things
are good for us now. We just want to not

think about this.’’ In this case, ‘‘this’’ is poli-
tics right now.

You live in a world that never permits that,
because it’s changing so fast. One thing I’d
like to ask you to do is to think about how
you can communicate that sense of urgency
to the rest of your fellow Americans. And
that’s what I hope to do here tonight—be-
cause even though people may not under-
stand it in the way you do, if you’re struggling
to develop a new product, a new service,
keep up with some new discovery, the truth
is that everyone else’s life is more dynamic
than most people realize as well.

And while I am profoundly grateful that
we have the lowest unemployment rate in
28 years and the lowest crime rate in 25 years
and the smallest percentage of people on
welfare in 29 years, and next week the first
balanced budget and surplus in 29 years, and
the highest homeownership in history, and
we just learned yesterday the lowest African-
American poverty rate ever recorded, the
biggest increase in wages in 20 years—I’m
grateful for all that. The truth is that this
is a dynamic world. And so the right thing
to do is not to rest on that but to build on
it, to ask ourselves, ‘‘Okay, what else needs
to be done?’’

Now, in this election season, I think there
are the following major issues that, to me,
are very important. We had a big vote on
one in the House today. There are some who
say, ‘‘Well, we’re going to have a surplus for
the first time in 29 years and it’s just a few
weeks from the election, so let’s have a tax
cut.’’ And even though I’m not a candidate
anymore and won’t be running for anything
anymore, I understand the appeal of that, but
I think it’s dead wrong. For one thing, I’d
just like to see the red ink turn to black and
dry before we start spending again. [Laugh-
ter] I’ve been working for this for 6 years.
I’d just like to see it dry, you know? [Laugh-
ter]

And in a more serious way, in this world
financial situation we have been a pillar of
stability and strength and responsibility, and
we need to communicate that to people. And
I know it’s popular to offer a tax cut right
here before an election, but in this case it
would be wrong.
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And there’s another reason it’s wrong. It’s
wrong because we finally have, I believe, a
bipartisan consensus for making modifica-
tions in the Social Security system that will
enable us to preserve it when the baby
boomers retire—and at present rates, at
least, there will only be two people working
for every one person drawing. And I can just
tell you the baby boomers are—and a lot of
you are too young to be one—[laughter]—
but, basically, the baby boom generation is
everybody between the ages of 52 and 34.
And when that group—only the present
group in school is bigger than the baby boom
generation. And when that group retires, un-
less we act now in a modest, measured, dis-
ciplined way—and if we don’t do anything
until the time comes to face it, and with every
year it will become a more severe decision
because you’ll be closer in time to it—we’ll
have the decision of either cutting benefits
for seniors so much that we’ll erode the safe-
ty net, which today accounts for 48 percent
of the people on Social Security being lifted
out of poverty—that is, they would be in pov-
erty were it not for Social Security.

Or, in the alternative, we’ll decide we can’t
bear that, and we’ll raise taxes dramatically
to maintain the old system, in which case we
will undermine the standard of living of our
children and grandchildren, which would be
equally wrong. And that’s not necessary. But
in order to avoid it, we have to make an elec-
tion-year decision and tell the American peo-
ple the truth that we ought to do something
for the next 30 years and not for the next
30 days, and save Social Security before we
entertain a tax cut out of this surplus. I think
it is very important.

The second issue, if we want to continue
to lead the world economy, we at least have
to pay our way. For 8 months now, I’ve been
trying to get the Congress to approve our
contribution to the International Monetary
Fund. Now, it’s not perfect. And the IMF
is having to make adjustments, too, to recog-
nize the new realities of the global economy.
But it is the most important instrument for
helping countries, first of all, reform as they
should, and then if they do, get back on their
feet; and, secondly, for helping us limit the
contagion that is now gripping so many Asian
economies from bleeding over into Latin

America, for example, our fastest growing
market as a country, and into countries that
have done a good job in managing their own
economies. I think it is absolutely imperative.

And it’s pretty hard to make an issue this,
normally, esoteric, an issue in an election
year. But I’m telling you, if we don’t exercise
our responsibility to try to stabilize the global
economy, as Alan Greenspan said the other
day, we cannot forever be an island of pros-
perity in a sea of dislocation. We have got
to do this, and I feel very strongly about it.

The third thing that I think is very impor-
tant is that the education agenda be contin-
ually pushed forward. Eight months ago I put
before the Congress an education program
based on the best research about what is
working in our schools. Among other things
in the balanced budget, not spending the sur-
plus, it would provide funds for another
100,000 teachers to be hired to take average
class size down to 18 in the early grades. It
would provide a tax incentive program to re-
build, remodel, or build 5,000 schools at a
time when it’s a big problem. It has the funds
to continue our part of hooking up all the
classrooms to the Internet by the year 2000.
It has funds for another, over a several year
period, 3,000 charter schools—and thank
you, Reed Hastings, for all the work you’ve
done here in California. California is leading
the way, thank you very much.

And a lot of other things that are very, very
important, including paying the college ex-
penses of 35,000 young people who can then
pay their college expenses off by going into
inner-city areas and other areas of teacher
shortage and teaching for a few years to pay
their expenses off. It contains the best exam-
ples of the most reform-oriented, big-city
school system in the country, which I visited
again today, I think for the sixth time, in Chi-
cago, where they have ended social pro-
motion. And underperforming students in
what used to be thought of as the worst big-
city school system in the country—I went to
a school district today where 100 percent of
the kids live in Cabrini-Green, one of the
most economically challenged housing
projects in America. They have doubled their
reading scores and tripled their math scores
in 4 years.
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And there is no social promotion, but they
don’t just throw the kids out. Every child that
doesn’t perform has to go to summer school.
And they have after-school tutoring pro-
grams, so that now the summer school pro-
gram in Chicago is the sixth biggest school
district in America—the summer school.
Over 40,000 children get 3 square meals a
day there. But learning is beginning to occur
because they have standards and accountabil-
ity—but support. They don’t treat children
who don’t perform as failures; they treat
them as people who need more support and
more help. And I think that’s important.

So we need to save Social Security. We
need to fund the IMF. We need to pass the
education program. Two other things I want
to mention. I have worked very hard for the
last 6 years, along with the Vice President,
to persuade the American people that we can
improve the environment and grow the econ-
omy. And compared to 6 years ago, the air
is cleaner; the water is cleaner; the food is
safer; lots of toxic waste dumps have been
cleaned up. But there are still people who
just don’t believe it. And we’re having a huge
environmental fight up there, and protecting
these environmental initiatives is very impor-
tant.

Finally, I strongly believe that Congress
ought to pass a uniform Patients’ Bill of
Rights for the country. And there may even
be some disagreement about that in this au-
dience, but I’d just like to tell you what my
experience is here. There are 160 million
Americans in managed care plans. Forty-
three big managed care companies are sup-
porting this legislation. Why? Because they
provide these protections, and they know
that they’re being punished in the market-
place for doing what they believe is right.

Now, a lot of you are employers, and
you’re concerned about controlling costs, but
let me just tell you some of the things that
are actually happening in America today. In
big cities, if somebody walks outside a hotel
and gets hit by a car, depending on what the
coverage of the plan is, they might drive past
three hospitals to get to an emergency room
covered by the plan, instead of going to the
nearest emergency room. There are places
where, even if your doctor recommends you
see a specialist and says, ‘‘I’m sorry. I can’t

do this,’’ they still can’t get to see a specialist
until they go through three or four layers of
approval.

Many times all these horror stories you
hear about people being denied care are not
quite accurate. Actually, almost always, or
more than half the time, the managed care
company does approve the procedure, but
the delays are so great that it’s too late to
do the right thing.

Another big problem for small businesses
is when the employer changes providers, very
often immediately all the employees are af-
fected by it. Now, that sounds reasonable.
Except if you’re pregnant, and you’re 6
months pregnant, you shouldn’t have to give
up your obstetrician for months 7, 8, and 9.
If you’re in the middle of a chemotherapy
treatment, you shouldn’t have to give it up
in the middle of the treatment. That’s what
this bill does. And it also protects the privacy
of medical records, which I think is very, very
important.

So I think this Patients’ Bill of Rights is
the right thing to do for the country, and
I hope it will pass. Those are the big issues,
to me, that we ought to be fighting for.

Now, in the election, the voters will have
a clear choice. Do they want this kind of
progress, or do they want partisanship? Do
they want this to focus on people, or do they
want this to focus on politics? And you can
help us.

Now, if you look at the long run—let me
just mention something very briefly, just a
few things that I wish you’d begin to think
about. How are we going to change Social
Security and Medicare so that we legiti-
mately care for the elderly without bankrupt-
ing their children and grandchildren? What
are we going to do? We’ll be making those
decisions—I hope and pray—in the first 6
months of next year. How are we going to
do this? The Medicare Commission will com-
plete its report, and we will complete our
year-long work on Social Security in Decem-
ber.

The second question: What else do we
need to do in education, to really provide
world-class education, K through 12, in
America? Everybody knows we’ve got the
best system of higher education in the world,
how are we going to give every child, without
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regard to their circumstances in life, that op-
portunity?

Third question: How can we convince peo-
ple that the problem of climate change is real
and the biggest long-term environmental
challenge, closely related—especially in Cali-
fornia—to the problem of ocean degradation,
which is fast becoming a global problem?
And how can you here, who know it to be
true, convince people that there is no longer
an iron link between old-fashioned, indus-
trial-era energy usage and economic growth?
Because, make no mistake about it, that, in
the end, is what is holding back our advances
in the environment. Most people who are in
decisionmaking capacities honestly believe
you can’t grow an economy unless you use
energy in the way we’ve been using it for
the last 50 years, and unless you use more
of the same kind. You can help; you can make
a huge difference there.

Fourthly, what are we going to do over
the long run—and it has to be done fairly
soon—to modify the world financial system
and the world trading system so it works for
ordinary people and it limits these huge
boom/bust cycles without interrupting the
free flow of capital? I am very worried that
in country after country after country, if you
have year after year after year of falling living
standards, that people will fall out of love
with free markets and free governments.

It’s only been the last 3 or 4 or 5 years
that, for the first time in all human history,
more people are living under governments
that they chose themselves than dictatorships
of one kind or another. This is a precious
gift, this gift of freedom, but we have to
prove that it will work for ordinary people.
And the United States has to take the lead
in that. And all of you have a huge stake in
it—a huge stake in it.

Everything you want to do with the Inter-
net rests on the premise that people will get
freer and freer and freer, and that it is a very
good thing. And you know I believe that. So
we have got to deal with that.

And finally, I just ask you to help me—
I got the last report of the President’s Initia-
tive on Race last week, and I’ve got this on
my mind, too. If you think about what I do
in foreign policy as your representative—
we’re worried about Kosovo today. What is

Kosovo? It’s an ethnic conflict between Serbs
and Albanian Muslims. What is going on in
the Middle East? It’s an ethnic and religious
conflict. I’m going to do a lot of work on
that next week. What is the conflict that
we’re celebrating—I hope the final end of—
in Northern Ireland? It’s a religious conflict.

You may have been reading—a few years
ago we had this horrible war in Rwanda,
where over three-quarters of a million people
were killed in a tribal conflict. And now in
the Congo there are five different countries
intervening in their conflict there and part
of it is the settling of old scores among tribal
conflicts.

Now, here in Silicon Valley, you see people
from all over the world, from all different
racial and ethnic groups and religious and
cultural backgrounds, finding a way to work
together to make common cause. And over
the long run it may be our ability to prove
that we can preserve and advance the Amer-
ican system and give deeper meaning to the
Constitution of the United States as we grow
more diverse, than anything else that will
permit us to be a powerful force for good
in the 21st century.

And so I say to you, I hope you’ll keep
working on that, and I hope you’ll keep lifting
that up, because I see deep in the heart of
people all over the world this almost compul-
sive drive to define themselves in negative
terms, in the fact that their life has meaning
because they are not the ‘‘other,’’ whatever
the ‘‘other’’ is. And just the way you do things
here is a constant, daily rebuke to that. And
that’s what America has to do. We have to
prove that we are bringing out the best in
each other if we hope to be a positive force
in bringing out the best in people throughout
the world.

Finally, let me just say that I believe that
the best days of this country are still ahead
of us. And I believe that we have been given
a precious gift, but an enormous responsibil-
ity. The real question before is, now that we
have all this prosperity, now that we have
all this confidence, now that we have this
dominant position in the world, what are we
going to make of this moment? Are we going
to relax? Are we going to feed on each other?
Are we going to care for each other and build
a better tomorrow? I think I know what your
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answer is, and I want you to help me make
that America’s answer.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:55 p.m. at the
Tech Museum of Innovation. In his remarks, he
referred to dinner host John Doerr; Mayor Susan
Hammer of San Jose; and Reed Hastings, chief
executive officer, Technology Network. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
September 26, 1998

Good morning. As everyone knows, cancer
can be the cruelest of fates—it strikes nearly
every family. It struck mine; I lost my mother
to cancer.

Losses like these are the reasons why tens
of thousands of Americans are coming to-
gether today on the National Mall in Wash-
ington, DC, with one common purpose: to
focus our entire Nation’s attention on cancer.
Gathering today are patients and survivors,
families and friends, doctors, and Americans
from all walks of life. The Vice President,
who’s been a real leader in our administra-
tion’s struggle against cancer, will join their
ranks and will speak about the specific steps
we’re taking to win the fight.

This morning I want to talk to you about
our overall vision of cancer care and research
as we approach the 21st century. This is a
time of striking progress, stunning break-
throughs. With unyielding speed, scientists
are mapping the very blueprint of human life,
and expectations of the human genome
project are being exceeded by the day. We
are closing in on the genetic causes of breast
cancer, colon cancer, and prostate cancer.
New tools for screening and diagnosis are re-
turning to many patients the promise of a
long and healthy life. It’s no wonder scientists
say we are turning the corner in the fight
against cancer.

For 6 years now, our administration has
made a top priority of conquering this ter-
rible disease. We’ve helped cancer patients
to keep health coverage when they changed
jobs. We’ve accelerated the approval of can-
cer drugs while maintaining safe standards.
We’ve increased funding for cancer research

and, as part of our balanced budget, strength-
ened Medicare to make the screening, pre-
vention, and detection of cancer more avail-
able and more affordable.

Still, we know that we must never stop
searching for the best means of prevention,
the most accurate diagnostic tools, the most
effective and humane treatments, and some-
day soon, a cure. To that end, there are sev-
eral steps we must take.

First, to build on our remarkable progress
I proposed an unprecedented, multiyear in-
crease in funding for cancer research. As
studies proceed, we must remember that pa-
tients, as much as scientists, have a critical
perspective to add to any research program.
That’s why I’m announcing that all Federal
cancer research programs will, by next year,
fully integrate patients and advocates into the
process of setting research priorities.

Next, as we continue to unravel the genetic
secrets of cancer, we must apply that knowl-
edge to the detection of the disease. I am
therefore issuing a challenge to the scientific
community to develop, by the year 2000, new
diagnostic techniques for every major kind
of cancer so we catch it at its earliest and
often most treatable stage.

Also, we should give more patients access
to cutting-edge clinical trials so they and re-
searchers can get faster results. That’s why
I’m directing the National Cancer Institute
to speed development of national clinical
trials systems—a simple, accessible resource
for health care providers and patients across
our Nation. I’m also urging Congress to pass
my proposal to cover the cost of those trials
for Medicare beneficiaries who need them
most.

Finally, we are fighting against the leading
cause of preventable cancer by doing every-
thing we can to stop children from smoking.
America needs a Congress with the courage
to finish the job and pass comprehensive to-
bacco legislation.

New technological tools, new networks of
information, new research priorities—all are
part of our overall approach to health care
that puts the patient first. On this day, as
Americans from all walks of life and all parts
of our Nation renew our national fight
against cancer, we do well to remember that
we are doing more than curing a disease. We



1904 Sept. 26 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

are curing the ills that disease may cause:
the stigmas, the myths, the barriers to quality
care. The concerned citizens on The Mall
today show that we are overcoming those
barriers, one by one, and at the same time
building a stronger and healthier America.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approximately
7:30 p.m. on September 25 at the Fairmont Hotel
in San Jose, CA, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on
September 26. This transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on September
25 but was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Luncheon in Rancho
Sante Fe, California
September 26, 1998

Thank you very much. Well, if I had any
sense I wouldn’t say anything. [Laughter]
Thank you, Bill. Thank you, Star. Thank you,
Len. And all of you, I can’t tell you how much
I appreciate you being here. I’m delighted
to see Lynn Schenk, and I’m delighted to
see Christine Kehoe. And we are determined
to see her prevail. If you want to do some-
thing for what you just stood up for, send
her to Congress. Send her to Congress.

I’d also like to thank all of you who have
been my friends over the years, and some
of you whom I have just met today, I am
very grateful to see you here. I’d like to thank
all the people who are responsible for our
wonderful meal and the terrific musicians.
Let’s give them a hand. Didn’t they do a
great job? Thank you. [Applause] The Wayne
Foster Group. Thank you so much. Bless
you.

It’s nice to be here in this humble little
house. [Laughter] This is the first place I’ve
ever been where the fish are worth more
than I make in a year. [Laughter] Listen, I
want to say, this is really a magnificent home.
It’s a real tribute to the work that Bill has
done over the years and to the feeling that
they have for all of us that they open their
home to us. And I’m very grateful to be here.

I will be brief. I’ve had a remarkable cou-
ple of days. I was in Chicago yesterday, which
most of you know is my wife’s hometown.

And I got my Sammy Sosa Chicago Cubs
baseball shirt, which was promptly taken
away from me last night when I met up with
Hillary and Chelsea in northern California.

Hillary has been up in Washington and Or-
egon and San Francisco campaigning, made
an appearance last night for Barbara Boxer
up there. And I’m here, and I’ll be in Los
Angeles tonight and tomorrow. I’m going on
to El Paso and San Antonio, Texas, and then
I’m going back to Washington on Sunday
night to try to bring to a closure this session
of Congress with some productive action. But
I cannot tell you how much it means to me
not only as your President but as a person,
what you have said here and what I have seen
all across this country. And I’m grateful, and
my family is grateful, and I thank you.

But there is something far bigger than all
of us at stake here, and that is our country,
our system, and where we’re going. And I
tell everybody who comes up to me worrying
about this, that the real enemy of our party
and our principles and our programs and the
direction of the country is not adversity. Ad-
versity is our friend. It inspires us to action.
It gives energy. It gives us steel and deter-
mination. Our real enemy is complacency, or
cynicism.

You know, things are going pretty well for
our country now, and I’m very grateful that
I had a chance to be President, to implement
the policies that I ran on that I talked about
6 years ago, I think, this month, when I was
here with Bill and Star at their previous
home. I’m grateful that we’ve got the lowest
unemployment rate in 28 years and the low-
est crime rate in 25 years and the smallest
percentage of people on welfare in 29 years.
And in just a few days, less than a week now,
we’ll have the first balanced budget and sur-
plus in 29 years. I’m grateful for that.

But the question is, what are we going to
do with it? I’m grateful that we’ve opened
the doors of college to virtually anybody now
who will work for it with tax credits and the
deductibility of student loans and more
scholarships and work-study positions and
that we added 5 million kids to the ranks
of those with health insurance, passed the
Brady bill and the Family Medical Leave Act.
I’m grateful for all that.
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But what are we going to do with it? What
are we going to do with it? That’s really
what’s at issue here. Our friends in the Re-
publican Party believe they’re going to win
in the midterms, first of all, because they
wanted me——

[At this point, birds began chirping in the
background.]

I don’t mind the birds; it’s just background
music. [Laughter] Believe me, I’ve had worse
background music lately. [Laughter]

The Republicans believe they’re going to
do well in these elections, first of all, because
in every single election since the Civil War,
with the President in his second term, the
President’s party has always lost seats at mid-
term. The second thing they’re banking on
is money. Even though you’ve been very gen-
erous and you’ve come here, they always
have more money than we do, especially now
that they’re in the majority. But we have
something that money can’t buy and that his-
tory can’t overcome: We are on the right side
of the issues for America’s future.

The history we want to make tomorrow
and the next day and the next 10 or 20 years
is the right history for America. And all we
have to do is to get enough of our people
to understand that, to get enough energy out
there, to get enough people to show up on
election day, and all the history in the world
won’t make a difference, and all the money
in the world they have won’t turn the tide.
Because people now know that when it came
to the budget vote in 1993, which reduced
the deficit by 93 percent before we had the
bipartisan Balanced Budget Act, we didn’t
have a single Republican vote. They know
we barely had any votes for the crime bill
when we banned assault weapons and put
100,000 police on the street, or for the Brady
bill. They know that we had almost all—and
Democratic votes, barely any Republican
votes, for the family and medical leave law.

And if you look at the last year, when this
country has had lots of challenges, and we
had the resources to meet them, what has
happened in this Congress in the last year?
They’ve killed the tobacco legislation, to
which Bill alluded. They’ve killed campaign
finance reform. They have taken no action
on my education program. The other night,

in a breathtaking move, the Republican lead-
er of the United States Senate actually had
to shut the Senate down and make people
go away for 4 hours because it was the only
way to keep them from voting on the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights. And he knew if we ever
got a vote, one of two things was going to
happen. It was either going to pass, or they
were going to be punished for killing it—
for the insurance companies that wanted to
kill it. So what did they do? They shut the
place down. Unprecedented!

Now, what this is really about, this elec-
tion, is not what’s going on in Washington,
DC; it’s what’s going to go on in the lives
of the people in San Diego and El Paso and
Racine, Wisconsin, and the Northeast King-
dom in Vermont and all the places in the
country where the people live who send peo-
ple to Washington, DC. That’s what really
matters.

And there is a very clear choice about what
to do with this moment, and I think—if you
just think about the things we need to do
right now to prepare for America’s future—
I’ll just mention five very quickly. Number
one, we’re going to have a balanced budget
and a surplus on October 1st for the first
time in 29 years. They voted in the House
and may vote in the Senate for a tax cut to
start spending the surplus right away.

Now, I remind you, we quadrupled the
debt of the country between 1981 and 1993,
when I took office. These surpluses in the
years ahead—they say, ‘‘Oh well, we know
we’re going to have them, so we can spend
some now, and it’s 4 or 5 weeks before the
election, and won’t that be popular to just
dish out a tax cut right here before the elec-
tion.’’ And it’s the Democratic Party that’s
standing up for fiscal responsibility and say-
ing, no, and I’m saying no. And I’ll tell you
why.

First of all, we have waited for 29 years.
We have worked for 6 years to get out of
this terrible hole. I would just like to see the
red ink turn to black and watch the ink dry
for a minute or two before we run another
deficit. Wouldn’t you like to see that?
Wouldn’t you just like to see the ink dry?
[Applause] You know, they didn’t want to
wait a day just to enjoy this incredible
achievement. Now, why is that important?
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Because we’ve got a lot of trouble in the
world today in the world economy. I was up
in Silicon Valley last night where they under-
stand how dynamic things are. They live in
a perpetual state of change there. But so do
we all, and we dare not forget it. We forget
it at our peril.

We have to set a standard if we want to
keep growing this economy that America, of
all the countries in the world, is the most
solid, the most sensible, the strongest country
in the world.

The second reason we shouldn’t spend that
surplus right now is that, before you know
it, the baby boomers will begin to retire,
starting in about 10 years. I’m the oldest of
the baby boomers. People between the ages
of 34 and 52, when we all retire, there will
only be about two Americans working for
every American drawing Social Security. Un-
less something totally unforeseen happens to
the birth rate or the immigration rate, it will
be about two to one.

The Social Security system today alone
keeps half of the seniors in this country out
of poverty; that is, without it, 50 percent of
the seniors in this country would be in pov-
erty, even with their other sources of income.
Now, if we begin today and make modest
changes, we can preserve the universal char-
acter of Social Security in the sense that it’s
a bottom line safety net for people that don’t
fall into poverty. But we can increase the re-
turns, make some other changes, and avoid
putting an unconscionable burden on our
children and grandchildren.

I’m telling you, everybody I know my age
is worried about this. I was home a few
months ago and I had a barbecue about 6
o’clock in the evening with about 20 people
I grew up with—most of them are just mid-
dle class Americans, don’t make much
money. Every one of them said they were
plagued with the thought that their retire-
ment would be a burden to their children
and their grandchildren. They’re not wealthy
people. They know they’re not going to have
enough. But they are plagued with the
thought that they will have to take money
away from their children and grandchildren.

Now, we have worked for 29 years for this.
It’s the right thing to do, anyway, right now
because of all the instability in the world, for

us to stay strong and have this strong econ-
omy and have this little surplus. But sec-
ondly, it’s the right thing to do before we—
I’m not against tax cuts. We have some tax
cuts in our budget, but they’re all paid for.
But before we get into that surplus for tax
cuts, before we spend a penny of it for new
programs, we ought to save the Social Secu-
rity system for the 21st century, so that we
do not either run a lot of seniors into poverty,
or undermine the welfare of their children
and grandchildren. It is terribly important.

That’s a big issue that affects people who
live outside Washington, DC. The second big
issue—it’s very important—again related to
the economy, is I’m doing everything I can
to limit the financial turmoil in Asia now, to
begin to reverse it, and to keep it from
spreading to Latin America which are our
biggest markets, our fastest growing markets
for American goods and services—everything
I possibly can to sort of right this instability
in the international financial system that you
see most pronounced in Asia and Russia now
but could affect our welfare. Alan Greenspan
said the other day, more eloquently than I
could, America could not forever be an island
of prosperity. For us to grow over the long
run, our friends and neighbors all across the
world, on every continent, who are doing the
right thing and working hard need to be
doing better as well. That’s what this Inter-
national Monetary Fund issue is all about.

For 8 months I have been pleading with
Congress just to pay our fair share of the
International Monetary Fund so we’ll have
the money to stop the financial virus before
it spreads across the globe and begins to bite
us. That’s a big issue, and it hasn’t been done
yet.

The third thing I want to say is we will
never be permanently secure in this kind of
economy until we can say not only that we
have the best system of higher education in
the world, but that every one of our children,
without regard to race or income or neigh-
borhood, has access to a world-class elemen-
tary and secondary education.

And for 8 months I have had before the
Congress, fully paid for in the balanced
budget, a bill that would lower class sizes to
an average of 18 in the early grades and put
another 100,000 teachers out there to teach
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them; that would build or repair another
5,000 schools because the schools are over-
crowded; that would hook all the classrooms
in the country up to the Internet by the year
2000; that would build 3,000 more charter
schools—an issue that California has been on
the forefront of—that would, in short, keep
us on the forefront of education. It would
also reward school districts that have poor
performance and a lot of kids in trouble if
they adopted high standards, accountability,
no social promotion, but actually helped the
kids, and didn’t denominate them as failures
when they’re young and they are no such
thing.

