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May it bring warmth through faith and fel-
lowship. May it kindle a divine spark of peace
touching all the peoples and places of the
Holy Land. May it bring hope that after 50
years of building, security finally will come
to all the people of Israel. And may it bring
more than hope; may it ignite in each of you
the will and strength to bring these hopes
to reality.

All of you in this way can serve as candles
full of light. Let our descendants look back
at Israel at the turn of this new century and
say the words that every Jewish child knows
from the letters on the dreidel: A great mir-
acle happened here.

Happy Hanukkah.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 5:20
p.m. in the Foyer of Beit Hannassi. In his remarks,
he referred to President Weizman’s wife, Reuma;
and Moshe Metbabo, who lit the first candle in
the menorah.

Statement on Crime Rates

December 13, 1998

The preliminary crime data released by the
FBI today confirm that crime rates in Amer-
ica are continuing to decline for the seventh
straight year. During the first 6 months of
1998, serious crime fell by another 5 per-
cent—with large reductions in murder and
other violent crimes leading the way. If these
trends hold for the remainder of the year,
the number of murders will have been cut
by nearly one-third since Vice President
Gore and I took office. This is remarkable
progress, and it shows that our strategy of
more police, tougher gun laws, and better
crime prevention is making a difference. But
our work is far from done. In the coming
year, as we finish the job of putting 100,000
more police on the streets, we must continue
to do everything we can to make all of our
communities safer.

NOTE: This statement was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on December 12
but was embargoed for release until 6 p.m. on
December 13.

Statement on the Death
of Morris Udall
December 13, 1998

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of
the death of Representative Morris Udall.
Mo Udall was a leader whose uncommon
wisdom, wit, and dedication won the love of
his colleagues and the respect of all Ameri-
cans. It was my pleasure to award him the
Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian award
a President can bestow.

Mo Udall represented the people of Ari-
zona for more than three decades and guided
the Nation forward on issues ranging from
the reform of our election laws to improving
the Postal Service. As a Presidential can-
didate and a leader of our party, his was an
articulate voice reminding us of what our Na-
tion can achieve when we leave no one be-
hind. Above all, he was a devoted steward
of the land that God gave us and was respon-
sible for the preservation of some of our most
important wilderness areas. It is fitting that
the easternmost point of the United States,
in the Virgin Islands, and the westernmost
point, in Guam, are both named ‘‘Udall
Point.’’ The Sun will never set on the legacy
of Mo Udall.

Our thoughts and prayers go out to his
wife Norma, their six children and many
grandchildren, and the people of Arizona.

Remarks to the People of Israel
in Jerusalem
December 13, 1998

Thank you very much. Let me begin by
thanking the Prime Minister for his leader-
ship for peace and his leadership of Israel;
Mrs. Netanyahu, members of the Israeli
Government; to the distinguished American
delegation here. I want to say a special word
of appreciation to the young man who spoke
first, Ben Mayost. Didn’t he do a good job?
[Applause]

This is my third trip to Jerusalem as Presi-
dent, my third time in this magnificent hall,
and the young woman who was with me here
last time on the stage, Liad Modrik, is also
here. Thank you; I’m really glad to see you.
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I’d like to also thank this magnificent choir,
the Ankor Choir. Didn’t they do a good job?
They left, but they were great. I understand
we have students here from Jerusalem, Tel
Aviv, Haifa, Beer Sheva, Akko, and other cit-
ies. Welcome to you all.

We come here today to speak about the
future of Israel and the Middle East—your
future. Six weeks ago Prime Minister
Netanyahu came to the United States to seek
a new understanding with the Palestinian Au-
thority on the best way to achieve peace with
security. Today I come to Israel to fulfill a
pledge I made to the Prime Minister and to
Chairman Arafat at Wye River, to speak to
Israelis and Palestinians about the benefits
of peace, and to reaffirm America’s deter-
mination to stand with you as you take risks
for peace.

The United States will always stand with
Israel, always remember that only a strong
Israel can make peace. That is why we were,
after all, your partners in security before we
were partners for peace. Our commitment
to your security is ironclad. It will not ever
change.

The United States stood with Israel at the
birth of your nation, at your darkest hour in
1973, through the long battle against terror,
against Saddam Hussein’s Scuds in 1991.
And today, American marines and Patriot
missiles are here in Israel exercising with the
IDF. We have also stood with you as you
reached out to your neighbors, always rec-
ognizing that only Israelis can make final de-
cisions about your own future.

