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You know, decentralization—you have all
these little companies coming up, fitting cer-
tain niches in the market, all these specialty
magazines, everything—and you see it all
over the world. That’s the good news. The
bad news is, decentralization when you see
the ethnic fights in the Balkans, or people
unable to get along. They want to be apart.

The American idea, modernized for the
21st century, is that out of many, one. E
pluribus unum. Believe me, the Founding
Fathers never had a clue what they were talk-
ing about. They could never have—I don’t
mean that in a pejorative way. They weren’t
thinking about the Fairfax County school sys-
tem in Virginia, right across the river from
me, that has children from 180 different ra-
cial and ethnic groups, speaking 100 different
native languages. They never—they didn’t
have a clue about that. That’s not what they
were thinking about. You had to be a white
male property-owner to vote when they start-
ed. But they had the right idea. And we’ve
been struggling for over 200 years, now, to
cram the new facts and our new perceptions
and our true values, into that idea.

And so that’s the last thing I want to say
to you. I think that—if somebody asked me
why I was a Democrat now, in 1999, I would
say, because I really believe everybody who’s
responsible enough to work for it ought to
have the opportunity to live out his or her
dreams, and because I really believe in the
idea of community, of belonging, of mutual
responsibility. I do not believe that my life
or my child’s life will be as good as it would
otherwise be, unless everybody else has a
chance to fulfill themselves.

I believe we can do more together than
we can apart. I like the fact that we all look
different from each other, but I think what
we have in common is more important than
even all the interesting things that we have
that are different about us.

And believe me, the big threat the world
faces today is the marriage of modern, inte-
grating technologies, with the negative, dis-
integrating forces of people with primitive
notions that their lives only matter when
they’ve got somebody they can look down on,
somebody they can put their foot down on
their neck on, somebody they can—lift them-
selves up by pushing somebody else down,

whether it’s in Northern Ireland, the Middle
East, Bosnia, the tribal wars in Africa, or you
name it.

You plug all that negative stuff into access
to how to make missiles, how to make chem-
ical weapons, how to make biological weap-
ons, how to jam records, computer records
and banks, or powerplants, or all these sort
of—you know, what may seem like fictional
scenarios. That is the threat our children will
face, the combination of primitive disintegra-
tion with modern, integrating technology.

And we, America, we have to say, ‘‘Hey,
the people that started us were right.’’ We
have—out of many, we must be one. And
we’ve got to be willing to carry our load in
the world. And today, I can tell you that the
Democratic Party, by far, is more likely to
bring that kind of approach to the world, and
home to every American community. And in
the end it counts more than everything else.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:27 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to Jo-
seph J. Andrew, national chair, Beth Dozoretz,
national finance chair, and former Gov. Roy
Romer of Colorado, general chair, Democratic
National Committee; Tom and Chris Downey,
dinner hosts; and William Titelman, executive vice
president, managed care and government affairs,
Rite Aid Corp.

Memorandum on Delegation of
Authority
March 23, 1999

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Delegation of Authority Under
Section 577 of the Foreign Operations,
Export Financing, and Related Programs
Appropriations Act, 1999 (as enacted in
Public Law 105–277)

By virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, including section 301 of
title 3 of the United States Code, I hereby
delegate the functions and authorities con-
ferred upon the President by section 577 of
the Foreign Operations, Export Financing,
and Related Programs Appropriations Act,
1999 (as enacted in Public Law 105–277) to
the Secretary of State, who is authorized to
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redelegate these functions and authorities
consistent with applicable law. This delega-
tion shall apply to the enterprise funds estab-
lished by the Support for East European De-
mocracy (SEED) Act of 1989, Public Law
101–179, as amended, and the FREEDOM
Support Act, Public Law 102–511, as amend-
ed. The functions and authorities under sec-
tion 577 shall be exercised in consultation
with the Assistant to the President for Na-
tional Security Affairs and the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Any reference in this memorandum to the
provision of any Act shall be deemed to in-
clude references to any hereafter-enacted
provision of law that is the same or substan-
tially the same as such provision.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., March 26, 1999]

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 24, and it was
published in the Federal Register on March 29.

Remarks on the Unveiling of a
Portrait of Commerce Secretary
Ronald H. Brown
March 24, 1999

Thank you very much. Let me, first of all,
say I thought Secretary Daley did a remark-
able job today, and he was the funniest I have
ever heard him—[laughter]—which means
either that the Commerce Department has
been very good for him, or he has found an
extraordinary speechwriter. [Laughter] If it
is the former, I thank you. If it is the latter,
I would like that person dispatched to the
White House this afternoon. [Laughter]

I want to thank Congressman Ford and
Mr. Mayor and all of our Cabinet for being
here. And Mickey, Heidi, thank you for being
here—members of the Brown family. This
is both a happy and a bittersweet day. We
are now in the springtime, even though
Washington is not quite behaving like it yet.
Soon the dogwood that we planted on the
back of the White House lawn will be bloom-
ing for Ron again. And now this portrait will

be here forever, to remind us all of his service
and his spirit. Mr. Polson, I think you did
a terrific job, and I congratulate you. We love
it.

If Ron Brown were here, I know exactly
what he’d say. He’d say, ‘‘Well, you did well.
I’m dressed well’’—[laughter]—‘‘and I look
very strong. But you could have made me
a little thinner.’’ [Laughter]

And I’d just like to just take a minute to
remind all of you about the spirit. Secretary
Daley was kind enough to say that I have
tried to elevate the Commerce Department.
I think that is true, but I would like to just
say a word about it as it relates to Ron Brown.

After the election of 1992, when we were
putting together our economic team and I
had been listening rather carefully to what
others had said and what I had seen about
previous administrations and how they ran
their economic policy, it seemed to me that,
by and large, previous administrations had
lodged the making of economic policy too
much either in Treasury or the White House,
or both, and had sort of overlooked the inte-
gral role of Commerce and our Trade Am-
bassador, on a daily basis, to the development
of our long-term economic well-being.

Same thing could be said of other depart-
ments, the Agriculture Department, the En-
ergy Department—how they were needed to
make a joint economic policy. And so we put
together this National Economic Council to
integrate all the Departments. And then we
decided to elevate the economic role, par-
ticularly of the Commerce Department, and
to try to bring the Trade Ambassador into
the daily work of the economic life of the
administration, not just when there was some
big trade negotiation going on.

And I think the evidence is, it worked pret-
ty well. But it worked pretty well in no small
measure because Ron Brown was here and
Mickey Kantor was our Trade Ambassador
and because Ron Brown believed me when
I told him that I thought the Commerce De-
partment had been grossly underutilized, at
least in recent history, in terms of building
the economic potential of America, within
our country and beyond our borders. So he
bought the big idea, and then he sold the
big idea.
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