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of the Learning First Alliance, joined by the
Departments of Education, Justice, and
Health and Human Services. This fall the
Vice President and Tipper will kick off the
first training session, which will be transmit-
ted via satellite to more than 1,000 commu-
nities around our Nation.

We’re all very grateful to EchoStar, a sat-
ellite company based in Littleton, Colorado,
and its partner, Future View, for helping
make this possible by donating satellite
dishes to 1,000 school districts, and 40 hours
of free time. I want to ask businesses and
broadcasters all around our country to follow
EchoStar’s lead and donate their time, exper-
tise, and equipment to help ensure that every
school district in America can participate in
this important training program.

Now I want to introduce two of the people
who are showing this kind of leadership: the
president of the NEA, Bob Chase; and Bill
Vanderpoel, the vice president of EchoStar.
I’d like to ask them to come up and talk a
little bit about what they’re going to do. Let’s
give them a big hand. [Applause]

[At this point, Robert F. Chase, president,
National Education Association, and William
Vanderpoel, vice president for business devel-
opment, EchoStar Communications Corp.,
made brief remarks.]

The President. Thank you both very
much. Now, I’d like to ask Tipper to come
up one more time so we can all tell her how
grateful we are, and let me say this. You
probably saw a little bit by the way she posi-
tioned Al on time and she positioned Hillary
on time, I think I’m going to start calling
her ‘‘Sarge’’ behind her back. [Laughter] She
has driven us all. We’ve been on time; we’ve
been at the place we were supposed to be;
we say what we were supposed to say; we
finished on time. So she not only has great
sensitivity; she has phenomenal organizing
ability, and we’re very grateful for her. Thank
you. [Applause]

Now, I’d like to ask Hillary and the Vice
President to come over, too. [Applause]
Thank you all very much. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
2 p.m. in the Blackburn Auditorium at Howard
University. In his remarks, he referred to the fol-
lowing conference participants: Mike Wallace, co-

editor of the CBS news program ‘‘60 Minutes’’
and a clinical depression sufferer; schizophrenia
sufferer John Wong; anorexia nervosa sufferer
Jennifer Gates; Robin Kitchell, whose son suffers
from bipolar disorder, attention deficit disorder,
and learning disabilities; Dr. Wayne Burton,
M.D., first vice president/corporate medical direc-
tor, Bank One Corp.; Dr. Steven E. Hyman,
M.D., Director, National Institute of Mental
Health; and Dr. Harold S. Koplewicz, M.D.,
founder and director, New York University Child
Study Center. The transcript made available by
the Office of the press Secretary also included
the remarks of Tipper Gore, Vice President Al
Gore, Dr. Burton, the First Lady, Dr. Hyman,
and Dr. Koplewicz. A portion of these remarks
could not be verified because the tape was incom-
plete.

Executive Order 13125—Increasing
Participation of Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders in Federal
Programs
June 7, 1999

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, including the Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. App.), and in order to improve the
quality of life of Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders through increased participation in
Federal programs where they may be under-
served (e.g., health, human services, edu-
cation, housing, labor, transportation, and
economic and community development), it
is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. (a) There is established in the
Department of Health and Human Services
the President’s Advisory Commission on
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (Com-
mission). The Commission shall consist of
not more than 15 members appointed by the
President, one of which shall be designated
by the President as Chair. The Commission
shall include members who: (i) have a history
of involvement with the Asian American and
Pacific Islander communities; (ii) are from
the fields of health, human services, edu-
cation, housing, labor, transportation, eco-
nomic and community development, civil
rights, and the business community; (iii) are
from civic associations representing one or
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more of the diverse Asian American and Pa-
cific Islander communities; and (iv) have
such other experience as the President
deems appropriate.

(b) The Secretary of the Department of
Health and Human Services (Secretary) shall
appoint an Executive Director for the Com-
mission.

Sec. 2. The Commission shall provide ad-
vice to the President, through the Secretary,
on: (a) the development, monitoring, and co-
ordination of Federal efforts to improve the
quality of life of Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders through increased participation in
Federal programs where such persons may
be underserved and the collection of data re-
lated to Asian American and Pacific Islander
populations and sub-populations; (b) ways to
increase public-sector, private-sector, and
community involvement in improving the
health and well-being of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders; and (c) ways to foster
research and data on Asian Americans and
Pacific Islanders, including research and data
on public health.

Sec. 3. The Department of Health and
Human Services shall establish the White
House Initiative on Asian Americans and Pa-
cific Islanders (Initiative), an interagency
working group (working group) whose mem-
bers shall be appointed by their respective
agencies. The Executive Director of the
Commission shall also serve as the Director
of the Initiative, and shall report to the Sec-
retary or the Secretary’s designee. The work-
ing group shall include both career and non-
career civil service staff and commissioned
officers of the Public Health Service with ex-
pertise in health, human services, education,
housing, labor, transportation, economic and
community development, and other relevant
issues. The working groups shall advise the
Secretary on the implementation and coordi-
nation of Federal programs as they relate to
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders across
executive departments and agencies.

Sec. 4. The head of each executive depart-
ment and each agency designated by the Sec-
retary shall appoint a senior Federal official
responsible for management or program ad-
ministration to report directly to the agency
head on activity under this Executive order,
and to serve as a liaison to the Initiative. The

Secretary also may designated additional
Federal Government officials, with the
agreement of the relevant agency head, to
carry out the functions of the Initiative. To
the extent permitted by law and to the extent
practicable, each executive department and
designated agency shall provide any appro-
priate information requested by the working
group, including data relating to the eligi-
bility for and participation of Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders in Federal pro-
grams. Where adequate data are not avail-
able, the Initiative shall suggest the means
of collecting such data.

Sec. 5. Each executive department and
designated agency (collectively, the ‘‘agen-
cy’’) shall prepare a plan for, and shall docu-
ment, its efforts to improve the quality of
life of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
through increased participation in Federal
programs where Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders may be underserved. This plan
shall address, among other things, Federal
efforts to: (a) improve the quality of life for
Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders
through increased participation in Federal
programs where they may be underserved
and the collection of data related to Asian
American and Pacific Islander populations
and sub-populations; (b) increase public-sec-
tor, private-sector, and community involve-
ment in improving the health and well-being
of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders; and
(c) foster research and data on Asian Ameri-
cans and Pacific Islanders, including research
and data on public health. Each agency’s plan
shall provide appropriate measurable objec-
tives and, after the first year, shall assess that
agency’s performance on the goals set in the
previous year’s plan. Each plan shall be sub-
mitted at a date to be established by the Sec-
retary.

Sec. 6. The Secretary shall review the
agency plans and develop for submission to
the President an integrated Federal plan
(Federal Plan) to improve the quality of life
of Asian American and Pacific Islanders
through increased participation in Federal
programs where such persons may be under-
served. Actions described in the Federal Plan
shall address improving access by Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders to Federal
programs and fostering advances in relevant
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