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more than 30 years. Children with health in-
surance get a healthier start in life because
they receive regular checkups and routine
immunizations. We are working with the
States to ensure that every child eligible for
CHIP is enrolled, and we are focusing on
enrolling the more than 4 million uninsured
children who are currently eligible for health
coverage under the Medicaid program.

To empower America’s children with the
skills and knowledge they need to make the
most of their lives, our Nation has also made
the largest investment in education in more
than a generation. Today, more than 800,000
children are enrolled in Head Start, receiving
the attention and training they need to start
school ready to learn. We are also working
with the Congress to pass legislation that will
provide public schools with more teachers,
smaller class sizes, new or renovated build-
ings, and the latest in information tech-
nology.

Children are our greatest blessing, and
raising them well is the most challenging and
rewarding task any of us will ever undertake.
On National Children’s Day, let us recommit
ourselves—as loving parents and caring citi-
zens—to ensure that all of America’s children
grow up in truly nurturing environments
where their needs are met and where they
have every opportunity to make the most of
their lives.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 11, 1998,
as National Children’s Day. I urge the Amer-
ican people to express their love and appre-
ciation for children on this day and on every
day throughout the year. I invite Federal offi-
cials, local governments, communities, and
particularly all American families to join to-
gether in observing this day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities that honor our Na-
tion’s children. I also urge all Americans to
reflect upon the importance of children to
our families, the importance of strong fami-
lies to our children, and the importance of
each to America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this ninth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-

ty-eight, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:43 a.m., October 13, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 14.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

October 5
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Boris
Yeltsin of Russia concerning the situation in
Kosovo.

In the afternoon, the President met with
Senate Minority Leader Thomas A. Daschle
and House Minority Leader Richard A. Gep-
hardt in the Oval Office.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John Austin Moran to be a Com-
missioner of the Federal Maritime Commis-
sion.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Stephen Hadley and Zalmay
Khalilzad to be members of the Board of Di-
rectors of the U.S. Institute of Peace.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John F. Walsh to be a member of
the U.S. Postal Service Board of Governors.

The President announced his intention to
nominate David M. Walker to be Comptrol-
ler of the United States at the General Ac-
counting Office.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Andrea Kidd Taylor to be a mem-
ber of the Chemical Safety and Hazard In-
vestigation Board.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Lee R. Seeman to be a member of
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the Commission for the Preservation of
America’s Heritage Abroad.

The President declared a major disaster in
Washington and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local recovery efforts in
the area struck by severe storms and flooding
on May 26–29.

October 6
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Prime Minister
Tony Blair of the United Kingdom concern-
ing the situation in Kosovo and the inter-
national economic situation.

Later in the morning, the President met
with President Carlos Menem of Argentina
at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kay Kelley Arnold to be a member
of the Board of Directors of the Inter-Amer-
ican Foundation.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Timothy F. Geithner to be Under
Secretary of the Treasury for International
Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Edwin M. Truman to be Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury for International
Affairs.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Donnie R. Marshall to be Deputy
Administrator of the Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Ralph B. Everett to the rank of Am-
bassador during his tenure of service as the
Chair of the U.S. delegation to the 1998
International Telecommunication Union
Plenipotentiary Conference.

October 7
In the afternoon, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Fernando
Cardoso of Brazil to congratulate Mr.
Cardoso on his reelection and brief him on
the October 6 economic meetings in Wash-
ington. Later, the President met with Rep-
resentative Vic Fazio, chairman of the House
Democratic caucus, in the Oval Office.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Harold J. Creel, Jr., to be a Com-
missioner on the Federal Maritime Commis-
sion.

October 8
The President announced his intention to

nominate Gary L. Visscher to be a member
of the Occupational Safety and Health Re-
view Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Gary Gensler to be Under Sec-
retary of the Treasury for Domestic Finance.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kenneth M. Bresnahan to be Chief
Financial Officer at the Labor Department.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kathleen M. Gillespie to be a
Commissioner on the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission.

October 9
In the afternoon, the President had a

working luncheon with Chancellor-elect
Gerhard Schroeder of Germany in the Old
Family Dining Room.

Later, the President met with Presidents
Alberto Fujimori of Peru and Jamil Mahuad
Witt of Ecuador in the Oval Office.

The President announced the nomination
of Timothy Fields, Jr., to be Assistant Admin-
istrator for Solid Waste at the Environmental
Protection Agency.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James M. Simon, Jr., to be Assist-
ant Director for Administration at the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Arthur Naparstek to be a member
of the Board of Directors of the Corporation
for National and Community Service.

The White House announced that the
President will travel to Guam, Malaysia,
Japan, and Korea November 13–22 to attend
the annual Asia Pacific Economic Con-
ference and consult with two of the United
States’ closest allies in the region on the glob-
al economic situation, regional security, and
other bilateral issues.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
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