I was in Chicago the other day. Chicago
used to be the poster child of a bad, failing,
urban school district. I went to the Jenner
Elementary School, where every single child
lives in Cabrini-Green, one of the toughest
public housing projects in all of America. In
the last 3 years, their reading scores have
doubled and their math scores have tripled.
Chicago has a ‘‘no social promotion’’ policy,
but if you fail, they don’t just say you’re a
failure. They say you didn’t pass the test, and
you have to go to summer school. The Chi-
cago summer school now is the sixth biggest
school district in America. [Laughter] Guess
what’s happened to juvenile crime in Chi-
cago. There are now 40,000 kids in that city
that get 3 square meals a day in the school.
So that’s also in our plan, funds for other
troubled districts to follow that model.

We also have funds for 35,000 young peo-
ple to pay for their college education, and
then they can go out and work it off by teach-
ing in underserved areas. This is a good pro-
gram. That’s an issue in this election. It mat-
ters to you and to your future and to your
children’s future and to your grandchildren’s
future whether we can rescue, revive, and
make excellent the public educational oppor-
tunities of every child in this country.

So those are three things: saving Social Se-
curity, stabilizing the global economy, put-
ting education first.

I’ll just mention two others. Number one,
one of the biggest fights I have all the time,
convincing people on both sides, is that
America has to find a way to protect the envi-
ronment and grow the economy, and that if
we have to choose one or the other, we’re

in deep trouble. We have spent hundreds of
thousands of dollars complying with subpoe-
nas from a congressional committee that
doesn’t want me to give tax incentives and
spend research and development dollars to
figure out how to grow the economy and re-
duce CO2 emissions. And that’s out of step
with the rest of the world.

I was in San Bernardino County not very
long ago with the head of the National Asso-
ciation of Home Builders at a low-income
housing project, where they had solar reflec-
tors on the roof that are so thin now they
look like ordinary shingles, and glass that
keeps out 40 percent of the heat and cold
and dramatically reduces the power cost. And
it improves economic growth. It creates jobs
and improves the environment—big issue.

But believe me, the budget I’m about to
get, unless they change their tune, is going
to be riddled with things designed to deny
that and to weaken our environment.

And finally, to me the thing that embodies
as much as anything else the great philo-
sophical difference that’s at stake now in
Washington is the debate over the Patients’
Bill of Rights. Now, let me set the stage.
There are 160 million Americans in managed
care plans. I have been a supporter of man-
aged care. Why? Because when I became
President, health care costs were going up
at 3 times the rate of inflation. It was
unsustainable. We were going to bankrupt
the country. There wouldn’t be enough
money left to spend on anything else.

But it’s like anything else—if the bottom
line is just whether you save money rather
than the bottom line of saving as much
money as you can consistent with the health
of the people that are being treated, you get
in trouble.

And now many, many managed care plans
have health care decisions made by insurance
company accountants, and you have to appeal
to two levels up or more until you finally get
to a doctor. Our bill, which has the support
of 43 managed care companies who are doing
this anyway and are being punished for it,
says this—it says simply, if you get in an acci-
dent, you ought to be able to go to the near-
est emergency room, not one that’s 5 or 10
miles because that’s the only one that hap-
pens to be covered by your plan. Number
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two, if your doctor says that he or she can
no longer treat your condition and you need
to see a specialist, you ought to be able to
see one. Number three, if you work for a
small business who changes providers, health
care providers, at a given time during the
year, you still shouldn’t have to change your
doctor if you’re in the middle of a critical
treatment.

Now, let me just graphically demonstrate
what that means. This happens. These things
happen. You remember when you had your
first child. How would you feel if you were
7 months pregnant and your employer says,
‘‘I’m sorry, go get another obstetrician’’? If
anybody in your family has ever had chemo-
therapy—I’ve been through that—if your
family member needs chemotherapy, you sit
around thinking; you try to figure out ways
to make jokes about it. My mother stood
there thinking, ‘‘Well, maybe I won’t lose my
hair, or when I do, maybe I will finally get
a wig.’’ I never had to—you think—you try
to be funny about it. And then you wonder
whether you’re going to be too sick to eat,
right? In the middle of a chemotherapy treat-
ment, do you think somebody would say,
‘‘I’m sorry, go get another doctor’’? That’s
what this is about—basic things.

Our bill also protects the privacy of your
medical records, which I think is very, very
important and will become more important
in the years ahead.

Now, the House of Representatives, the
Republican majority passed a bill that guar-
antees none of these rights and leaves 100
million Americans out of what little it does
cover. The Senate wouldn’t even vote on the
bill because they didn’t want to be recorded,
so they shut down business.

That’s what this election is about. Don’t
be fooled about a smokescreen. This election
is: Are we going to have a Patients’ Bill of
Rights? Is our policy going to be to grow the
economy and preserve the environment? Are
we going to put education first? Are we going
to stabilize the global economy, so we can
continue to grow? Are we going to save Social
Security first? That’s what it’s about.

And if we go out and say, we are Demo-
crats, this is what we’re running for; we be-
lieve elections should be about the people
that live outside Washington, not about who’s

crawling on whom in Washington, DC—ev-
erything is going to be fine. So I ask you,
go out there and make sure that’s what it’s
about.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:35 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
luncheon hosts William S. and Star Lerach; Leon-
ard Barrack, national finance chair, Democratic
National Committee; Lynn Schenk, candidate for
State attorney general; and San Diego City Coun-
cil member Christine Kehoe, candidate for Cali-
fornia’s 49th Congressional District.

Statement on Social Security
September 26, 1998

The Republican tax plan drains billions of
dollars from the surplus before we have done
the hard work of strengthening Social Secu-
rity. First things first. I will insist that we
reserve the entire surplus until we have
seized this historic opportunity to save Social
Security, and veto any bill that doesn’t meet
that principle. While it is regrettable that this
plan survived today, I am heartened by the
strong commitment to fiscal discipline and
Social Security shown by those who opposed
it.

Remarks at a Unity ’98 Dinner in Los
Angeles, California
September 26, 1998

Thank you very much. I hate to begin with
a request, but if there was any way to turn
down some of these lights, I would like it.
I can’t see any of you out there. Can you
turn these lights down? It’s not a nightclub
act. But I’d just like to know that you’re out
there, you know? [Laughter] Thank you.

Let me begin by telling you how very
grateful I am for the warm welcome you have
given me tonight, to those of you whom I
saw earlier. I thank you especially for the per-
sonal messages you had for me and for Hil-
lary. You know, even Presidents and their
families have to be people, too, and that
means a very great deal to us. And I thank
you more than you will ever know.

I want to thank Haim and Cheryl for hav-
ing me back in their home and having all
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of you here in this beautiful, beautiful set-
ting. I’d like to thank Michael McDonald for
that wonderful song. We were all up there
singing but not as well as you. I want to thank
the staff of our Unity events, the people who
catered this wonderful dinner, and the peo-
ple who served it. I thank them all. They
did a wonderful job for us. Thank you.

I want to thank Gray and Sharon Davis
for being such good friends to Hillary and
me and such good friends to the people of
California. You have to make sure that on
election night they’re victorious, and I be-
lieve they will be. I thank you so much for
being here. I thank my friend, Phil
Angelides, for being here and for running for
office.

Let me say to all the Members of Congress
here, I’m very proud of this Unity event. We
began to do this in 1996, to work together
through the Democratic committee and the
Senate campaign committee and the House
campaign committee. We found that our
contributors were relieved because they were
only being hit once, instead of three times.
But we also found that when we pooled our
efforts, as is always true in life, when we work
together, we do better. And Nancy Pelosi and
Bob Torricelli have done a wonderful, won-
derful job and a great thing for our country.

I’d like to thank the other Members who
are here. You may have heard through the
applause what Nancy said about Brad Sher-
man, that he was on Speaker Gingrich’s top
10 hit list. Well, for whatever it’s worth, he’s
on my top 10 protect list, and I think he’s
going to win in November, thanks in no small
measure to your help. And I thank you for
that.

I have a lot of things to be grateful to
Henry Waxman for, but one thing stands out
above all. He has put the public health of
the children of this country over the interests
of the tobacco industry that has done so
much to undermine it and to stop us from
passing comprehensive tobacco legislation.
He fought that battle a long time before it
was popular and before we in our administra-
tion got into it. And Henry, we’re going to
win sooner or later, sure as the world, and
when we do, it will be in no small measure
because of you. And I thank you for what
you’ve done for our children.

I want to say, too, that I’m very glad Bar-
bara Boxer is here tonight. You know she’s
in a tough race. She’s always been in a tough
race. She was in ’92; she is now; she has been
since the spring. But I think she’s tougher
than her race is. And I can say this about,
to some extent, every Member of Congress
who’s here. But I want you to remember that
many of the things for which the American
people very generously give our administra-
tion credit, which flow from the economic
prosperity we have—on one August night in
1993, hung by the thread of a single vote—
first in the House and then in the Senate.
And we did not have a vote to spare when
we passed the economic plan that brought
the deficit down 92 percent, before we
passed the bipartisan Balanced Budget Act.
That plan cut taxes for 15 million working
families on modest incomes. I invested dra-
matic new monies in health research, as
Nancy said, and education. It gave real incen-
tives for people to invest in inner cities that
had been left behind in the development we
had enjoyed. And it hung by a single vote.

And Barbara Boxer, who had been elected
in a narrow race in California in 1992, never
blinked. She just went up there and did the
right thing for America. And now the voters
of California should never blink. They should
go to the polls and do the right thing for
California and for America and reelect her,
because we need her in Washington, DC,
very, very badly.

I would also like to thank Dick Gephardt
and Tom Daschle for their sterling leader-
ship of our caucus in the Senate and the
House through some very, very difficult days
and tough decisions. Again, I say to you many
of the things for which the administration is
credited required the support of Democrats.
Even in the bipartisan legislation, we never
would have gotten the money to ensure 5,000
children who don’t have health insurance—
5 million children. We never would have got-
ten the funds to give a $1,500 tax credit to
virtually every family in the country for the
first 2 years of college, and tax breaks for
the other costs of higher education and to
expand dramatically the student loan pro-
gram and the scholarship programs if it
hadn’t been for the leadership of Tom
Daschle and Dick Gephardt.
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So every time you think about the good
things that I have been able to achieve, if
a law was required and a change was re-
quired, I can tell you that if it hadn’t been
for those two men sharing the same values,
the same hopes, the same dreams, and being
willing to pay the same heat it would not have
happened. And I want to see them and their
counterparts rewarded in this election be-
cause they have consistently, in the majority
and the minority, done the right thing for
the United States. They are builders, not
wreckers; they are uniters, not dividers; and
they ought to be the leaders of the United
States Congress.

Let me just say one final thing of apprecia-
tion for the Democratic Party. I want to
thank the chairs of this event nationally and
the chairs in California. I want to thank Steve
Grossman, who did the right thing to go back
home to his child; and Len Barrack, our fi-
nance chair.

We’ve had a wonderful couple of days. Hil-
lary just got back from Washington and Or-
egon, campaigning for our House candidates.
She was in northern California with Barbara
last night, and we got to spend the evening
with Chelsea, and the morning until noon.
And I was in Illinois yesterday and in San
Jose last night, in Silicon Valley. I went to
San Diego earlier today, and I’m here, and
I’m going on to Texas in the morning.

America knows that it has a decision to
make. And I want to talk to you pretty seri-
ously about that just for a moment. The kind
reception you gave me is an indication of a
deep feeling that you and millions of other
Americans have about what’s going on in
Washington. But what I desperately want this
election to be about is what’s going on out-
side of Washington, in the lives of the Amer-
ican people.

You know, I ran for this job because I did
not believe the country was moving in the
right direction, and I didn’t think we had a
vision to get to the new century. And I be-
lieve that we had some ideas—I and the peo-
ple who were working with me—that would,
first of all, make America work for ordinary
people again; and secondly would bring us
together in a spirit of reconciliation and com-
munity across this incredible diversity that
we have in our country.

Indeed, one of the things that I regret the
most about so much of the rancor of Wash-
ington is that it undermines what we so des-
perately need in this country now, which is
a deepening spirit of unity and what we have
in common with our neighbors and friends,
no matter what the differences are. And I
wanted America to be a force for peace and
prosperity and freedom throughout the
world.

And in the last 6 years, because of what
we were able to do together, I’m very proud
of the fact that we have the lowest unemploy-
ment rate in 28 years and the lowest crime
rate in 25 years and the smallest percentage
of people on welfare in 29 years, and we’re
about to have the first balanced budget and
surplus in 29 years. I’m proud of the fact
that we have advanced the cause of peace
and freedom around the world and that we
banned assault weapons at home and passed
the Brady bill and passed the family and
medical leave law and did a lot of other things
to change life for people who could never
afford to come to an event like this. I’m
proud of all that.

But the real issue is, what are we going
to do with this moment of prosperity and
confidence? And you showed me once again
tonight that adversity is not our enemy. Ad-
versity is our friend. It’s a harsh teacher
sometimes. And I think we’ve all experienced
that in one way or another in our lives. But
it animates us to action and it forces us to
get to the bottom of ourselves and ask what
we really believe in and what we really care
about and what we’re prepared to work for
and to sacrifice for. No, adversity is not our
enemy in this election season, but compla-
cency and cynicism are enemies.

Our opponents in the other party believe
that they’re going to pick up seats in this mid-
term election and because of what I call the
M&M syndrome—midterms and money.
Even though you’re here tonight, they’ll still
have more money than we do for the next
few weeks—quite a bit more.

And usually at midterm elections, the elec-
torate is older and wealthier and more likely
to be Republican. In order for us to win,
which I clearly believe we can, the American
people have to understand what the real
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choice is and have to believe that just be-
cause times are good doesn’t mean we can
sit on our lead because we can’t.

All you have to do is look around the world
today. Ron Burkle and I were talking tonight
before I came over here about the troubles
in Asia, the troubles in Japan, the terrible
challenges the people of Russia are facing,
the fear that many of us have that it could
spread to our friends in Latin America who
are actually doing a pretty good job running
their economies; and what Alan Greenspan
said the other night, that America could
never remain—or at least not forever re-
main—an island of prosperity in a sea of eco-
nomic distress.

The world is changing very fast. That’s why
I have said that we ought to be using this
time to look at the big problems facing our
country and to take action. Let me just men-
tion a couple very quickly that I think are
important and then give you the real com-
parison of what’s going on.

Number one, we’re going to have this sur-
plus on October the 1st. We’ve been waiting
for it for 29 years and every Member of Con-
gress and I in this room, we’ve been working
on it for 6 years. Now, I would like to see
the red ink turn to black and dry a little.
I’m just waiting for October 1st, just to take
a deep breath and say that’s another thing
we did that was good for America.

The leaders of the other party, they want
to give an election-year tax cut. Just a few
weeks before the election, it would be popu-
lar; it would be great politics. But it’s wrong.
It is the wrong thing to do. It’s wrong for
two reasons.

One is we need to show stability and dis-
cipline. We quadrupled the debt of this
country in the 12 years before I became
President. And now, with so much of the rest
of the world in trouble, we need to show
people we have got our head on straight and
we are not going to knee-jerk in the manage-
ment of our economy, we’re going to be a
force of strength and stability for the whole
world.

The second, and really the more important
issue, is that everybody knows the Social Se-
curity system we have now is not sustainable
when the baby boomers retire. It’s fine now.
And it will be fine for several years in the

future. But we know right now we cannot
maintain the present Social Security system
and take care of the elderly—and I remind
you that half of the elderly people in this
country are lifted out of poverty today be-
cause of Social Security. They would be in
poverty were it not for Social Security, even
those that have other sources of income.

Now, I have not said I’m against tax cuts.
We have tax cuts in my budget, in the bal-
anced budget, for child care, for education,
for the environment. All I said is we shouldn’t
spend the surplus on tax cuts until we save
Social Security for the 21st century. And
that’s very important. Everybody I know—
there are some baby boomers here tonight—
everybody between 34 and 52 is a baby
boomer. I’m the oldest of them, though it
grieves me to say so. [Laughter]

But I can tell you—not very long ago I
was home in Arkansas eating barbecue with
20 people I grew up with, and very few of
them would classify as upper middle class.
Most of them have very modest incomes,
they’re just good, hard-working Americans
doing the best they can to raise their kids.
But every one of them was plagued with the
notion that when they got ready to retire and
there were only two people working for every
one person on Social Security, if we don’t
do something about this now, we would have
to take lots more money from our children
and undermine their ability to raise our
grandchildren just to sustain our retirement.

Now, you heard Bob Torricelli quoting de
Tocqueville—we’re going to see, because it’s
a clear choice in this election. They’re offer-
ing everybody a quick-fix tax cut that won’t
amount to a lot of money to most people,
but it sounds great before an election. And
we’re going into the teeth of the election and
we say, we would like to tell you this, but
we’re not going to do it, we’re going to tell
you truth: America needs to set a financial
example, and we need to save Social Security
first before we use any of that surplus for
spending or for tax cuts. That’s our position.
It’s a big issue, and it’s the right thing for
America.

The second big issue—I never thought I’d
ever be giving a speech about this within 6
weeks of an election—is whether we’re going
to fund the International Monetary Fund.
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Most Americans probably don’t know what
it is. But I can tell you this, if you like the
fact that your country has almost 17 million
new jobs and you want us to continue to lead
the world and you understand that 30 per-
cent of our growth has come from what we
sell to our friends around the world and a
quarter of the world today is in a serious re-
cession—in Asia, where so much of Califor-
nia’s wealth has come from in the growth
of our trading with Asian markets—then you
know that America has to do something to
lead the way.

I’m doing my best to get all the other
wealthy countries in the world to focus on
this, to try to help Asia recover, to try to get
Japan restored to growth, to try to help Rus-
sia, not only because it’s the morally right
thing to do for them but because it’s in our
interest. We can’t grow and continue to pros-
per unless our friends and neighbors grow.

And for 8 months, I’ve been asking this
Congress to fund our contribution to the
International Monetary Fund. They need the
money, and I can’t do the job without it. And
we can’t possibly be expected to lead if we’re
the biggest piker on the block and we won’t
pay our fair share. So that’s a big issue in
this election.

The third thing I’d like to talk to you about
is education. Eight months ago, in the State
of the Union, I gave the United States Con-
gress an education agenda to try to make sure
that all of our children have access to world-
class elementary and secondary education. It
was based on the best research available of
what we know works. The plan, paid for in
the balanced budget, would put 100,000
teachers out there to lower average class size
to 18 in the early grades. It would build or
repair 5,000 schools, because a lot of schools
are overcrowded or breaking down. It would
hook up all the classrooms in the country to
the Internet by the year 2000. It would pro-
vide for the development of voluntary na-
tional standards, exams to measure whether
the kids were meeting them, and would re-
ward school districts that are in trouble if
they end social promotion and adopt tutor-
ing, after-school and summer school pro-
grams for the kids who need it, so we don’t
tell them they’re failures because they’re in
a system that’s failed.

It would provide college scholarships to
35,000 young people that they could pay off
by going out into our most troubled school
districts and giving a few years of their lives
to teach. It would provide for 3,000 charter
schools over the next few years, something
that California is leading the way in. It is a
good program. It ought to be passed, and
I can promise you it will not be passed by
this election, and it won’t be passed in toto
unless we have a Democratic Congress. And
that’s a good reason to fight for the people
who are here and all the people they rep-
resent throughout this country.

Finally, let me just give you one other issue
because to me it is sort of the crystal rep-
resentation of the differences in our parties
now. For 8 months, I have been trying to
pass a Patients’ Bill of Rights. It sounds good,
but let me tell you what it really means—
160 million of us Americans are in managed
care plans now. I have supported managed
care because when I became President, infla-
tion costs in health care were going up at
3 times the rate of inflation, and it was going
to absolutely bankrupt the country if we
didn’t do something about it.

On the other hand, I want to manage the
health care system as best as possible, con-
sistent with the main goal, which is keeping
people healthy or making them well if they
get sick. That’s the goal—it’s not managing
the system. You manage the system so you
can use your forces to advance the health
of Americans. But in too many cases, health
care decisions are being made by account-
ants, not by doctors. And in too many cases—
cruel individual cases—the interest of ordi-
nary people are being washed away.

So let me tell you what our bill does. It
says that if, God forbid, you get hit by a car
leaving this party tonight, and you’re in a
managed care plan, you should be taken to
the nearest emergency room, not one 10 or
15 miles away just because it’s covered by
your plan. It says if your physician tells you
that he or she can’t treat you and you need
to see a specialist, you have a right to see
one. It says that if you’re in the middle of
a treatment of some kind, and your employer
changes health care providers, you can stay
with your doctor until you finish your treat-
ment.
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Just imagine—this actually happens in
America now. Most of us—some of you have
young children here, some of us have chil-
dren that are grown or children who think
they are grown. [Laughter] But just remem-
ber when your first child was born. How
would you have felt 6 months into the preg-
nancy if somebody had said, ‘‘I hope you’re
all right, but you’ve got to change obstetri-
cians’’? It happens.

Have you ever had anybody in your family
in chemotherapy? I have. And if you have,
you’ll identify with what I’m about to tell you.
You know it happens and you try to find a
way to put on a happy face and be brave
and even try to find a way to make jokes
about whether your loved one is going to lose
their hair or not. And then you wonder when
you’re going to be so sick you can’t eat any-
more. It’s tough enough. If you’re in the mid-
dle of a chemotherapy treatment, how would
you feel to be told that you have to change
doctors?

This is serious business. That’s all our bill
does. It gives you these basic, human protec-
tions. And it says your medical records ought
to be kept private. Now, for 8 months there’s
been no action on our bill. But let me tell
you what the majority in the other party has
done. In the House of Representatives, they
passed a bill which they called the Patients’
Bill of Rights which did not guarantee a sin-
gle, solitary thing I just described to you, and
left 100 million Americans out of what little
it did provide.

In the Senate, when Senator Daschle and
his friends attempted to bring up the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights, the Senate Republican
leader was so frightened of it, was so afraid
to have his Members recorded voting against
it that he actually shut down the Senate for
4 hours—unheard of. He called off business.
They turned out the lights. They ran away
and hid under their desk to kill it by stealth
because they did not want to be caught vot-
ing for the insurance companies instead of
for the people of this country.

Forty-three managed care plans are en-
dorsing our bill. Why? Because they take
good care of their people, and they’re being
punished for it.

Now, I want you to think about this. What
do we stand for? We stand for saving Social

Security first, for putting the education of our
children before any other investment prior-
ity. We stand for America’s continued leader-
ship to keep our own growth going and to
help the world economy. We stand for a Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights.

What have they done this year with their
year in the Congress? They have killed the
tobacco legislation that would have helped
our children. They killed campaign finance
reform. They are killing the Patients’ Bill of
Rights. They’ve taken no action on the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, no action on the
education program. And insofar as they have
taken action, they’ve moved backwards on
saving Social Security first, and they’re still
continuing their stealth attack on the envi-
ronment.

Now, that’s what this is about. It’s about
what kind of country America is going to be.
So we have a choice to make. It in some
ways grieves me to make these speeches. I
had hoped by the time I’d been here 6 years
trying to bring people together that we would
have a greater sense of bipartisanship in
America; that there would be a greater sense
of harmony here, just as I believe there is
a greater sense of understanding across racial
and ethnic and religious lines in this country
than there was 6 years ago.

But you know the truth. You knew the
truth when you stood up and cheered. I
wanted you to hear it tonight not in a politi-
cal, rah-rah speech, but in calm, direct, but
very blunt terms. This is a very great country.
We are blessed to be in this moment. But
we have a solemn responsibility to our chil-
dren, to our legacy, and to the world to make
this election about the American people, not
about the squabbles in Washington, DC. And
if you will go out and do that, I promise you
we’ll spend every red cent you have given
us tonight to do that. But you have friends;
you have neighbors; you have means of com-
munication. You need to talk to people about
what’s really at stake here.

And you tell them you know what the
other guys are for; the Democrats are for
keeping the economy strong, saving Social
Security first, putting the education of our
children above all other investment prior-
ities, and passing that Patients’ Bill of Rights.
They’re for an American coming together.
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1 White House correction.

They’re for progress, not partisanship.
They’re for people, not politics.1

If you do that, we’re going to have a stun-
ning victory in November—against all the
tide of history, and against all the money and
all the midterm arguments they can make,
because it’s the right thing for our country,
for our children, and for our future.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President, spoke at 9:42 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Haim and Cheryl Saban; musician Mi-
chael McDonald; California gubernatorial can-
didate Lt. Gov. Gray Davis and his wife, Sharon;
Phil Angelides, candidate for State treasurer;
Leonard Barrack, national finance chair, and
Steve Grossman, national chair, Democratic Na-
tional Committee; and Ron Burkle, chairman,
Yucaipa Companies. A portion of these remarks
could not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete.

Remarks at a Reception Honoring
Gubernatorial Candidate Garry
Mauro in San Antonio, Texas
September 27, 1998

The President. Thank you very much.
Audience member. Don’t give up!
The President. Well, ladies and gentle-

men—you don’t have to worry about me giv-
ing up. [Applause] Thank you. Garry Mauro
promised me that if I came to Texas in the
wake of all this controversy, I would get a
warm welcome. And he nearly overdid it
today. [Laughter]

It’s great to be back here. I want to thank
Frank Herrera and his whole family for mak-
ing us feel so welcome at their humble little
homestead here. We ought to give him a
hand. Thank you. [Applause]

I want to thank all the people who pro-
vided our music and catered our food and
made this such an enjoyable occasion. I want
to thank the candidates who are here who
are running for office—Jim Mattox, Charlie
Gonzalez—Richard Raymond is not here—
Joe Henderson. I want to thank Molly Beth
Malcolm, your State chair, and all the mem-
bers of the Texas House and Senate who are
here.

I want to say a special word of appreciation
for the life and career of a man who has been
my friend for more than 25 years, Henry B.
Gonzalez. You can be really proud of what
he has done.

And I want to thank my friend Ann Rich-
ards for finding ways to say things no one
else can say that make a point no one could
misunderstand. [Laughter] She’s unbeliev-
able.

I want to tell you why I wanted to come
here today, for reasons other than the fact
that Garry Mauro has been my friend since
1972.