And as the Prime Minister said in his re-
marks about education for peace, we agree
that peace must begin with a genuine trans-
formation in attitudes. Despite all the dif-
ficulties, I believe that transformation has
begun. Palestinians are recognizing that re-
jection of Israel will not bring them freedom,
just as Israelis recognize that control over
Palestinians will not bring you security.

As a result, in just the last few years you
have achieved peace with Jordan, and the
Arab world has accepted the idea of peace
with Israel. The boycotts of the past are giv-
ing way to a future in which goods move
across frontiers while soldiers are able to stay
at home. The pursuit of peace has withstood

the gravest doubts. It has survived terrorist
bombs and assassins’ bullets.

Just a short while ago, this afternoon, Hil-
lary and I visited the gravesite of Prime Min-
ister Rabin with Mrs. Rabin, her daughter,
and granddaughter. He was killed by one
who hoped to kill the peace he worked so
hard to advance. But the Wye memorandum
is proof that peace is still alive, and it will
live as long as the parties believe in it and
work for it.

Of course, there have been setbacks, more
misunderstandings, more disagreements,
more provocations, more acts of violence.
You feel Palestinians should prove in word
and deed that their intentions have actually
changed, as you redeploy from land on which
tears and blood have been shed, and you are
right to feel that.

Palestinians feel you should acknowledge
they too have suffered and they, too, have
legitimate expectations that should be met
and, like Israel, internal political pressures
that must be overcome. And they are right,
too.

Because of all that has happened and the
mountain of memories that has not yet been
washed away, the road ahead will be hard.
Already, every step forward has been tem-
pered with pain. Each time the forces of rec-
onciliation on each side have reached out,
the forces of destruction have lashed out.
The leaders at Wye knew that. The people
of Israel know that.

Israel is full of good people today who do
not hate but who have experienced too much
sorrow and too much loss to embrace with
joy each new agreement the peace process
brings. As always, we must approach the task
ahead without illusions but not without hope,
for hope is not an illusion.

Every advance in human history, every vic-
tory for the human spirit, every victory in
your own individual lives begins with hope,
the capacity to imagine a better future, and
the conviction that it can be achieved. The
people of Israel, after all, have beaten the
most impossible odds, overcome the most
terrible evils on the way to the Promised
Land. The idea of the Promised Land kept
hope alive. In the remaining work to be done,
the idea of peace and security in the Prom-
ised Land must keep hope alive.
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For all you young people today, under all
the complexities and frustrations of this mo-
ment, there lies a simple question: What is
your vision for your future? There can be
only two ways to answer that question. You
could say that the only possible future for
Israel is one of permanent siege, in which
the ramparts hold and people stay alive, but
the nation remains preoccupied with its very
survival, subject to gnawing anxiety, limited
in future achievement by the absence of real
partnerships with your neighbors.

Perhaps you can live with that kind of fu-
ture, but you should not accept it unless you
are willing to say—and I will try to say prop-
erly—ein breira, there is no alternative. But
if you are not willing to say that, not willing
to give up on hope with no real gain in secu-
rity, you must say, yesh, breira, there is an
alternative.

If you are to build a future together, hard
realities cannot be ignored. Reconciliation
after all this trouble is not natural. The dif-
ferences among you are not trivial. There is
a history of heartbreak and loss. But the vio-
lent past and the difficult present do not have
to be repeated forever.

In the historical relationship between
Israelis and Palestinians, one thing and only
one thing is predestined: You are bound to
be neighbors. The question is not whether
you will live side by side, but how you will
live side by side.

Will both sides recognize there can be no
security for either until both have security;
that there will be no peace for either until
both have peace? Will both sides seize this
opportunity to build a future in which pre-
occupation with security, struggle, and sur-
vival can finally give way to a common com-
mitment to keep all our young minds strong
and unleash all your human potential?

Surely, the answer must be, yes. Israelis
and Palestinians can reach that conclusion
sooner, reducing the pain and violence they
endure, or they can wait until later—more
and more victims suffer more loss—and ulti-
mately, the conclusion must be the same.

Your leaders came to an agreement at Wye
because a majority of people on both sides
have already said, ‘‘Now is the time to
change.’’

I want to talk just a little bit about this
agreement at Wye. It does not, by itself, re-
solve the fundamental problems that divide
Israelis and Palestinians. It is a means to an
end, not the end itself. But it does restore
life to a process that was stalled for 18
months, and it will bring benefits that meet
the requirements of both sides if both sides
meet their obligations. Wye is an opportunity
for both that must not be lost. Let me try
to explain why.

