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of several technical issues, and urged firms
to contact OFAC if they had specific ques-
tions on the application of the Executive
order to their particular circumstances.

4. The expenses incurred by the Federal
Government in the 6-month period from
May 20 through November 19, 1998, that are
directly attributable to the exercise of powers
and authorities conferred by the declaration
of a national emergency with respect to
Burma are estimated at approximately
$300,000, most of which represent wage and
salary costs for Federal personnel. Personnel
costs were largely centered in the Depart-
ment of the Treasury (particularly in the Of-
fice of Foreign Assets Control, the Office of
the Under Secretary for Enforcement, and
the Office of the General Counsel), and the
Department of State (particularly the Bureau
of Economic and Business Affairs, the Bu-
reau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, and
the Office of the Legal Adviser).

5. The situation reviewed above continues
to present an extraordinary and unusual
threat to the national security and foreign
policy of the United States. The declaration
of the national emergency with respect to
Burma contained in Executive Order 13047
in response to the large-scale repression of
the democratic opposition by the Govern-
ment of Burma since September 30, 1996,
reflected the belief that it is in the national
security and foreign policy interests of the
United States to seek an end to abuses of
human rights in Burma, to support efforts
to achieve democratic reform that would pro-
mote regional peace and stability, and to urge
effective counternarcotics policies.

In the past 6 months the State Law and
Order Restoration Council (SLORC), re-
cently renamed the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council, has shown no sign of will-
ingness to cede its hold on absolute power.
Since refusing to recognize the results of the
free and fair 1990 elections in which the Na-
tional League for Democracy won a vast ma-
jority of both the popular vote and the par-
liamentary seats, the ruling junta has contin-
ued to refuse to negotiate with pro-democ-
racy forces and ethnic groups for a genuine
political settlement to allow a return to the
rule of law and respect for basic human
rights. Burma has taken limited but insuffi-

cient steps to counter narcotics production
and trafficking.

The net effect of U.S. and international
measures to pressure the SLORC to end its
repression and move toward democratic gov-
ernment has been a further decline in inves-
tor confidence in Burma and deeper stagna-
tion of the Burmese economy. Observers
agree that the Burmese economy appears to
be weakening further and the government
has a serious shortage of foreign exchange
reserves with which to pay for imports. While
Burma’s economic crisis is largely a result of
the SLORC’s own heavy-handed mismanage-
ment, the SLORC is unlikely to find a way
out of the crisis unless political developments
permit an easing of international pressure.
I shall continue to exercise the powers at my
disposal to deal with these problems and will
report periodically to the Congress on signifi-
cant developments.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey
Presentation Ceremony
November 24, 1998

Good morning. Chairman Gessell, Presi-
dent Proctor, Walt Gislason, and all the chil-
dren from the Greater Washington Boys and
Girls Clubs, welcome to all of you. I want
to thank you for joining us in the Rose Gar-
den for our annual Thanksgiving Day cele-
bration. I’d also like to thank the National
Turkey Federation again for donating this
year’s tom turkey to the White House.

And of course, I want to acknowledge our
special guest of honor, this good-looking tur-
key from the ‘‘Land of 10,000 Lakes,’’ Min-
nesota. Minnesota is the second largest tur-
key producing State in our Nation. They have
even more turkeys there than lakes. And I
must say, of all the years I’ve been here, this
is the most adventurous turkey we’ve ever
had. [Laughter] Just ask him your questions.
[Laughter] While the average turkey weighs
about 15 pounds, they tell me our friend here
weighs over 45 pounds.
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As all of you know, Thanksgiving is a
uniquely American holiday, dating back to
the Pilgrims and Plymouth, Massachusetts.
When the Pilgrims sat down for Thanksgiving
dinner in 1621, of course, they didn’t have
the usual trimmings: no potatoes, no stuffing,
no pumpkin pie. In fact, they didn’t even
have a turkey. They feasted on maize, squash,
and venison.

A lot has changed in the last three and
a half centuries in our country and not just
the Thanksgiving dinner menu. But every
year that I come here to do this ceremony,
it seems we have more to be thankful for
as Americans. Not only do we have turkey,
mashed potatoes, and pie, but for this turkey
and its owners, we have the Minnesota
Vikings and their great season this year.
[Laughter]

We’re also fortunate this Thanksgiving to
live in one of the most prosperous times in
our history, with unemployment at its lowest
level in 28 years, homeownership at its high-
est level ever. More Americans this Thanks-
giving will spend this holiday in their own
homes than ever before.

But we should never forget that there are
still people in our Nation who need our con-
cern and caring. The young people here
today are interested in making the most of
their own lives and in serving their own com-
munities. They remind us that Thanksgiving
is not simply a time for parades and a home-
cooked meal but a time together with our
friends, our families, our neighbors.

President Lincoln understood that when
he issued the first official Proclamation of
Thanksgiving during the Civil War. Although
the American people then were engaged in
a profound national struggle and, indeed, en-
gaged with the very survival of our Nation,
Mr. Lincoln reminded us that even in the
darkest times, we all have something to be
thankful for.

Therefore, I am honored to follow in the
footsteps of President Lincoln, and President
Truman who began this tradition 51 years
ago of keeping at least one turkey off the
Thanksgiving table. With this Presidential
pardon, our friend here will retire to the pet-
ting zoo in Fairfax County, Virginia, to live
out the remainder of his years surrounded

by friends, not peas and sweet potatoes.
[Laughter]

So let’s bring the turkey up here, and I
hope you all have a wonderful Thanksgiving.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:47 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Frank Gessell, chairman, and Stuart
Proctor, Jr., president, National Turkey Federa-
tion, and Mr. Gessell’s friend Walter Gislason,
charged with handling the turkey.

Remarks at a National Adoption
Month Reception
November 24, 1998

Thank you very much. I asked Charday if
she was happy about being here, and she
said, ‘‘Yes, but I’m a little nervous.’’ [Laugh-
ter] And I said, ‘‘Well, all these people are
your friends, just remember that.’’ And I
thought she did a terrific job. Don’t you think
she did? I think she did. [Applause]

Governor and Mrs. Edgar, Senator Levin,
Senator Landrieu, Congressman and Mrs.
Oberstar, Mayor Barry, thank you all for join-
ing us here today. I’d like to thank the pre-
vious participants on the program—Mayor-
elect Williams, for the power of your example
which speaks louder than our words. And
Mrs. Williams, we’re glad to have you here
today, and we wish you well in your new en-
deavors. Judge Hamilton, thank you for your
work and the power of your example. And,
Dave Thomas, he said some very nice things
up here about Hillary and me, but the truth
is that no other citizen in the United States
today or ever has done as much as a private
citizen to promote the cause of adoption as
Dave Thomas. And we are very grateful to
him. Thank you, sir.

I’d like to thank Secretary Shalala, the
longest serving, and notwithstanding her
voice today, the most effective Secretary of
Health and Human Services in our history.

I want to congratulate all the families who
are here today and thank them for coming.
And I hope Judge Hamilton is right; I hope
that the images of them that go across Amer-
ica today will inspire other parents to do the
same. I want to also congratulate the Adop-
tion 2002 award winners and thank them for
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