Audience member. Mango ice cream!
The President. And the mango ice cream.

[Laughter]
First of all, many of you whom I’ve already

met have said some wonderful personal
things to me about my family, and I thank
you for that. You know, it’s easy to forget
in Washington, but Presidents and their fam-
ilies are still people, and it meant more to
me than you’ll ever know, and I thank you
for that.

But I also want to tell you that I des-
perately want this election year, all across
America and in Texas, not to be about what’s
going on in Washington, DC, but what’s
going on in San Antonio, in El Paso, in
Lufkin, and towns like them all over America.
You know, this is still a democracy; you’re
still in the driver’s seat, but you have to get
behind it and drive if you want to be heard.

Now, I ran for President—I started almost
7 years ago—in just about a week it will be
the 7th anniversary of my declaration for
President. When I started, nobody but my
wife and my mother thought I could win.
I had a lot of good friends in Texas and got
two-thirds of the vote in the Democratic pri-
mary here on Super Tuesday, and it cata-
pulted me on.

Now, I ran for President because I wanted
to make this country work for ordinary citi-
zens again; because I wanted us to be a lead-
er for peace and prosperity and freedom in
the rest of the world, to which we’re closer
and closer tied; and because I wanted to
bring this country together in a spirit of har-
mony and unity across all the lines that divide
us.
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And in the last 6 years—Garry mentioned
it, but I just want to reel it off to you—we
tested the ideas that we brought to Washing-
ton. They’re no longer the subject of debate.
If you believe elections are about ideas,
ideals, and the impact they have on ordinary
people, in every election in this country, and
in every election in Texas, you ought to tell
people we have the lowest unemployment
rate in 28 years, the lowest crime rate in 25
years, the smallest percentage of people on
welfare in 29 years. And Wednesday we’ll
have the first balanced budget and surplus
in 29 years.

But the real question is what will we do
with it. I want you to remember what Garry
said today. Our enemy is not adversity. Look
at this crowd. Feel your own enthusiasm. Re-
member what many of you said to me today.
Adversity is our friend. It forces us to dig
deep, to ask ourselves what we believe in,
what kind of people we are, what kind of
people we want to be, where we want to go,
and what we want to do with our lives. Adver-
sity is our friend. Our enemies are compla-
cency and cynicism. Those are our enemies,
and don’t misunderstand it.

The biggest problem Garry Mauro has got
in this election is if people think, ‘‘Well,
things are going well. Why do anything?’’ A
lot of people think, ‘‘I had a tough time in
the eighties, and things are going well now,
and why don’t we just relax and let things
rock along?’’ And I can tell you that’s appeal-
ing, but it’s wrong. In Washington people
think, ‘‘Things are going well; why don’t we
fight with each other and see who we can
hurt?’’ [Laughter] And it’s tempting, but it’s
wrong. It’s wrong because the world is
changing very fast.

I just got back from Silicon Valley, where
all those computer companies are born, you
know? Those people change for a living every
day at blinding speed. But they understand
something a lot of our fellow Americans
don’t, which is the world is changing for ev-
eryone. You pick up the papers; you know
that we’ve got economic problems in Japan
and the rest of Asia. There’s a real risk that
it will spread to our friends in Mexico and
throughout Latin America who are doing a
pretty good job managing their economies.

If that happens, it will hurt Texas very, very
badly, and our economy.

You see terrorism throughout the world;
you see people fighting with each other
throughout the world because of their racial,
their ethnic, religious differences. We have
challenges, and we have challenges at home.
And the real question in this election in
America and in Texas is, what are we going
to do with this moment of prosperity?

This is Sunday, so I’ll just make one Bib-
lical reference. One of the most successful
leaders in the Bible was Joseph. And what
did he do? When Egypt was fat and sassy,
he saved the grain. He made all those people
go out and work and do things they’d just
as soon not do. And they said, ‘‘This Joseph,
why doesn’t he let up on us?’’ But when the
famine came, the people of Egypt were all
right because a true leader did something in
good times, understanding change.

When people ask you about Garry Mauro,
you tell them about Joseph, and tell them
what a mistake it would be for Texas to say,
‘‘We’re just going to stand pat because things
are good; who cares if anybody does any-
thing? As long as I feel good, everything is
all right.’’

Let me tell you what’s going on in Wash-
ington. I believe as strongly as I can say that
we have to use these good times as a respon-
sibility to look to the future and deal with
our challenges. Let me just mention four of
them. Number one—and I’ll compare the
positions of the two parties. Number one,
Wednesday we’re going to have the first bal-
anced budget and surplus for 29 years. I’ve
worked hard for it for the last 6 years.

In 1993 we had a vote without a single
Member of the other party—not a one—that
passed by one vote in both Houses, that
brought the deficit down over 90 percent be-
fore we passed the bipartisan balanced budg-
et amendment. And that started this recov-
ery. Now, the guys that didn’t vote to balance
the budget say, ‘‘Well, we’re going to have
a surplus for the first time in 29 years; let’s
give everybody an election-year tax cut 6
weeks before the election.’’ Now, it’s very
popular. It’s very popular, but it’s dead
wrong. And I’ll tell you why.

Number one, it’s wrong because the rest
of the world is in economic trouble, and we
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have to set a standard of being strong eco-
nomically and responsible. If we want to
keep growing, we’ve got to help them get
back on their feet, not make the same mis-
takes others are making.

Number two, the Social Security system
is solid now, but it is not sustainable when
the baby boomers retire. I ought to know,
I’m the oldest of the baby boomers. [Laugh-
ter] And when we retire—you look at all the
young people here today—when the baby
boomers retire, there will only be two people
working for every one person drawing Social
Security. If we start now, well ahead of time,
we can make modest changes that save Social
Security that will not require us to make the
horrible choice of either putting seniors back
into poverty or taxing our children so that
we undermine their ability to raise our grand-
children.

Now, people say no one thinks that far
ahead. But you know that I’m telling the
truth, don’t you? [Applause] So I say, I want
you to support us when the Republicans say,
‘‘Here’s the goodie; it’s election time,’’ and
I say no. I’m not against tax cuts. We’ve got
tax cuts for education, for child care, and for
the environment in our balanced budget bill.
But I’m against using that surplus for tax cuts
or for spending programs until we save Social
Security for our parents and our children.

Number two, I never thought this would
be an election year issue, but you know now
that 30 percent of our growth comes from
our trading with other countries. Texas
knows how important it is that we sell our
goods and our products and our services to
Latin America, to Asia, all over the world.
We have got to lead the world back from
the financial trouble they’re in or we will
eventually get hurt. And it will be sooner
rather than later.

In order for us to lead the world, we have
to make our fair contribution to something
called the International Monetary Fund.
That’s the fund we use to help the countries
that are trying to help themselves and to keep
the problems from spreading so we can keep
selling our stuff. For 8 months I’ve been beg-
ging the Congress to do it, and they still
haven’t done it. So I say to you, if you like
this economy and you want to keep it going,
vote for us and our side because we will pay

our fair share and lead the world back to
prosperity.

Number three, in the balanced budget this
year, I have given the Congress an education
agenda. There has been no action for 8
months. Here’s what it does: It puts 100,000
teachers in our classrooms to lower class size
to 18 in the early grades; it repairs or builds
5,000 schools; it provides funds to hook up
every classroom in the poorest schools in
America to the Internet by the year 2000;
it helps schools where the kids are poor and
the neighborhoods are poor to adopt high
standards, but to have after-school programs
and summer school programs so the kids
aren’t deemed failures just because the sys-
tem is failing them.

It gives 35,000 young people college schol-
arships that they can pay off if they’ll go out
and teach in hard-pressed school districts for
a few years after they get out of college. It
is a good education program. It deserves to
be passed, and our party is for it and they’re
not.

Number four, Garry talked about the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights. I want a national bill
that says the following things: Number one,
if you get hurt in an accident, they’ve got
to take you to the nearest emergency room,
not one halfway across town because it’s cov-
ered by your plan. Number two, if your doc-
tor tells you you need to see a specialist, you
can. Number three, if you’re in the middle
of treatment and your company changes
health insurance providers, they can’t make
you change doctors.

Now, let me tell you what’s happening in
America today. Pregnant women, 6, 7
months into their pregnancy, their employer
changes coverage, they say, get another ob-
stetrician. Have you ever had anybody in
your family on chemotherapy? A lot of us
have. I have, and it’s pretty tough. And if
somebody in your family—I bet you had the
same experience we did when my mother
had to do that. You sit around and you try
to put on a brave face; you make a few jokes.
You say, ‘‘Well, what are we going to do when
you’re running around bald?’’ And then you
say , ‘‘Well, I’ll finally get to wear that wig
I’ve always wanted.’’ You try to make fun of
it to keep from the agony. And then you sit
there and worry down deep inside, what’s
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going to happen if you’re so sick you can’t
eat anymore?

Now, how would you feel in the middle
of the chemotherapy treatment, if somebody
said, ‘‘I’m sorry, your employer changed pro-
viders; you’ve got to get another doctor’’?
That happens. And our bill would protect the
privacy of your medical records, which is
something people ought to care a lot more
about today than ever before.

Now, in Congress, the Republicans passed
a bill that didn’t do any of that and left 100
million Americans out of what little they did
do. It is the symbol of the difference in the
two parties in Washington and throughout
the country today.

So I say to you, here’s what we’re for:
We’re for saving Social Security first; we’re
for keeping the economy going; we’re for
putting education first among all our invest-
ment priorities; and we’re for a Patients’ Bill
of Rights. That’s what we’re for, and they’re
opposite us on all those issues. That is the
choice nationally.

You want to know—Ann Richards asked
if you could think of anything that Congress
has done. Let me tell you what they’ve done
this year, what our friends in the Republican
Party have done with their majority. They
killed campaign finance reform. They killed
tobacco reform legislation to help us save our
kids’ health. They killed an increase in the
minimum wage, with unemployment and in-
flation low, that would have helped 12 mil-
lion hard-working Americans. They have
gone backwards on saving Social Security
first. They have gone backwards in protecting
the environment. And they have done noth-
ing on helping us to lead the international
economy and nothing on the education agen-
da. That’s what they have done less than a
week before the end of this budget year. And
that’s the difference.

Well, what’s that got to do with the Gov-
ernor of Texas? I’ll tell you what. For years
and years and years, I heard the Republicans
talk about how there ought to be more power
given to the States, how the Federal Govern-
ment did too much. They talked about it; we
did something about it.

We have the smallest Federal Government
in 35 years. But what that means is it matters
a lot more who the Governor is. We have

given Governors more responsibility in edu-
cation, more responsibility in health care,
more responsibility in managing the environ-
ment, and more responsibility in growing the
economy. It matters. If Garry Mauro were
not my friend, I would be here saying he
has a plan for Texas, and just because you’re
doing well doesn’t mean you can stand pat.
You need to bear down and think about your
children and the future and stand up for
what’s right.

Now, our friends in the other party think
they’re going to do real well this year because
of complacency and cynicism and what I call
the M&M syndrome—money and midterms.
They always have more money than we do.
And at midterm elections our folks—who
work hard, have a lot of hassles, and it’s more
trouble for them to vote—don’t vote in the
same numbers their folks do. But we can sur-
prise them if the American people know
what’s really at stake. If they understand this
is a question about progress over partisan-
ship, people over politics, unity over division.

And I’m telling you, you go out there and
they ask you what it’s about, tell them it’s
about the economy. Tell them it’s about sav-
ing Social Security. Tell them it’s about the
integrity of your health care. Tell them it’s
about the education of your children. That’s
what we’re for, and they know—every voter
knows what they’re for. Make a decision for
your future and our country’s future.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:09 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to re-
ception host Frank Herrera; Jim Mattox, can-
didate for State attorney general; Charlie Gon-
zalez, candidate for Texas’ 20th Congressional
District; State Representative Richard Raymond,
candidate for State land commissioner; Joe B.
Henderson, candidate for State railroad commis-
sioner; State Democratic Chair Molly Beth Mal-
colm; and former Gov. Ann Richards of Texas.

Statement on the Detention of War
Criminal Stevan Todorovic in Bosnia
September 27, 1998

Early this morning in Bosnia, United
States SFOR forces led a multinational effort
to detain Stevan Todorovic, an indicted war
criminal. The detention took place without
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incident and Todorovic is now in the custody
of the International War Crimes Tribunal in
The Hague.

Todorovic, who served as chief of police
for Bosanski Samac in 1992, is accused by
the Tribunal of being personally responsible
for some of the most heinous crimes that
took place during the conflict in Bosnia.

This brings to 35 the number of indicted
war criminals brought to justice. SFOR has
assisted in well over half of these cases. This
action by U.S. and other SFOR troops shows
our continued determination to bring to jus-
tice those responsible for war crimes in Bos-
nia. This message should not be lost on those
indicted war criminals still at large.

I wish to express my admiration for the
SFOR troops who were involved in this oper-
ation and who continue to work daily to con-
solidate the peace in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

Statement on the Election
of Gerhard Schroeder as
Chancellor of Germany
September 27, 1998

Today the German people have once again
exercised their democratic right to determine
their national leadership. I extend my sincer-
est congratulations to Gerhard Schroeder.
He and I had good discussions in Berlin this
spring and in Washington this summer. I look
forward to working closely with him. Ger-
many is one of America’s closest allies. As
always, our two governments will be fully en-
gaged in a comprehensive policy agenda.

I also want to convey my gratitude and that
of all Americans to Helmut Kohl. During his
16-year tenure, he has made historic con-
tributions to the unity of his nation, the
strength of our Euro-Atlantic community,
and to peace throughout the world.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring
Gubernatorial Candidate Garry
Mauro in Houston, Texas
September 27, 1998

Thank you so much. I want to tell you
that—I’ll say a little more about this in a
minute, but I’m very proud of Garry Mauro.

I’m proud of him for having the courage to
run. I’m proud of him for not listening to
everybody, including me, who told him how
terrible and difficult it would be. I’m proud
of him because his commitment in the face
of all the odds is the very kind of decision
I now am trying to get the voters all over
America to make in the coming election, and
that is to discard what we normally do in
good times—which is to just take a deep
breath and kick our feet back and relax—
and instead make a commitment to the fu-
ture of our country.

He’s coming out here against stiff odds be-
cause he thinks it’s a mistake for Texas to
sit back and relax and react to events but
to take no initiative to prepare for tomorrow.
It took a lot of courage. He made a very com-
pelling presentation and if you’ll help him,
if you’ll get him enough help to get that mes-
sage on television so that people can see what
the real differences are, he’ll make a very
compelling presentation on election day in
November as well.

I want to thank Lee and Sandra for having
us in their unbelievably beautiful home and
for doing so in a way that requires putting
up a tent. I’d like to thank the people who
prepared and served the meal. I’d like to
thank the musicians; the piano player and the
singer were wonderful, and the gospel group
was amazing. And I think I’m in the right
frame of mind now to go back to Washington,
DC, and deal with it for one more week. And
I thank you for that.

I would like to thank Ambassador
McLelland and Ambassador Schechter—
boy, that sounds high-flown, doesn’t it?—
[laughter]—for being here tonight; my long-
time friend Senator Rodney Ellis. Molly Beth
Malcolm. Richard Raymond, thank you for
running for office this year. And I’d like to
say a special word of appreciation to Con-
gresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee for her
steadfast support of our agenda and work.

The temptation when you’re with a bunch
of old friends and some new ones, when you
know you’re basically preaching to the saved,
especially on this day, is to kind of give a
rah-rah speech. But if you’ll forgive me, be-
cause of the present state of things and be-
cause I think this election is so profoundly
important to the future of our country, I
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would like to take just a few moments to be
serious with you.

I was looking at Garry today, thinking
about how long ago it was I met him. And
I saw Mark White tonight, and I thought
about—it seemed like yesterday we were
working as Governors together. It doesn’t
take long to live a life. It seems impossible
to me, but next week it will have been 7 years
next week since I first declared for President.
The time has flown by. I want you to know,
for all of you that have helped me make this
journey, for all the slings and arrows, I
wouldn’t trade one single day of it for the
opportunity it’s given me to move this coun-
try in the right direction. And I want to thank
you for it every day—every single day.

But the question for us as citizens is al-
ways, well, what now? You know, if I told
you on the day I was inaugurated President,
I’ll come back here for the 1998 elections,
and we will have had ample time to imple-
ment our program—and by then we’ll have
16.7 million new jobs and the lowest unem-
ployment rate in 28 years and the lowest
crime rate in 25 years and the smallest per-
centage of people on welfare in 29 years and
the lowest—the first balanced budget and
surplus in 29 years and the highest real wage
growth in 30 years and the lowest African-
American poverty rate ever recorded and the
biggest drop in Hispanic poverty in 20 years
and the highest homeownership in history;
and, oh, by the way, there will have been
somewhere between 12 and 15 million peo-
ple take advantage of the family and medical
leave law, and a quarter of a million felons
wouldn’t have been able to buy handguns
and not a single hunter, in spite of what the
NRA told them, has lost the ability to get
a weapon and go hunting during hunting sea-
son—but a lot of innocent people’s lives have
been saved—and we’ll be ahead of schedule
and under budget in putting those 100,000
police on the street; and we’ve opened the
doors of college to all Americans with a
$1,500-a-year tax credit for the first 2 years
and tax credits for the rest and deductibility
of student loans and more scholarships and
more work-study positions; and we’ve got
100,000 more young people in the
AmeriCorps program working to make their
communities better and earning money to go

to college; we’ve got fewer toxic waste
dumps, cleaner air, cleaner water, a safer
food supply; and our country has been a force
for peace all over the world and has tried
to deal with the thorniest problems in the
world in our time to make the world a safer
place—now, if I had told you that on the
day that I was inaugurated, you probably
wouldn’t have believed me.

But that’s all true now. It turned out, be-
cause of the hard work of the American peo-
ple and the wonderful people who were
working with me and the loyalty of a Con-
gress and the Democratic Party that had to
fight bitter, bitter, bitter partisan opposition
to nearly everything we did, we were able
to implement the new ideas and the new di-
rection, and they turned out to be right. And
I am grateful for how well America is doing
today and for the support we have received.

And I’m grateful that Texas is doing well,
and that every place I go in the country, peo-
ple come up to me and say, ‘‘Mr. President,
this is the best time I’ve had in a long time,’’
or, ‘‘This is the best time I’ve had in my life.’’
I am grateful for that. So what are we going
to do about it? That’s the question in the
Governor’s race. That’s the question in these
elections for Congress. What normally hap-
pens in good times is that people relax, and
they’re complacent.

A lot of you said some wonderful things
to me tonight, gave me wonderful messages
for Hillary tonight, proved once again what
good people you are and what good friends
you are. I thank you for all that. I’m very
grateful. We’ve just had some great days, and
we had one great night and a day with our
daughter in California.

But I want to tell you, and I want you to
hear me clearly, adversity is not our problem
in this election. Adversity has energized our
supporters. Adversity has clarified the
choices. Adversity forces us to get to the bot-
tom of ourselves and ask ourselves what we
really believe in and what kind of people we
want to be and what we’re willing to put our
necks on the line for.

Garry Mauro did something in presenting
himself for Governor, near as I can tell, no-
body else of his position, experience, and
knowledge and ability was willing to do this
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year. Why? Because he believed it was time
to make a difference.

Now, on the other side in Washington, as
I’ve said many times, they believe that they’ll
do very well in these elections because of
M&M—money and midterms. Because they
always have more money and because tradi-
tionally at midterm elections the voter turn-
out goes down because our folks, the kind
of folks that made it possible for us to have
this good meal tonight, it’s a bigger hassle
for them to go vote than it is for most hard-
core Republicans who tend to be better off
and older and find it easier to go to polls.
And they tend not to be so interested. And
then if you pile good times on top of it,
there’s a certain relaxation that says, ‘‘Well,
let’s just stay with the status quo and react
to whatever comes along.’’

The enemies of our forces in this election
are complacency and cynicism at what is
going on in Washington, not adversity. Ad-
versity is our friend. It’s a harsh teacher
sometimes, and I hate it. It’s the kind of
friend I could do without on some of the
last several days. [Laughter] But it is, none-
theless, the truth. And what we have to de-
cide as citizens is where we go from here.

Now, let me tell you what we’re trying to
do in Washington. What we’re trying to tell
the American people is we’re grateful that
we’re doing so well. But we did not get here
by being casual, by reacting, by taking the
easy path. We got here by making the big
decisions and the tough ones in the right way.
And the world is still changing very fast. All
you have to do is pick up the paper any day
and you see about the economic crises in Asia
and the political turmoil in other parts of the
world, and you realize that in this kind of
dynamic world, as Alan Greenspan, the
Chairman of the Federal Reserve, the other
day said, America cannot simply be an island
of prosperity in a sea of economic distress.
So now that we have this balanced budget,
this surplus, this success, we ought to use
this moment to take on the big challenges
facing America. That is the Democratic mes-
sage. And let me give you four examples.

Number one, Wednesday we’ll have the
first balanced budget and surplus in a gen-
eration. The Republicans say, ‘‘Good, we fi-
nally got some money; let’s spend it. Let’s

give everybody an election-year tax cut. It’s
only about 51⁄2 weeks before the election,
and we can make everybody so happy.’’

It’s great politics. And I say, it may be good
politics, but it’s the wrong thing to do. And
it’s wrong for two reasons. First of all, this
old world is in a lot of trouble. One-quarter
of the world is in recession. Japan, the second
biggest economy in the world, has had no
growth for 5 years. Everybody looks to us
to be strong and responsible and not to do
the easy quick thing, but to do the right thing
for our own growth and as a beacon of stabil-
ity to the world. And I’m not going to give
that up easily.

And even more important—even more im-
portant—everybody in America who has
given it a minute’s thought knows that while
the Social Security system is very sound today
and will be for anybody within shouting dis-
tance of needing it, that when the baby
boomers retire—that’s me; I’m the oldest; it
kills me to admit it—but people between the
ages of 34 and 52 that were born after World
War II are the biggest group of Americans
ever until the crowd of kids now in school.
And when we retire, there will only be about
two people working for every one person
drawing Social Security. If we start now with
this surplus to help us we can make modest
changes now that will enable us to secure
the retirement of the baby boomers without
imposing an unbearable burden on our chil-
dren and their ability to raise our grand-
children.

Now, I know it’s more popular to give an
election-year tax cut. But I’ve been waiting
for 29 years to get out of the red, and I’ve
been working for 6 years to get out of the
red. And when we voted in 1993 to get out
of the red, for the economic program, we
didn’t have a single Republican vote. And the
deficit was cut 92 percent before the biparti-
san balanced budget bill passed in 1997. Now
the same crowd that wouldn’t help us cut
the deficit wants to spend it before we even
see the surplus. I would just like to see the
red ink turn to black and dry at least for a
day or two before we start spending it again,
and I think that’s right.

Now, this is a huge issue. Half the seniors
in this country would be in poverty today if
it were not for Social Security. We can make
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minor changes now, secure the retirement
of the baby boom generation without under-
mining our children and grandchildren’s fu-
ture. And I am determined to do it. So that’s
the first issue. Do you believe in Social Secu-
rity first, or do you want the election-year
tax cut? Clear choice between the parties.

Issue number two: Do you believe that in
order for us to grow economically, the rest
of the world has to be growing so they can
buy our products? Thirty percent of Ameri-
ca’s growth in the last 6 years has come from
foreign trade. Now you’ve got a quarter of
the world in recession, another quarter tee-
tering. I have done my best to lay out a plan
to try to help restore Asia, to try to help re-
store Russia if they will do what they can
do for themselves; and more important for
Texas, to try to keep what’s going on there
from spreading to Latin America and to Mex-
ico, to our friends south of the border, our
biggest trading partners in terms of growth.

In order to do it, and for America to lead,
we have at least got to pay our fair share
to the International Monetary Fund. That’s
where we get the money to do this stuff. Ever
since the State of the Union Address, I have
been pleading with this Congress to fund our
fair share of the International Monetary
Fund, and they still haven’t done it. They
still haven’t done it. And it’s playing games
with our own economic future and under-
mining our ability to lead. So that’s the sec-
ond issue. Do you want to keep the economic
growth going in America, or do you want to
take a powder?

The third issue is education. Garry spoke
so movingly of that, but there are some things
that we ought to do nationally to help. I have
sent an education program to Congress in
the balanced budget that does the following
things: puts 100,000 teachers out there to
lower class size to an average of 18 in the
early grades all across America; it would
build or repair 5,000 schools; it would pro-
vide funds to hook every classroom up to the
Internet, including the poorest schools in
south Texas or inner-city Houston or any-
where else in the country, by the year 2000;
it would provide college scholarships to
35,000 young people and let them pay it off
by going into our neediest areas and teaching

off their college costs for 4 years. It would,
in short, help move this country forward.

It would provide extra funds to the most
troubled urban and rural school districts to
have high standards, to stop social pro-
motion, but not to tell the kids they’re a fail-
ure when the system is failing them; instead,
to give them after-school programs, summer
school programs, mentoring programs to
keep them off the street, out of trouble, and
in learning. It is a good program, and it ought
to pass. Now, for 8 months there has been
no action and the budget year begins on Oc-
tober the 1st. We’re for it, and they’re not.
It’s a clear choice.

And the fourth issue is the Patients’ Bill
of Rights. You’ve had a little experience with
that here. Our bill says, simply, you have a
right to see a specialist if your doctor tells
you you need it. If you get in an accident,
you have a right to go to the nearest emer-
gency room, not the nearest one your plan
happens to cover that may be halfway across
town. If you’re in the middle of a treatment
and your employer changes health plans, you
can keep the doctor you’ve got until your
treatment is over. In other words, they can’t
tell you when you’re 7 months pregnant to
get another obstetrician, or when you’re 80
percent through a chemotherapy treatment,
you’ve got to stop and go see someone else.
This happens today.

It says if you have a question about wheth-
er a procedure is approved or not, you have
a right to appeal it and get an answer, pronto,
instead of months and months down the road
when it’s too late to do any good. It says you
have a right to the privacy of your medical
records. That’s what we’re for.

The response of the Republicans in Con-
gress and the House was to pass a bill that
didn’t do any of the things I said and left
100 million Americans out of what they did
do. In the Senate, we tried to bring up the
Patients’ Bill of Rights and the Republican
majority was so afraid that the majority lead-
er had to literally shut the Senate down for
4 hours the other night. I mean, they turned
the lights out, and they got under their desks
so they would not have to be recorded voting
for the insurance companies against the peo-
ple. I never saw anything like it in my life.
It was death by stealth. [Laughter]
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What else have they done with this last
year, you might like to know. They have also
killed campaign finance reform. They’ve
killed the tobacco reform legislation to pro-
tect our kids from the dangers of tobacco.
They killed the minimum wage legislation,
and they’re trying to continue their assault
on the environment. I think we’ve proved
you can improve the environment and grow
the economy. That’s the right policy, not to
assault the environment.