Prime Minister Netanyahu went to Wye,
rightly determined to ensure that the security
of Israeli citizens is protected as the peace
process moves forward. He fought hard, not
to kill the peace but to make it real for all
those Israelis who only want to live normal
lives in their own country. And he succeeded
in obtaining a set of systematic Palestinian
security commitments and a structure for
carrying them out.

The Palestinian Authority agreed to a com-
prehensive and continuous battle against ter-
ror. It pledged to combat terrorist organiza-
tions, to crack down on unlicensed weapons,
to take action against incitement to terror.
U.S.-Palestinian committees will be set up
to review specific actions the Palestinians are
taking in each of these areas and to rec-
ommend further steps. We also will submit
to our Congress a $1.2 billion package to help
Israel meet its future security needs, includ-
ing those growing out of the redeployments
agreed to at Wye.

The agreement can benefit Israel in an-
other way. It offers the prospect of continu-
ing a process that is changing how most Pal-
estinians define their interests and their rela-
tionship with you. More and more, Palestin-
ians have begun to see that they have done
more to realize their aspirations in 5 years
of making peace than in 45 years of making
war. They are beginning to see that Israel’s
mortal enemies are, in fact, their enemies,
too, and that is in their interests to help to
defeat the forces of terror.

This transformation, however, is clearly
unfinished. It will not happen overnight.
There will be bumps in the road, and there
have been some already. The Palestinian
leaders must work harder to keep the agree-
ment and avoid the impression that unilateral
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actions can replace agreed-upon negotia-
tions. But it is vital that you, too, recognize
the validity of this agreement and work to
sustain it and all other aspects of the peace
process.

Tomorrow I go to Gaza to address the
members of the Palestinian National Council
and other Palestinian organizations. I will
witness the reaffirmation of their commit-
ment to forswear fully, finally, and forever,
all the provisions in their Charter that called
for the destruction of Israel.

I will also make it clear that with rights
come responsibilities, reminding people
there that violence never was and never can
be a legitimate tool, that it would be wrong
and utterly self-defeating to resume a strug-
gle that has taken Palestinians from one trag-
edy to another. I will ask the Palestinian lead-
ers to join me in reaffirming what the vast
majority of Muslims the world over believe,
that tolerance is an article of faith and terror-
ism a travesty of faith. And I will emphasize
that this conviction should echo from every
Palestinian schoolhouse and mosque and tel-
evision tower.

I will point out, of course, all the ways in
which this Wye agreement benefits Palestin-
ians: It provides for the transfer of more ter-
ritory, the redeployment of more Israeli
troops, safe passage between Gaza and the
West Bank, the opening of the airport in
Gaza, other initiatives to lift their economic
condition, and new commitments of inter-
national assistance to improve the lives of the
Palestinian people.

In doing these things, this agreement ben-
efits Israelis as well, for it is in Israel’s inter-
est to give the Palestinian economy space to
breathe and the Palestinian people a chance
to defeat the hopelessness that extremists ex-
ploit to unleash their terror. And it is surely
in Israel’s interest to deal with Palestinians
in a way that permits them to feel a sense
of dignity instead of despair.

The peace process will succeed if it comes
with a recognition that the fulfillment of one
side’s aspirations must come with—not at the
expense of—the fulfillment of the other
side’s dreams. It will succeed when we un-
derstand that it is not just about mutual obli-
gations but mutual interest, mutual recogni-
tion, mutual respect; when all agree there

is no sense in a tug-of-war over common
ground.

It will succeed when we all recognize, as
Prime Minister Netanyahu and Chairman
Arafat did at Wye, that ultimately this can
and must be a partnership between Israelis
and Palestinians. It will succeed if both sides
continue the work that Wye makes possible,
if they face the hard decisions ahead so that
the future continues to be shaped at the ne-
gotiating table, rather than by unilateral acts
or declarations.

We cannot, of course, expect everyone to
see that. There are still people in this region,
indeed in every region, who believe that their
unique cultures can thrive only behind walls
that keep out those who are different, even
if the price is mutual mistrust and hatred.
There are some who still talk openly about
the ‘‘threat’’ of peace because peacemaking
requires making contact with the other side,
recognizing the legitimacy of different faiths
and different points of view, and openness
to a world of competing ideas and values.

But I don’t think that’s the majority view
in the Middle East any longer. What once
was a conflict among mainstreams is evolving
into a mainstream seeking peace. We must
not let the conflict invade the mainstream
of Israel or of the Palestinians or of any other
group in this region again.

