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Proclamation 7188—National
Science and Technology Week, 1999
April 23, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The American experience is deeply rooted

in the desire to expand our frontiers and in-
crease our knowledge about ourselves and
our world. We stand at the end of a century
marked by wondrous advances in science and
technology—advances that have immeas-
urably improved the lives of our citizens. As
recently as 100 years ago, space travel, ge-
netic engineering, and telecommunications
existed only in the realms of imagination and
science fiction. Today, the nascent Inter-
national Space Station, the nearly complete
Human Genome Project, and the flourishing
Internet attest to the great strides our civili-
zation and our Nation have made. The scope
and speed of our discoveries are truly breath-
taking, and each day new applications of
science and technology enrich our lives in
fields as diverse as medicine, communica-
tions, engineering, and the arts.

Recognizing the importance of maintain-
ing America’s scientific and technological
leadership, my Administration is seeking in-
creased funding in areas like biomedical re-
search and in earth and space sciences. My
fiscal year 2000 budget also proposes a 28
percent increase in information technology
research to finance a new initiative—Infor-
mation Technology for the Twenty-First
Century (IT2). This initiative will support
long-term information technology research
that will lead to fundamental advances in
communications and improvements in com-
puting.

During National Science and Technology
Week, in communities large and small, engi-
neers, scientists, educators, business people,
and community leaders will lead observances
to help their fellow citizens appreciate the
world’s scientific and technological wonders.
I encourage all Americans—and especially
our young people—to participate in the
many educational activities taking place
across our Nation. The more we understand
and appreciate the extraordinary tools that

science and technology place at our finger-
tips, the more we can accomplish in our ef-
forts to create a cleaner environment,
healthier families, better schools, and a
brighter future. The only limit on our
achievements is our imagination.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 25 to May
1, 1999, as National Science and Technology
Week. I call upon educators and students,
the business community, and all the people
of the United States to work this week and
throughout the year to learn more about the
contributions science and technology make
to our lives and our future.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-third day of April, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 27, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 28.

Remarks at the NATO 50th
Anniversary Summit Dinner
April 23, 1999

Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to the
White House and, again let me say, welcome
to Washington and to the NATO Summit.

Some of you know that I am quite a fan
of music. And I found a little-known bit of
history related to the founding of NATO 50
years ago. When the original North Atlantic
Treaty was signed, the United States Marine
Band, which was in the auditorium playing
for us today, was in the auditorium then,
playing a group of songs from George
Gershwin’s famous opera, ‘‘Porgy and Bess.’’
The two songs they played were, ‘‘I Got Plen-
ty of Nothing,’’ and ‘‘It Ain’t Necessarily So.’’
Well, I think after 50 years we can still appre-
ciate Gershwin, but the songs were poorly
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