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thoughts and prayers go to his wife, Marny,
and their three daughters.

Statement on Congressional Action
on the ‘‘Charter School Expansion
Act of 1998’’
October 10, 1998

I am very pleased that the Congress has
approved the ‘‘Charter School Expansion Act
of 1998.’’ This law will ensure that the charter
schools movement will give parents and stu-
dents more choices, better schools, and
greater accountability for results. When I was
elected President, there was only one charter
school in the Nation. With help from the
charter school initiative I proposed in 1993
and signed into law in 1994, there are now
more than 1,000 charter schools serving
more than 200,000 students across the Na-
tion. This new measure is an important step
toward reaching my goal of creating 3,000
high-quality public charter schools that will
educate more than half a million students.

There is more to do to create the renais-
sance in public education our Nation needs
and our students deserve. Congress must put
progress ahead of partisanship and strength-
en our public schools by enacting legislation
that will help communities hire 100,000 well-
trained teachers to reduce class size in the
early grades, modernize or build 5,000
schools, strengthen early literacy programs,
provide quality after-school programs, and
put in place high national standards and tests
in the basic skills of reading and math.

Remarks During Education Budget
Negotiations and an Exchange With
Reporters
October 11, 1998

The President. In only 447 days, the 21st
century begins, a century in which the edu-
cation of our Nation’s children will matter
more than ever before. Yet, far too many of
our schools are not ready for that new cen-
tury. We’ve all seen the news stories about
teachers teaching classes in subjects they
didn’t major in in college, about schools so
overcrowded they have trailers out back to
handle the overflow, about classrooms with

35 or more students all vying for a minute
of attention from the teachers, about schools
so old they can’t be connected to the Inter-
net.

This can be changed, but we cannot afford
to wait. And we are waiting for the Repub-
lican majority in Congress to bring this year’s
education investment bill to the floor. The
delay must end. On education, Congress
must choose progress over partisanship. We
need a strong bipartisan bill.

Just a few days ago, I had the honor of
signing into law such a bill to open the doors
wider to higher education. And in just the
last 2 days, Republicans and Democrats have
worked together to pass strong charter school
and vocational education measures. And I’d
like to thank Senator Jeffords, Senator Ken-
nedy, Senator Coats, Congressmen Goodling
and Clay and Roemer for that. Now it’s time
once again for Congress to cross party lines
and send me an education budget that I can
sign that is worthy of our children and their
future.

This bill must make the right investments
in our children’s future. It must include a
strong downpayment on my request for
100,000 teachers for smaller classes in the
early grades. It must invest in academically
enriched after-school and summer school
programs to keep kids in school and out of
trouble. It must invest in modernized schools
for our children; we cannot raise students up
in buildings that are falling down. Any budget
that does not do anything to help modernize
our schools to give our children safe and
clean places to learn does not fully prepare
them for the 21st century.

Tomorrow night the funding to keep the
Government open expires again. Senator
Daschle, Congressman Gephardt, their
Democratic colleagues, and I will work with
the Republican majority to do the right thing
for our country. We must pass a budget that
is fiscally responsible, that honors our values,
that invests in the education of our children.
That is the most important thing we can do
in this long-running Congress.

Q. Mr. President, the Republican leaders
were saying this morning that if you were
serious about reaching this budget deal, that
you would stay in Washington instead of
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going on to fundraisers tomorrow and the fol-
lowing day.

The President. Well, let me first of all
say that in the State of the Union in January,
I sent a program to Congress to save the sur-
plus until Social Security is fixed, to invest
in education as I just described, to pass a
Patients’ Bill of Rights, to keep our economy
going amidst all this economic turmoil in the
world. In February I sent them a balanced
budget with the same education program in
it.

This is the first Congress in 24 years that
did not pass a budget—in 24 years. Now they
have turned their attention to this, and we
are making progress. And I worked on it yes-
terday; I am prepared to do whatever it takes
to work with them, now that they have turned
their attention to this, to get the job done.
But in the end, it is their votes. We are ag-
gressively working with them to resolve this,
but they have to decide that they will agree
with us after this whole year that it is a prior-
ity, that we are going to do it, and that we’re
going to do it now.

Continuing Resolution Legislation
Q. Mr. President, will you sign another

continuing resolution if Congress passes one?
Dick Armey said today that he felt one was
needed.

The President. You mean for a couple
days?

Q. That’s right.
The President. Well, sure, we’re not

going to shut the Government down if we’re
working on this, of course. No one is inter-
ested in doing that. I just want to get this
job done.

Representative Richard A. Gephardt.
Mr. President, can I add an answer? This
Congress has been here probably less than
most Congresses, but what I’m worried about
is not when they’re not here. What I’m wor-
ried about is when they are here. They’ve
killed campaign reform; they’ve killed the
tobacco bill; they’ve killed all the education
legislation the President has sent; they killed
Patients’ Bill of Rights; they tried to spend
the surplus on a tax cut, rather than saving
it for Social Security.

They shouldn’t be worried about whether
the President is here or not. The President

is here; the President sent the bills. I’m wor-
ried about what they do when they are here.
They kill everything that the American peo-
ple want. And that’s what they’ve got to get
to work on, to do the things people want
done.

1998 Congressional Elections
Q. Mr. President, you characterize this as

a do-nothing Congress. Do you think, with
the results of the upcoming election, will it
be a referendum on your Presidency? You’re
going to run against this Congress. Do you
think the election results will be a referen-
dum on your Presidency?

The President. Well, first of all, I’m not
running. But what I do intend to do is to
bring the issues to the American people. The
American people will have to decide if they
believe that Social Security should be saved
before this surplus is spent for other things.
The American people will have to decide
whether they really want a Patients’ Bill of
Rights that guarantees people in HMO’s the
right to see a specialist or go to the nearest
emergency room or have their medical
records private or finish a treatment for
chemotherapy or pregnancy before they can
be forced to change doctors.

These are the kinds of decisions the Amer-
ican people have to make about what they
want for their future. What I’d like to see
is this election to be about the American peo-
ple and their future, not about Washington,
DC—just as I think this last year could have
been and should have been about the people
in America and not about Washington, DC.
That is the decision before them, and I trust
them. I think they’ll make the right decision.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in the Cabi-
net Room at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks on Departure for
New York City
October 12, 1998

Budget Negotiations
Good afternoon. While Columbus Day is

a day off for many Americans, here at the
White House we have been working hard
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