So you’ve got a clear choice. In Washing-
ton, you’ve got a clear choice. Do you want
to put Social Security first, make education
our top investment priority, keep the eco-
nomic growth going, and pass a Patients’ Bill
of Rights? Or do you want somebody that’s
against all that and wants to divert your atten-
tion to other things? It’s a pretty clear choice.
And if the American people understand it
as that, I think they’ll make the right deci-
sion.

In Texas, let me say one of the reasons
I wanted to be here, apart from my friend-
ship and admiration for Garry Mauro, is that
I did something as President, with the help
of the Democrats, that the Republicans
talked about doing for years but never did.
I don’t know how many times Mark White
and I went to the White House during the
Governors’ conference and listened to peo-
ple intone about how, oh, the power in Wash-
ington should be devolved to the States. Near
as I could tell, all they ever did was cut
money and ask us to do more with less.

But we never actually had any more flexi-
bility, any more authority. We actually did
that. The Government today has over
300,000 fewer people in it than it did the
day I was inaugurated—the Federal Govern-
ment. It is the smallest in 35 years. The
States have more responsibility—more rela-
tionship for education, for the environment,
for health care, for crime, for the economy.
It matters more who the Governor is.

Now, come back to Texas—I did this Gov-
ernor’s job for 12 years, and I could still be
doing it if I hadn’t gotten diverted in 1991
and ’92. [Laughter] I would never have got-
ten tired of it. I loved it. But I’m telling you,
the time to act on the long-term problems
of a State or a nation is the good time—not
when times are bad, not when you don’t have

any money, not when people don’t have any
confidence, not when people are so worried
about keeping body and soul together you
couldn’t even stand up and give a speech like
the one I gave tonight; you would have to
stand up and talk in slogans and deal with
people’s emotions. Now is the good time.

This is Sunday, so let me use one Biblical
reference. We ought to behave like Joseph
did in the Bible. Now, Joseph was a lot like
Garry Mauro. He was not part of the elite
of Egypt, and Garry Mauro is not part of
the elite of Texas. Joseph was even a slave—
at least Garry didn’t have to go through that.
[Laughter] And finally, Joseph got put in
charge of Egypt, and times were very good
and he made a lot of people mad because
he made all the people go out and work like
crazy, as if their life depended on it, to gather
up all the grain to guard against the days
when things weren’t so good. So when this
famine came and swept over the land, Egypt
kept right on chugging. Why? Because they
had a leader who thought about tomorrow,
who did not sit on the lead, bask in good
times, and just react to whatever came up,
but did what was right for the long term.

Our country needs to follow that example
today. Respectfully, I believe this State
should follow that example today. I applaud
what Garry said. We don’t want, we Demo-
crats, we never want to get into responding
in kind. One of the deepest disappointments
of my Presidency is that I hoped that after
6 years of working to reconcile our people
across the lines that divide us, things would
be a little less acrimonious in Washington.

I think people are getting along better
across racial and religious and ethnic lines
out in the country, but there is still a big
political divide in Washington. The only thing
that can close it now is the vote of the people.
The only thing that can elect Garry Mauro
now is if you believe that it’s better to have
Joseph; that it’s better to think in the good
times you should take the big steps, not the
baby steps; that in the good times you should
be acting with confidence, not reacting to
whatever happens to come along.

I promise you I see it every day as your
President in information you can read in the
papers, in information that comes to me, is
classified, this is a dynamic changing world.



1923Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Sept. 28

We stand for progress over partisanship. We
stand for people over politics. We stand for
unity over division. And we stand for the fu-
ture of our children over short-term advan-
tage.

He deserves your support. And if you can
get that message out he’s going to surprise
a lot of people. And if you’ll stay with that
approach, we will win the congressional elec-
tions in November.

God bless you for being here, and thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts H. Lee and Sandra Godfrey; State Sen-
ator Rodney G. Ellis; Texas State Democratic
Chair Molly Beth Malcolm; State Representative
Richard Raymond, candidate for State land com-
missioner; former U.S. Ambassador to Jamaica
Stan McLelland; and former U.S. Ambassador to
Barbados Arthur Schechter.

Executive Order 13102—Further
Amendment to Executive Order
13038, Advisory Committee on
Public Interest Obligations of Digital
Television Broadcasters
September 25, 1998

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
extend the reporting deadline of the Advisory
Committee on Public Interest Obligations of
Digital Television Broadcasters, it is hereby
ordered that Executive Order 13038, as pre-
viously amended, is further amended by de-
leting ‘‘October 1, 1998’’ in section 2 and in-
serting ‘‘December 31, 1998’’ in lieu thereof.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 25, 1998.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:43 a.m., September 28, 1998]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on September 28,
and it was published in the Federal Register on
September 29.

Remarks Following Discussions With
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
of Israel and Chairman Yasser Arafat
of the Palestinian Authority and an
Exchange With Reporters
September 28, 1998

President Clinton. First of all, I would
like to publicly welcome Prime Minister
Netanyahu and Chairman Arafat. We have
had a very, very good meeting today, follow-
ing the one-on-one meeting that the Prime
Minister and the Chairman had last night,
their first face-to-face meeting in a year.

I believe that we all agree that we have
made progress on the path to peace. There
has been a significant narrowing of the gaps
between the two parties across a wide range
of issues that were in the American initiative
that we’ve been working on for months. I
think also, to be candid, there’s still a sub-
stantial amount of work to be done until a
comprehensive agreement can be reached.
And because I’m convinced that the two
leaders and the people they represent want
an agreement, I have asked them to come
back to the United States in mid-October
with their teams to do the intensive work
necessary to see if we can conclude this.

Meanwhile, I’ve asked the Secretary of
State and Ambassador Ross to go back to the
region in early October to try to see how
much preparatory work can be done to nar-
row the differences further and to agree on
at least the modalities for what we will do
here in mid-October.

So, all told, it was a good day. And again
I want to thank both these men for the open,
candid, respectful way in which they worked,
and we worked, together. And we’re going
to work at this now to see if we can get it
done.

Q. What are the major sticking——
Q. Mr. President, there was——
President Clinton. Wait, wait. One, two,

three. We’ll do them all.
Go ahead.

Palestinian State
Q. Mr. President, do you support the Pal-

estinian state in principle, and do you think
the Palestinians have the right to have a state
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made for—or in principle, and self-deter-
mination for them?

President Clinton. In the Oslo accords,
that question was left for the final status ne-
gotiations. Because of the heavy involvement
of the United States in the peace process,
I believe it would be in error for me to com-
ment on that. I think the important thing is,
that has to be resolved in the final status ne-
gotiations as provided for in the Oslo accords.
As long as the peace process is going forward,
whatever the United States says on that pub-
licly will be unhelpful to the ultimate out-
come.

Q. Mr. President, the First Lady com-
mented on this in public——

Q. Mr. President, is it your assump-
tion——

President Clinton. She did, but she’s not
the President, and she’s not trying to manage
this peace process. That’s a different thing.
But I’m telling you the—we gave our word
when we agreed to try to be an honest broker
to respect the Oslo process. And therefore—
I have to tell you, when I’m in Israel or when
I’m with American Jewish groups, they also
try to get me to say things that I said before
I was the President and the broker of the
process that I can no longer say. So it’s a
different—I gave my word that I would be
faithful to the process that these two parties
set out for the resolution of their agreement,
and I have to try to do that.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, are you saying that the

deadline is mid-October when you expect
both Chairman Arafat and Prime Minister
Netanyahu to come back to the United States
for a settlement?

President Clinton. Well, let me say this.
In the end, whether there will be this agree-
ment depends upon how badly they want it,
how much we can work together, how much
trust can be built and sustained, what kind
of process for ensuring the agreement can
be agreed upon by the two parties. So I think
what I’m telling you is that they have made
a very unusual commitment; they have com-
mitted several days, and not only their own
time but the time of their appropriate admin-
istration and staff people to try to resolve the
remaining gaps.

I can also tell you that I personally was
very impressed by the way, the manner, and
the substance of their conversation today
with me. And so we all said we needed to
continue to change the dynamics of the proc-
ess to try to increase the likelihood of com-
pletion. We made significant progress on the
path to peace, and I think we could finish
it in mid-October, and I certainly hope we
do.

Q. Mr. President——
Q. You promised me the question. Please.

There was today—Mr. President——
Q. Could we hear from Chairman Arafat

and Mr. Netanyahu——
Q. Mr. President, today there was a terror

attack in Hebron—a shooting and an Israeli
woman was injured. The Israelis are saying
that Arafat, Mr. President, Arafat is not fight-
ing terrorism. Did you get any answers from
Mr. Arafat concerning the implementation of
the reciprocity principle? Is Mr. Arafat will-
ing to stick to his commitments according to
the Hebron accords and Oslo accords to fight
terrorism?

President Clinton. Perhaps I should let
him answer that. But he certainly affirmed
that to us. And keep in mind, that’s a part
of the whole peace process, those kinds of
agreements, and that’s one of the things that
the Prime Minister, representing the people
of Israel, would raise, and something that has
to be talked through.

But if either one of these gentlemen want
to say——

Q. Chairman Arafat, what’s your assess-
ment of the talks today?

Chairman Arafat. What he has men-
tioned is covering everything—and instead of
saying the same thing——

Q. ——Palestinian state today in——
Q. Mr. President, where has there been

progress in the peace process——
Q. ——Mr. President.
Q. Chairman Arafat, are you con-

vinced——
President Clinton. I believe there’s been

progress in all major areas. I think we’re clos-
er together on virtually—on every major
issue that either Chairman Arafat has men-
tioned to me or that Prime Minister
Netanyahu has mentioned to me than there
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was before. But we have an operating agree-
ment here that we will all say that nothing
has been agreed to until everything has been
agreed to. I think that is a good operating
agreement. If they ever decide to change it,
then I will honor their decision. Otherwise,
our position is that you cannot conclude that
anything has been agreed to until everything
has been agreed to.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Message on the Observance of Yom
Kippur, 1998
September 28, 1998

Warm greetings to all those observing Yom
Kippur.

On the Day of Atonement, Jews across
America and around the world fervently seek
the blessing of forgiveness and reconciliation.
The most solemn of Jewish holy days, Yom
Kippur is a time of profound prayer, fasting,
and self-examination.

Amid the clamor and distraction of every-
day life, Yom Kippur is a call for silence and
reflection, a summons for believers to re-
member and repair their fundamental rela-
tionships with God and with their fellow
human beings. It is a challenge to Jews and
a reminder to Americans of all faiths to live
our lives according to our beliefs: to have
faith in God’s mercy and to have the humility
and strength of spirit to begin again.

Best wishes for a blessed and meaningful
Yom Kippur.

Bill Clinton

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Railroad Retirement Board
September 28, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
I transmit herewith the Annual Report of

the Railroad Retirement Board for Fiscal
Year 1997, pursuant to the provisions of sec-
tion 7(b)(6) of the Railroad Retirement Act

and section 12(1) of the Railroad Unemploy-
ment Insurance Act.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 28, 1998.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee Dinner
Honoring Senator Barbara Boxer
September 28, 1998

First of all, I want to thank Smith and Eliz-
abeth. I’m going to have to start paying a
portion of the property tax on this home if
I come here many more times this year.
[Laughter] It’s such a beautiful place; it’s a
happy place. The children are always around,
which makes it more happy. It also reminds
us what these elections are really all about.

The story Barbara told is true. I called her
one night to see how she was doing and ask
her about the campaign, make sure she had
a theory of the case. [Laughter] And I offered
to do something here in Washington.

Hillary was just in Washington and Oregon
States and then came into northern Califor-
nia, where Barbara had a great event with
Hillary’s mom and Tony. Hillary said it was
wonderful. Then we had a good night in Los
Angeles on Saturday night.

I just got back from Chicago and making
three stops in California and two in Texas.
And I believe that we have an unusual oppor-
tunity in this election, and one that is unprec-
edented. But I want you to know why I’m
glad you’re here and why I’ll be brief, be-
cause I want to go in there—you’d rather
watch a movie than hear a speech, especially
if the movie is only a minute long. [Laughter]

But I’d like to talk to you a little bit about
this. In the—normally, the party of the Presi-
dent in Congress loses, not gains, seats at
midterm. It is more than normal, it is vir-
tually an unbroken record in the second term
of the President. But we have things which
are different now. For one thing, we have
an agenda which is dominating the national
debate, and our adversaries really don’t have
one. And insofar as they do, I think we get
the better of the debate. A lot of people were
worried about the adversity of the present
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moment for me and our family and our ad-
ministration. But I have never believed, in
political life, adversity was a big problem. I
still believe the biggest problem for us is not
adversity, but complacency—and maybe cyn-
icism, people saying, ‘‘I don’t like this, so
therefore, I won’t participate.’’ People should
say if they don’t like it, ‘‘Therefore, I will
participate.’’

But all over the country, now, I get these
surveys showing our candidates and how
they’re doing. And it’ll say, among registered
voters, the Democrats have a healthy lead,
among certain voters in a midterm election
the Democrat is a point or two behind. What
does that tell you? Well, the kind of people
that vote for us have to go to more trouble
to vote. We have more low income working
people, people that struggle with the burdens
of child care and transportation and maybe
ride to work on a bus everyday—you know,
where it’s a hassle. And when there’s a Presi-
dential election they show up, because they
know they’re supposed to vote for President.
And oftentimes in midterms they don’t show
up, which puts us at a significant disadvan-
tage.

Therefore, I will say again, adversity is our
friend in the sense that at least everyone is
now thinking about the political debate. I’d
do nearly anything to help the Democrats
get elected, but this is a little bit extreme.
[Laughter] I want to say that people have
been so uncommonly kind and generous to
Hillary and to me and our family in the last
few weeks. And I appreciate that. But we
shouldn’t be diverted from the fact that the
public who sent Barbara Boxer here and who
sent me here, what they really want us to
do is to fight for them. And if they under-
stand that the choice is a choice between sav-
ing Social Security and being financially re-
sponsible before we give a popular election-
year tax cut that won’t amount to much for
most ordinary people, but it sure sounds
good.

I always heard the Republicans were the
party of fiscal responsibility; at least that’s
what they said all those years, although the
deficit tripled—I mean, the debt tripled—
quadrupled in the 12 years before I got here.
But consider this—those of you—I see Ben
Barnes back there and Marty Russo—those

of us who have been involved in Democratic
politics a long time, I never thought I’d live
to see the day. I mean, the Republicans are
saying, ‘‘It’s just 5 weeks before the election;
we’ve waited 29 years to balance the budget,
but we’re willing to give it up to give you
an election-year tax cut, because it’s just too
good to be true.’’ And you can say, ‘‘Well,
we’re not spending it all, or all the projected
surplus.’’

And the Democrats are saying, ‘‘Hey, we
worked for this for 6 years, and we appreciate
the fact that you voted with us on the Bal-
anced Budget Act, but, oh, by the way, the
deficit was cut by 92 percent before we
passed that bill. And we would just like to
see the red ink turn to black, and dry, before
we start spending it.’’ [Laughter] You know,
we’d just kind of like to see it dry.

And you know what? I may be dead wrong,
but I believe the American people agree with
us. I think they understand there is a lot of
turmoil in the world and that the world looks
to us to be strong, to do the responsible
thing, to set a good example, to help get the
economy going again, number one.

And even more important, nearly every
American knows that when the baby
boomers retire, the present Social Security
system will be unsustainable, because there
will only be two people working for every
one person drawing.

Now, if our objective is what I think it is
for 80-plus percent of all Americans, which
is to find a way to modify the Social Security
system that keeps its basic benefits—keep in
mind one-half—one-half—the people over
65 in this country today would be in poverty
were it not for Social Security. So we have
to find a way to keep what’s good about it,
but to do it in a way that doesn’t require
us, when all us baby boomers retire, to sock
our children and our grandchildren with a
huge tax increase that undermines their
standard of living.

And I go all across the country and people
my age, at least—at the end of the baby
boom generation—are almost obsessed with
this. I had barbecue with a bunch of my
friends at home the other day—half of them
didn’t have college degrees, none of them
were wealthy, a lot of them lived on very
modest incomes. Every single one of them
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was worried about this. They were tormented
by the fact that when we retire we will lower
our children’s standard of living to take care
of us.

So it looks like we’re going to have a sur-
plus for a few years. I’m not against tax cuts.
As Barbara said, we’ve got an education tax
cut, a child care tax cut, an environmental
tax cut in our balanced budget. If we can
pay for them, fine. But I do not believe we
should get into this surplus for tax cuts or
for Democratic spending programs until we
have saved the Social Security system for the
21st century and lifted that burden off our
children and lifted the fear off our genera-
tion. I feel very strong about it, and I think
we can win that argument.

I think we ought to pass the Patients’ Bill
of Rights, because I’m for managed care, not
against it. When I tried to change the health
care system back in ’93 and ’94, I supported
managed care. Look, we had to start manag-
ing the system better. In 1993, when I took
office, health care costs were going up at 3
times the rate of inflation. It was
unsustainable. It was going to bankrupt the
country. But it’s like any other—a manage-
ment system—if you have a management sys-
tem in your work, in your business, whatever
it is, the purpose of the management system
is to allow you to perform your primary mis-
sion in the best possible way at the lowest
possible cost. The primary mission of the
health care system is to help people when
they’re sick and keep people well. That’s the
primary mission of it. And the problem is
that the management system has overtaken
the mission because of the way the econom-
ics work.

I know I don’t have to paint you all a lot
of pictures, but imagine—suppose you were
a 25-year-old accountant who dealt with
entry-level reviews of requests from doctors’
offices for certain procedures in Managed
Care Company X. What do you know, every
day when you go to work, about your job,
how you’re evaluated, and how you’re going
to be rewarded? You know one thing: You
will never get in trouble for saying no. You
will never—that is the system—you will
never get in trouble for saying no. These are
good people, you know. They have children
to feed. They have careers to make. They

have lives to live. They have house payments
to make. They will never get in trouble for
saying no.

Why? Because they’re always told, ‘‘Well,
two layers up in the managed care operation
there is a doctor, and if you make a mistake
and they appeal up and the next person
makes a mistake and they appeal up, eventu-
ally a doctor will see it and correct it.’’ And
believe it or not, that often happens. But a
lot of times it happens when it’s too late to
do any good for the people who were hurt
in the first place, because they needed a pro-
cedure then or within 3 weeks or 6 weeks.
Now, this is how it really works. That’s what
this whole thing is about.

So our little bill simply says, if you walk
outside here—outside the Bagleys’ home—
and somebody races by and hits you in a car
and they put you in an ambulance, you get
to go the nearest emergency room, not one
halfway across town because that’s the one
that happens to be covered by your plan. It
says, if your doctor says he or she can’t help
you, you’ve got to have a specialist, you ought
to be able to see one. It says, if your employer
changes health care plans in the middle of
your pregnancy or your chemotherapy treat-
ment, you can’t be required to stop and get
another doctor or obstetrician. Now, this
stuff happens. I’m not making this up. This
happens in America. And it says the privacy
of your medical records ought to be pro-
tected. That’s the bill we’re for.

The House passed a bill that didn’t guaran-
tee any of those rights and left 100 million
Americans out of what little it did do. When
it was brought up in the Senate the other
night—Barbara can tell you—I’ve never seen
this happen. The Republican leader of the
Senate was so terrified about having his peo-
ple recorded voting no, but was determined
not to let them vote yes because their sup-
porters are all on the other side—the insur-
ance companies that don’t want this—that
they shut the Senate down for 4 hours to
keep the vote from occurring. I’ve never seen
anything like it.

They literally—they just called off—they
were in a panic. They turned out the lights
and got under their desks—[laughter]—
killed it by stealth and waited for time to
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pass. I’m not exaggerating this. I’ve been as-
tonished that there hasn’t been more public-
ity on this. It was a breathtaking moment in
American history.

And when they turned out the lights, I
wondered if any of them had ever looked at
some of the people I’ve looked at and heard
some of the stories I’ve heard, looked at the
woman who lost her husband at 45 after 25
years of marriage, who had a heart problem
that could have been treated by proper sur-
gery, but by the time they went through 9
months of hassling, the doctor had to say,
‘‘I’m sorry, it is too late. I can’t do anything
for you.’’ And a few months later, he keeled
over and died in their front yard. That’s just
one case.

So I don’t know about you, I think we’ve
got the better side of that argument. I’m
happy to take into a midterm election an
issue like this that touches people where they
live. I think we’ve got the better side of that
argument.

And I’ll just mention two other things. A
lot of you are atypical for Democrats, you
know. Most people in your income groups,
maybe in the business you do, maybe they’re
not Democrats. But I’m really proud of the
fact that I proved that our administration
could be pro-business as well as pro-labor,
pro-growth as well as pro-environment, be-
cause I believe that. I think to have to make
one of those choices puts you in a hole before
you start.

And I’ve really tried to help put our coun-
try in the center of the emerging global econ-
omy. Oftentimes, I was at odds with some
people in my own party for doing it. But look,
now that we have these 16.7 million jobs;
we need to be honest about where they came
from. Thirty percent of our growth came
from expanding exports. That means that
what is morally right for us to do in terms
of helping our neighbors around the world
turns out to be in our economic best interest.

Now, you got all these problems in Asia—
some of them I think were inevitable once
the level of economic activity and movement
of capital got to the point it did, but you have
a quarter of the world in recession today and
another quarter of the world teetering on the
edge. You have—some of our biggest trading
partners in Asia today are flat broke; so that,

for example, in the State of North Dakota,
which basically is a big wheat farming State,
they’re having a veritable depression today.
And part of the reason is that we export half
our wheat, and 40 percent of it goes to Asia,
and they’re buying 30 percent less this year
than they did last year because they don’t
have any money to buy our food.

Now, the International Monetary Fund, I
never thought—if you would have told me—
a lot of things have happened to me that have
surprised me since I’ve been here, I admit
that, about the nature of politics. But if any-
body had ever told me that the IMF would
be a political issue in a congressional elec-
tion, I would never have believed that be-
cause most people still don’t know what the
IMF is. [Laughter]

But they do know—they do know—that
we’ve got to be able to sell what we make
around the world. And when you explain to
people that the International Monetary Fund
helps our friends get back on their feet and
helps prevent the spread of this financial cri-
sis that everybody knows about to Latin
America, our fastest growing markets, where
countries have been shaken even though
they’re doing a good job managing their
economy, and that the Democratic Party fa-
vors keeping our economic growth going and
continuing to lead the world economically,
and we’ve been waiting for 8 months and still
can’t get this passed, I think that’s a major
issue.

And I do not understand how in the world
a person could say, ‘‘I want to be a Senator
from California,’’ which is more closely tied
to Asia than any place in the United States—
not only economically but culturally—‘‘but I
do not want to do our fair share in helping
to restore growth and opportunity in Asia,
in markets for California products.’’ So I’m
happy to run on the issues. We’ve got the
better side of that argument.

And let me just say one thing about the
education issue. In the balanced budget, we
have an education plan that I put together,
based on the over 20 years that Hillary and
I have worked in the schools and worked with
educators and followed the research, and
based on what education leaders say is need-
ed now. And it’s all paid for.
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Here’s what it does—keep in mind, they
won’t even give us a vote on this—put
100,000 teachers out there to lower class size
to an average of 18 in the first 3 grades. It
would build or repair 5,000 schools at a time
when the kids are in house trailers all over
America and when school buildings in inner
cities are being shut down. It would hook
up all the classrooms to the Internet by the
year 2000. It would give college scholarships
to 35,000 young people that they could then
pay off by going into the inner cities and
other educationally underserved areas to
teach. It would create 3,000 charter schools
that are doing a lot, as Congresswoman Har-
man knows, in California and other places
to reform public education.

And to go back to the point Barbara made,
it provides unprecedented amounts of funds
to school districts that will have high stand-
ards, not have social promotion, but won’t
finger children as failures just because the
system they’re in is failing. So if they will
have tutorials, if they will have after-school
programs, if they will have summer school
programs, we help them to set those things
up. That’s our plan. It’s all paid for in the
budget, and we cannot get a vote on it.

So if the American people understand this
is about saving Social Security for the 21st
century, passing the Patients’ Bill of Rights,
putting education at the top of our invest-
ment priorities, and keeping economic
growth going in America and throughout the
world, and we’re on the right side and our
adversaries aren’t, I think we’ve got a good
chance to win that election.

And I think we’ve got a good chance to
convince people who otherwise would not
show up, to come, And that’s what concerns
me. I had hoped that by the time I had been
here 6 years, we’d have some level of greater
harmony and bipartisanship here, and that
a lot of the divisions that I had seen from
afar before I became President would get
better.

I do think in the country all the work we’ve
done to bring people together across racial
and religious and ethnic and cultural lines
is really biting. I think that there is a greater
sense of reaching out and unity in America.
It isn’t true in Washington, but I don’t think

anyone could fairly blame our party or our
administration for that.

And what we’ve got to do is to give the
American people a chance to vote for that
kind of country. With their majority, this
year, the leaders of the Republican Party
have done a few things. They’ve killed cam-
paign finance reform, which would have cut
down on the number of these dinners you
have to attend every year. [Laughter] They
killed the tobacco legislation to protect our
children from the dangers of tobacco. They
killed the Patients’ Bill of Rights. They killed
an increase in the minimum wage for 12 mil-
lion of the hardest working Americans at a
time when unemployment is low and infla-
tion is low. They took a step backwards on
saving Social Security first by passing that tax
bill in the House. They’ve taken a step back-
wards on the environment by continuing to
litter every bill you can find with another en-
vironmental rider. And they’ve taken no ac-
tion on the education agenda and no action
on the International Monetary Fund.

And what I’d like to ask you to do when
you go home—and there are a lot of people
here from all over the country—stick up for
our people who are running. And stick up
for the issues and do what you can to make
sure people understand—everybody that
works for you, everybody you come in con-
tact with—this is a very important election
to vote in. Because what the other guys are
gambling on is, it’s a midterm election and
people are doing well and they will be relax-
ing and they won’t show up.

And what we have to say is this is a magic
moment all right, but the world is not free
of difficulty. Things are changing and we’ve
got big challenges out there, and we’re right
on these issues. That the Democrats are for
saving Social Security, keeping the economy
going, putting education first, and passing the
Patients’ Bill of Rights. I think that’s a pretty
good program.

