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society, we have three big challenges. One
is to develop a financial system that doesn’t
go through a boom/bust cycle in the world
in the way that we experienced, and others
experienced here, many years ago. That’s the
threat—or the fear some people have out
there. Two is to deal with global environ-
mental challenges and still keep growing the
economy. But, three is to go to the heart in
country after country after country of this
dark compulsion people have to hate and
fight and kill each other because of their reli-
gious, their racial, their cultural, or their
other differences.

And I have done my best as President to
try to get the American people to move be-
yond that. Today I asked the Congress once
again to pass my anti-hate crimes legislation.
And as my staff never tires of telling me, I’m
doing a better job of getting America to get
over it than I am of getting the people in
Washington to get over it.

But I ask you to think about that. Say a
prayer when you go home tonight for that
young man’s family in Wyoming, and think
about what kind of Senator New York ought
to have. New York has been an integral part
of America from the beginning. It has always
been central to our conception of who we
are as a country and where we’re going.

Senator D’Amato has gotten some criti-
cism that I never thought was fair, actually,
for being called ‘‘Senator Pothole’’ and all
that—you know that people make these
funny little jokes. It’s not funny if you’ve got
a pothole in front of your house. [Laughter]
It’s not funny; it’s important. It’s hard to
think about the higher things if you get a
flat every morning. [Laughter]

So what I want to say to you, though, is—
now, I want you to think about this—there
is not a person here who would dispute what
I am about to say. If Chuck Schumer is a
Senator, given his level of energy, his inten-
sity, his aggressiveness, he will make Senator
D’Amato look laid back when it comes to fill-
ing potholes. [Laughter] Or solving whatever
other problems there are. But I don’t think
he should be criticized for that. That’s an im-
portant part of this job.

But there are two other things that are very
important. One is voting right, voting for the
future, voting for the profound, deepest in-

terests of the people of New York—and not
just here 3 or 4 weeks before the election
but every year, for 6 years, the entire term.
And the other is being able to visualize the
future we are tying to build, being able to
represent and bring together this incredible
diversity of New York and America, and giv-
ing voice to the tomorrow that is just over
the horizon.

So I say to you—I started this speech by
answering an ad against Chuck Schumer, and
I think I did a pretty good job. [Laughter]
I pointed out what I think is very important
in his vote for the economic plan of ’93 and
the crime bill of ’94 and his essential leader-
ship. But the most important thing to me of
all is New York deserves a Senator who is
both tied to the specific, concrete needs of
individuals and their communities, and a
Senator who will vote in the interest of the
State and the Nation over the long run and
finally give voice to what makes America a
great nation.

This is a time when we need people who
are both practical and visionary, a time when
we have business to attend to that is right
before our eyes and dreams to dream and
realize. And I am here proudly tonight be-
cause I believe Chuck Schumer can be that
kind of Senator.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:40 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the New York Hilton and Tow-
ers. In his remarks, he referred to Mr. Schumer’s
wife, Iris, and daughters Jessica and Alison; Geral-
dine Ferraro and New York City Public Advocate
Mark Green, who both challenged Mr. Schumer
in the Democratic primary; New York State As-
semblyman Roberto Ramirez; Special Envoy
Richard Holbrooke, the President’s nominee to
be Ambassador to the U.N.; Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel; and Chairman Yas-
ser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority.

Remarks in New York City on the
Situation in Kosovo
October 12, 1998

Good evening. In recent weeks, faced with
a deepening and dangerous crisis in Kosovo,
the United States has worked to stop the vio-
lence and repression and put the people of
Kosovo on the path to peace.
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Last month the United Nations Security
Council, through Resolution 1199, de-
manded that President Milosevic implement
a cease-fire, withdraw the forces he has re-
cently sent to Kosovo and garrison the rest,
allow refugees to return to their villages, give
immediate access to humanitarian relief
agencies, and agree to a timetable for auton-
omy negotiations with the Kosovar Albanians.

President Milosevic has not yet complied
with the international community’s demands.
Given his intransigence, the 16 members of
NATO have just voted to give our military
commanders the authority to carry out air-
strikes against Serbia. This is only the second
time in NATO’s history that it has authorized
the use of force—and the first time in the
case of a country brutally repressing its own
people.

The international community is now pre-
pared to act. But as I have said from the
beginning, we would prefer to resolve this
crisis peacefully, rather than through military
action. That is why I sent Ambassador Rich-
ard Holbrooke on a mission to make it clear
to President Milosevic what the world ex-
pects him to do to avert the NATO airstrikes.

Ambassador Holbrooke has reported to
me, and in the past few hours to NATO, that,
faced with a solid international front, Presi-
dent Milosevic has made a series of commit-
ments. If fully implemented—and that is a
critical and very big ‘‘if’’—these commit-
ments could achieve the international com-
munity’s objectives as stated in the United
Nations resolution.

In light of President Milosevic’s pledges
and the independent verification system that
will be established, NATO has agreed to
delay action for 96 hours.

President Milosevic has agreed, first, to
fully comply with U.N. Security Council Res-
olution 1199. Second, he has accepted an in-
trusive international inspection to verify com-
pliance. Third, he has agreed to a timetable
for completing interim autonomy arrange-
ments with the Kosovar Albanians.

If these commitments are met, and the
international community will be able to see

for itself whether they are met, they could
provide the basis for peace and progress.