I believe you can not only imagine, you
young people, but actually shape the kind of
partnership that will give you the future you
want. I think you can do it while protecting
Israel’s fundamental interests. To anyone
who thinks that is impossible, I would ask
you this: How many people thought Israel
was possible when your grandparents were
just people searching for a land? Who would
have imagined the marvel Israel has become?

For decades, you lived in a neighborhood
which rejected you. Yet, you not only sur-
vived and thrived but held fast to the tradi-
tions of tolerance and openness upon which
this nation was founded. You were forced to
become warriors, yet you never lost the thirst
to make peace. You turned weakness into
strength, and along the way, you built a part-
nership with the United States that is endur-
ing and unassailable.

Now Israel enters its second half-century.
You have nourished an ancient culture. You
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have built from the desert a modern nation.
You stand on the edge of a new century pre-
pared to make the very most of it. You have
given your children a chance to grow up and
learn who they are, not just from stories of
wandering and martyrdom but from the
happy memories of people living good lives
in a natural way. You have proven again and
again that you are powerful enough to defeat
those who would destroy you but strong and
wise enough to make peace with those who
are ready to accept you. You have given us
every reason to believe that you can build
a future on hope that is different from the
past.

This morning the Prime Minister and Mrs.
Netanyahu and Hillary and I had breakfast
together, and he said something to me I’d
like to repeat to you to make this point to
all of you young people. He said: You know,
there are three great ancient civilizations in
the world—the Chinese civilization, the In-
dian civilization, and the Jewish civilization—
all going back 4,000 years or more. The Chi-
nese are 1.2 billion people; the Indians are
nearly a billion people. To be sure, they have
suffered invasion, loss in war; in the Indian
case, colonization. But they have always had
their land, and they have grown.

There are 12 million Jews in the world,
driven from their homeland, subject to Holo-
caust, subject to centuries of prejudice. And
yet, here you are. Here you are. If you can
do this after 4,000 years, you can make this
peace. Believe me, you can do this.

Years ago, before the foundation of Israel,
Golda Meir said of her people, and I quote,
‘‘We only want that which is given naturally
to all people of the world, to be masters of
our own fate, only our fate, not the destiny
of others; to live as a right and not on suffer-
ance; to have the chance to bring the surviv-
ing Jewish children, of whom not so many
are left in the world now, to this country,
so that they may grow up like our youngsters
who were born here, free of fear with heads
high.’’

This hope that all of us can live a life of
dignity when respecting the dignity of others
is part of the heritage of values Israel shares
with the United States. On this, the first day
of Hanukkah, may this hope be the candle
that lights Israel’s path into the new century,

into a century of peace and security, with
America always at your side.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:38 p.m. in the
Ussishkin Hall at the Jerusalem Convention Cen-
ter. In this remarks, he referred to Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel and his wife, Sarah;
Ben Mayost, chair, National Student Council;
Liad Modrik, student council representative, Tel
Aviv Center for the Performing Arts, during the
President’s March 1996 visit to Israel; Chairman
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority; Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein of Iraq; and Leah Rabin,
widow of assassinated Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin, her daughter, Dalia Rabin Filosof,
and her granddaughter, Noa Ben Artzi.

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by
Prime Minister Netanyahu in
Jerusalem
December 13, 1998

Thank you very much. Mr. Prime Minister,
Mrs. Netanyahu, leaders and citizens of
Israel, my fellow Americans. Let me begin
by thanking the Prime Minister, his family,
and his administration for the warm welcome
accorded to me and Hillary and Chelsea and
our entire group. This is, as I have said many
times today, my fourth visit to Israel since
I became President. Perhaps that fact alone
says something about the unique relationship
between our two nations.

Last spring I walked out onto the South
Lawn at the White House to lead my fellow
Americans in our celebration of your 50th
birthday as a nation. And as I did that, I
thought about how that great old house,
where every President since our second
President has lived for almost 200 years now,
and how for the last 50 years it has been
and now will forever be linked to Israel’s des-
tiny.

It was in the White House that Harry Tru-
man recognized the State of Israel only 11
minutes after you had declared your inde-
pendence. And, I might add, he did so over
the objection of some of his most senior ad-
visers. It was in the White House a year later
that President Truman wept when Israel’s
Chief Rabbi told him, ‘‘God put you in your
mother’s womb so you would be the instru-
ment to bring the rebirth of Israel after 2,000
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