And I’d like to say one other thing just
for the record, because I know it’s not just
us here because this is being covered by the
press. It is true that Barbara Boxer has been
a conscience of the Senate. It is true that
she stood up for principle. It’s true that she
is an independent voice—she certainly
doesn’t always vote the way I think she ought
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to, and that’s good, that’s what makes Amer-
ica work. But I think it’s also important to
point out for the record that she has been
a very good Senator for California.

I have worked with Jane Harman on issues
that affect her district. I have worked with
many other Members. I’ve worked with Sen-
ator Feinstein on the Mojave Desert and
other things. But California has a lot of peo-
ple in the Congress; it’s the biggest congres-
sional delegation. So there’s a lot of competi-
tion for this. The Member of the California
congressional delegation who has called me
the largest number of times to do something
very specific for the State of California is Bar-
bara Boxer, and I want the voters to know
that.

So you ought to be proud you were here.
But when you go home you ought to think
about what I told you. You don’t want to
wake up on election day or the day after and
think that all those polls of certain voters
were the polls that counted instead of the
polls of registered voters, which reflects how
the people feel. What we have to do is to
bring the public’s feelings to the ballot box
in November. You’ve helped Barbara to-
night; let’s keep working until we can help
them all.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:02 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Smith and Elizabeth F. Bagley; Dorothy
and Tony Rodham, the First Lady’s mother and
brother; Ben Barnes, owner, Entrecorp; and
former Representative Marty Russo.

Statement on Senate Action on the
‘‘Higher Education Amendments of
1998’’
September 29, 1998

I am delighted that the Senate today
passed the Higher Education Amendments
of 1998. This legislation marks an important
step forward in my effort to help more Amer-
icans enter the doors of college. In today’s
global economy, what you earn depends on
what you learn. This bill will make it easier
for millions of Americans to get the higher
education they need to succeed in the global
economy. It also demonstrates how we can

make progress on education policy when we
choose bipartisan cooperation over division.

By adopting the new low interest rate for
student loans we proposed last winter, this
bill will save American students and their
families billions of dollars in interest pay-
ments. But this bill does much more to help
all Americans go to college. It responds to
the challenge I issued in the State of the
Union to create a ‘‘High Hopes’’ initiative,
where colleges reach down to middle school
students in high-poverty areas to give them
the support they need to be ready for higher
education; incorporates our ideas on recruit-
ing and training top-notch teachers for our
public schools; builds on our efforts to deploy
cutting-edge technology so that our students
can learn anytime, anywhere; and modern-
izes the delivery of student aid by creating
the Government’s first-ever performance
based organization, a recommendation made
by the Vice President’s National Perform-
ance Review.

I look forward to signing this bill into law,
and I urge Congress to provide the accom-
panying funding for these new critical initia-
tives so that they can work effectively to give
America’s students the quality education they
deserve.

Statement on the Death of Tom
Bradley

September 29, 1998

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of
the death of Mayor Tom Bradley. The son
of a sharecropper who became a police lieu-
tenant, he rose to lead our Nation’s second
largest city for two decades. He was a build-
er, bringing a remarkably successful Olympic
Games to Los Angeles, encouraging a thriv-
ing downtown and improving mass transit.
Just as important, he built bridges across the
lines that divide us, uniting people of many
races and backgrounds in the most diverse
city in America. He was a pioneer and a lead-
er. Our thoughts and prayers are with Ethel
and their family.
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Statement on Senate Action on the
‘‘Year 2000 Information and
Readiness Disclosure Act’’
September 29, 1998

I am pleased that the Senate last night
passed the ‘‘Year 2000 Information and
Readiness Disclosure Act,’’ important bipar-
tisan legislation to help our Nation prepare
its computer systems for the new millen-
nium.

This bill, which builds upon a proposal my
administration submitted to Congress in July,
will help businesses, State and local govern-
ment, and Federal agencies better address
the year 2000 (Y2K) problem by providing
limited liability protections to encourage
greater information sharing about solutions,
while also protecting consumers from mis-
leading advertising or other statements when
purchasing products for their own use.

January 1, 2000, is one deadline we cannot
push back. I urge the House to pass this criti-
cal legislation before the end of the legisla-
tive session. I look forward to signing it into
law so that Y2K information sharing will en-
able the Nation to prepare for this global
challenge.

Memorandum on Assistance for
Federal Employees Affected by
Hurricane Georges
September 29, 1998

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Assistance for Federal Employees
Affected by Hurricane Georges

I am deeply concerned about the devastat-
ing losses suffered by many as a result of
Hurricane Georges. Multiple parts of the
Federal Government have been mobilized to
respond to this disaster.

As part of this effort, I ask the heads of
executive departments and agencies who
have Federal civilian employees in des-
ignated disaster areas resulting from Hurri-
cane Georges and its aftermath (including
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands) to
use their discretion to excuse from duty,
without charge to leave or loss of pay, any

such employee who is prevented from re-
porting to work or faced with a personal
emergency because of this disaster and who
can be spared from his or her usual respon-
sibilities. This policy also should be applied
to any employee who is needed for emer-
gency law enforcement, relief, or clean-up
efforts authorized by Federal, State, or other
officials having jurisdiction.

I am also authorizing the Office of Person-
nel Management (OPM) to determine
whether there is a need to establish an emer-
gency leave transfer program to assist em-
ployees affected by this major disaster. An
emergency leave transfer program would
permit employees in an executive agency to
donate their unused annual leave for transfer
to employees of the same or other agencies
who were adversely affected by the hurricane
and who need additional time off for recov-
ery. If the need for donated annual leave be-
comes evident, I direct OPM to establish the
emergency leave transfer program and pro-
vide additional information to agencies on
the programs’s administration.

William J. Clinton

Memorandum on Funding for the
Korean Peninsula Energy
Development Organization
September 29, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 98–37

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Use of $10 Million in
Nonproliferation, Anti-Terrorism, Demining
and Related Programs Account Funds and
$5 Million in Economic Support Funds for
a U.S. Contribution to the Korean Peninsula
Development Organization (KEDO)

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 614(a)(1) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2364(a)(1) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine
that it is important to the security interests
of the United States to furnish up to $10 mil-
lion in funds made available under the head-
ing ‘‘Nonproliferation, Anti-Terrorism,
Demining and Related Programs’’ in title II
of the Foreign Operations, Export Financing,
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and Related Programs Appropriations Act,
1998 (Public Law 105–118), and $5 million
in funds made available under Chapter 4 of
Part II of the Act for the U.S. contribution
to KEDO without regard to any provision
of law within the scope of section 614(a)(1).
I hereby authorize this contribution.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress
and to arrange for its publication in the Fed-
eral Register.

William J. Clinton

Memorandum on Withholding
Assistance to the Government of
Chad
September 29, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 98–38

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense, the Administrator of
the Agency for International Development
Subject: Presidential Determination
Pursuant to Section 582(a) of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 1998, on
Withholding Assistance to the Government
of Chad

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 582(a) of the Foreign Operations, Ex-
port Financing, and Related Programs Ap-
propriations Act, 1998 (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby:

(1) determine and certify that the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Chad is
violating a sanction against Libya im-
posed pursuant to United Nations Se-
curity Council Resolution 748; and

(2) direct that funds not yet obligated
that were allocated for Chad under
section 653(a) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (the ‘‘FAA’’) out of
appropriations in the Act for pro-
grams under chapters 4 and 5 of Part
II of the FAA shall be withheld from
obligation and expenditure for Chad.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress and to arrange for its publication
in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Proclamation 7128—National
Disability Employment Awareness
Month, 1998

September 29, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Today America is enjoying great prosper-
ity, with the prospect of an even brighter fu-
ture in the 21st century. Our economy is the
strongest it has been in a generation. We
have created more than 16 million new jobs
in the past 5 years, and we are witnessing
the lowest inflation rate in three decades, the
lowest unemployment rate in 28 years, and
the smallest welfare rolls in 29 years. But we
cannot consider ourselves truly successful
until all Americans, including the 30 million
working-age adults with disabilities, have ac-
cess to the tools and opportunities they need
to achieve economic independence.

The Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) is making it possible for millions of
Americans to participate more fully in our
society. However, 8 years after the ADA’s
passage, the unemployment rate among peo-
ple with disabilities is still far too high. Al-
most 75 percent of working-age Americans
with severe disabilities remain unemployed.
If America is to live up to its promise of equal
opportunity, and if our economy is to con-
tinue to strengthen and expand, we must be
able to draw on the untapped energy, talents,
and creativity of this large and capable seg-
ment of our population.

Last March, I issued an Executive order
to establish the National Task Force on Em-
ployment of Adults with Disabilities and
begin to break down the remaining barriers
for people with disabilities. I charged the
Task Force with creating a coordinated and
aggressive national strategy to make equality
of opportunity, full participation, inclusion,
and economic self-sufficiency a reality for all
working-age Americans with disabilities. I
have also directed the Attorney General, the
Chair of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, and the Administrator of the
Small Business Administration to increase
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public awareness of rights and responsibil-
ities under the ADA. It is particularly impor-
tant to reach out in this effort to the small
business community, because it employs
most of our Nation’s private work force.

Employment is the best path to economic
security and to personal and professional ful-
fillment. I salute disability community lead-
ers, business and labor leaders, government
officials, community organizations, and con-
cerned citizens who are working together to
remove the remaining obstacles on that path
so that all Americans with disabilities have
the opportunity to contribute to our national
life.

To recognize the great potential of people
with disabilities and to encourage all Ameri-
cans to work toward their full integration in
the work force, the Congress, by joint resolu-
tion approved August 11, 1945, as amended
(36 U.S.C. 155), has designated October of
each year as ‘‘National Disability Employ-
ment Awareness Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 1998 as National
Disability Employment Awareness Month. I
call upon government officials, educators,
labor leaders, employers, and the people of
the United States to observe this month with
appropriate programs and activities that reaf-
firm our determination to fulfill both the let-
ter and the spirit of the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-ninth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-eight, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 1, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 2.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Liberia
September 29, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Liberia is just emerging from a 7-year civil

war. Since democratic elections were held in
July 1997 there have been moments of insta-
bility in that country. In the past 10 days,
conflict erupted between Liberian security
forces and supporters of another former fac-
tion leader, Roosevelt Johnson.

On the morning of September 19, Liberian
government security forces fired on a small
group of Liberians led by former Ulimo
Krahn faction leader Roosevelt Johnson, who
was speaking with U.S. Embassy officials out-
side the Embassy compound, after Johnson
and his group were initially refused refuge.
When Liberian government security forces
opened fire on the group, the Embassy offi-
cials fled into the U.S. Embassy, and in the
chaos were joined by the Johnson party. Two
Americans were wounded in the melee and
four members of the Johnson party were
killed. The U.S. personnel injured in the gun-
fire were a government contractor and an
Embassy staff member.

Responding to a U.S. request for enhanced
security, forces of the Economic Community
of West Africa Observer Group (ECOMOG)
subsequently positioned themselves in a de-
fensive perimeter around the Embassy.
Later, a group of 23 supporters of Mr. John-
son was discovered hiding on the Embassy
grounds. After extensive negotiations be-
tween President Taylor and representatives
of the U.S. Government and western African
states, permission was obtained to airlift Mr.
Johnson and his party to Freetown, Sierra
Leone. This was accomplished without inci-
dent on September 25, 1998.

The situation in Monrovia continues to be
uncertain and could deteriorate. Although
ECOMOG forces remain in the vicinity of
the Embassy compound, their numbers have
been reduced. Our Embassy believes that se-
curity could deteriorate rapidly during Presi-
dent Taylor’s absence for an official visit to
France. The Embassy does, however, project
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that, barring further incidents, security
should significantly improve over the course
of the next several weeks as factional tensions
ease in the wake of Mr. Johnson’s departure.
There are approximately 230 non-official
American citizens in Liberia and 29 official
Americans at the Embassy.

On September 27, 1998, due to the tenu-
ous security situation and the potential threat
to American citizens and the Embassy in
Monrovia, a stand-by response and evacu-
ation force of approximately 30 U.S. military
personnel from the U.S. European Com-
mand deployed to Freetown, Sierra Leone.
About half of this unit has moved onto the
Navy’s coastal patrol craft, USS CHINOOK
(PC–9), which is operating in the waters off
Monrovia. The U.S. military personnel are
prepared, if needed, to augment the Embas-
sy’s security unit in Monrovia and to conduct
an evacuation of American citizens, if re-
quired. Although the U.S. military personnel
are equipped for combat, this action is being
undertaken solely for the purpose of prepar-
ing to protect American citizens and prop-
erty. The U.S. forces will redeploy as soon
as it is determined that the threat to the Em-
bassy compound has ended or, if an evacu-
ation is necessary, it is completed.

I have taken this action pursuant to my
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for-
eign relations and as Commander in Chief
and Chief Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my
efforts to keep the Congress fully informed,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution.
I appreciate the support of the Congress in
this action to assist in Embassy security and
the security of American citizens overseas.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Remarks on Achieving a Budget
Surplus
September 30, 1998

Thank you very much. Let me begin by
saying to Kay McClure, we thank you for

being here. All of us who have been a part
of this effort to tame the deficit and to turn
our economy around, we did it for people
like you. And I think you made everybody
here proud to be an American and everybody
who was part of that project proud of that.

I’d like to thank the members of the Cabi-
net and administration who are here, and the
former Cabinet members. I would also like
to say that we invited Henry Fowler, who
was President Johnson’s Treasury Secretary
the last time the budget was balanced, to
come here, but he couldn’t come because
of hip surgery. Our thoughts are with him,
and his thoughts are with us today.

I want to thank Senator Moynihan and
Senator Robb, Senator Rockefeller, Senator
Breaux, Senator Conrad, Senator Dorgan.
Mr. Sabo, who was our chair, along with Sen-
ator Moynihan back in ’93; and Congressmen
Boyd, Brown, Edwards, Filner, Congress-
woman Furse, Congressmen Hastings,
Hinojosa, Markey, Vento, Wise, and Con-
gresswoman Thurman for being here.

The Vice President also noted that there
were several former Members of Congress
here who voted for the budget in 1993. There
are quite a number here, and since they—
most of them who are here paid quite a high
price for doing what makes it possible for
us to be here today, I’d like to ask them to
stand. Would every Member of Congress
who is no longer a Member of Congress, who
was here and voted for that budget in ’93
please stand. Thank you very much. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

Mark Twain once said that two things no-
body should ever have to watch being made
are laws and sausages. And the aftermath
sometimes is not very pretty. They and many
others had to endure being accused of raising
taxes on people they didn’t, being accused
of not lowering taxes for people they did, and
all manner of other perfidy to try to bring
us to this moment, to break the spell that
had gripped America and led to a quad-
rupling of the debt of this country in the pre-
vious 12 years. And a lot of the people who
are still here took very significant risks, as
well, and set the stage for what has been
done since.

Let me ask you to begin by just thinking
about what 29 years means. Twenty-nine
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years ago Neil Armstrong walked on the
moon, Bonanza was one of our top-rated TV
shows, and Sammy Sosa was one year old.
[Laughter] We have waited a long time for
this, not quite as long as we waited for Roger
Maris’ record to be broken but nearly.

For 29 years, the last day of the fiscal year
was not a day of celebration but a day we
were handed a powerful reminder of our
Government’s inability to live within its
means. In the 12 years before this adminis-
tration took office the debt quadrupled, par-
tisan gridlock intensified, and a crushing debt
was being imposed upon our children. These
deficits hobbled economic growth, spiked in-
terest rates, robbed too many people of their
chance at the American dream.

The end of this fiscal year, obviously, is
different as the flashing sign behind me
shows. Tonight at midnight, America puts an
end to three decades of deficits and launches
a new era of balanced budgets and surpluses.
While the numbers will not be official until
the end of the month, we expect the 1998
surplus to be about $70 billion. [Applause]
Thank you.

This is the largest surplus on record and,
as a percentage of our economy, the largest
one since the 1950’s. Our economy is the
strongest in a generation. That’s why we see
the deficit clock has become a surplus clock.
It will tally the growing opportunities of the
21st century. It is a landmark achievement
not just for those in this room who have
played a role in it but, indeed, for all the
American people. And it will be a gift-giving
achievement for generations to come.

I want you to think about what this means
for our democracy and also what it means
for our obligations now. First and foremost,
as our previous speaker so eloquently noted,
balancing the budget has brought tangible
economic benefits to the American people.

In the 1980’s, high interest rates kept en-
trepreneurs from starting new businesses.
Tight money made it harder for people to
buy a new home. When I came to Washing-
ton 6 years ago nearly everybody felt our
economy was drifting. College graduates
were having a hard time finding jobs; factory
workers were seeing their industries fall be-
hind foreign competition. The deficit then

was $290 billion and projected to be over
$350 billion this year alone.

But even more than the economic prob-
lems, the deficit seemed to be Exhibit A for
those who claimed that America was in de-
cline. The notion seems preposterous today.
But it’s worth remembering that just a dec-
ade ago the idea of America in decline was
widely accepted in some circles, not only
here but around the world. There were works
of scholarship suggesting we were bound to
go the way of other powers who had risen
and then fallen. There was a little defeatism
that became part of the conventional wisdom
here in Washington, symbolized by this Na-
tional Government that was inefficient, inef-
fectual, and insolvent. And therefore, the
Government became the poster child for
what people said was happening to America.
The two political parties seemed inevitably
locked in a series of false choices between
old ideas competing in a very new time.

But a funny thing happened on the road
to American decline. The American people
stepped in. Just as we have at every critical
juncture in our history, the people came to-
gether once again to become the captains of
our fate, the commanders of our destiny.
That is really what we celebrate here today.

The American people simply demanded a
new direction. They demanded that our Gov-
ernment put its house in order. They de-
manded that America’s greatness be re-
asserted, that opportunity be provided again
to all who are willing to work for it. They
demanded that we be able to say with con-
fidence that the greatest days of this country
still lie before us.

And so, in 1993, the Members of our party
in Congress, some at the cost of their careers,
took the courageous action which began the
road we celebrate today, a new economic
strategy that reduced the deficit by more
than 90 percent. Then 4 years later, Congress
put progress over partisanship and passed a
bipartisan balanced budget agreement that
closed the rest of the deficit gap and will
keep us in balance structurally for many years
to come.

The deficit reduction has saved the Amer-
ican people more than a trillion dollars on
the national debt. The new strategy has
helped lead to lower interest rates, higher
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investments, unprecedented prosperity. We
have already heard about that. The unem-
ployment rate is the lowest in 28 years, the
percentage of Americans on welfare the low-
est in 29 years, the inflation rate the lowest
in 33 years. More than 6 million American
families have realized their dreams of owning
a first home; another 10 million have refi-
nanced their homes they had. Today, home-
ownership is the highest in history. And for
millions of Americans, these lower interest
rates have amounted to an unofficial tax cut
of tens of billions of dollars, making a college
education, a new car, a family vacation more
affordable.

Now, balancing the budget and increasing
our investment in our people is the core of
a new vision of Government, one that lives
within its means; one that is the smallest in
35 years but, with the Vice President’s lead-
ership, has been redesigned to meet the chal-
lenges of this new era; one that cuts wasteful
spending but also makes significant invest-
ments in education, health, and the environ-
ment. We have done a lot to make this new
economy. But we now have to do more to
see that all our people can participate in it
fully.

Our success has helped to inspire con-
fidence here and around the world. Six years
ago, when I went to my first G–7 meeting
in Tokyo, every leader told me that America
was holding the rest of the world back and
that, unless we were willing to get our deficit
down, we would always be a drag on the
world; we were taking money away; we were
keeping interest rates high; that it was unfair.

Well, what we have done in the last 6 years
has also helped to spark economic growth
elsewhere. But now that there is so much
turbulence for other reasons in other parts
of the world, it is important to remember
that our growing economy is today serving
as a bulwark of stability in the rest of the
world and that without it the rest of the world
would be in much worse shape, indeed.

Now, let me just ask you very briefly be-
fore we close in this celebration, what are
we going to do with this moment of celebra-
tion of the balanced budget and unprece-
dented prosperity? What exactly are we going
to do with it? That really is before the Amer-
ican people today.

We see from troubled economies around
the world, in my view, that this is not a time
to simply celebrate and rest. It is not a time
to be distracted from our mission of strength-
ening our country for the new century, of
leading the world toward prosperity and
peace and freedom, of bringing our people
together.

For the sake of our children, now that
we’ve balanced the budget, I think the first
thing we ought to do is commit ourselves to
save Social Security for the 21st century. The
system is in very good shape now, but every-
one knows in its present terms it is not sus-
tainable when the baby boomers retire. And
that if we do not act now, when the baby
boomers do retire, we will be confronted
with two very unpleasant choices: One is to
lower the standard of living of the baby
boomers so that their children can continue
on with their business; the other is to lower
the standard of living of their children and
their ability to raise our grandchildren so that
we can live in the same manner that seniors
today are living. Neither choice need be
made if we act now with discipline and use
the fact that we’re going to have this surplus
to make a downpayment and to begin with
deliberation to save Social Security. It is a
huge issue.

Now I am well aware that it is a popular
thing, particularly right here, just 4 weeks
and change before an election day, to serve
up a tax cut, to say, ‘‘Well, we’ve got a sur-
plus. We’re going to give you some of your
money back.’’ But all of us know this surplus
was run up over the years—or the deficit
over the years was made smaller because we
actually were taking in more money in Social
Security taxes than we were paying out. And
all of us know that this problem is looming
out there and will need money to fix. And
so I think the American people have waited
29 years, and I think most Americans would
like to see the ink change from red to black
and then just dry a little—[laughter]—before
we put it at risk.

But if you think about this issue, there is
hardly anything that goes to the core of what
we are as a people more than our sense that
we owe an obligation to both our parents and
our children. And if we squander this surplus
and start spending a little here, a little there,
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a little yonder on the tax cuts just because
we’re a few weeks before an election, before
we take care of this, what are we going to
do when times get tough and we still have
to take care of it?

So I say to all of you again, I think that’s
the first thing that we ought to do. We are
not against tax cuts. There are tax cuts in
this budget, as has already been said, for edu-
cation, for child care, to help small businesses
provide pensions for their employees. There
are tax cuts for environmental investments
that help to cut energy bills. But we don’t
take any money out of the surplus. We adopt-
ed a disciplined framework for the future in
1997. We ought not to depart from it. We
had a bipartisan commitment to that frame-
work in 1997, and we ought not to depart
from it.

The second thing we ought to do is to rec-
ognize that we have money set aside in the
budget to invest in education, and we’re still
a long way from having the ability to say that
every American child can get a world-class
education. We ought to fund smaller classes.
We ought to fund the initiative to revitalize,
repair, or build 5,000 schools, to hook up all
our classrooms to the Internet, to give kids
in troubled communities mentoring pro-
grams, guarantees they can go on to college,
after-school programs, summer schools pro-
grams, the kind of things that don’t treat
them as failures just because the system
they’ve been in has failed.

We ought to pass the Patients’ Bill of
Rights for the 160 million Americans that are
in managed care to put health care first and
make sure you’re managing for a healthier
America, not the other way around. We
ought to keep the economy going and main-
tain our leadership in the global economy by
funding our fair share of the International
Monetary Fund because, as Alan Greenspan
said the other day, we cannot forever main-
tain our position as an island of prosperity
in a sea of distress.

Now, that’s what we ought to be doing.
So we’re here to celebrate. But this country
is here now, after 220 years, still again at the
top of its game, having totally debunked all
the defeatists who said we were in decline.
But let’s not forget why it happened. Don’t
you ever forget that these seven people back

here stood up, and a lot like them, and laid
their jobs on the line for America’s future.

Now, when no one has that kind of risk,
nobody is being asked to cut their throat and
give up a job they love and work they believe
in to do the right thing, no one is being asked
to do that, how can we possibly walk away
from this session of Congress, when there
is no pain in doing the right thing, not the
kind of pain they had to endure, without say-
ing we’re going to save Social Security first,
put education as our first investment priority,
pass a Patients’ Bill of Rights, and keep
America and the world’s economy growing?
How can we do that? We owe it to the people
who made the sacrifice that brought us to
this day to build for another day. We should
not sit on or celebrate this balanced budget.
We should build on it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:21 a.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to J. ‘‘Kay’’ McClure, presi-
dent, Walhonde Tools, Inc., who introduced the
President, and former Representative Martin Olav
Sabo.

Memorandum on Refugee
Admissions
September 30, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 98–39

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Presidential Determination on FY
1999 Refugee Admissions Numbers and
Authorizations of In-Country Refugee Status
Pursuant To Sections 207 and 101(a)(42),
Respectively, of the Immigration and
Nationality Act, and Determination Pursuant
to Section 2(b)(2) of the Migration and
Refugee Assistance Act, as Amended

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (the ‘‘Act’’) (8
U.S.C. 1157), as amended, and after appro-
priate consultation with the Congress, I here-
by make the following determinations and
authorize the following actions:

The admission of up to 78,000 refugees
to the United States during FY 1999 is
justified by humanitarian concerns or is
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otherwise in the national interest; pro-
vided, however, that this number shall
be understood as including persons ad-
mitted to the United States during FY
1999 with Federal refugee resettlement
assistance under the Amerasian immi-
grant admissions program, as provided
below.

The 78,000 admissions numbers shall be
allocated among refugees of special humani-
tarian concern to the United States in accord-
ance with the following regional allocations;
provided, however, that the number allo-
cated to the East Asia region shall include
persons admitted to the United States during
FY 1999 with Federal refugee resettlement
assistance under section 584 of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act of 1988, as con-
tained in section 101(e) of Public Law 100–
202 (Amerasian immigrants and their family
members); provided further that the number
allocated to the former Soviet Union shall
include persons admitted who were nationals
of the former Soviet Union, or in the case
of persons having no nationality, who were
habitual residents of the former Soviet
Union, prior to September 2, 1991:
Africa ............................................................... 12,000
East Asia ......................................................... 9,000
Europe (includes 3,000 unfunded) ............... 48,000
Latin America/Caribbean ............................... 3,000
Near East/South Asia ..................................... 4,000
Unallocated ..................................................... 2,000

Within the Europe ceiling are 3,000 un-
funded numbers allocated to the former
Soviet Union for use as needed provided
that resources within existing appropria-
tions are available to fund the cost of
their admission. The 2,000 unallocated
numbers shall be allocated as needed to
regional ceilings where shortfalls de-
velop. Unused admissions numbers allo-
cated to a particular region may be
transferred to one or more other regions
if there is an overriding need for greater
numbers for the region or regions to
which the numbers are being trans-
ferred. You are hereby authorized and

directed to consult with the Judiciary
Committees of the Congress prior to
any such use of the unallocated numbers
or reallocation of numbers from one re-
gion to another.

