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NOTE: The President spoke at 9:16 p.m. at the
Jerusalem Hilton. In his remarks, he referred to
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s wife, Sarah.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With Chairman Yasser
Arafat of the Palestinian Authority
in Gaza City, Gaza
December 14, 1998

Impeachment
Q. Mr. President, you say you haven’t

committed perjury. Can you say, sir, that you
lied, as some people believe would help?

President Clinton. Sam [Sam Donaldson,
ABC News], I’ve said what I have to say
about that. Now, I’m here furthering Ameri-
ca’s interests, trying to make peace in the
Middle East, to keep this peace process on
track. I think it’s important. I will say what
I’ve said before: I don’t believe it’s in the
interest of the United States or the American
people to go through this impeachment proc-
ess with a trial in the Senate. That’s why I
have offered to make every effort to make
any reasonable compromise with the Con-
gress. I still believe that, and I’m still willing
to do that. That’s all I know to do. Mean-
while, I’m going to keep working on my job.

Q. Do you think it’s appropriate for the
Republican leadership to call for your res-
ignation while you are over here, overseas?

Q. President Clinton, how do you feel
being in Gaza?

President Clinton. The boundaries of
what’s appropriate have been changed rather
dramatically in the last several months, I
think; you know, they’ll have to be the judge
of their own conduct. I’m just going to do
my job as President.

President’s Visit to Gaza
Q. President Clinton, how do you feel

being in Gaza for the first time? And is there
going to be a withdrawal on Friday?

President Clinton. Well, I want to talk
to Chairman Arafat about all these issues re-
lated to the Wye agreement. But I’m de-
lighted to be in Gaza for the first time. I’m
delighted to be the first President to come
on Palestinian territory. And I was very
pleased to be at the dedication of the airport

today. One of the important achievements of
the Wye River agreement was the commit-
ment to get this airport open and going, and
I’m very, very pleased. It’s quite beautiful.
And I was pleased to be there, and I’m very
glad to be here in Chairman Arafat’s head-
quarters, with his team. And we’ll talk about
all the other issues.

Q. And the withdrawal?
President Clinton. I’ll have more to say

about that later.

Implementation of the Wye Agreement
Q. Mr. President—[inaudible]—to be

time—[inaudible]—on the implementation
of the Wye agreement, as Israel has said to
be asking?

President Clinton. Well, I would hope
that we would continue to implement the
Wye agreement on both sides. I would hope
both sides would continue to implement
every part of it. And I think it’s important
that both sides implement every part of it
in good faith.

Keep in mind, Wye is not the end of this
process. It’s simply a means to an end. We
also have to get the final status talks going
and then get into them in earnest. But these
confidence-building measures, which will en-
able the Palestinians not only to have an air-
port but to have more freedom of movement,
more land, and more economic opportunity,
and enable the Israelis to have a greater as-
surance of security cooperation, I think
they’re very important to the success of final
status talks. So I’m committed to this agree-
ment, and I hope that it will be implemented
in a timely and aggressive manner by both
sides.

Chairman Arafat. We consider the visit
of President Clinton as a historic event for
the Palestinian people and for the people in
the Middle East. And we are grateful for his
visit, and he honored us with this visit today.

We should never forget that under Presi-
dent Clinton’s sponsorship, we signed a num-
ber of peace agreements at the White House.
And through President Clinton, peace will
prevail in the Middle East. And this is some-
thing that will not be forgotten by the Pal-
estinian people or the Israeli people or the
people in the Middle East. And once again,
it is a great honor, and we are really proud

VerDate 21-DEC-98 09:38 Dec 23, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00015 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P51DE4.015 TXED02 PsN: TXED02



2486 Dec. 14 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

to have President Clinton among us here and
among the Palestinian people.

I was hoping that logistically we would
have been able to have a motorcade, because
people are lined up waiting to greet Presi-
dent Clinton on both sides of the road. And
I believe perhaps you took a glimpse of the
people, flying in the chopper over Gaza,
standing on both sides hoping that the motor-
cade would come by—from the airport, from
the airport. [Laughter]

President Clinton. I would like to say just
one other thing. There are two historic ele-
ments to this day. One is the opportunity that
I have been given simply to come here and
to have this meeting and to be a part of the
airport dedication. The other is the truly his-
toric meeting that the Chairman has con-
vened of the PNC, the PCC, and the other
Palestinian groups, and the opportunity that
the Palestinian people, through their elected
representatives, will have to make it clear and
unequivocal that they are choosing the path
of peace and partnership with Israel, and that
we hope—I think all of us hope—that this
will lead to a changing of hearts and minds
throughout this region among all parties, so
that it will be easier for everyone to imple-
ment the difficult commitments they have
made at Wye and will have to make to get
the final status talks completed.

This is a truly significant thing, and I, for
one, very much appreciate it. It was a part
of the Wye River agreements; it showed a
lot of courage on Chairman Arafat’s part; and
I was delighted to be invited here. And so
I just want to say how much I personally ap-
preciate this and how much I think it will
mean over the long run to the prospects for
a successful peace agreement.

NOTE: The exchange began at 12 noon in Chair-
man Arafat’s office. In his remarks, the President
referred to the Palestine National Council (PNC)
and the Palestinian Central Council (PCC). A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of this exchange.

Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by
Chairman Arafat in Gaza City
December 14, 1998

Chairman Arafat, Mrs. Arafat, distin-
guished leaders of the Palestinian commu-
nity, colleagues, and friends: On behalf of my
family and our entire delegation, we thank
you for your warm and truly memorable wel-
come.

Mr. Chairman, as I promised you at Wye
River, I have come to Gaza to speak about
the benefits of peace based on mutual re-
spect. I know that the circumstances you’ve
faced since 1993 and the signing of the peace
have remained difficult, but there are reasons
for hope. For the first time in the history
of the Palestinian movement, the Palestinian
people and their elected representatives now
have a chance to determine their own destiny
on their own land.

I am proud to be the first American Presi-
dent to stand with the Palestinian people
here as you shape your future. I want to em-
phasize that that future is possible because
of the commitment you have made to live
in peace and mutual respect with your neigh-
bors, side by side.

All this would have been hard to imagine
in the darkest years of struggle, when most
people expected the Middle East would al-
ways be a separate set of armed camps.
Sometimes it takes more courage and more
strength to make peace than it does to con-
tinue war. I thank Chairman Arafat for hav-
ing the strength, the courage, and the wis-
dom to make peace and then to persevere
on the path of peace.

I thank the Chairman and, indeed, all Pal-
estinians who embrace the idea that Palestin-
ians and Israelis can share the land of their
fathers together. I thank you for believing
that the land which gave the world Islam and
Judaism and Christianity can be the home
of all people who love one God and respect
every life our one God has created.

America wants you to succeed, and we will
help you to create the society you deserve,
a society based on respect for human rights,
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