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Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on a Western
Hemisphere Drug Alliance

February 23, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to provide the attached re-

port on a Western Hemisphere Drug Alli-
ance in accordance with the provisions of
section 2807 of the ‘‘Foreign Affairs Reform
and Restructuring Act of 1998.’’ This report
underscores the Administration’s commit-
ment to enhancing multilateral counter-
narcotics cooperation in the region.

Strengthening international narcotics con-
trol is one of my Administration’s top foreign
policy priorities. Because of the transnational
nature of the Western Hemisphere drug traf-
ficking threat, we have made enhanced mul-
tilateral cooperation a central feature of our
regional drug control strategy. Our counter-
narcotics diplomacy, foreign assistance, and
operations have focused increasingly on mak-
ing this objective a reality.

We are succeeding. Thanks to U.S. leader-
ship in the Summit of the Americas, the Or-
ganization of American States, and other re-
gional fora, the countries of the Western
Hemisphere are taking the drug threat more
seriously and responding more aggressively.
South American cocaine organizations that
were once regarded as among the largest and
most violent crime syndicates in the world
have been dismantled, and the level of coca
cultivation is now plummeting as fast as it
was once sky-rocketing. We are also currently
working through the Organization of Amer-
ican States to create a counternarcotics mul-
tilateral evaluation mechanism in the hemi-
sphere. These examples reflect fundamental
narcotics control progress that was nearly un-
imaginable a few years ago.

While much remains to be done, I am con-
fident that the Administration and the Con-
gress, working together, can bolster coopera-
tion in the hemisphere, accelerate this
progress, and significantly diminish the drug
threat to the American people. I look forward

to your continued support and cooperation
in this critical area.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
February 23, 1999.

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony
for President Jerry John Rawlings of
Ghana
February 24, 1999

President and Mrs. Rawlings, distin-
guished members of the Ghanaian delega-
tion, my fellow Americans. Mr. President,
Hillary and I are delighted to welcome you
and Mrs. Rawlings to the United States.
Nearly a year ago, your country gave us a
greeting I will always remember. On that
great day, it was over 100 degrees fahr-
enheit—[laughter]—and we had a half mil-
lion people in Independence Square in
Accra. We thought we should arrange a simi-
lar meeting here today. [Laughter]

Actually, for the South Grounds of the
White House, we have a large crowd of peo-
ple, young and old, from all parts of America,
including a significant number of people
whose roots are in your country. And in our
hearts, our welcome is warm. In Independ-
ence Square, before the largest crowd I had
ever addressed, I learned the meaning of
akwaaba, your word for ‘‘welcome.’’ It was
also written on billboards and on posters, and
unforgettably written in the faces of all the
Ghanaian people we saw. Mr. President,
Mrs. Rawlings, it gives me great pleasure to
say to you this morning, akwaaba. Welcome
to the United States.

Our trip to Ghana marked an important
step forward for Africa and the United States,
symbolizing a new beginning for both of us,
a partnership built on mutual respect and
mutual benefit. On our part, it signaled to
the world our respect for Africa’s achieve-
ments and aspirations after centuries of colo-
nialism and decades of cold war. On Africa’s
part, it signaled your readiness to work with
us to forge a better future of open societies
and shared responsibilities.
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