Pursuant to section 2(b)(2) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of
1962, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2601(b)(2), I hereby determine that as-
sistance to or on behalf of persons apply-
ing for admission to the United States
as part of the overseas refugee admis-
sions program will contribute to the for-
eign policy interests of the United States
and designate such persons for this pur-
pose.

An additional 10,000 refugee admissions
numbers shall be made available during
FY 1999 for the adjustment to perma-
nent resident status under section
209(b) of the Immigration and National-
ity Act (8 U.S.C. 1159(b)) of aliens who
have been granted asylum in the United
States under section 208 of the Act (8
U.S.C. 1158), as this is justified by hu-
manitarian concerns or is otherwise in
the national interest.

In accordance with section 101(a)(42) of
the Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(42)) and after ap-
propriate consultation with the Congress, I
also specify that, for FY 1999, the following
persons may, if otherwise qualified, be con-
sidered refugees for the purpose of admis-
sion to the United States within their coun-
tries of nationality or habitual residence:

a. Persons in Vietnam
b. Persons in Cuba
c. Persons in the former Soviet Union

You are authorized and directed to report
this determination to the Congress imme-
diately and to publish it in the Federal Reg-
ister.

William J. Clinton

cc: The Attorney General
The Secretary of Health and Human Services
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Memorandum on Funding for the
Court To Try Accused Perpetrators
of the Pan Am 103 Bombing

September 30, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 98–40

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Transfer of Funds to Support Court
to Try Accused Perpetrators of Pan Am 103
Bombing

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
the laws of the United States, including sec-
tion 610(a) of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby de-
termine that, to provide support for the es-
tablishment and functioning of the court pro-
posed to be established in The Netherlands
for the trial of suspects in the Pan Am 103
bombing case, it is necessary for the purposes
of the Act that $3 million of funds made avail-
able for section 23 of the Arms Export Con-
trol Act for fiscal year 1998 for the costs of
direct loans, and $4,945,800 of funds made
available for section 551 of the Act for fiscal
year 1998, be transferred to, and consoli-
dated with, funds made available for Chapter
4 of Part II of the Act, and such funds are
hereby so transferred and consolidated.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
report this determination to the Congress
and to arrange for its publication in the Fed-
eral Register.

William J. Clinton

Memorandum on Providing
International Counternarcotics
Assistance to Certain Countries

September 30, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 98–41

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of
Defense, the Attorney General, the Secretary
of Transportation

Subject: Drawdrawn Under Section 506(a)(2)
of the Foreign Assistance Act to Provide
Counternarcotics Assistance to Bolivia,
Brazil, Colombia, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Guatemala, Honduras, Jamaica,
Mexico, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, and the
Countries of the Eastern Caribbean

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 506(a)(2) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C.
2318(a)(2) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine
that it is in the national interest of the United
States to draw down articles and services
from the inventory and resources of the De-
partment of Defense, military education and
training from the Department of Defense,
and articles and services from the inventory
and resources of the Departments of Justice,
State, Transportation, and the Treasury for
the purpose of providing international nar-
cotics assistance to Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Peru, and Trini-
dad and Tobago; and to Antigua and Bar-
buda, Barbados, Dominica, Grenada, St.
Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia, and St. Vincent
and the Grenadines (hereinafter, ‘‘the East-
ern Caribbean countries’’).

Therefore, I direct the drawdown of up
to $75 million of articles and services from
the inventory and resources of the Depart-
ments of Defense, Transportation, Justice,
State, and the Treasury, and military edu-
cation and training from the Department of
Defense, for Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Do-
minican Republic, Ecuador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Peru, Trinidad
and Tobago, and the Eastern Caribbean
countries for the purposes and under the au-
thorities of chapter 8 of part I of the Act.
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As a matter of policy and consistent with
past practice, the Administration will seek to
ensure that the assistance furnished under
this drawdown is not provided to any unit
of any foreign country’s security forces if that
unit is credibly alleged to have committed
gross violations of human rights unless the
government of such country is taking effec-
tive measures to bring the responsible mem-
bers of that unit to justice.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress immediately and to arrange for its
publication in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

Proclamation 7129—National
Domestic Violence Awareness
Month, 1998
September 30, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Domestic violence is a leading cause of in-

jury to American women, and teenage girls
between the ages of 16 and 19 experience
one of the highest rates of such violence. A
woman is battered every 15 seconds in the
Untied States, and 30 percent of female mur-
der victims are killed by current or former
partners. Equally disturbing is the impact of
domestic violence on children. Witnessing
such violence has a devastating emotional ef-
fect on children, and between 50 and 70 per-
cent of men who abuse their female partners
abuse their children as well. From inner cit-
ies to rural communities, domestic violence
affects individuals of every age, culture, class,
gender, race, and religion.

Combatting the violence that threatens
many of our Nation’s families is among my
highest priorities as President. Through the
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), in-
cluded in the historic Crime Bill I signed into
law, we have more than tripled funding for
programs that combat domestic violence and
sexual abuse—investing over half a billion
dollars since 1994. The Violence Against
Women Office at the Department of Justice,
which coordinates the Federal Government’s

implementation of the Act, is leading a com-
prehensive national effort to combine tough
Federal laws with assistance to State and
local programs designed to fight domestic vi-
olence and aid its victims. With VAWA
grants, communities across our country have
been able to hire more prosecutors and im-
prove domestic violence training among po-
lice officers, prosecutors, and health and so-
cial service professionals.

My Administration has also worked to
enact other important legislation that sends
the clear message that family violence is a
serious crime. The Interstate Stalking Pun-
ishment and Prevention Act of 1996 stiffens
the penalties against perpetrators who pur-
sue women across State lines to stalk, threat-
en, or abuse them; and an extension of the
Brady Law prohibits anyone convicted of a
domestic violence offense from owning a
firearm. Since 1996, the 24-hour National
Domestic Violence Hotline (1–800–799–
SAFE) we established has provided imme-
diate crisis intervention, counseling, and re-
ferrals for those in need, responding to as
many as 10,000 calls each month.

In observing the month of October as Na-
tional Domestic Violence Awareness Month,
we also recognize the dedicated efforts of
professionals and volunteers who take up this
cause every day, offering protection, guid-
ance, encouragement, and compassion to the
survivors of family violence. We reaffirm our
pledge to strengthen our collective national
response to crimes of domestic violence.
Most important, we strengthen our commit-
ment to raise public awareness of the fre-
quency of domestic violence, recognize the
signs of such violence, and intervene before
it escalates. If we are ever to erase the pain
of these heinous crimes, we must help vic-
tims become survivors and, once and for all,
end the scourge of violence in America’s
homes.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 1998 as
National Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. I call upon government officials, law
enforcement agencies, health professionals,
educators, community leaders, and the
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American people to join together to end the
domestic violence that threatens so many of
our people.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of September, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 2, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 5.

Executive Order 13103—Computer
Software Piracy
September 30, 1998

The United States Government is the
world’s largest purchaser of computer-relat-
ed services and equipment, purchasing more
than $20 billion annually. At a time when
a critical component in discussions with our
international trading partners concerns their
efforts to combat piracy of computer soft-
ware and other intellectual property, it is in-
cumbent on the United States to ensure that
its own practices as a purchaser and user of
computer software are beyond reproach. Ac-
cordingly, by the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States of America, it is hereby
ordered as follows:

Section 1. Policy. It shall be the policy
of the United States Government that each
executive agency shall work diligently to pre-
vent and combat computer software piracy
in order to give effect to copyrights associ-
ated with computer software by observing
the relevant provisions of international agree-
ments in effect in the United States, includ-
ing applicable provisions of the World Trade
Organization Agreement on Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights, the
Berne Convention for the Protection of Lit-
erary and Artistic Works, and relevant provi-
sions of Federal law, including the Copyright
Act.

(a) Each agency shall adopt procedures to
ensure that the agency does not acquire, re-

produce, distribute, or transmit computer
software in violation of applicable copyright
laws.

(b) Each agency shall establish procedures
to ensure that the agency has present on its
computers and uses only computer software
not in violation of applicable copyright laws.
These procedures may include:

(1) preparing agency inventories of the
software present on its computers;

(2) determining what computer software
the agency has the authorization to use; and

(3) developing and maintaining adequate
recordkeeping systems.

(c) Contractors and recipients of Federal
financial assistance, including recipients of
grants and loan guarantee assistance, should
have appropriate systems and controls in
place to ensure that Federal funds are not
used to acquire, operate, or maintain com-
puter software in violation of applicable
copyright laws. If agencies become aware
that contractors or recipients are using Fed-
eral funds to acquire, operate, or maintain
computer software in violation of copyright
laws and determine that such actions of the
contractors or recipients may affect the in-
tegrity of the agency’s contracting and Fed-
eral financial assistance processes, agencies
shall take such measures, including the use
of certifications or written assurances, as the
agency head deems appropriate and consist-
ent with the requirements of law.

(d) Executive agencies shall cooperate
fully in implementing this order and shall
share information as appropriate that may be
useful in combating the use of compute soft-
ware in violation of applicable copyright laws.

Sec. 2. Responsibilities of Agency Heads.
In connection with the acquisition and use
of computer software, the head of each exec-
utive agency shall:

(a) ensure agency compliance with copy-
right laws protecting computer software and
with the provisions of this order to ensure
that only authorized computer software is ac-
quired for and used on the agency’s comput-
ers;

(b) utilize performance measures as rec-
ommended by the Chief Information Offi-
cers Council pursuant to section 3 of this
order to assess the agency’s compliance with
this order;
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(c) educate appropriate agency personnel
regarding copyrights protecting computer
software and the policies and procedures
adopted by the agency to honor them; and

(d) ensure that the policies, procedures,
and practices of the agency related to copy-
rights protecting computer software are ade-
quate and fully implement the policies set
forth in this order.

Sec. 3. Chief Information Officers Coun-
cil. The Chief Information Officers Council
(‘‘Council’’) established by section 3 of Exec-
utive Order No. 13011 of July 16, 1996, shall
be the principal interagency forum to im-
prove executive agency practices regarding
the acquisition and use of computer software,
and monitoring and combating the use of un-
authorized computer software. The Council
shall provide advice and make recommenda-
tions to executive agencies and to the Office
of Management and Budget regarding appro-
priate government-wide measures to carry
out this order. The Council shall issue its ini-
tial recommendations within 6 months of the
date of this order.

Sec. 4. Office of Management and Budget.
The Director of the Office of Management
and Budget, in carrying out responsibilities
under the Clinger-Cohen Act, shall utilize
appropriate oversight mechanisms to foster
agency compliance with the policies set forth
on this order. In carrying out these respon-
sibilities, the Director shall consider any rec-
ommendations made by the Council under
section 3 of this order regarding practices
and policies to be instituted on a govern-
ment-wide basis to carry out this order.

Sec. 5. Definition. ‘‘Executive agency’’ and
‘‘agency’’ have the meaning given to that
term in section 4(1) of the Office of Federal
Procurement Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 403(1)).

Sec. 6. National Security. In the interest
of national security, nothing in this order
shall be construed to require the disclosure
of intelligence sources or methods or to oth-
erwise impair the authority of those agencies
listed at 50 U.S. 401a(4) to carry out intel-
ligence activities.

Sec. 7. Law Enforcement Activities. Noth-
ing in this order shall be construed to require
the disclosure of law enforcement investiga-
tive sources or methods or to prohibit or oth-
erwise impair any lawful investigative or pro-

tective activity undertaken for or by any offi-
cer, agent, or employee of the United States
or any person acting pursuant to a contract
or other agreement with such entities.

Sec. 8. Scope. Nothing in this order shall
be construed to limit or otherwise affect the
interpretation, application, or operation of 28
U.S.C. 1498.

Sec. 9. Judicial Review. This Executive
order is intended only to improve the inter-
nal management of the executive branch and
does not create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, at law or equity by
a party against the United States, its agencies
or instrumentalities, its officers or employ-
ees, or any other person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 30, 1998.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 2, 1998]

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on October 1, and
it was published in the Federal Register on Octo-
ber 5.

Remarks on the Legislative Agenda
for Education
October 1, 1998

Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, there
really is nothing for me to say. I want to thank
the previous speakers, each in their own way,
for what they have given and what they will
give to the children of our country. I believe
that Secretary Riley is not only the longest
serving but the most intensely committed
and effective Secretary of Education this
country has ever had.

I thank the Vice President for the vivid
picture he painted for us of what is going
on in these school buildings. We have been
out there. We have been in these buildings.
We have seen them. I believe the largest
number of trailers or temporary classrooms,
or whatever the politically correct term is,
that I have seen at one school is a dozen
in Florida. But they’re everywhere. And
there are a lot of magnificent old buildings
in our cities that any person would be proud
to go to school in if only they were fixed.
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I’d like to thank Senator Daschle and Con-
gressman Bonior and all the Members of
Congress who are here whom they have rep-
resented today, for a genuine, consistent,
passionate commitment to education that I
have seen over my 6 years as President. It
has never failed.

Thank you, Kathryn Scruggs, for giving
your life to the education of our children,
and from the look in your face and the lilt
in your voice, I’d say it’s been a good gift
both ways. Thank you so much. Thank you.

I want to thank all the educators who are
here, Arlene Ackerman, our friends from the
AFT and the NEA and the other education
associations. And I thank the young children
for coming here today for reminding us what
this is all about, welcome. We’re glad you’re
all here from Stevens Elementary.

Let me begin where I meant to end: We
can do this—we can do this. This is not an
insurmountable problem. We have the re-
sources; what we need is the will and the
consensus. We need open minds and open
hearts.

Yesterday I was privileged to announce to
the American people that our Nation has tri-
umphed over an enormous challenge. The
red ink of the Federal budget deficits has
been replaced by a surplus. We have brought
order to our fiscal house. Now it is time to
bring more learning to the schoolhouse.

In the end we needed a bipartisan consen-
sus to pass a Balanced Budget Act that also
had the biggest investment in the health care
of our children in a generation and opened
the doors of college wider than any act since
the passage of the GI bill. That’s what we
need now.

Think of the challenges we have overcome
as a people in the last 6 years. The crime
rate has gone down to a 25-year low. The
welfare rolls are at a 29-year low. It’s the
first time in 29 years we’ve had a balanced
budget. The unemployment rate is at a 28-
year low. The homeownership rate in this
country is at an all-time high.

We are capable of overcoming challenges
that people used to wring their hands about
just a few years ago. But we have to put the
progress of our people over partisanship and
politics. So we all came here—let me join
the chorus and say we came here not to ask

for much from the majority in Congress, just
one day—one day for our children and their
future; one day between now and the end
of this congressional session to strengthen
our public schools, to provide those 100,000
teachers for the smaller classes, to build or
repair those 5,000 schools, to provide those
after-school and summer school programs to
help our students meet higher academic
standards.

In recent days Congress has given us a
glimmer of hope by passing a higher edu-
cation bill that includes our initiatives on
higher education, that will help millions of
Americans receive the college education they
need to compete in the global economy the
Vice President so vividly described. It re-
duces the cost of student loans and provides
for mentors for middle school students who
can get a guarantee that they will be able
to finance their college education if they stay
out of trouble, stay in school, and keep learn-
ing.

I applaud the Congress, members of both
parties who did this, including many who are
here today. Congressmen Goodling and Kil-
dee and Clay; Senator Kennedy and his Re-
publican colleague, Senator Jeffords.

But though we have the finest system of
higher education in the world and this is a
good bill because it opened the doors to it
even wider, we all know we have to have the
finest K through 12 system of education in
the world, and it has to be there for all of
our kids as we grow increasingly more di-
verse. We know that nothing else we can do
will more profoundly expand the circle of op-
portunity, more directly enhance our eco-
nomic competitiveness, more clearly bridge
the divisions of our society and bind us to-
gether as one nation.

And yet no issue has suffered more from
misplaced priorities and partisan pursuits
than America’s public schools. Eight months
ago I sent Congress the education agenda
that has been described today. It demands
accountability from everyone. It says to stu-
dents: We expect you to meet high standards
of learning and discipline, but we want to
give you the help you need to meet those
standards. It should be bipartisan in its ap-
peal.
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There was a time when education was
completely bipartisan because no one asked
you to register by party when you sign up
for school, because every American, even
Americans that have no children in our
schools, have a direct, immediate, and pro-
found interest in the success of our children’s
education.

Now, it is not too late. There is still time
before the end of this session of Congress
to spend that one day so we can cast that
one vote to transform public education, to
reduce the class sizes by adding 100,000
teachers, goals Senator Patty Murray and
Congressman Bill Clay have been fighting
for; to build or modernize those 5,000
schools across our country, goals Congress-
man Charlie Rangel and Senator Carol
Moseley-Braun have worked for hard for, for
a long time now.

The plan also would connect all of our
classrooms in these new or renovated build-
ings to the Internet by the year 2000 and
train teachers to use the Internet properly
and to train our children to do the same.
Every school in this country should be as
modern as the world our children will live
in. One day, one vote, could make it happen.

The third thing we want to do on that one
day is to help our students meet higher stand-
ards; and if they’re in troubled neighbor-
hoods or come from difficult families or have
school systems that haven’t been performing
well, we know they could be helped im-
mensely with summer school and after-
school programs, programs that Senator Bar-
bara Boxer and Congresswoman Nita Lowey
have been spearheading our fight for.

I have seen the benefits of these programs
all across America. Last week I visited a
school in Chicago where all the students
came from the, I think now famous, housing
project of Cabrini-Green. Students in Chi-
cago no longer advance to the next grade un-
less they can pass tests to demonstrate that
they know what they were supposed to learn.
But if they have trouble passing the tests,
they are not branded failures, because the
system has failed them. Instead, they are of-
fered academically enriched summer school
and after-school programs. Over 40,000 chil-
dren now get 3 hot meals a day there. The
summer school is now the sixth biggest

school district in the United States. And
guess what? In that school I visited in
Cabrini-Green, the reading scores have dou-
bled and the math scores have tripled in 3
years.

We only ask for one day for these initia-
tives, and, oh, by the way, one day for a de-
cent appropriations bill. That’s the job that
Congress is supposed to do every year. And
we are depending upon the leadership of
Senator Tom Harkin and Congressman
David Obey to see that we get that kind of
appropriations bill. The one the House has
passed does not meet that test.

Let me tell you a little about it. It short-
changes our youngest children in Head Start,
our new initiatives in higher education for
mentoring children, and preparing quality
teachers. It shortchanges these after-school
care programs. It shortchanges our major
education program to help children learn the
basics. It shortchanges my Hispanic edu-
cation action plan. It shortchanges our efforts
for school reform and high standards and our
commitment to hook all those classrooms up
to the Internet by 2000. It even shortchanges
our efforts for safe, disciplined, drug-free
schools. It shortchanges our young people in
school-to-work efforts. It shortchanges work-
ers who need retraining between jobs. It
shortchanges our efforts to help disadvan-
taged youth get jobs. And in the House, un-
believably, it completely eliminates the sum-
mer job program for half a million young
people. That is wrong. As your President, I
will not stand for it.

The men and women who are up here with
me stand ready to work with people in the
other party, and they only ask them to do
it for just one day, to strengthen our public
schools for an entire new century, to affirm
the bedrock American value that every child,
regardless of race or neighborhood or in-
come, deserves the chance to live up to his
or her God-given abilities. Just one day to
put in place a plan that will not only help
those children but in so doing will make sure
that America’s greatest days lie ahead. I think
it’s worth one day, don’t you?

Thank you very much, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Kathryn Scruggs, reading specialist,
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Ashlawn Elementary School, Arlington, VA, who
introduced the President; and Arlene Ackerman,
superintendent, District of Columbia Public
Schools. The President also referred to the Amer-
ican Federation of Teachers (AFT) and the Na-
tional Education Association (NEA). A portion of
these remarks could not be verified because the
tape was incomplete.

Statement on the Anniversary of the
Children’s Health Insurance
Program
October 1, 1998

Today marks the one-year anniversary of
the new Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram (CHIP). This historic effort—which I
called for in my 1997 State of the Union and
signed into law last summer as part of the
historic bipartisan Balanced Budget Act—is
the largest children’s health coverage expan-
sion since the enactment of Medicaid over
30 years ago. CHIP provides $24 billion to
help States offer affordable health insurance
to children in working families that make too
much for Medicaid but too little to afford
private coverage.

I am proud to announce that in its first
year, nearly four out of five States are already
participating in CHIP. A report released by
the Department of Health and Human Serv-
ices today finds that these State programs will
provide health care coverage to over 2.3 mil-
lion children when fully implemented. Many
of these States have indicated they will ex-
pand their programs to even more children,
and the remaining States have proposals that
we expect to approve in the coming months.

However, much work remains to be done
to improve the health of our Nation’s chil-
dren. We must work to ensure that every
child eligible for CHIP gets enrolled. Equally
important, over 4 million uninsured children
are eligible but not signed up for Medicaid.
Educating families, simplifying the enroll-
ment process, and making health insurance
a national priority requires a sustained com-
mitment from the public and the private sec-
tor. This has been and will continue to be
a top priority for my administration. I have
directed 12 Federal agencies that serve chil-
dren and families to reach out and enroll un-
insured children and am extremely encour-

aged by our partnership with the States and
the private sector to help meet this challenge.

We know that children with insurance are
healthier—getting more regular checkups,
more routine immunizations, and fewer ear
infections. On the one year birthday of
CHIP, let us recommit ourselves to providing
affordable health coverage to the millions of
American children without insurance.

Statement on House Action on the
‘‘Year 2000 Information and
Readiness Disclosure Act’’
October 1, 1998

I am pleased that the House today joined
the Senate in passing the ‘‘Year 2000 Infor-
mation and Readiness Disclosure Act,’’ a bill
that will provide limited liability protections
for sharing information while protecting con-
sumers from misleading statements. This im-
portant bipartisan legislation, based on a pro-
posal by my administration, will help our Na-
tion prepare its computer systems for the
new millennium.

By encouraging greater information shar-
ing about Y2K solutions, this legislation will
help businesses, State and local government,
and Federal agencies in their efforts to ad-
dress the year 2000 computer problem. I
look forward to signing it into law.

Proclamation 7130—National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, 1998
October 1, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For the millions of us who have lost loved

ones to breast cancer, this annual observance
brings with it both sorrow and hope—sorrow
that medical breakthroughs came too late to
save a beloved relative or friend, and hope
that new efforts in research, prevention, and
treatment will protect other families from
suffering the impact of this devastating dis-
ease. Recent declines in the rate of breast
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cancer deaths among American women re-
flect the progress we have made in early de-
tection and improved treatment. But it is ur-
gent that we continue to build on that
progress. This year alone, another 180,000
cases of breast cancer will be diagnosed, and
some 44,000 women will die from the dis-
ease.

We are waging America’s crusade against
breast cancer on many fronts. Spearheading
the effort is the National Action Plan on
Breast Cancer (NAPBC)—the product of a
conference convened by Secretary of Health
and Human Services (HHS) Donna Shalala
that included advocates, women with breast
cancer, their families, clinicians, researchers,
members of Congress, educators, and the
media. The NAPBC is helping to coordinate
the national response to breast cancer by fos-
tering communication, cooperation, and col-
laboration among experts both inside and
outside of the Government.

The lead Government agency conducting
breast cancer research and control programs
is the National Cancer Institute (NCI) at
HHS. By developing an index of genes in-
volved in breast and other cancers, the NCI
is improving our understanding of the disease
at the molecular level. Research into the rela-
tionship between breast cancer and genes
such as BRCA1 and BRCA2 is helping us
to better comprehend how the disease devel-
ops, allowing researchers to understand more
precisely the risk of breast cancer caused by
mutations in these genes. The most encour-
aging advance thus far in prevention research
came from the landmark Breast Cancer Pre-
vention Trial. This study, a national clinical
trial sponsored by the NCI, found that
women at high risk for breast cancer reduced
that risk by taking the drug tamoxifen, dem-
onstrating that breast cancer can actually be
prevented. The NCI is now developing an
educational program to help physicians and
patients decide who should consider taking
tamoxifen.

Researchers are also making advances in
breast cancer treatment and have found ways
to combine chemotherapy drugs to make
treatment more effective for patients whose
cancer has spread. Drugs have also been de-
veloped to alleviate some of the side effects
of chemotherapy. But these breakthroughs

in cancer research and treatment can only
help if women are informed about them.
During this month, I invite all Americans to
take part in our national effort to save lives.
Let us join together to make sure that women
and their families hear the message about the
importance of screening and early detection,
receive recommended screening mammo-
grams, and have access to appropriate treat-
ment. We have won important battles in our
war on breast cancer, and we have cause to
celebrate; nevertheless, we must remain fo-
cused on gaining the ultimate victory—an
America free from breast cancer.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 1998 as
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I
call upon government officials, businesses,
communities, health care professionals, edu-
cators, volunteers, and all the people of the
United States to publicly reaffirm our Na-
tion’s strong and continuing commitment to
controlling and curing breast cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of October, in the year
of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
eight, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 2, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 5.

Remarks at a Unity ’98 Dinner
October 1, 1998

Thank you very much. I thought the Vice
President was a nonviolent man. [Laughter]
It’s not our friends we’re trying to unseat.
[Laughter] It’s just like practice; it’s like a
scrimmage, you know.

Well, first of all, thank you all for being
here. This has been a very successful night.
And I want to thank Nancy and Bob and
Steve and everybody who worked on these
Unity events, it’s been a very good thing.
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Terry McAuliffe was laughing at me the
other day. She said, ‘‘When we talk about
these Unity events, everybody loves it be-
cause they think that they’re not going to get
hit from three different places as we move
toward election. But then they get into it,
and they find out they get hit three different
times from the same committee.’’ [Laughter]
There’s groaning in some places. But I thank
you for supporting it. This is very, very im-
portant.

I thank you, Senator Breaux, for coming.
Thank you, Mr. Vice President, for that great,
great speech and reviewing the issues that
are involved.

