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provide the security and confidence the refu-
gees need to return and get on with their
lives. To be credible and effective, KFOR
will have NATO at the core.

Given the new circumstances, including
the enormous humanitarian crisis caused by
Mr. Milosevic, KFOR will need to be larger
than we originally foresaw. We expect the
American contribution to increase propor-
tionately but our European Allies will still
provide the vast bulk of the force. We also
hope that Russia and other non-NATO coun-
tries will participate.

The headquarters and leading elements of
KFOR are already in the region, where they
are helping to relieve the refugee crisis.
NATO’s military authorities will now work
with allied countries to determine what addi-
tional forces will be required so that the Alli-
ance is ready when the time comes for the
refugees to return. Make no mistake, that
time will come, in accordance with the condi-
tions we have repeatedly laid out.

NOTE: In his statement, the President referred
to President Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro).

Executive Order 13122—
Interagency Task Force on the
Economic Development of the
Southwest Border
May 25, 1999

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
provide a more rapid and integrated Federal
response to the economic development chal-
lenges of the Southwest Border region, it is
hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. Establishment of an Inter-
agency Task Force on the Economic Develop-
ment of the Southwest Border. (a) There is
established the ‘‘Interagency Task Force on
the Economic Development of the South-
west Border’’ (Task Force) that reports to the
Vice President, as Chair of the President’s
Community Empowerment Board (PCEB),
and to the Assistant to the President for Eco-
nomic Policy, as Vice Chair of the PCEB.

(b) The Task Force shall comprise the Sec-
retary of State, Secretary of Agriculture, Sec-

retary of Commerce, Secretary of Defense,
the Attorney General, Secretary of the Inte-
rior, Secretary of Education, Secretary of
Health and Human Services, Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development, Secretary
of Energy, Secretary of Labor, Secretary of
Transportation, Secretary of the Treasury,
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget, Director of National Drug Control
Policy, Administrator of General Services,
Administrator of the Small Business Admin-
istration, Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency, or their designees, and
such other senior executive branch officials
as may be determined by the Co-Chairs of
the Task Force. The Secretaries of the Treas-
ury, Agriculture, and Labor shall Co-Chair
the Task Force, rotating annually. The agen-
cy chairing the Task Force will provide ad-
ministrative support for the Task Force.

(c) The purpose of the Task Force is to
coordinate and better leverage existing Ad-
ministration efforts for the Southwest Bor-
der, in concert with locally led efforts, in
order to increase the living standards and the
overall economic profile of the Southwest
Border so that it may achieve the average
of the Nation. Specifically, the Task Force
shall:

(1) analyze the existing programs and poli-
cies of Task Force members that relate to
the Southwest Border to determine what
changes, modifications, and innovations
should be considered;

(2) consider statistical and data analysis, re-
search, and policy studies related to the
Southwest Border;

(3) develop and recommend short-term
and long-term options for promoting sustain-
able economic development;

(4) consult and coordinate activities with
State, tribal, and local governments, commu-
nity leaders, Members of Congress, the pri-
vate sector, and other interested parties, pay-
ing particular attention to maintaining exist-
ing authorities of the States, tribes, and local
governments, and preserving their existing
working relationships with other agencies, or-
ganizations, or individuals;

(5) coordinate and collaborate on research
and demonstration priorities of Task Force
members agencies related to the Southwest
Border;
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(6) integrate Administration initiatives and
programs into the design of sustainable eco-
nomic development actions for the South-
west Border; and

(7) focus initial efforts on pilot commu-
nities for implementing a coordinated and
expedited Federal response to local eco-
nomic development and other needs.

(d) The Task Force shall issue an interim
report to the Vice President by November
15, 1999. The Task Force shall issue its first
annual report to the Vice President by April
15, 2000, with subsequent reports to follow
yearly and a final report on April 15, 2002.
The reports shall describe the actions taken
by, and progress of, each member of the Task
Force in carrying out this order. The Task
Force shall terminate 30 days after submit-
ting its final report unless a Task Force con-
sensus recommends continuation of activi-
ties.

Sec. 2. Specific Activities by Task Force
Members and Other Agencies. The agencies
represented on the Task Force shall work to-
gether and report their actions and progress
in carrying out this order to the Task Force
Chair 1 month before the reports are due
to the Vice President under section 1(d) of
this order.

Sec. 3. Cooperation. All efforts taken by
agencies under sections 1 and 2 of this order
shall, as appropriate, further partnerships
and cooperation with organizations that rep-
resent the Southwest Border and with State
and local governments.

Sec. 4. (a) ‘‘Agency’’ means an executive
agency as defined in 5 U.S.C. 105.

(b) The ‘‘Southwest Border’’ or ‘‘South-
west Border region’’ is defined as including
the areas up to 150 miles north of the United
States-Mexican border in the States of Ari-
zona, New Mexico, Texas, and California.

Sec. 5. Judicial Review. This order does
not create any right or benefit, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law by a party
against the United States, its agencies, its of-
ficers, or any person.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 25, 1999.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 27, 1999]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on May 28.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Reporting on Airstrikes Against the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(Serbia and Montenegro)

May 25, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On March 26, 1999, I reported that I had

directed U.S. forces to commence military
air strikes as part of NATO’s operations
against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
(FRY) in response to the FRY Government’s
continued campaign of violence and repres-
sion against the civilian population of Kosovo.
Each day we receive new reports of FRY se-
curity forces committing atrocities and forc-
ing civilians from their homes. Currently
there are more than 725,000 displaced
Kosovars in Albania, Macedonia, and Monte-
negro, and hundreds of thousands of inter-
nally displaced persons within Kosovo.

At their recent Summit in Washington,
NATO Heads of State and Government
made clear that the Alliance will not allow
this campaign of terror to succeed. Until such
time as Belgrade meets NATO’s conditions,
the allies intend to continue—and inten-
sify—air operations against the Yugoslav war
machine. As part of intensifying NATO’s op-
erations, and in response to a request by
SACEUR, I have directed deployment of ad-
ditional aircraft and forces to support
NATO’s ongoing efforts, including several
thousand additional U.S. Armed Forces per-
sonnel to Albania in support of the deep
strike task force located there. I am also di-
recting that additional U.S. forces be de-
ployed to the region to assist in humanitarian
operations.

As I mentioned in my April 7 letter, it is
not possible to predict how long these oper-
ations will last. The duration of the deploy-
ments depends upon the course of events in
Kosovo, and specifically, on Belgrade’s ac-
ceptance of the conditions set forth by the
United States and its allies.
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