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of the Agency for International Develop-
ment, making it more effective while tena-
ciously defending its mission and its inde-
pendence. He has helped put the fight
against poverty, civil strife, and disease in the
developing world at the heart of our foreign
policy, where it belongs, and where I am con-
fident it will stay. When I asked him last
month to lead America’s effort to bring aid
to the refugees escaping Kosovo, I knew we
would be getting the very best. That is what
America gets every time Brian Atwood goes
to work.

In his statement today, he said that Wash-
ington owes us nothing but the ‘‘opportunity
to serve.’’ I believe we owe Brian Atwood
something more: our gratitude for contin-
ually making a difference in the lives of mil-
lions of people around the world.

I thank him for his many contributions and
for his willingness to stay on as our AID Ad-
ministrator, where he is doing an outstanding
job as our Kosovo humanitarian coordinator.
And I am confident he will have many oppor-
tunities to serve our Nation again.

Statement on Senate Action on
Legislation Requiring Child
Safety Locks for Guns

May 18, 1999

I want to commend the Senate for revers-
ing its position of last year and voting over-
whelmingly today to require that child safety
locks be provided with every gun sold. This
was a courageous, commonsense vote that
will help prevent tragic shootings and gun-
related accidents in the future.

I also want to thank Speaker Hastert for
agreeing that we should close the gun show
loophole and raise the age of handgun own-
ership from 18 to 21. The Senate should like-
wise put progress over politics and give its
strong backing to these reasonable measures
to keep guns out of the hands of children
and criminals. I urge Senator Lott to let the
Senate keep working on the juvenile crime
bill and give every Senator the chance to vote
on these commonsense provisions.

Statement on the Cease-Fire
Agreement in Sierra Leone
May 18, 1999

I welcome the signing of a cease-fire
agreement today in Lome, Togo, by Presi-
dent Kabbah of Sierra Leone and the leader
of the Revolutionary United Front rebels,
Foday Sankoh. I want to express my appre-
ciation to my Special Envoy for the Pro-
motion of Democracy in Africa, the Rev.
Jesse Jackson, the Economic Community of
West African States, and to the U.N. for
helping to bring about this agreement which
marks an important first step towards peace.

The conflict in Sierra Leone has killed tens
of thousands of people—6,000 in the first
month of this year alone. Half a million men,
women, and children have become refugees,
and one-fifth of Sierra Leone’s population
has been uprooted.

With the continued commitment and en-
gagement of both parties, the cease-fire and
the confidence-building measures outlined in
the agreement today can pave the way for
the negotiation of a durable peace agree-
ment. I welcome the agreement as a step
toward providing for guaranteed safe and
unhindered access by humanitarian agencies
to all people in need, and hope that the world
might soon witness an end to the needless
suffering of Sierra Leone’s people.

I urge all parties to implement the agree-
ment in good faith.

Memorandum on Assistance for
Kosovar Refugees
May 18, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 99–23

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended

Pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as
amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de-
termine that it is important to the national
interest that up to $15 million be made avail-
able from the U.S. Emergency Refugee and
Migration Assistance Fund to meet urgent
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and unexpected humanitarian requirements
associated with the Kosovo crisis.

These funds will be used to meet the ur-
gent and unexpected needs of refugees, dis-
placed persons, victims of conflict, and other
persons at risk due to the Kosovo crisis.
These funds may be used, as appropriate, to
provide contributions to governmental, inter-
national, and nongovernmental organiza-
tions. As necessary, funds will also support
requirements associated with the U.S. pro-
gram to provide refuge in the United States
for up to 20,000 Kosovar refugees, and for
administrative expenses of the Bureau of
Population, Refugees, and Migration.

You are authorized and directed to inform
the appropriate committees of the Congress
of this determination and the use of funds
under this authority, and to arrange for the
publication of this determination in the Fed-
eral Register.

