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Energy, National Institutes of Health, Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration,
and National Institute of Standards and
Technology to work with America’s business
and academic communities in an ambitious
new research program. The role of the De-
partment of Defense in this research has al-
ready been authorized in Public Law 105–
261, which I signed on October 17, 1998.
This research will lead to a new generation
of Internet capabilities that will provide con-
nections that are not only much faster, but
also more reliable, secure, and high-quality.
The next generation of the Internet will fa-
cilitate a range of unprecedented new serv-
ices—such as the ability to support tele-sur-
gery and other medical services—which re-
quire extremely high levels of reliability and
protection.

The bill also authorizes an advanced
‘‘testbed’’ network that will link key Federal
and university research centers. These
testbeds will permit America’s leading re-
search teams to develop new Internet tech-
niques and demonstrate how those tech-
niques can advance a wide range of critical
research initiatives.

This forward-looking legislation will help
ensure that the Nation continues to support
a balanced program of research in high-
speed computers, communication systems,
and the software necessary to put technology
to practical use at work and at home.

Vice President Gore’s vision and leader-
ship led to the 1991 High-Performance Com-
puting Act, and I want to thank him for the
key role he has played in ensuring that re-
search in this critical and fast-paced area is
focused on the most important missions and
is managed efficiently. This new legislation
will build on that standard of excellence.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 28, 1998.

NOTE: H.R. 3332, approved October 28, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–305. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
statement.

Statement on Signing the Noncitizen
Benefit Clarification and Other
Technical Amendments Act of 1998
October 28, 1998

Today I have signed into law H.R. 4558,
the ‘‘Noncitizen Benefit Clarification and
Other Technical Amendments Act of 1998.’’
This legislation will further the efforts that
I have undertaken to reverse unduly harsh
benefit restrictions on legal immigrants that
have nothing to do with moving people from
welfare to work. H.R. 4558 will ensure that
thousands of elderly and disabled legal immi-
grants who are dependent on Supplemental
Security Income (SSI) and Medicaid will
continue to receive such benefits.

The Act also contains several warranted
technical amendments. Most significantly,
H.R. 4558 will clarify that (i) eligible children
with life-threatening conditions may con-
tinue to receive limited cash awards from tax-
exempt organizations without losing SSI ben-
efits, and (ii) will amend implementation
time-frames for certain Welfare-to-Work
funds.

I applaud the bipartisan spirit of H.R. 4558
and am pleased to sign this important legisla-
tion.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 28, 1998.

NOTE: H.R. 4558, approved October 28, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–306. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
statement.

Statement on Emergency Funding
for Antidrug Activities
October 28, 1998

I am making an additional $732 million in
emergency funding available to support anti-
drug activities and drug interdiction. These
funds were provided in the Omnibus Con-
solidated and Emergency Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act, 1999, which I signed into
law on Wednesday, October 21st.

Of the total amount I am making available,
funds are distributed as follows:
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• Department of Agriculture:
$23,000,000

• Department of Defense: $42,000,000
• Department of Justice: $20,200,000
• Department of State: $232,600,000
• Department of Transportation:

$133,700,000
• Department of the Treasury:

$277,500,000
• Office of National Drug Control Policy:

$1,200,000
• Federal Drug Control Programs:

$2,000,000

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring
President Pastrana
October 28, 1998

Ladies and gentlemen, good evening. Mr.
President, Mrs. Pastrana, members of the
Colombian delegation, distinguished guests,
it’s a great pleasure to welcome all of you
to the White House for this dinner in honor
of the President and the First Lady of Co-
lombia.

Today President Pastrana and I worked
hard to advance the partnership between Co-
lombia and the United States. Tonight we
celebrate our friendship, among friends. It
is a long friendship, indeed, going back to
our struggles for independence, including, as
President Pastrana discussed today, an alli-
ance in war as well as peace.

After all these years, the United States re-
mains captivated by Colombia, by the Power
of Colombian art, the force of Colombian lit-
erature, and I might add, the strength of Co-
lombian coffee. [Laughter] Indeed, if ever
a prize is given to any of the people who
negotiated the peace treaty at Wye, some-
thing will have to be given to Colombia, for
without the coffee it would not have oc-
curred. [Laughter]

The United States is grateful for the many
contributions Colombians make to our na-
tional life, as students, teachers, athletes, and
every occupation between.

Mr. President, your election this summer
marks the beginning of a new era in your
country’s history and in our long relationship.
Bravely, you have placed Colombia on the
path to peace. You have taken hard steps to-

ward renewed prosperity. We look forward
to walking with you into the 21st century.
We still have much to learn from and to give
to each other.

We live in a hemisphere on a planet grow-
ing ever smaller. In our independence, every
day we grow more interdependent. If we
would be strong, we must lift others. If we
would fulfill our own promise, we must help
others live their dreams. We must, in short,
go forward together.

In the last phrase of what has famously
become known in the United States as my
favorite novel, ‘‘One Hundred Years of Soli-
tude,’’ our guest and friend tonight, Gabriel
Garcia Marquez, says, ‘‘Races condemned to
100 years of solitude did not have a second
opportunity on Earth.’’ In the 21st century
let us move away from isolation, solitude,
loneliness, to build 100 years of an American
family together.

Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to join
me in a toast to the President and First Lady
of Colombia and to the people of their great
land.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Nohra Pastrana, wife of President
Pastrana. The transcript made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the re-
marks of President Pastrana.

Interview With Walter Cronkite and
Miles O’Brien of the Cable News
Network in Cape Canaveral, Florida
October 29, 1998

John Glenn’s Return to Space
Walter Cronkite. Good to see you, Mr.

President.
The President. Good morning, Walter,

and good morning, Miles—or good after-
noon. I’m delighted to be here.

Mr. Cronkite. They say, Mr. President,
that there are more visitors here than at any
time since the Moon launchings, the Moon
flights, and that includes the President of the
United States. What’s particularly appealing
to you about this flight?

The President. Well, of course there is
the John Glenn factor. Senator Glenn is a
very good personal friend of Hillary’s and
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