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struggle for liberty, were imprisoned for their
beliefs and activism, and now have emerged
in freedom’s sunlight as the Presidents of
their nations: Kim Dae-jung of South Korea;
Vàclav Havel of the Czech Republic, Nelson
Mandela of South Africa. Today, with free-
dom at last shining brightly in Hungary, I
have the great honor and pleasure to wel-
come President Arpad Goncz, our friend, our
partner, our ally.

Let me begin with a few words about our
common enterprise in Kosovo. For 77 days
we have been working to achieve a simple
set of objectives there: the return of refugees
with safety and self-government; the with-
drawal of all Serbian forces; the deployment
of an international security force with NATO
at its core. Last Thursday Serb authorities
accepted a peace plan that embodies those
conditions. Today in Bonn, we took another
important step forward—the G–8 countries
now have agreed to language of a United Na-
tions Security Council resolution that will
help us to realize these basic goals: peace
with security for the people of Kosovo and
stability for the region as a whole.

The key now, as it has been from the be-
ginning of this process, is implementation.
A verifiable withdrawal of Serb forces will
allow us to suspend the bombing and go for-
ward with the plan. NATO is determined to
bring the Kosovars home, to do so as an alli-
ance acting together, and in a way that ulti-
mately can strengthen the relationship be-
tween Russia and the West.

Our great writer E.L. Doctorow once said,
‘‘The devastating history of 20th century Eu-
rope, which you and I might study in a book
or look at as tourists, is housed in the being
of Arpad Goncz.’’ In World War II he fought
in resistance and was wounded by Nazi fire.
In 1956 he rose with fellow citizens against
Stalinist oppression. And after Soviet tanks
crushed the uprising, he was sentenced to
life in prison.

Released after 6 years, he became a trans-
lator, bringing Western ideals to Hungary,
and through his own plays and stories, chal-
lenged Hungarians to think about the nature
of tyranny and the meaning of freedom. After
NATO’s resolve and the courage of central
Europeans helped to bring down the Iron

Curtain, the Hungarian people chose this
great man to lead them.

Now, Hungary is one of the fastest growing
economies in Europe, with America its larg-
est foreign investor. Hungary has acted to
protect the rights of its own minority groups
and worked for the rights of ethnic Hungar-
ians in other nations. Hungary has stood with
the United States as a NATO Ally against
ethnic cleansing in Kosovo and for a more
positive future for all the peoples of central
and Eastern Europe. Hungary is leading the
way toward what people dreamed of
throughout the long cold war.

I am very proud of the alliance between
our countries, the friendship between our
people. I am grateful for the contributions
of Hungarian-Americans to the fabric of our
present greatness and good fortune. And I
am very honored to welcome here the Presi-
dent of Hungary.

President Goncz, welcome back to Amer-
ica and to the White House.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:45 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House, where President
Goncz was accorded a formal welcome with full
military honors. In his remarks, he referred to
Maria Zsuzsanna Gonter, wife of President Goncz.
The transcript released by the Office of the Press
Secretary also included the remarks of President
Goncz.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Goncz and an Exchange
With Reporters
June 8, 1999

The President. Let me just say briefly,
again, how grateful I am to have this oppor-
tunity to welcome President Goncz to the
United States and to reaffirm our strong
friendship with Hungary and what a good
time it is for this visit to be occurring, as
we are doing our best to bring an end to
the conflict in Kosovo, to reverse the ethnic
cleansing, and to build a new future for all
of southeastern Europe.

I know all the Americans here know that
there are hundreds of thousands of ethnic
Hungarians living in Vojvodina, in northwest-
ern Serbia. This is a very, very important
issue for Hungary, and we are determined
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to bring it to a successful conclusion, to re-
verse the ethnic cleansing, and to see the ref-
ugees go home. And the President and his
country’s support of this endeavor has been
absolutely critical.

Resolution of the Situation in the Balkans
Q. Mr. President, on Kosovo, do you ex-

pect the U.N. Security Council to pass this
resolution; and, if it does, do you expect that
Milosevic will comply in good faith?

The President. Well, the answer to the
first question is, yes, I expect the U.N. Secu-
rity Council will adopt it.

Q. No veto?
The President. I don’t expect so. The

Russians are supporting it. We got the agree-
ment in Bonn this morning, early our time,
and I had a talk already with President
Yeltsin about it.

In terms of compliance, that’s what we’re
interested in. We want to see compliance.
And when there is evidence that full with-
drawal has begun, we will suspend the bomb-
ing and then monitor that for compliance.
But keep in mind, our military people in the
military-to-military contacts between NATO
and the Serbs will work out the logistics of
Serb withdrawal and the international secu-
rity force coming in, so as not to create a
vacuum. And I think all that will be worked
out in a satisfactory manner. But our interest
is in—our opinions won’t matter; what will
matter is what actually happens.

Russian Troops and NATO
Q. Mr. President, will the Russian troops,

peacekeepers, be under NATO control, com-
mand?