William J. Clinton

Memorandum on the Korean Energy
Development Organization
May 18, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 99–24

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: U.S. Contribution to KEDO:
Certification Under Section 582(c) of the
Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 1999,
as enacted in Public Law 105–277

Pursuant to section 582(c) of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and Related
Programs Appropriations Act, 1999, as en-
acted in Public Law 105–277, I hereby certify
that:

(1) the United States has initiated mean-
ingful discussions with North Korea on
implementation of the Joint Declaration
on the Denuclearization of the Korean
Peninsula;

(2) the United States has reached agree-
ment with North Korea on the means
for satisfying U.S. concerns regarding
suspect underground construction; and

(3) the United States is making significant
progress on reducing and eliminating

the North Korean ballistic missile
threat, including its ballistic missile ex-
ports.

You are authorized and directed to report
this certification to the Congress and to ar-
range for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister.

William J. Clinton

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With
Respect to Burma
May 18, 1999

On May 20, 1997, I issued Executive
Order 13047, effective at 12:01 a.m., eastern
daylight time on May 21, 1997, certifying to
the Congress under section 570(b) of the
Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and
Related Programs Appropriations Act, 1997
(Public Law 104–208), that the Government
of Burma has committed large-scale repres-
sion of the democratic opposition in Burma
after September 30, 1996, thereby invoking
the prohibition on new investment in Burma
by United States persons, contained in that
section. I also declared a national emergency
to deal with the threat posed to the national
security and foreign policy of the United
States by the actions and policies of the Gov-
ernment of Burma, invoking the authority,
inter alia, of the International Emergency
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–
1706).

The national emergency declared on May
20, 1997, must continue beyond May 20,
1999, because the Government of Burma
continues its policies of committing large-
scale repression of the democratic opposition
in Burma. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing the na-
tional emergency with respect to Burma.
This notice shall be published in the Federal
Register and transmitted to the Congress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 18, 1999.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:08 p.m., May 18, 1999]
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NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on May 19.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Notice of
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to Burma
May 18, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to Burma
is to continue in effect beyond May 20, 1999.

As long as the Government of Burma con-
tinues its policies of committing large-scale
repression of the democratic opposition in
Burma, this situation continues to pose an
unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the
United States. For this reason, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to maintain in force
these emergency authorities beyond May 20,
1999.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 18, 1999.

Remarks on Departure for
New York City
May 19, 1999

Reauthorization of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act

Good morning. I’m delighted to be joined
this morning by the Secretary of Education
and by my Domestic Policy Adviser, Bruce
Reed, to discuss the very important issue of
our children’s schools.

In my State of the Union Address this year,
I said that in order to meet our responsibility
to create 21st century schools for all our chil-

dren, we have to do a far, far better job of
spending the $15 billion in Federal aid we
send to our schools every year.

Building these kinds of schools has been
a passion for me, for the Vice President, for
Secretary Riley, for our entire administra-
tion. We have worked with Members of Con-
gress and education leaders, people in every
State of the country, for over 6 years now.
We have supported higher standards, better
teachers, new technology, modern facilities,
innovations like charter schools, character
education, school uniforms.

But we know fundamentally that if we are
going to change the way our schools work,
we must change the way we invest Federal
aid in our schools.

On the way down here, just down the walk,
the Secretary of Education said we have been
working very hard to promote school stand-
ards around the country; now we have to get
the standards actually into the schools. This
week I am sending legislation to Congress
designed to do just that.

First, this legislation strengthens account-
ability for results. It says that States and
school districts that choose to accept Federal
aid must take responsibility for turning
around failing schools, or shutting them
down. It says they must give parents report
cards not just on their children but on the
children’s schools. It says school districts
must have strong discipline codes that are
fair, consistent, and focused on prevention.
It says they must make sure that teachers
actually know the subjects they are teaching.
It says they must stop the practice of social
promotion, not by holding students back but
by making sure they have the support to meet
the higher standards.

This legislation triples funding for after-
school and summer school programs, pro-
vides for smaller classes, and requires other
early interventions that lift students up.

Second, this legislation will put more high-
ly trained teachers in our Nation’s schools.
It requires that all new teachers pass subject
matter and skills tests, that all teachers be
given the support they need to improve their
knowledge and skills. It allows Congress to
finish the job we started last fall of hiring
100,000 new, highly trained teachers to re-
duce class size in the early grades.
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