AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Oct. 28

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:29 a.m., October 29, 1998]

NoTE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on October 28, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on October 30.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Sudan

October 27, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a natice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the Su-
danese emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond November 3, 1998.

The crisis between the United States and
Sudan that led to the declaration on Novem-
ber 3, 1997, of a national emergency has not
been resolved. The Government of Sudan
continues to support international terrorism
and engage in human rights violations, in-
cluding the denial of religious freedom. Such
Sudanese actions pose a continuing unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity and foreign policy of the United States.
For these reasons, | have determined that
it is necessary to maintain in force the broad
authorities necessary to apply economic pres-
sure on the Government of Sudan.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on October 28.
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Remarks Welcoming President
Andres Pastrana of Colombia

October 28, 1998

President Pastrana, Mrs. Pastrana, mem-
bers of the Colombia delegation, I am proud
to welcome you to the United States and to
the White House.

Two months ago when Andres Pastrana
stood in historic Bolivar Plaza, the people of
Colombia inaugurated not just a new Presi-
dent but a new spirit of hope: Hope for
change; hope for reconciliation; hope for the
fulfillment of his citizens’ most profound
dreams.

President Pastrana was inspired to public
service by his father, who was Colombia’s
President a generation ago and by the endur-
ing spirit of the liberator, Bolivar. He was
already working for the public good while
still a teenager, backpacking across the coun-
try to collect money for the poor and raising
funds for young burn victims.

Now, Mr. President, as Colombia’s leader,
you have made it your mission to renew your
country for all your citizens, to revive the
economy, to lead in the global fight against
narcotics, to bring relief and progress to peo-
ple caught in the crossfire of violence among
rebels, paramilitaries, and drug traffickers—
to bring peace.

Colombia is the last site of major civil strife
in our hemisphere. In recent years, the vio-
lence and suffering have grown; the struggle
has become intertwined with the deadly drug
trade. The conflict has claimed the lives of
many dedicated public servants. It has forced
Colombians to flee their homes and made
it difficult for others to run their businesses
and farms.

Mr. President, we admire your courage
and determination to end the violence, to
heal the wounds of the past, to build a better
future. We call on the insurgents and
paramilitaries to respond to your bold initia-
tive for peace by ending terrorism, hostage
taking, and support for drug traffickers.

All around the world today, men and
women who have suffered too long from the
poison of hatred are choosing the path of
peace: in Ireland, in Bosnia, in Southern Afri-
ca, and Central America, now with renewed
hope in the Middle East, and just this week
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with the agreement to end their longstanding
conflict in Peru and Ecuador. With your
leadership, Mr. President, peace can come
to Colombia, too.

As you embark on your mission to build
an honorable and enduring peace, count on
the United States as a friend and partner.
Count on us, too, as you work to bring pros-
perity to all Colombians. We will work to-
gether to create jobs and improve opportuni-
ties for both our peoples. We already are
your largest trading partner and foreign in-
vestor. But there is much more we can do
together. And as part of the extraordinary
process of integration now taking place all
across our hemisphere, we will work to-
gether, and with our other friends through-
out the Americas, to uphold human rights,
root out corruption, fight crime, advance
education and health care, overcome pov-
erty, and protect our common environment.
We will work together to combat illegal
drugs. We have worked together, but we
must do more. For both our peoples have
suffered greatly from the drug trade and its
brutality. The battle against drugs is a com-
mon battle. It must unite our people, not di-
vide them.

Colombians deserve normal lives. They
deserve to live free in their homes with their
families, to enjoy the phenomenal richness
of their culture, the vallenato music, the
paintings and sculptures of Botero, the fan-
tastic writings of Gabriel Garcia Marquez.

Mr. President, we in the United States
watched with pride as you took the oath of
office in August, wearing the suit of clothes
your father had worn when he was inaugu-
rated President of Colombia 28 years ago.
You said then, “This is not my day, but the
day of all Colombians. Change begins today.”

This is a new beginning for Colombia. It
is also a new opportunity to strengthen the
bonds between our peoples. So let us begin
today. Again, Mr. President, welcome, and
welcome back to the White House.

NoTe: The President spoke at 9:50 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Nohra, wife of President Pastrana.
The transcript made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of Presi-
dent Pastrana.
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The President’s News Conference
With President Pastrana

October 28, 1998

President Clinton. Good afternoon. Let
me say again how very pleased | am to have
President Pastrana, his wife, his children, and
so many members of his government here
with us. This is truly a new beginning for
Colombia and a new opportunity for our na-
tions to renew our bonds. We made a very
good start today.

Our hemisphere is increasingly working
together for democracy and opportunity, for
justice and human rights, for the peaceful
resolution of conflicts. For Colombia, the in-
surgency looms over all other challenges
today. There is terror and assassination, kid-
naping, including the kidnaping of United
States citizens, and other affronts to human
rights. The narcotics trade and the civil con-
flict have fed off each other as rebels and
paramilitaries do business with violent drug
traffickers.

However, we know peace can come, even
in the most difficult circumstances, if the will
and the courage for peace is strong. Presi-
dent Pastrana has the will, the courage, and
the support of his people to build peace. |
welcome his efforts to open talks with insur-
gent groups. We stand ready to help. We
hope the insurgents and paramilitaries will
seize this opportunity the President has of-
fered them by ending terrorism and hostage
taking and involvement with drug traffickers.

The President and | have just signed a new
alliance against drugs to intensify our joint
efforts in education, in prevention and law
enforcement, and extradition, eradication,
economic development, and again, in efforts
to end civil conflict. All are essential to this
fight.

Also we have reached an agreement on
using the proceeds from assets forfeited by
drug traffickers to bolster Colombia’s coun-
ternarcotics enforcement efforts. As | said
this morning, the fight against drugs is our
joint responsibility. It must unite us, not di-
vide us.

In that spirit, I am pleased to announce
that we will provide more than $280 million
in assistance to Colombia in the current fiscal
year, not just for the frontline battle against
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