The President. I don’t expect that to hap-
pen, but I do expect that there will be an
acceptable level of coordination, the way we
worked it out in Bosnia. I hope there will
be something like what we did in Bosnia, be-
cause it worked there. We had the command
and control intact so that our soldiers and
our mission could be protected. The Russians
were involved, as it happens, in Bosnia, as
you know, in the American sector, where we
worked together with them very closely. And
I have been very pleased with that coopera-
tion. I think it’s quite important for the Rus-
sians to be involved in this.

Reconstruction of the Balkans/Hungarian
Role

Q. Once the peace will be implemented,
what commitment does the U.S. have to re-
constructing the region? How will the new
Marshall plan look like, and what role Hun-
gary can play in that?

The President. Well, it’s interesting, that’s
what the President said to me this morning,
that the most important thing is that we re-
build the region now. As you know, at the
NATO meeting here in Washington a few
weeks ago, we had a meeting in which all
of us committed to be a part of the recon-
struction of southeastern Europe. The details
will have to be worked out. I expect the EU
will be in the lead. The United States will
certainly support that.

But what I would like to see is all the coun-
tries in the region participating, and I’d like
not only the analogy of the Marshall plan but
also the work that was done between the
West and Hungary, Poland and the Czech
Republic, after the Berlin Wall fell. That is,
we should be supporting democracy and
human rights, as well as economic develop-
ment.

Obviously, I hope that Serbia will be a part
of that. But in order to be a part of that,
I think Serbia will have to observe the same
standards and have the same sort of govern-
ment and the same devotion to the human
rights of its people and to others that all the
other countries in the region have.

But the plan is yet to be worked out. We
don’t have the details of that yet, but there’s
plenty of time for that.

Serbian Delays in Implementation of
Agreement

Q. Ten years ago Slobodan Milosevic took
away the autonomy of the other provinces
in Serbia. Will that be addressed in the final
peace plan?

The President. First things first, here.
First things first.

Q. What do you suspect Mr. Milosevic is
up to, sir, in delaying implementation of the
agreement?

The President. Well, I think the main
issues, at least for the last 72 hours, were
involved with the nature of the U.N. resolu-
tion. That was resolved today. So now we’ll
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just have to see what happens with the mili-
tary-to-military contacts. The most important
thing now is that we get something that is,
a, verifiable and, b, that will work—which
means we have to know that they’re with-
drawing; we have to have a schedule for the
introduction of the international force.

Keep in mind the big picture here. The
big picture is to reverse the ethnic cleansing,
to bring the Kosovars home, to have them
safe and be able to govern themselves, and
to have an international security force with
NATO at the core. So we have to watch for
the big picture. And that’s why even yet, and
notwithstanding this very good development,
we have to sound some note of caution here.
We have to work on it.

Movie Ratings/Youth Violence
Q. On the movie ratings, sir, did you seek

greater enforcement because Hollywood was
lukewarm to the idea of signing on to the
national campaign against violence in film?

The President. No. No, I think there
should be greater enforcement of the existing
laws, that Congress should pass the common-
sense gun legislation that I’ve recommended.
And there should be a national grassroots
campaign against youth violence.

I’ll make you a prediction: I believe that
there will be a significant number of people
in the entertainment community who will
participate in it, because a lot of them have
said something to me about it. And I think
that the public ambivalence you see is more
their uncertainty about, well, are we agreeing
to censorship; are we getting into trouble
here? But I think if they just go back to the
beginning—which is, we’ve got a lot of chil-
dren in trouble in this country; they’re sub-
ject to too much violence through media and
cultural contacts, and it’s too easy for them
to get guns. And if we all work at it that
way, so that nobody is pointing a finger at
anybody else, I think we’ll have good partici-
pation from the entertainment community,
and I’ll be surprised if we don’t.

Mrs. Clinton’s Possible Senate Bid
Q. Do you think you’d really be happy as

a Senate husband?
Q. Is there any doubt she’ll run, sir?

The President. I’ll be happy if she’s doing
what she wants.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:36 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Representatives of the National
Association of Theatre Owners and
an Exchange With Reporters
June 8, 1999

The President. Good afternoon. Please be
seated.

Ladies and gentlemen, I hope you won’t
be confused when I tell you that I have just
met with the representatives of NATO, and
we talked about the movies. [Laughter] I am,
of course, referring to a somewhat different
NATO than we usually discuss around
here—the National Association of Theatre
Owners.

We had a very good discussion, and I want
to thank NATO President Bill Kartozian and
his colleagues who are here with him for the
efforts they are making to make sure that
we work together to prevent youth violence,
and the ways the theater industry, in particu-
lar, can help in that cause.

It has been less than 2 months since the
tragedy at Columbine High School seared
itself into our national consciousness. Ever
since that day, our country has been moving
steadily away from a culture of youth violence
toward creating the kind of future we want
for our children. People from all walks of life
are coming together in a national grassroots
campaign to prevent youth violence, to give
our children the childhoods they deserve.

We all know that parents are the first and
most important influences on their children,
but we know, too, that the demands on them
are increasing, and as more and more parents
work outside the home, they have less and
less time with their children. On average,
families now have a life in which parents
spend about 22 hours a week less at home
than parents did a generation ago. Over the
18 years of a child’s childhood, that amounts
to more than 2 years’ time.
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