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in the press about was there missile coopera-
tion with Iran or not, and does that violate
our understanding, and does that call for
some action vis-a-vis Russia? And part of the
problem is, just keeping up with this pro-
liferation of companies and people that used
to have some connection to the Soviet State,
some connection to the defense apparatus.

It’s not a simple process, and it’s not a per-
fect process, but I am absolutely convinced
that this threat reduction initiative we’ve got
can kind of intensify our efforts to work with
them, as well as to really implement the
Chemical Weapons Treaty, and get some
teeth in the Biological Weapons Convention.
That’s very, very important. I think that is
the best strategy. It may not be perfect, but
it is better than the alternative.

Response to an Attack
Q. What do you do if the nightmare comes

to pass, and some country hits us, hits us
hard, with a biological weapon? What kind
of response would you do?

The President. Well, first of all, if some
country were thinking about doing that, I
would certainly hope that they wouldn’t have
the capacity to do it before we could stop
them or interrupt them, if it was a—that is,
if you’re talking about somebody lobbing a
missile over here or something like that.

I think if it happened, it would be an act
of war, and there would be a very strong re-
sponse. But I think we’ve demonstrated that.
But I think the far more likely thing is some-
body representing some interest—maybe it
could be a rogue state; maybe it could be
a terrorist network—walking around a city
with a briefcase full of vials or in spray cans,
you know.

So what we have to do—any country with
any sense, if they wanted to attack us, would
try to do it through a terrorist network, be-
cause if they did it with a missile we’d know
who did it, and then they’d be sunk. It would
be—that’s a deal where they’re bound to
lose. Big time.

Q. Would you respond with nuclear weap-
ons to a biological attack?

The President. Well, I never discuss the
nuclear issue. I don’t think that’s appropriate.
But I think that we would have at least a
proportionate, if not a disproportionate, re-

sponse if someone committed an act of war
against the United States. That’s what we
would do. And if somebody willfully mur-
dered a lot of our civilians, there would be
a very heavy price to pay.

Senator Dale Bumpers’ Senate
Impeachment Trial Presentation

Q. Mr. President, you have time for one
more——

Q. We’re about to go. Did you have a
chance to watch any of Senator Bumpers’
presentation today?

The President. I did. It’s the only thing
I’ve watched. I watched that.

Q. He said—he criticized the House man-
agers for lacking compassion for your family.
He described your family as a family that has
been ‘‘about as decimated as a family can
get. The relationship between husband and
wife, father and child, has been incredibly
strained if not destroyed.’’ Is that an accurate
representation?

The President. Well, it’s been—I would
say it has been a strain for my family. But
we have worked very hard, and I think we
have come through the worst. We love each
other very much, and we’ve worked on it very
hard. But I think he was showing—you know,
he knows me and Hillary and Chelsea, and
we’ve all been friends, as he said, for 25
years. I think he was just trying to inject a
human element into what he was saying.

NOTE: The interview began at approximately 6:30
p.m. in the Oval Office at the White House on
January 21 and was released by the Office of the
Press Secretary on January 23. In his remarks, the
President referred to Usama bin Ladin, who alleg-
edly sponsored bombing attacks on the U.S. Em-
bassies in Kenya and Tanzania on August 7, 1998.
He also referred to weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) and chemical and biological weapons
(CBW). A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

The President’s Radio Address
January 23, 1999

Good morning. Last Tuesday night, in my
State of the Union Address, I was honored
to report to the American people that our
families, our communities, and our country
are stronger, healthier, and more prosperous
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than ever. But I warned that we cannot let
the hum of our prosperity lull us into compla-
cency. Instead, we must use this moment of
promise to meet the long-term challenges we
face as a nation, to meet our historic respon-
sibility to the 21st century.

Over the last 6 years, our hard-won fiscal
discipline has given us the chance to meet
those long-term challenges. Six years ago our
budget deficit was $290 billion. Last year we
had a budget surplus of $70 billion. We ex-
pect another one a little larger than that this
year, and we’re on course for budget sur-
pluses for the next 25 years.

So now we face a new choice: what to do
with the surplus. I believe we should use it
to plan and save for retirement, to strengthen
the readiness of our military, to get our chil-
dren ready for the 21st century. Very simply,
I believe we should use the first surplus in
three decades and the projected ones in the
future to meet America’s great challenges.
Above all, that means saving Social Security
and Medicare.

We all know that the baby boom will soon
become a senior boom. The number of sen-
iors will double by 2030; average life expect-
ancy is rising rapidly, and that means rising
costs for Social Security and Medicare.

I propose to keep Social Security strong
for 55 years by committing 60 percent of the
surplus for the next 15 years and investing
a small portion in the private sector just as
any private or State pension would do. We
should make further tough choices to put So-
cial Security on a sound footing for the next
75 years, to lift the limits on what seniors
on Social Security can earn, and to provide
support to reduce the poverty rate among
elderly women—which is twice the poverty
rate among seniors as a whole. We can do
that with a good bipartisan effort.

Once we’ve accomplished this, I propose
we use one of every six dollars of the surplus
over the next 15 years to double the life of
the Medicare Trust Fund. Then I believe we
should dedicate $500 billion of the surplus
to give working families tax relief for retire-
ment savings, by creating new Universal Sav-
ings Accounts—USA accounts—to help all
Americans build a nest egg for their retire-
ment.

Under my plan, families will receive a tax
credit to contribute to their USA account and
an additional tax credit to match a portion
of their savings—with a choice in how they
invest the funds—and more help for those
who will have the hardest time saving.

Let me give you an example of how USA
accounts could work. With the help of USA
account tax credits, working people who save
and invest wisely from the time they enter
the work force until the time they retire
could have more than $100,000 in their USA
account, and a more secure retirement.
That’s the kind of tax relief America needs.
By providing this new tax credit for retire-
ment savings, we can make it possible for
all Americans to have a stake in the remark-
able economic growth they have worked so
hard to create.

Social Security first, then saving Medicare
and giving tax relief to help all Americans
save in the new USA accounts, investing in
defense and education: that’s the right way
to use America’s surplus. If we squander the
surplus, we’ll waste a once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity to build a stronger nation for our
children and our grandchildren. Instead, let’s
work together to prepare our Nation for the
great challenges and opportunities of the 21st
century.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3 p.m. on
January 22 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 23.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 22 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast.

Remarks to the Community in Little
Rock, Arkansas
January 24, 1999

Thank you very much, James Lee. Ladies
and gentlemen, let me thank you for coming
out today. I want to thank Governor
Huckabee for his response to this terrible,
terrible tornado—and Mrs. Huckabee—I
thank them for joining us on this walking tour
today and welcoming me back to the Gov-
ernor’s Mansion. It’s still—it’s very beautiful
inside, and it’s had a little radical surgery in
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