I want to just back up a minute, and I
won’t keep you long because the Vice Presi-
dent has clearly laid out what our case is
about how the last year has been spent and
what we believe the issues are. But I had
the opportunity—I know Len—maybe some
of the others, if you were there—Hillary has
helped us put together a conference at New
York University to coincide with the opening
of the United Nations the other day. And
the Prime Minister of Great Britain, Tony
Blair, came. The Prime Minister of Italy, Ro-
mano Prodi, came. The President of Bulgaria
came. And we talked about how many people
around the world seemed to be voting for
the approach that was embodied in the cam-
paign that the Vice President and I ran in
1992 and 1996, based on some ideas that had
been developed really in my own experience
as a Governor nearly a decade before that.

But I think it’s important that we look at
that, because this whole—this so-called
Third Way—that’s the new buzzword—basi-
cally struck me as nothing more than a com-
mon sense application of old-fashioned
Democratic and American values to the chal-
lenges of the moment.

It seemed to me, for example, that it was
fruitless to have a Government in Washing-
ton that cursed the deficit and ran it up every
year. I sort of came from a tradition that said
we should talk less and do more. It seemed
to me to be fruitless to talk about doing
something about crime, and all that was ever
done is more penalties were put on but no-
body ever did anything about prevention. No
one ever listened to the police officers. No
one ever did anything.

It seemed to me fruitless to have the same
debate every time—Bob Torricelli men-
tioned this—between the environment and
the economy. Obviously, the two have to be
reconciled and both have to advance in lock
step; otherwise, we’re sunk. And all you have
to do is carry the argument that the other
side always makes that there is an inevitable
conflict always and forever between the envi-
ronment and the economy to its logical ex-
tension, and we’re sunk. Whichever rail you
decide to ride, you run off the end of the
mountain.

So we came up with this notion that there
really was a way of going beyond the old
fights that had dominated the 1980’s, that we
could reduce the deficit and ultimately bal-
ance the budget and still invest more in our
children, in our health care system, in re-
search, and in the future; that we could fight
crime, and we could punish people who com-
mit crime, but we could also do more with
prevention; that we could improve the econ-
omy and improve the environment; that we
could have a smaller Government that actu-
ally does more and works better and is more
active. You know all the basic ideas we ad-
vanced, that we could respect individuality
in this country and still say we ought to be
coming together more across the lines that
divide us. We ought to recognize what we
have in common is more important.

And after 6 years, the truth is those ideas
work pretty well. And now they’re being em-
braced around the world. People trying to
break out of the sort of ideological battle-
grounds that gave high rhetorical content but
low results. And it is deeply moving to me.
And I think the fact that it works has been
deeply frustrating to some of our political op-
ponents.

But that’s the first thing I’d like to say.
I’m not up here to take credit for all that.
I spent a lot of time—it was an advantage
to me, frankly, during the 1980’s to be work-
ing in public life outside Washington, be-
cause I got to see as an observer the shape
of the political debate and to see how often
our Democrats were unfairly treated by the
voters because they didn’t know what our
people in Congress were doing because of
the way the debate got beamed out to them.
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For example, it might surprise you to know
that every single year except one in the 12
years before I became President, the Demo-
cratic Congress that got all the credit from
the other side for running the deficit up actu-
ally, spent slightly less money than the Re-
publican President asked them to spend. Just
one little fact that almost never got out there
because we often lost the rhetorical war.

So what I tried to do is to lower the rhet-
oric, focus it on specific achievements, and
find a way to bring people together. Now,
one of the great failures of my administration
is I have not succeeded in reducing partisan-
ship in Washington, but Lord knows I have
tried. I have tried. And when we have been
able to work together, the results have been
pretty good. We had to have some Repub-
licans to support our crime bill although it
was mostly a Democratic crime bill, and it’s
hard to quarrel with the results.

We had a bipartisan balanced budget
agreement. They got the tax cut they wanted;
we supported the tax cut in the shape that
it was in, but we also got the biggest increase
in health care for children in 35 years and
the biggest increase in aid to people going
to college since the GI bill.

So we have tried to work together. And
when we have done it, that’s been good.
When they haven’t done it and we’ve been
able to prevail, the results have been good.
But I want to say to you today is, we cannot
afford the luxury of thinking that just because
we have the first balanced budget in 29 years
and this $70 billion surplus and the lowest
unemployment rate in 28 years and the low-
est percentage of people on welfare in 29
years and the lowest inflation in 32 years and
the smallest Government in 35 years and all
the other statistics you know, we can’t afford
to say, ‘‘Isn’t this wonderful. Now let’s go
back and have a mud fight again.’’

We have to keep at the business of build-
ing America’s future. We have to make real
all those ideas that Bob Torricelli talked
about that were advanced early on by the
Vice President. And all you’ve got to do is
just watch, every day, watch the financial de-
velopments every day in the world and see
how sometimes we react to them in Amer-
ica—sometimes the market drops; some-
times it goes up, but you see what’s going

on here—to realize this is a very dynamic
time and that the peace of change has actu-
ally accelerated in the last 6 years, so that
the approach that we had—forget about the
specific issues—the approach we had was
clearly the right one.

I got a letter from a friend of mine the
other day who is a writer. He’s a very elo-
quent man, and he wrote me this sort of
blunt letter with no adjectives in it. He said,
‘‘Peace and prosperity is not a bad legacy.
I think one reason your administration has
advanced is, it looks to me like all of you
get up and go to work every day.’’ Sort of
a blunt letter, but there’s something to be
said for that.

One of the things I’m proudest of is that
the people that work in our administration
and the people we work with in the Congress,
they do a phenomenal job of putting their
egos aside and working as a team and really
working through these things. A lot of this
stuff is just hard work, and it takes a lot of
time and a lot of concentration. And I’m here
to tell you, if you like the results of the last
6 years, there needs to be a resounding mes-
sage coming out of these congressional elec-
tions that that is what we think Washington
should be about. Because, make no mistake
about it, if you want to see these surpluses
continue, if you want to see us deal with
these big challenges, we have got to know
the American people expect that of us. That
has got to be what people see.

And it’s hard for people, because we’re so
far away from them here, and there’s so many
layers between us and the people running
all the small businesses in Spokane and Sac-
ramento and Albuqerque and all the places
in between, that it’s easy to think that these
word battles are what matter. But it’s not.
It’s the results. It’s the direction, the ideas,
the implementation of the ideas, the con-
stant, constant pressing to meet the chal-
lenges of the moment.

This international—let’s start with that—
this international financial crisis that we see
gripping Asia, gripping Russia, echoing
across in Latin America, being felt to some
extent in our stock market here, this is a new
but inevitable and thoroughly predictable
phenomenon of the fact that, first, we built
the global trading system in goods that got
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more and more integrated, then a global
trading system in services, and the more
goods and services you had to have, the more
it was necessary that money roll around the
world relatively unimpeded. And the institu-
tions that we developed over the last 50 years
were not fully sensitive and flexible enough
to deal with all those challenges at once, plus
whatever was going on or not going on within
all these countries that are trying to move
from either communist countries to free mar-
ket countries or developing countries to a
more developed status. Some of this stuff was
bound to happen.

Now, what is the answer? No one has the
whole answer, but I promise you this: It will
not be solved by word games. It will be
solved by work, by ideas, by real people
thinking about real problems and working in
a sustained way.

Four years ago—4 years ago—I got the
leaders of the G–7 to begin working on this
because I knew it was going to take years
to figure out what modifications would be
required to deal with this challenge. For one
year, the finance ministers of 22 countries
have been working on specific recommenda-
tions. They’ll be here Monday and we’ll have
thousands of people here Tuesday for the
opening of the World Bank and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund conference. Now,
who’d have ever thought that would be an
election and a congressional race in Ne-
braska? But it is. Whether we pay our fair
share to the International Monetary Fund
will determine, number one, whether they’ve
got the money to deal with these crises which
directly affect our economy; and number
two, whether we can continue to lead the
world in resolving them.

All the ideas in the world coming out of
America won’t amount to a hill of beans if
America is not willing to carry its own load.
Now, I said this in January. It is now October,
and we still don’t have it. And there are a
lot of problems in the world. And if the
American people like this economic recovery
we have and they want it to go on, then we
must recognize that 30 percent of it came
from trade and our ability to be strong and
to lead the world depends upon our doing
our part. That’s a big issue in this election.

We believe—the Vice President and I ran
on a platform that caused a lot of ripples.
We said, ‘‘Look, we’re for more global trade,
and we’re going to open more markets, but
we believe we have to protect the working
people of America and the working people
of other countries. We believe we have to
protect the environment of America and the
environment of other countries. We believe
we have to put a human face on the global
trading system.’’

Now the financial challenges threaten to
undermine the material benefits that people
believe they get from it. If you believe in
this, if you like the growth that America has
had the last 6 years, if you believe that other
people have a right to be rewarded for their
labors around the world and you want us to
continue to grow like this, this is a huge issue.

And you know it’s hard to turn it into a
5-second slogan and put it on a bumper stick-
er, but it has a lot to do with how your kids
are going to live in the 21st century.

Same thing with this Social Security issue.
I know it’s popular to offer a tax cut 5 weeks
before the election. Say, we finally got a sur-
plus; we want to give you some of it. But
it’s dead wrong. After Social Security—I’m
sorry Senator Breaux had to leave, because
he’s the chairman of our Medicare commis-
sion. No serious person believes that we can
have a good society unless we take care of
the elderly when it comes to baseline income
and health care. And no serious person who
has looked at it believes that the present sys-
tem can do that when the baby boomers re-
tire unless we make modifications. And if we
start now and do things that are modest but
disciplined, we can have a good society.
That’s what that surplus ought to be used
for. We ought not to spend one red cent until
we know we’ve taken care of Social Security
for the 21st century. That’s a huge issue, and
it’s more important than an election-year tax
cut.

Those are big changes. And it may not be
a bumper sticker, although ‘‘Social Security
First’’ is pretty close, but if you’re worried
about how your kids are going to live in the
21st century and you’re like me, you’re a
baby boomer that’s plagued by the thought
that we might reduce the standard of living
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of our children and our grandchildren be-
cause we didn’t take care of this problem
when we had the chance, then that’s a big
issue.

This education issue, you should have seen
it, we must have had 60 Democratic Senators
and Congressmen today on the South Lawn
of the White House. The Vice President
mentioned it. All we said was, ‘‘Look, for 8
months, 9 months now, we have had an edu-
cation program up there, and you haven’t let
us bring it to the floor. Just give us one day.
Don’t you think our kids’ education is worth
one day?’’

And in our balanced budget there is
money for 100,000 teachers that takes aver-
age class size down to 18 in the first 3 grades
in this country; there is a tax program that
will help us to build or repair 5,000 schools.
The Vice President and I could keep you
here until dawn talking about the schools we
have visited with all the house trailers out
back or the beautiful old buildings that have
broken windows and whole floors closed
down. We say our children are the most im-
portant things in the world to us. We’re not
acting like it.

Or our plan to pay for college education
for 35,000 young people if they will go back
and pay the education off by teaching in the
most educationally underserved areas. Or our
plan to make—Bob Torricelli said that the
Vice President understood cyberspace before
anybody else, coining the phrase ‘‘informa-
tion superhighway.’’ We want to hook every
classroom in America up to it. We don’t
think—now that we know what it does, we
think it is morally unacceptable to let the
benefits of the information explosion be ex-
perienced by anything other than all of our
children. Now, that’s what’s in there—that’s
what’s in there.

And let me just say one other thing—we’ve
got programs in there for after-school care,
for summer school care. All these kids—we
keep saying we want to end social promotion.
We started that. Our party did. We don’t be-
lieve anybody should be promoted every
year, year-in and year-out, whether they
know anything or not. But we don’t believe
children should be dubbed failures because
the system is failing them. And that’s why
we think these after-school programs, these

summer school programs, these tutoring pro-
grams, are so important. This is a big deal.

I don’t know if you can put it on a bumper
sticker or not, but I know this: It’s going to
have a lot more to do with how our kids live
in the 21st century than a lot of what goes
on around here.

The Patients’ Bill of Rights symbolizes our
continuing challenge to make health care af-
fordable and quality for all Americans. It
won’t solve all the problems, but it will deal
with the fact that 160 million Americans are
in managed care. Forty-three managed care
companies are supporting this bill because
they’re out there doing their best to take care
of their patients, the people that subscribe
to them, and they’re at an economic dis-
advantage because others don’t do it.

So these issues are big issues. And what
I want to say to you is, if this were a normal
election—that is, if this were a Presidential
election year—we would be looking at a rout.
Why? Because the American people agree
with what we’ve done. They agree with the
approach we’ve taken. They agree with us
on these issues, and because in a Presidential
year our candidates are guaranteed a national
forum and everybody hears everything
through at least the megaphone of the debate
in the Presidential race.

In an off-year the financial advantage that
the other party always enjoys is dramatically
magnified and normally reinforced by a
lower turnout among baseline voters who
normally vote with us, because our folks don’t
make as much money, have more child care
problems, have more transportation prob-
lems, have more other hassles in their life.
It’s a bigger effort for them to vote.

That’s why we did the Unity thing. That’s
why you’re so important. The only thing I
can tell you when you go out of here is that
you cannot let this by your last effort. Every-
one of you has some network through which
you can exercise your influence to try to get
people to understand that this is a hugely
important election and they must show up
and be counted. If you believe in Social Secu-
rity first, if you believe in America taking the
lead in the international financial challenges,
if you believe in education being our top in-
vestment priority, if you believe in the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights, if you believe we should
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improve the environment, not weaken it, if
you believe in these things, then you have
got to help us for the next 5 weeks.

We can win a stunning, unprecedented,
historically, literally unprecedented victory if
only the people understand what the issues
are, where the parties stand, where the can-
didates stand. But we have to push back the
veil here and get people to think about their
children and their future and understand that
the people that have asked you to give this
money are committed to it. If these ideas
have worked for the last six years, they’ll work
just fine for the next 2 and for the next 20
if we’re given the chance to implement them.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:53 p.m. in the
ballroom at the Sheraton Luxury Collection Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to Representative
Nancy Pelosi; Senator Robert G. Torricelli; Terry
McAuliffe, former national financial chair, Steve
Grossman, national chair, and Leonard Barrack,
national finance chair, Democratic National Com-
mittee; and President Petar Stoyanov of Bulgaria.

Remarks on Departure for
Cleveland, Ohio and an Exchange
With Reporters
October 2, 1998

Initiatives for the International Economy
The President. Good morning. Today I

would like to talk to you about the steps we
are taking to keep our economy growing by
keeping the world’s economy growing. Less
than 36 hours ago, America closed the books
on an era of exploding deficits and dimin-
ished expectations by recording a budget sur-
plus of $70 billion, the largest on record and
the largest as a percentage of our economy
since the 1950’s. Every American should be
proud of this.

Today, we received more evidence that the
economy remains solid. For 15 months in a
row now, unemployment has stayed below
5 percent for the first time in 28 years. Over
the last year, wages have risen at more than
twice the rate of inflation, and now the econ-
omy has added more than 16.7 million new
jobs since 1993.

Today, America enjoys a great moment of
prosperity, But we cannot remain an oasis

of prosperity in a world in which so much
of our growth depends upon trade and in
which so many of our trading partners are
experiencing economic turmoil. We must
hold to the economic strategy that has
brought us to where we are today and move
aggressively to deal with the challenges
around the world. We must maintain our fis-
cal discipline. When I supported targeted tax
cuts that we paid for in this budget, I made
it clear, and I want to make it clear again:
I will veto any tax plan that drains the new
surplus. We simply have to set aside every
penny of it, not only to set a good financial
example around the world but to save Social
Security first.

Second, we must continue to invest in edu-
cation. The fiscal year has just ended. Yet,
Congress still has not found time to send me
an appropriations bill on education. Congress
must put progress ahead of partisanship and
send me an education bill that funds our in-
vestments in smaller classes, 100,000 new
teachers, better trained, and safe, more mod-
ern schools, with every class able to be
hooked to the Internet by the year 2000.

To ensure prosperity for the American
economy, I say again, however, we must con-
tinue to lead, and we must move more ag-
gressively to lead in the global economy.
Today, the world faces the most serious fi-
nancial challenge in 50 years. Our future
prosperity depends upon whether we can
work with others to restore confidence, to
manage change, and to stabilize the financial
system. Our chief priority is and must be eco-
nomic growth, here and around the world.

Last month in New York, I outlined several
steps we can take immediately to address the
crisis. I asked Secretary Rubin and Federal
Reserve Chairman Greenspan to convene a
major meeting of their counterparts to rec-
ommend ways to adapt international financial
institutions to the 21st century. Yesterday,
Secretary Rubin spoke about that, and I am
pleased that, on short notice, Secretary
Rubin and Chairman Greenspan have ar-
ranged the meeting of finance ministers and
central bankers from the major industrialized
nations and the key emerging markets for
next Monday here in Washington. I will per-
sonally participate in their deliberations. The
following day, I will address the World Bank
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and the International Monetary Fund to un-
derscore the urgency of quick action and the
need for long-term reform of the inter-
national financial system.

But we must do more to help the inter-
national community respond to the chal-
lenges posed by the current crisis. And today
we are taking the following steps, steps that
build on the approach I outlined a few weeks
ago at the Council on Foreign Relations.

First, we must act to strengthen the inter-
national financial community’s capacity to
limit the contagion. This week, Secretary
Rubin and Chairman Greenspan will explore
with the International Monetary Fund and
their G–7 colleagues whether best to design
a new mechanism, anchored in the IMF, to
provide contingent finance to help countries
ward off global financial contagion. This step,
combined with full funding for the IMF,
would give the international community a
powerful new tool to help reduce the risk
posed by the current financial crisis.

Second, we must help the people who have
been hurt by this crisis. As I said in New
York, multilateral development banks like the
World Bank, the Asian Development Bank,
the Inter-American Development Bank have
played a critical and positive role. Today, I
ask them to explore the following steps to
develop a new emergency capacity to lend
quickly so as to help other countries reform
their financial sectors while also helping the
most vulnerable citizens, to use loan guaran-
tees and other innovative means to leverage
private sector lending to emerging markets
and to expand their own lending as much
as possible within their guidelines to coun-
tries now affected by the crisis who des-
perately need an infusion of new cash.

Finally, the United States will take new
steps to encourage American businesses to
continue exporting to and investing in emerg-
ing markets hurt by the crisis. Jim Harmon,
the head of our Export-Import Bank, will
travel to Brazil, Argentina, and Mexico over
this month. I have asked him to establish new
short-term credit facilities to make it easier
for American businesses to continue export-
ing to critical Latin American markets. He
will coordinate these efforts with his counter-
parts in other leading industrial nations to
ensure that trade credit continues to flow

during this period of financial stress. That
is very, very important to our economy.

And the Overseas Private Investment Cor-
poration, OPIC, has developed a new instru-
ment to help emerging economies raise
money from international capital markets.
That also is very important.

Now, with these steps, we are acting to
protect our own prosperity and to exercise
responsible economic stewardship in the
world. But we cannot act alone. Congress
must take some responsibility as well. In the
few working days it has left this year, the
most important thing Congress can do to pro-
tect our farmers, our ranchers, our busi-
nesses, and our workers is to secure full fund-
ing for the International Monetary Fund.
Congress cannot afford to delay approving
IMF funding another day. Every day Con-
gress delays, increases our vulnerability to
crisis, decreases confidence in global mar-
kets, and undermines our prospects.

Without giving the IMF the resources it
needs, many vital efforts to strengthen the
international financial institutions simply will
fall short. We can have an honest debate
about the best ways to put out economic fires
abroad, but there should be no doubt about
whether we give the fire department the re-
sources to do the job. If America is to con-
tinue to grow, we must support the IMF. If
America is to continue to grow, we must lead.
We cannot lead if we won’t even pay our
fair share to the International Monetary
Fund. I have been asking for this for nearly
a year now. The crisis overseas has continued
to intensify. This is inexcusable, and we need
the money now for Americans and their in-
terests and for the long-term stability of the
world. This is terribly, terribly important.

We have done our best to manage this cri-
sis, to mobilize other countries. We want
other countries to do more. We are not going
to be able to get them to do more if we won’t
even do what is plainly our responsibility. No
other country in the world has benefited as
much as we have in the last 6 years from
the global economy. We can lead back away
from this financial precipice, but we need the
resources to do it.

Now, let me say to all of you: Remember
where we were 6 years ago. There were some
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people who were saying America was in de-
cline. Today, we have a new surplus. We have
wages rising—the highest levels in over 20
years. We have the confidence in the country
soaring. We have an unprecedented oppor-
tunity to build for the future. But with all
this turmoil in the rest of the world, we also
have a heavy responsibility to the future. We
know that a lot of our growth has come be-
cause others were growing in the rest of the
world and could buy American products and
American services. We know we are going
into an unprecedented time. This country has
got to lead. We’ve got to be aggressive. We’ve
got to stay on the balls of our feet. We’ve
got to be aware that this thing is changing
every day.

We can help a great deal to modify the
difficulties, to move the world back toward
growth, and to keep our own prosperity
going. But if we’re going to do that, we’ve
got to lead. We’ve got to do our part. We
can’t talk about these things and not put up
our share of the investment. So, again, I say
we’re going to do what we can. I’m looking
very much forward to the IMF and the
World Bank meeting. I’m looking forward to
meeting with the finance leaders and the
central bankers of these 22 countries. We’re
going to come up with some good ideas, but
ideas have to be followed by action. And for
us to take the action we need to take, the
Congress has got to provide funds for the
IMF.

Thank you very much.

Possibility of Worldwide Recession
Q. How close are we to a worldwide reces-

sion? Is there a danger of a recession in this
world?

The President. Well, I think the proper
answer to that, Sam [Sam Donaldson ABC
News], is that about a quarter of the world
is and has been in recession. About a quarter
of the world is in a period of very low growth.
The rest of us are growing. But in the nature
of things, if you want growth to continue,
you have to restore growth in that part of
the world that’s suffering now; and it cannot
be done without aggressive action—as I said
in New York a couple of weeks ago—aggres-
sive action to restore the stability of the world
financial system, to restore the confidence of

investors, and to deal with the legitimate
problems within each country that many of
those countries have to deal with that we
can’t do anything about.

But there are three things we’ve got to do.
We’ve got to do what we can to restore stabil-
ity of the world financial system, we’ve got
to restore the confidence of investors so
they’ll put their money back in to markets
everywhere, and we’ve got to work with these
countries to solve the problems within the
countries that only they can solve. But the
answer to your question is, we don’t have
to have a worldwide recession if those of us
that enjoy growth will take the initiative and
move now.

But we cannot afford to dally around here.
If we’d had this money 6 months ago, we
could have done more than we have. So I
think it’s important that everybody recognize
that we don’t know—nobody can predict the
future with great certainty, but I have a lot
of confidence in the strength of the American
economy and our ability to keep doing well,
but it rests in large measure on our ability
to do the right thing around the world.

But keep in mind, 30 percent of our
growth in the last 6 years has come from our
ability to sell our goods and services around
the world. We have a personal, vested inter-
est quite apart from our larger ethical re-
sponsibilities to lead the world that we’ve
profited so much from; we’ve got a vested
interest in averting a global financial slow-
down by taking initiatives and doing it now.
We’ve got to do it now.

Kosovo

Kosovo?
Q. On Kosovo, should the world be sur-

prised that the Serbs believed that they could
possibly get away with massive bloodletting
once again in the region without fearing ac-
tion from the United States and in particular
its European allies?

The President. Well, that’s the argument
I’ve been making for months, that we have
seen, we saw in Bosnia what works in dealing
with Mr. Milosevic. And the Kosovo situation
is somewhat different in that Kosovo is actu-
ally a part of Serbia, although by law, it’s sup-
posed to be autonomous. But let me tell you
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what we’re doing. Let’s focus on what we’re
doing.

We have been working for months and
months—I have personally been working for
months, first of all, to get NATO and then
to get the U.N. to send a message to Mr.
Milosevic to stop the violence.

We have NATO working, we have the
U.N. resolution. I believe that our allies in
Europe are with us, and I think that we all
understand and we hope he got the message.
I think it is very important. We have to be
very, very strong here. We need to stop the
violence, get a negotiated settlement and
work our way through this. We don’t want
thousands upon thousands of people to be
caught up in a war or to starve or freeze this
winter because they have been displaced,
and we are working very, very hard on it and
we’re briefing on the Hill as well.

I want to say a special word of appreciation
to Senator Dole, who has been very out-
spoken about this, very supportive about an
aggressive role for the United States, very
understanding that we cannot allow this con-
flict to spread again and risk what we stopped
in Bosnia, starting again in Kosovo. So we’re
working on it very hard, and I’m quite hope-
ful that we’ll have a positive resolution of it.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. at the South
Portico of the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to President Slobodan Milosevic of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro).

Remarks at a Luncheon for
Senatorial Candidate Mary
Boyle in Cleveland, Ohio
October 2, 1998

The President. Well, let me begin by
thanking you for the wonderful welcome,
thanking you for being here for Mary. Tony
and Kristine, I have now been in your home
and Slam Jam’s. [Laughter] And I like them
both very much. Thank you so much for
opening your home to a few of your friends
today. It is a wonderful act of generosity.

I’d like to thank all the candidates who are
here. They’ve all been introduced, but I
thank them for coming. I thank Mayor Coyne

and David Leland and Mayor Starr and—
Mayor Coyne, thank you for being here. I
would like to say also a special word of appre-
ciation to David Leland and the work that
he has done with the Ohio Democratic Party.
I think it’s one of the best State Democratic
Parties in the entire United States, and I
thank you. And I thank all of these legislators
and others who are here who are a part of
that.

I’d like to thank Tony and Kristine for hav-
ing their family here, and I’d like to thank
Mary for having her mother, her husband,
her kids—her whole family here. This has
turned out to be a family affair.

I’d also like to say a special word of
thanks—I always try to do this when I come
to Ohio. You know, the press said that I
would be the nominee of the Democratic
Party when I won the Ohio primary in 1992.
And then at the Democratic Convention in
New York, Ohio’s votes put me over the top
officially. And then on election night in 1992,
all the experts didn’t predict that I was a win-
ner until Ohio flashed on the screen for the
Clinton-Gore ticket. And I thank you for that.
And then in 1996, our margin of victory here
was more than tripled over 1992. And I thank
you for that. It took a lot of heartache away
from me on election day, so I thank you for
all that.

As Tony has already said, I would like to
say a special word of appreciation to the fam-
ily of Tom Coury for continuing to sponsor
and support this event, for the love they had
for him. And I would like to say a special
word of appreciation for the feeling he had
for the First Lady. We talked about that a
little tonight. She is down in Uruguay, having
the second of her Vital Voices conferences.
That’s a group that she’s organized all over
the world—starting, I might add for the Irish
here, in Northern Ireland—to organize
women committed to peace and to economic
development and to good family-supportive
policies. So I wish she could be here.

