
416 Mar. 12 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

And so to my family and friends I say,
thank you for love and loyalty and the lessons
of a lifetime; thank you for being there for
me through this whole wonderful ride. To
these young people I say, dream your dreams
and know that you can best fulfill them if
your neighbors get to live their dreams, too.

Because of these gifts I can say with even
greater conviction what I said to America
back in 1992, I still believe in a place called
Hope.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:30 p.m. in front
of his birthplace home. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor Dennis Ramsey of Hope; Hempstead
County Judge Wallace Martin; Joe Purvis, chair-
man, and Beckie Moore, executive director, Clin-
ton Birthplace Foundation; State Treasurer
Jimmie Lou Fisher; State Attorney General Mark
L. Pryor; State Auditor Gus Wingfield; Commis-
sioner of State Lands Charlie Daniels; Roger Clin-
ton and his wife, Molly, and their son, Tyler;
former Special Envoy to the Americas Thomas
F. (Mack) McLarty and his wife, Donna; and ar-
chitects Brent Thompson and Stan Jackson.

Message on the Observance of Saint
Patrick’s Day, 1999
March 12, 1999

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating
Saint Patrick’s Day. Each year on this special
day dedicated to Ireland’s patron saint, I am
proud to join millions of Americans in re-
membering our Irish heritage. We remember
with pride our ancestors who stood on Ire-
land’s western shores, yearning for the prom-
ise of America. Fleeing famine and injustice,
they longed for a new world of opportunities.
Millions of these courageous men and
women set sail from Ireland to seek the
promise of America. They gave to their new
homeland their strength and spirit, sinew and
determination, eloquence and wit. In return,
America offered them the opportunity for a
better life, the chance to rise above poverty
and discrimination, and a future where they
could live out their dreams.

The Irish who came to America endured
many hardships, but they prospered and
helped to build our country with innumer-
able physical and intellectual contributions.
Irish Americans seized the opportunity of

freedom that America promised. They gave
us Presidents and patriots, judges and jour-
nalists, social reformers, peacekeepers, art-
ists, labor leaders, and educators. From their
grand literary tradition to their deep religious
faith, Irish Americans and their descendants
have enriched every facet of American his-
tory. But this celebration is a time to look
to the future as well as to the past. Today
as we pay tribute to Saint Patrick and his
example of faith and determination, we re-
joice that the faith and determination of the
Irish people have brought about the promise
of peace in Northern Ireland and the resolve
to approach differences not with weapons,
but with words. Americans are a vital part
of the process in Northern Ireland by virtue
of our shared heritage and shared goal of last-
ing peace and a better future for all God’s
children. By lending our hearts, minds, and
prayers to the work of peace, we can best
fulfill our obligation to the generations of
Irish men and women who have given so
much to our Nation’s life and history.

Best wishes to all for a wonderful celebra-
tion.

Bill Clinton

NOTE: A original was not available for verification
of the content of this message.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

March 8
In the morning, the President traveled to

Managua, Nicaragua, and later, he traveled
to Posoltega, Nicaragua.

In the afternoon, the President toured the
area damaged by mudslides and participated
in a plaque dedication ceremony in memory
of the victims.

Later, the President traveled to San Sal-
vador, El Salvador.
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