All along our objectives have been clear:
to end the violence in Kosovo which threat-
ens to spill over into neighboring countries
and to spark instability in the heart of Eu-
rope; to reverse a humanitarian catastrophe
in the making as tens of thousands of home-
less refugees risk freezing or starving to death
in the winter; and to seek a negotiated peace.

But let me be very clear: Commitments
are not compliance. Balkan graveyards are
filled with President Milosevic’s broken
promises. In the days ahead, we will focus
not only on what President Milosevic says,
but on what we see that he does through
a robust on-the-ground and in-the-air ver-
ification system.

I hope that the commitments President
Milosevic has made can create a peaceful way
forward. That has been our preference all
along. But together with our NATO partners,
we will determine whether President
Milosevic follows words with deeds. And we
will remain ready to take military action if
Mr. Milosevic fails to make good on his com-
mitments this time.

As we approach the next century, we must
never forget one of the most indelible lessons
of this one we’re about to leave, that America
has a direct stake in keeping the peace in
Europe before isolated acts of violence turn
into large-scale wars. Today determined di-
plomacy backed by force is creating the path
to peace.

I want to thank Mr. Holbrooke; I want to
thank Secretary General Solana and our
NATO allies for all the contributions they
have made. Now we must and we will do
what is necessary to see that that path to
peace is followed.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m. at the
New York Hilton and Towers. In his remarks, he
referred to President Slobodan Milosevic of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro); Special Envoy Richard Holbrooke, the
President’s nominee to be Ambassador to the
U.N.; and NATO Secretary General Javier Solana.
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Remarks at a G&P Charitable
Foundation for Cancer Research
Dinner in New York City
October 12, 1998

The President. Thank you. Well, when I
told Denise I would do this for her and the
memory of her daughter, I didn’t know that
an added bonus was I would be introduced
by Bill Cosby, a man who—I mean, his net
worth was 500 times mine before I met all
those lawyers in Washington. [Laughter] But
I thank you, Bill. I thank you and Camille
for your friendship, the letters you sent me,
the words of wisdom in the last several
months, and for being here tonight.

I want to thank my wonderful friend
Denise Rich for so many things but for re-
membering her daughter in this magnificent
and farsighted and humane way. Hillary
would like to have been here with me to-
night, but she is in Prague on a trip for our
country. But we love you, Denise, and we
thank you for what you’re doing.

I want to thank Les Moonves for his work
in making this evening a success. And I want
to say I am delighted that you’re honoring
Milton Berle. Thank you. [Applause] Thank
you.

You know, when you’re President, you can
speak off the cuff a little bit, but you have
all these wonderful people who work for you,
and they dig up interesting facts. Now, here
are the facts they dug up for me to say about
Milton Berle. [Laughter]

[At this point, Mr. Berle stood up and pre-
tended to depart.]

The President. Oh, no, it gets better; sit
down. He’s been in show business for 85
years. He’s performed in drag more than any
other entertainer except the roadshow cast
of ‘‘La Cage Aux Folles.’’ [Laughter] And
most important, he holds the Guinness Book
of World Records for the most charity bene-
fit performances of any entertainer in history.
Thank you, Milton Berle.

I’d like to ask you to take just a couple
of minutes to seriously consider the purpose
for which you have come tonight. Twenty-
five years ago America declared war on can-
cer. Twenty-five years from now I hope we
will have won the war. I hope the war on

cancer will have about as much meaning to
schoolchildren as the War of 1812. Twenty-
five years from now I hope schoolchildren
don’t even know what the word ‘‘chemo-
therapy’’ means.

The progress now being made against can-
cer is stunning. We are closing in on the ge-
netic causes of breast cancer, colon cancer,
and prostate cancer; testing medicines actu-
ally to prevent these cancers. New tools for
screening and diagnosis are returning to
many patients the promise of a long and
healthy life. From 1991 to 1995 cancer death
rates actually dropped for the first time in
history.

For the last 6 years, we have worked hard
to fight this dreaded disease, helping cancer
patients to keep their health coverage when
they change jobs, accelerating the approval
of cancer drugs while maintaining safe stand-
ards, continually every year increasing fund-
ing for cancer research.

In the last few weeks, four critical steps
have been taken. First of all, in spite of all
the fights we’ve been having in Washington,
we did succeed in getting from Congress on
a bipartisan basis the largest single increase
in funding for cancer and other medical re-
search in history, as part of our gift to the
21st century. Second, I directed the National
Cancer Institute to expedite a new computer
system to give tens of thousands of cancer
patients across our country access to clinical
trials on the kinds of new cancer treatments
that can save their lives. Third, I have taken
steps to ensure that by next year cancer pa-
tients and advocates will have a seat at the
table when we set the medical research agen-
da in Government, because those who suffer
from cancer know truths about these diseases
that even the experts do not understand. And
fourth, we’ve made $15 million available to
study the long-term effects of cancer treat-
ment and how to prevent cancer recurrence.

And I know, Denise, these grants have
special significance to you because Gabrielle
herself succumbed as a result of the treat-
ment she received from Hodgkin’s Disease.
So we give these grants with you and your
family in mind.

Oh, we’ve still got a lot to do, all right,
in this battle for victory over cancer. We have
to convince the next Congress to finish the
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