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NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint declaration.

Joint United States-European Union
Statement on Chapter IV New
Transatlantic Agenda Dialogues
December 18, 1998

The United States and European Union
affirm their commitment to the process of
strengthening and broadening public support
on both sides of the Atlantic for the U.S.-
EU partnership by fostering ‘‘people-to-peo-
ple’’ transatlantic links between non-govern-
mental actors. We applaud the steps taken
during the Austrian EU Presidency to further
the process of building bridges across the At-
lantic, in particular, the establishment of the
Transatlantic Consumer Dialogue and the
on-going and constructive input we receive
from the Transatlantic Business Dialogue.
We have given encouragement to the Trans-
atlantic Labor Dialogue to develop further
its program of work. Building on work that
began this year, we look forward to the for-
mal launching of a Transatlantic Environ-
mental Dialogue early next year. We wel-
come contacts that are taking place between
development NGOs with a view to the possi-
bility of establishing a Transatlantic Develop-
ment Dialogue.

We look forward to these dialogues provid-
ing recommendations to us on an ongoing
basis on issues of mutual concern, as they
have done for today’s Summit. We welcome
input from these dialogues as well as other
sectors of society to help shape our agenda.

We will work with all of the transatlantic
dialogues to ensure that lines of communica-
tion to government are balanced and open.
We will work with the dialogues to help en-
sure their sustainability. This process will re-
quire resources and support from outside of
government, and we will encourage the de-
velopment of links with the private sector,
including foundations. We reaffirm our com-
mitment to support initiatives to deepen the
commercial, social, cultural, scientific and
educational ties between our respective soci-
eties. We recognize that there is much that
our transatlantic communities can learn from
one another.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

December 12
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton traveled to Tel Aviv, Israel, arriving
in the evening.

December 13
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton had breakfast with Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel and his wife,
Sarah, in the Presidential Suite at the Jerusa-
lem Hilton Hotel. Later, the President greet-
ed U.S. Cabinet members and Members of
Congress in the Aqua Restaurant at the hotel.

Later, the President met with Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu in the Cabinet Room at Mr.
Netanyahu’s office complex.

In the afternoon, the President and Hillary
Clinton visited the grave of assassinated
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin at Mount
Herzl in Jerusalem.

Later, the President met with President
Ezer Weizman of Israel in the Jerusalem
Room at Beit Hanassi.

December 14
In the morning, the President and Hillary

Clinton traveled to Gaza City, Gaza. Upon
their arrival, they toured the main terminal
of Gaza International Airport with Chairman
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority and
his wife, Shua.

In the afternoon, the President met with
Chairman Arafat in the Cabinet Room at Mr.
Arafat’s office complex.

In the early evening, the President re-
turned to Jerusalem, Israel.

December 15
In the morning, the President traveled to

Bethlehem. Later, the President and Hillary
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