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they will have a dramatic impact on improv-
ing the quality of the existing teacher corps.
So I hope we will have support for that.

And if we do these things, in addition to
the other proposals, I think that we will be
doing our part to ensure that we’ll have the
kind of schools our children need and our
country needs, in the 21st century, because
it all starts with a teacher like Mr. Moore.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:30 p.m. in the
Presidential Hall (formerly Room 450) of the Old
Executive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Sgt. Arthur Moore, USA (Ret.), teacher,
Harlem Park Community School, who introduced
the President.

Excerpt From an Interview With
Judith Miller and William Broad of
the New York Times
January 21, 1999

Senator Dale Bumpers’ Senate
Impeachment Trial Presentation

Q. We’re about to go. Did you have a
chance to watch any of Senator Bumpers’
presentation today?

The President. I did. It’s the only thing
I’ve watched. I watched that.

Q. He said—he criticized the House man-
agers for lacking compassion for your family.
He described your family as a family that has
been ‘‘about as decimated as a family can
get. The relationship between husband and
wife, father and child, has been incredibly
strained if not destroyed.’’ Is that an accurate
representation?

The President. Well, it’s been—I would
say it has been a strain for my family. But
we have worked very hard, and I think we
have come through the worst. We love each
other very much, and we’ve worked on it very
hard. But I think he was showing—you know,
he knows me and Hillary and Chelsea, and
we’ve all been friends, as he said, for 25
years. I think he was just trying to inject a
human element into what he was saying.

NOTE: The interview began an approximately 6:30
p.m. in the Oval Office at the White House on
January 21 and was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 22. A tape was

not available for verification of the content of this
interview.

Remarks at the National Academy of
Science
January 22, 1999

Thank you very much. Jamie, Dr.
Lederberg, I’d like to thank you for your
service in this and so many other ways. I
would like to thank Sandy Berger for many
things, including indulging my nagging on
this subject for the better part of 6 years now.

I was so relieved that Dr. Lederberg, not
very long ago—well, last year—brought a dis-
tinguished panel of experts together to dis-
cuss this bioterrorism threat, because I then
had experts to cite for my concern and no-
body thought I was just reading too many
novels late at night. [Laughter]

Madame Attorney General, Secretary
Shalala, Secretary Richardson, Director Witt,
Deputy Secretary Hamre, Commandant of
the Coast Guard and our other military lead-
ers who are here, Mr. Clarke, ladies and gen-
tlemen. I’m delighted to be here to discuss
this subject. With some trepidation, Sandy
Berger noted that Dr. Lederberg won a
Nobel Prize at 33, and I was Governor; you
can infer from that that I was not very good
at chemistry and biology. [Laughter]

But any democracy is imbued with the re-
sponsibility of ordinary citizens who do not
have extraordinary expertise to meet the
challenges of each new age. And that is what
we are all trying to do. Our country has al-
ways met the challenges of those who would
do us harm. At the heart of our national de-
fense I have always believed is our attempt
to live by our values, democracy, freedom,
equal opportunity. We are working hard to
fulfill these values at home. And we are work-
ing with nations around the world to advance
them, to build a new era of interdependence
where nations work together, not simply for
peace and security but also for better schools
and health care, broader prosperity, a cleaner
environment, and a greater involvement by
citizens everywhere in shaping their own fu-
ture.

In the struggle to defend our people and
values and to advance them wherever pos-
sible, we confront threats both old and new:
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