But I would like to thank Robert, Thomas,
Tracy, Terry, and Robert for being here and
for what the Coury’s have meant in their sup-
port of me. And thank you for supporting
Mary today. Yes, give them a hand again.
That’s good. [Applause]



1955Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Oct. 2

I want you to know why I came here today.
I am here to support Mary Boyle for the Sen-
ate. I’m here to support her because she’s
got an outstanding record in public service,
because she has good values and good posi-
tions on the issues; you just heard them. I
came here because I like her, I have con-
fidence in her, and because if enough of you
help her, she can win this election in Novem-
ber and make a big difference to the future
of the United States.

Ohio in so many ways is so representative
of America. And it’s important that you un-
derstand that a Senator from Ohio, in a very
profound sense, can represent America and
the best in America and can have a profound
impact on the future of this country, simply
by doing what’s best for you.

John Glenn called me night before last,
just to tell me to hang in there and expressed
his support and friendship. We’ve had a won-
derful relationship. But he called me also one
more time to thank me for letting him go
up in that spaceship—[laughter]—because
he was going down to Florida to complete
his last training. First of all, he told me he
was too old to be in the Senate, and then
he asked me if he could go into space.
[Laughter] When he said that, I didn’t think
we could get anybody to run for the Senate.
I thought everybody would be mortally terri-
fied. [Laughter]

But when I think about that—you should
think about what kind of person you want
to replace John Glenn, because he not only
represented you, America look to him, and
not just because he went up in space early,
but because of what he represented after he
came down. And I think you need to think
about that.

You know, when I ran for President in
1992, except for President Carter’s term, we
hadn’t had much success at electing Presi-
dents since 1968. And I said to the American
people and to the people of Ohio, ‘‘Look,
I’d like to take a different approach to the
country’s problems. I’d like to put an end
to a lot of this partisan bickering in Washing-
ton and the shouting back and forth.’’ And
I believe that a lot of what we’re hearing
about National Government is just flat
wrong. I don’t believe that you can help busi-
ness by hurting labor. I think a good eco-

nomic policy is pro-business and pro-labor.
I don’t believe you can grow the economy
by destroying the environment. Over the
long-run, that’s a loser. I think we have to
prove that we can improve the environment
as we grow the economy. I don’t believe that
you can just jail your way out of the crime
problem. Sure, people should be punished,
but the best policy is to keep kids out of trou-
ble in the first place with a sensible preven-
tion policy. I don’t believe people on welfare
who can work should be on welfare. I think
they ought to have to work. But I don’t think
when they go to work their children ought
to be punished by losing their nutrition and
their health care benefits. If you took a totally
non-political poll of families and you ask
them what they were really worried about—
working people with children—most people
would tell you, even in upper-income levels,
that what they really worry about is how to
properly balance their job at work and their
job at home, which is still the most important
job in America, raising your kids. Most every-
body would tell you that. So I said, ‘‘If you
vote for me, I’ll try to reform the welfare
system to make people work who ought to
work, but I’m not going to make them sac-
rifice their responsibilities to their kids.
There’s got to be a way to balance these two
things.’’ And that’s what we’ve done.

I said there was a way to bring the deficit
down and continue to invest in education,
in health care, in research, in making this
country strong. I felt that America could be
more active than we had been in promoting
peace and freedom and prosperity around
the world. And the American people gave me
and Al Gore and Hillary and our whole team
a chance to see whether we were right or
not.

And when we celebrated a couple of days
ago the first balanced budget in 29 years, the
biggest surplus in the history of the country,
the biggest surplus as a percentage of our
economy since the 1950’s, it came at a time
when we also had the lowest unemployment
rate in 28 years, the lowest crime rate in 25
years, the smallest percentage of people on
welfare in 29 years, the lowest inflation rate
in 32 years, with the smallest Federal Gov-
ernment in 35 years, and the highest home-
ownership in the history of the country. I am
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proud that we were able to work together
to achieve those results for the United States.

Now, let me tell you why this election is
important. It’s important for two reasons.
First of all, we’ve got to decide what to do
with this moment. That’s the big issue. And
let me say, I can’t thank you enough, a lot
of you who came by and said hello to me
earlier, for the very kind personal things you
said to me and, through me, to my wife. But
I want you to understand something very
clearly. If I had to do it all over again, every
day, I would do it in a heartbeat, to see Amer-
ica where it is today as compared to 6 years
ago.

I want you to understand, too, that we all
have to live with the consequences of our
mistakes in life. Most of us don’t have to live
with it in quite such a public way. [Laughter]
But nobody gets out of this life for free. No-
body does. And so that’s not the real point.

The other think I want you to understand
is that in this election all this adversity is not
our enemy. The adversity is our friend. The
mayor and Mary and I were just walking on
the street not very long ago. We talked to
a lot of people that couldn’t afford to be here
today. But they might vote now because they
understand that there are big issues at stake.
Adversity is not our enemy. Adversity is our
friend. Complacency is our enemy.

If you listen to people talk on the other
side about why they’re going to do well in
these congressional elections, they’ll tell
you—I mean privately. They tell me, ‘‘Oh,
we’re going to do very well, Mr. President,
in these midterms because we have so much
more money than you do, than you Demo-
crats, and because they’re midterm elections
and the people that came out and voted for
you for President in 1996, a lot of them won’t
show up in 1998 because it’s not a Presi-
dential election.’’

The people that were good enough to
serve you here at this event today, they’ve
got a lot of hassles in their life. A lot of them
have to worry about child care. A lot of them
have to worry about transportation. They’ve
got a lot of things on their mind. And the
other guys say, just bluntly, you know, those
people—working people on modest incomes,
younger people with kids to deal with, along
with their jobs, minorities who may live in

inner cities that are too far away from the
polling place to walk, and not have transpor-
tation—don’t worry, they won’t show up. Ad-
versity is our friend, because it will focus us
on what is at issue here.

And what is at issue here is what are we
going to do with this moment of prosperity?
That’s why this Senate seat is so important
to Ohio and to the country. And I want you
to think about it just a minute. Yes, we’re
doing well. I said all that, I just told you.
We’re doing very well. I’m grateful for that.
I had some role in it and so did you. When
Mary Boyle said, we produced the surplus,
she was not wrong. You paid the money into
the IRS. And you got up and went to work
every day. And a lot of you created a lot of
those new jobs. I didn’t do that; we did that.
My goal in Washington was to have the poli-
cies that would establish the conditions and
give you the tools so that you could do the
job. That’s the way America works.

Now, I’m also gratified—if you just look
around this crowd today, we have here at
least Arab-Americans, Irish-Americans, Afri-
can-Americans and Lord knows what else—
[Laughter]—Ukrainians, Slovenians. [Laugh-
ter] What?

Audience member. And one Ukrainian.
The President. And one Ukrainian.

[Laughter] Probably some Jewish-Ameri-
cans, probably some others. This is America.
And this is what I try to do not just for our
party but for our country. Just say, look, you
know—you look around the world and peo-
ple are so troubled because of their racial,
their ethnic, their religious, their political dif-
ferences. They’re killing each other. If we
want to be a good influence in the rest of
the world, we have to be good at home. We
have to prove that what we have in common
is more important than our differences. And
that’s the only way we can celebrate our dif-
ferences in a civil way.

And I’m proud of that—of the work we’ve
done for peace in Bosnia and Northern Ire-
land and Haiti and the Middle East. A lot
of you talked to me about the Middle East
today. We had Mr. Arafat and Mr.
Netanyahu here a few days ago. They talked
alone for the first time in a year. We spent
an hour and a half together, and they’re com-
ing back in a few days—little over a week.
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And we’re going to work and work and work
and try to take the next big step in the peace
process. These things are important. But
what you need to understand is, in large
measure, it all rests on you.

Now, I have said that when things—we
have two things going on. Number one,
America is doing very well, right? Number
one. Number two, America is doing very well
in a very fast changing world, where events
are changing every day. You see it. You see
the financial crisis around the world. You see
the troubles in Kosovo. When I was riding
through the neighborhood there was a young
that had a sign that said, ‘‘Please help
Kosovo.’’

Now, what are we going to do with this
moment? I think we have to use it to deal
with the big long-term challenges of the
country. In this election, it means at a mini-
mum don’t spend the surplus until we fix So-
cial Security for the baby boom generation
so that they can retire in dignity without hurt-
ing—so we, I’m one of them—[laughter]—
so that we can retire in dignity without hurt-
ing our children and our grandchildren’s
standard of living. That is a huge issue.

Now, members of the other party are
going to fan out all across America and say,
‘‘We’re trying to give you an election year
tax cut. I mean, it’s just a few weeks before
the election. We’re trying to give it to you,
and that mean old President and his party
won’t come across.’’ But it’s not very much
money, and we waited 29 years and we
worked hard for 6 years to see the red ink
turn to black and I’d kind of like to watch
it dry for a day or two before we squander
it.

People like Mary’s mother, their Social Se-
curity is secure. You’re 60 years old, now,
your Social Security will be fine. But if we
don’t make some modest changes in the sys-
tem, by the time all of us baby boomers retire
and there are only two people working for
every one person drawing, we will only have
one of two bad alternatives. If you’re be-
tween 34 and 52, you’re in the baby boom
generation. When you get into Social Secu-
rity, if we don’t make some changes, we’ll
have one of two alternatives: We’ll either
have to put a whopping tax increase on our
kids so that we can continue to sustain the

present system, undermining our children’s
ability to raise our grandchildren; or they’ll
have to put a whopping cut in Social Security
benefits on us, undermining the security of
our retirement. Not everybody is going to
have as good a pension as I do, you know.
[Laughter] And it’s a serious thing. It’s a seri-
ous thing.

Half the senior citizens in this country
today would be in poverty were it not for
the Social Security system. Now, people say,
‘‘Well, how can you do this with the election
41⁄2 weeks away and the tax cut something
you get right away, and we’re looking to the
future?’’ America is around here after 220
years because when we needed to do it we
always looked to the future. And I trust the
American people to say, ‘‘We prefer to put
Social Security first and to save it.’’ I think
that’s the right decision.

The second issue that’s really big to me,
that you can see if you see all this financial
turmoil around the world, 30 percent of our
growth comes from selling things to other
countries, our products and our services. And
when we can’t because they don’t have any
money, we suffer.

There are a bunch of farmers in North Da-
kota today, if you went up and told them
these were America’s best times, they would
think that you needed a serious mental health
examination. [Laughter] Why? Because they
sell wheat and we sell half our wheat overseas
and 40 percent of it to Asia, and they don’t
have any money to buy their wheat. And farm
income has dropped to nothing. We’re going
to lose this year, unless the Congress passes
the emergency agricultural legislation I sent,
we could lose 10,000 American farmers this
year—family farmers.

So I say, we’ve got to take the lead in trying
to do the following things. Number one,
we’ve got to try to limit this financial crisis
in Asia and Russia before it spreads to Latin
America where our biggest markets are, our
fastest growing ones. Number two, we’ve got
to try to help them, our friends in Latin
America and Russia, if they’ll do the right
things, get back on their feet so they can
grow again and participate with us. And num-
ber three, we’ve got to make some changes
in the world financial and trade system so
that it works for ordinary people.
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Freedom and free enterprise will not be
embraced forever around the world unless
it works for ordinary people. The reason
we’ve still got this system here is that most
people, every time an election comes around,
believes that freedom and free markets and
free enterprise are good systems. And if they
didn’t, the voters would have changed them
here a long time ago. Now, we’ve got to do
that.

So I never thought in my life—if anybody
ever told me when I came to Washington
that funding for the International Monetary
Fund would be an issue in an election, I
never would have believed it. Most people,
if you talk about the IMF, most people don’t
know what it means. But what the IMF
means today is continued economic oppor-
tunity for the people of the United States
of America. Now, I have been waiting 8
months for the Congress to fund what we
owe to the IMF. The United States has got
to lead the world out of this financial mess,
and we’ve go to do it before it bites us and
our friends in Europe, and even sooner, our
friends in Latin America.

If you want—a lot of people here are con-
cerned about the Middle East peace—one
of the reasons we need to hurry up is the
abject poverty in which too many people, not
only Palestinians but others, Jordanians, oth-
ers in the Middle East are living in. We can’t
help them unless there is a general climate
of growth and investment in the world. This
is a big deal. But it’s become a partisan politi-
cal issue in Washington, so after 8 months
we still don’t have it.

So if you want to send a message that you
expect your country to protect your jobs and
your businesses and your future, then you’ve
got to support our program to keep America
leading the way in the world economy. It’s
very important and very simple.

I’ll just mention one other issue. I know
I’m preaching to the saved here today, but
when I leave, you’re going to be here, and
you’ve to go talk to other people. The third
issue is education. Now, I’m really proud of
the fact that in the bipartisan balanced budg-
et bill we opened the doors of college wider
than ever before because our party’s initia-
tive, my administration’s initiative, was em-
braced: tax credits for all 4 years of college,

for graduate school; deductibility of interest
on student loans; more scholarships through
the Pell grant program; more work-study
programs.

That’s great. Everybody knows now we’ve
done that. But what we have not done is
made our elementary and secondary schools
the best in the world, no matter where chil-
dren live, what their race is, what their in-
come is, what their circumstances are. You
know that.

Now, I gave the Congress 8 months ago
an education program, fully paid for. Here’s
what it does. It would provide 100,000 teach-
ers to take class size in the early grades down
to an average of 18. All the research shows
that’s the most important thing you can do
to give kids a good start in life and the bene-
fits are permanent. That’s the first thing it
does.

The second thing it does is provide a tax
incentive program to help rebuild and repair
or build 5,000 schools. Why is that impor-
tant? I visited a little school district—a little
school district in Florida the other day where
one school had 12 trailers in the back for
classrooms. It’s the biggest group of kids ever
in school, the first group bigger than the baby
boomers. In Philadelphia, where I’m going
when I leave you, the average school building
is 65 years old. I visited a school where the
whole floor is shut down.

We tell our kids they’re the most impor-
tant thing in the world; what do we say to
them if they walk up the steps of the school
and the windows are broken and the floors
are closed and they can’t even look out the
window in a lot of these places? And they’re
not safe.

This program also would provide funds to
school districts who would do like Chicago
did and say: We’re not going to have any
more social promotion; you’ve got to prove
that you know what you’re supposed to know
to go to the next grade. But we will not tell
you children that you are failures just be-
cause the system failed. So if you don’t make
the grade, we’ll send you to after-school pro-
grams; we’ll send you to summer school pro-
grams; we’ll give you tutors. The Chicago
school system’s summer school is now the
sixth biggest school district in the United
States of America.
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And I want to do that everywhere. I think
every child deserves not to be defrauded in
education. You’re not doing them a favor if
you promote them if they don’t know any-
thing, but you’re sure not doing them a favor
if you brand them a failure because the sys-
tem failed them. So give them the after-
school programs and give them the summer
school programs.

Now, this program expands our efforts for
safe schools, a big issue now. It would hook
up all the classrooms in the country, no mat-
ter how poor or rural they are, to the Internet
by the year 2000. That’s what it does—8
months, no action.

Now, what is the record of the other party?
What have they done with their year in the
majority? And keep in mind, I have done my
best to work in a bipartisan way. We got a
few Republicans—after no Republicans on
our budget bill, we got a few for the Brady
bill. We got a few for the crime bill to put
100,000 police on the street. We had a genu-
ine bipartisan effort—big majorities in both
parties finally for the welfare bill, after I ve-
toed the first two because it took the health
and nutrition benefits away from the families.
And now it’s going in the other direction,
in the wrong direction.

What have they done? They killed the
minimum wage increase for 12 million Amer-
icans. They killed campaign finance reform.
They killed the tobacco reform legislation
that would have put in billions of dollars to
protect our children from the danger of to-
bacco, still the number one public health
problem in America today. They killed the
Patients’ Bill of Rights that says that you have
a right to go to the nearest emergency room
if you’re in an accident, to see a specialist
if you need one, to keep your doctor even
if your health provider changes while you’re
pregnant or in chemotherapy or some other
reason. They’ve actually gone backwards in
protecting the environment; there are all
kinds of assaults on the environment in their
budget. They have gone backwards at pro-
tecting Social Security first with this House
tax bill. And there’s been no action on the
International Monetary Fund and the edu-
cation.

And this shows a larger set of different atti-
tudes. I believe with all my heart that we’re

up there not to fight with each other about
where we are on the totempole but to fight
for you to make sure you and your children
have a better, safer, freer future. That’s what
I think we’re there for.

If you want to send a message to Washing-
ton that you want your interests put first, that
you want progress over partisanship, that you
want people over politics, that you believe
in Social Security first, education is our top
investment priority, and keeping the econ-
omy going—if you want to send that mes-
sage, the best way in the world you could
ever send that message is to send Mary Boyle
to the United States Senate.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
luncheon hosts Tony and Kristine George; Mayor
Thomas Coyne, City of Brook Park; Ohio State
Democratic Party Chair David Leland; Mayor
Gary Starr of Middleberg Heights; Mary Boyle’s
husband, Jack, and mother, Catherine O’Boyle;
event co-host Thomas R. Coury, who died Sep-
tember 28, and his son, Thomas J. Coury, grand-
daughters Traci A. Ade and Teri Coury Strimpel,
brother Robert Coury, Sr., and nephew Robert
Coury, Jr.; Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestin-
ian Authority; and Prime Minister Binyamin
Netanyahu of Israel.

Proclamation 7131—Fire Prevention
Week, 1998
October 2, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Fire claims more than 4,000 American

lives each year, a tragic loss of life that we
can and must prevent. Nearly 80 percent of
these deaths occur in the home, where
smoke and poisonous gases often kill people
long before flames can reach them.

Underestimating fire’s deadly speed has
cost many Americans their lives. Smoke
alarms are one of the most effective safety
tools available to ensure sufficient escape
time, and research shows that by installing
and maintaining working smoke alarms, we
can reduce the risk of fire-related death by
nearly 50 percent. Another important safety



1960 Oct. 2 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

measure is a home fire escape plan, which
enables everyone in the household to exit
quickly during a fire emergency.

As sponsor of Fire Prevention Week for
more than 70 years, the National Fire Protec-
tion Association (NFPA) has selected ‘‘Fire
Drills—The Great Escape!’’ as the theme for
this year’s Fire Prevention Week. Together
with the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, the NFPA reminds us to take re-
sponsibility for our personal safety and prac-
tice our home escape plans. On Wednesday,
October 7, 1998, fire departments across
America will coordinate home fire drills in
support of National Fire Prevention Week.
Community fire departments will signal the
start of the ‘‘Great Escape Fire Drill’’ by
sounding their stations’ fire alarms at 6:00
p.m.

As we focus on fire safety this week, let
us also pay tribute to the courage and com-
mitment of our Nation’s fire and emergency
services personnel. These dedicated men and
women devote themselves, day in and day
out, to protecting our lives and property from
the ravages of fire. All America watched in
awe this summer as thousands of firefighters
from across the Nation battled the wildfires
that raged through Florida for so many
weeks. Leaving their own homes and fami-
lies, these heroes put their lives on the line
as street by street, house by house, they
worked to save the homes of their fellow
Americans. It is fitting that on Sunday, Octo-
ber 4, 1998, at the 17th annual National Fall-
en Firefighters Memorial Service in Emmits-
burg, Maryland, our Nation will honor once
again the valiant men and women across our
country whose commitment to protecting our
families and communities from fire cost them
their lives.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 4
through October 10, 1998, as Fire Prevention
Week. I encourage people of the United
States to take an active role in fire prevention
not only this week, but also throughout the
year. I also call upon every citizen to pay trib-
ute to the members of our fire and emer-
gency services who have lost their lives or

been injured in service to their communities,
and to those men and women who carry on
their noble tradition.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 5, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 6.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

September 26
In the evening, the President traveled

from San Jose, CA, to Los Angeles, CA.

September 27
In the morning, the President traveled to

San Antonio, TX. In the late afternoon, he
traveled to Houston, TX. In the evening, the
President returned to Washington, DC, ar-
riving after midnight.

September 28
The President declared an emergency in

Alabama and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by Hurricane Georges beginning
on September 28 and continuing.

The President declared a major disaster in
Florida and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by Hurricane Georges on Sep-
tember 25 and continuing.

The President declared an emergency in
Mississippi and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in
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the area struck by Hurricane Georges on
September 28 and continuing.

The President announced that he has au-
thorized the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency to provide direct Federal assist-
ance to Louisiana at 100 percent Federal
funding for the first 72 hours for damage re-
lating to Hurricane Georges.

September 29
In the morning, the President met with

Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian
Authority in the Oval Office. Later, he met
with National Security Adviser Samuel
Berger and Minister of Foreign Affairs Tang
Jiaxuan of China in the Oval Office.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Albert S. Jacquez to be Adminis-
trator of the Saint Lawrence Seaway Devel-
opment Corporation at the Department of
Transportation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ira G. Peppercorn to be Director,
Office of Multifamily Housing Assistance Re-
structuring at the Department of Housing
and Urban Development.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Isadore Rosenthal to be a member
of the Chemical Safety and Hazard Investiga-
tion Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ashish Sen to be Director of the
Bureau of Transportation Statistics at the
Department of Transportation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jeffrey S. Merrifield to be a mem-
ber of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

The President announced his intention to
appoint F. Duane Ackerman to the Presi-
dent’s Export Council.

September 30
In the morning, the President received the

final report of the Assassination Records Re-
view Board in the Oval Office.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kenneth W. Kizer to be Under
Secretary for Health at the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Richard A. Grafmeyer and Gerald
M. Shea to be members of the Social Secu-
rity Advisory Board.

The President declared a major disaster in
Alabama and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the
area struck by Hurricane Georges on Sep-
tember 25 and continuing.

The White House announced that the
President will travel to Los Angeles, CA, and
San Francisco, CA, on October 20–21, and
that he will travel to Fayetteville, AR, to at-
tend the dedication ceremony for the North-
west Regional Airport on November 6.

October 1
The President announced his intention to

nominate Phyllis K. Fong to be Inspector
General of the Small Business Administra-
tion.

The President declared a major disaster in
Mississippi and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in
the area struck by Hurricane Georges on
September 25 and continuing.

October 2
In the morning, the President traveled to

Cleveland, OH.
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Philadelphia, PA, and in the evening, he at-
tended a Democratic National Committee
reception and dinner at City Hall. Later, the
President returned to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Maria Borrero to be Director of
the Office for Victims of Crime at the Justice
Department.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Edward J. Gleiman to be Chair and
Commissioner and Dana B. Covington to be
Commissioner of the Postal Rate Commis-
sion.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Eugene A. Ludwig as a member of
the Advisory Council on Historic Preserva-
tion.

The White House announced that the
President will meet with Chancellor-elect
Gerhard Schroeder of Germany at the White
House on October 9.
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Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted September 28

Edward J. Damich,
of Virginia, to be a Judge of the U.S. Court
of Federal Claims for a term of 15 years,
vice James F. Merow, term expired.

Nancy B. Firestone,
of Virginia, to be a Judge of the U.S. Court
of Federal Claims for a term of 15 years,
vice Moody R. Tidwell III, term expired.

Emily Clark Hewitt,
of the District of Columbia, to be a Judge
of the U.S. Court of Federal Claims for a
term of 15 years, vice Robert J. Yock, term
expired.

Alex R. Munson,
of the Northern Mariana Islands, to be Judge
for the District Court for the Northern Mari-
ana Islands for a term of 10 years (reappoint-
ment).

Submitted September 29

Albert S. Jacquez,
of California, to be Administrator of the Saint
Lawrence Seaway Development Corporation
for a term of 7 years, vice Gail Clements
McDonald, resigned.

Jeffrey S. Merrifield,
of New Hampshire, to be a member of the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission for the term
expiring June 30, 2002, vice Kenneth C. Rog-
ers, term expired.

Ira G. Peppercorn,
of Indiana, to be Director of the Office of
Multifamily Housing Assistance Restructur-
ing (new position).

Ashish Sen,
of Illinois, to be Director of the Bureau of
Transportation Statistics, Department of

Transportation, for the term of 4 years, vice
Triruvarur R. Lakshmanan, resigned.

Isadore Rosenthal,
of Pennsylvania, to be a member of the
Chemical Safety and Hazard Investigation
Board for a term of 5 years (new position).

Submitted September 30

Kenneth W. Kizer,
of California, to be Under Secretary for
Health of the Department of Veterans Affairs
for a term of 4 years (reappointment).

Richard A. Grafmeyer,
of Maryland, to be a member of the Social
Security Advisory Board for the remainder
of the term expiring September 30, 2000,
vice Harlan Matthews resigned.

Gerald M. Shea,
of the District of Columbia, to be a member
of the Social Security Advisory Board for a
term expiring September 30, 2004 (re-
appointment).

Submitted October 1

Harry J. Bowie,
of Mississippi, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the National Consumer Co-
operative Bank for a term of 3 years, vice
Tony Scallon, term expired.

Phyllis K. Fong,
of Maryland, to be Inspector General, Small
Business Administration, vice James F.
Hoobler.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.
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1 This release was not received in time for inclu-
sion in the appropriate issue.

Released September 25 1

Statement by James E. Kennedy, Special Ad-
viser to the White House Counsel, on the
House Judiciary Committee’s decision to re-
lease materials relating to the Independent
Counsel’s investigation

Released September 28

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Transcript of a press briefing by Secretary
of State Madeleine Albright on the Presi-
dent’s meeting with Prime Minister
Netanyahu of Israel

Announcement of nominations of three U.S.
Court of Federal Claims Judges

Announcement of nomination of U.S. Dis-
trict Judge for the District of the Northern
Mariana Islands

Released September 29

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Transcript of a press briefing by Federal
Emergency Management Agency Director
James Lee Witt on Hurricane Georges

Statement by Treasury Secretary Robert
Rubin and Council of Economic Advisers
Chair Janet Yellen on the Federal Reserve’s
decisionmaking authority on the Nation’s
monetary policy and the national economy

Released September 30

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Photo release: The President Meets With the
Assassination Records Review Board Mem-
bers

Released October 1

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Released October 2

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the upcoming visit of Chancellor-elect
Gerhard Schroeder of Germany

Statement by the Press Secretary: Actions by
Iran Against Baha’Is

Transcript of remarks by Assistant to the
President and Special Counsel Gregory Craig
on the release of materials relating to the
Independent Counsel’s investigation

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved September 28

S. 2112 / Public Law 105–241
Postal Employees Safety Enhancement Act
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