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Day. I urge all Americans to recognize the
heritage of American freedom, to honor the
memory of those who have served and sac-
rificed in defense of that freedom, and to
express our loyalty to our Nation through ap-
propriate patriotic programs, ceremonies,
and activities. I also call upon Government
officials to display the flag of the United
States in support of this national observance.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 4, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 5. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
International Travel by Executive
Branch Agencies
April 30, 1999

Dear lllll:
I am transmitting the following informa-

tion on international travel in accordance
with provisions of section 2505(g) of the For-
eign Relations Authorization Act, FYs 1998
and 1999, as included in Public Law 105–
277, the Omnibus Consolidated and Emer-
gency Supplemental Appropriations Act,
1999.

The estimated total obligations for inter-
national travel by executive branch agencies
in FY 1998 were $311,261,371. This number
excludes obligations for civilian/military relo-
cation expenses due to a permanent change
of work station and the deployment of mili-
tary units. Of that amount, the Department
of State accounted for $112,000,000 or 36
percent. Additionally, the Departments of
Agriculture, Commerce, Defense, Health
and Human Services, Justice, and the Treas-
ury, as well as the U.S. Information Agency
and the Agency for International Develop-

ment all reported obligations close to or in
excess of $10,000,000. In total, these eight
agencies account for 51 percent of obliga-
tions for international travel during FY 1998.
The estimated total number of individuals
who traveled was 57,142.

The details of this report are set forth in
the enclosed letter from the Director of the
Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to C.W. Bill
Young, chairman, and David R. Obey, ranking
member, House Committee on Appropriations;
Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, and Sam Gejden-
son, ranking member, House Committee on
International Relations; Jesse Helms, chairman,
and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., ranking member, Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations; and Ted Ste-
vens, chairman, and Robert C. Byrd, ranking
member, Senate Committee on Appropriations.
This item was not received in time for publication
in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at the Friends of Art and
Preservation in Embassies Dinner
April 30, 1999

Well, let me say to all of you, first, wel-
come. I want to thank Jo Carole Lauder,
Robin Chandler Duke, Ann Gund, everyone
else who has worked on this program.

You know, I look forward to this every
year. This is a night when I can appreciate
what is constant about our embassies, rather
than what is changing in our relationships
with the countries involved. [Laughter] And
I must say that tonight is especially impor-
tant. I want to welcome the artists, those who
have made such generous gifts. Any number
of representatives of the governments of
other nations are here tonight, and we wel-
come them, as well. I want to say a special
word of thank you to Joel Shapiro for helping
to make our new Embassy in Ottawa a show-
case of the best in American art.

The Arts in Embassies program is quite
a success all around the world. And as you
might imagine, Hillary and I, because we
have had the opportunity and the responsi-
bility to travel quite a lot, have seen more
of the fruits of your labors than almost any
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