
773

Week Ending Friday, May 7, 1999

Proclamation 7189—Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month, 1999
April 30, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Seeking America’s bright promise of free-

dom and fairness, millions of men and
women of Asian and Pacific descent have im-
migrated to our Nation through the past 2
centuries to participate in our great experi-
ment in democracy. Although they left be-
hind their native lands and many of their
loved ones, they carried in their hearts a rich
and ancient history and a proud heritage.

Throughout the decades, the principles
and cherished traditions of Asian and Pacific
Americans have infused our way of life, and
their diligence and determination have
helped build and sustain our Nation. Asian
immigrants and indigenous U.S. Pacific Is-
landers have made contributions to every
facet of American life. Yet all too often, Asian
immigrants and Pacific Islanders had to en-
dure discrimination as our society struggled
with its growing diversity. Overcoming preju-
dice and other hardships, these determined
men and women have strengthened our soci-
ety, our economy, and our national character
in the process.

Asian and Pacific Americans today con-
tinue to make substantial contributions to our
country and our culture, and this year’s
theme, ‘‘Celebrating Our Legacy,’’ calls on
us to recognize our common human spirit.
Scientists and researchers like David Ho un-
tangle the mysteries of human biology; astro-
nauts like Kalpana Chawla explore the heav-
ens; human rights activists like Dith Pran in-
spire us with their courage and conviction;
athletes like Michele Kwan dazzle us with
their grace and endurance; and inspiring
leaders like Daniel Inouye and Bill Lann Lee
fight for justice and equality for all our peo-

ple. These sons and daughters of Vietnam,
India, China, Korea, Japan, Cambodia, Fiji,
the Philippines, Thailand, and many other
nations, as well as the islands of Guam,
American Samoa, and Hawaii, have enriched
every aspect of our society with their talents,
intellect, and determination.

While our Nation has made enormous
strides on the path to full equality and inclu-
sion, our work is far from finished. My Ad-
ministration has strived to empower the
Asian and Pacific American community by
working to strengthen our economy, enforce
our civil rights laws, invest in health and edu-
cation, and promote racial reconciliation.
Thanks in part to our economic initiatives,
the median household income for Asian and
Pacific Americans has significantly increased
since 1993, while the poverty rate has de-
clined by more than 8 percent. We have
launched a new initiative to end racial and
ethnic health disparities, and we established
the first-ever Office of Minority Health Re-
search and Alternative Medicine at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. Working to renew
our commitment to excellence in education,
my Administration also has secured a 35 per-
cent increase in funding for bilingual and im-
migrant education.

To honor the accomplishments of Asian
and Pacific Americans and to recognize their
many contributions to our Nation, the Con-
gress, by Public Law 102–450, has designated
the month of May as ‘‘Asian/Pacific American
Heritage Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 1999 as Asian/Pa-
cific American Heritage Month. I call upon
the people of the United States to observe
this occasion with appropriate programs,
ceremonies, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
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United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8.45 a.m., May 4, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 5. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Proclamation 7190—Older
Americans Month, 1999
April 30, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As we look forward to the 21st century,

we honor the millions of older Americans
whose contributions have strengthened and
sustained our Nation throughout the 20th
century. These special citizens have led us
through times of conflict, depression, peace,
and prosperity and have witnessed firsthand
the milestones that have defined this era as
the ‘‘American Century.’’ This month, as we
salute their achievements, let us also renew
our commitment to preserve for older Amer-
icans a quality of life that will help them look
ahead to the future with peace of mind.

In recent decades, extraordinary advances
in science, technology, and medicine, as well
as our increased awareness of the importance
of good nutrition and physical fitness, have
enabled Americans to live longer, healthier
lives. Over the course of the past 100 years,
the average American’s life-span has length-
ened by nearly three decades, with the per-
centage of older Americans in our population
more than tripling. By the year 2030, one
in five Americans will be aged 65 or older.

As we enter the new millennium with a
strong economy and the first budget sur-
pluses since the 1960s, we have a historic
opportunity to embrace the challenges and
possibilities of a society where men and
women will lead longer, more active, more
productive lives. My Administration is work-
ing to make the most of this opportunity by
proposing to set aside more than 75 percent

of any budget surplus over the next 15 years
to protect Social Security and Medicare; and
we will also work to increase our investment
in the scientific and medical research and de-
velopment programs that will continue to
lengthen and improve the lives of Americans
in the years to come. We must continue to
support older Americans—as well as their
caregivers and those who provide critical
home and community-based services—
through a strong, reauthorized Older Ameri-
cans Act; and we must work to ensure that
long-term care needs are met now and in
the future.

The theme of this year’s celebration,
‘‘Honor the Past, Imagine the Future: To-
wards a Society for all Ages,’’ reminds us of
the profound debt of gratitude we owe to
the generations of older Americans whose
hard work, courage, faith, sacrifice, and patri-
otism helped to make this Nation great.
Through turmoil and triumph, these Ameri-
cans not only have defended our funda-
mental values of liberty, justice, and equality,
but they also have handed down to younger
generations the enduring traditions of com-
munity, family, and love of country that bind
our society together.

Long life is a gift we must cherish and a
wonderful opportunity and responsibility for
which we must prepare. I urge all Americans
to take time during this month to reaffirm
our commitment, as individuals and as a Na-
tion, to meet the challenges of an aging soci-
ety. Working together, we can improve the
lives of our older citizens, their families, and
their caregivers and strive to ensure that all
Americans enjoy healthy, financially secure,
and productive lives.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 1999 as
Older Americans Month. I urge Government
officials, business people, community lead-
ers, educators, volunteers, and all the other
people of the United States to celebrate the
contributions older Americans have made
throughout their lives to the progress of our
Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
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