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as good at 60 as he does at 90—[laughter]—
if I can hear to play my horn as well as he
can hear to play his vibe, I will be a happy
fellow.

I apologize for being late here tonight. I
think all of you know why. I addressed the
people of the United States tonight about the
end of the conflict in Kosovo. I want to say
a couple of things about that and what it has
to do with all of the things that have already
been mentioned and all the issues we don’t
have time to mention tonight.

The unimaginable horrors that were in-
flicted on those people, which led to an un-
precedented indictment of a head of state,
Mr. Milosevic, for war crimes and crimes
against humanity, came to them solely be-
cause of their ethnicity and their religious
faith. And it is, indeed, ironic that here we
are on the edge of a new century and a new
millennium, with the world growing closer
together, with technology literally exploding
opportunities for all of us, with America be-
coming more and more diverse by the day,
that the world is most bedeviled by the oldest
problem of human society: people are scared
of people who don’t look like them and who
worship God in a different way than they do
and who basically come from a different
tribe.

We have learned, in ways good and bad,
that our differences make us stronger; they
make life more interesting; they make life
more fun. But if that curious balance that
exists inside all of us gets out of whack and
our fears overcome our hopes, we can go
quickly from fearing people to hating them,
to dehumanizing them, to justifying all man-
ner of repression and abuse of them.

What the conflict in Kosovo was about at
bottom is whether or not, after all we have
learned from what happened in World War
II to the Jewish people and others in Nazi
repression and all we have seen since, would
or would not provoke the world, especially
after the agonizing experience we had in
Bosnia and the awful experience we had in
Rwanda, when everyone was caught flat-
footed, with no mechanism to deal with it—
whether we would say, ‘‘Okay, from now on
we don’t expect everybody to get along. We
don’t think we can abolish all war. But if in-
nocent civilians are going to be slaughtered

and uprooted and have their lives destroyed
and their families wrecked only because of
their racial or ethnic background, or their re-
ligious faith—if we can stop it, we intend to
stop it.’’

The United States did not go there for any
territorial gain or economic gain. We went
there because we want there to be peace and
harmony, first in Europe and, wherever pos-
sible, in the rest of the world. We went there
with an Army that looks like America; an Air
Force that looks like America. We landed a
Marine expeditionary unit in Greece today,
going into Kosovo to help those folks come
home, that looks like America.

There are people from every conceivable
racial and ethnic group and all different reli-
gious backgrounds, bound together by what
they have in common being more important
than the interesting things that divide them.

I say that because I am grateful for what
they have achieved with our Allies. But I
know, as I look toward the future, when I
am long gone from this job, and the world
grows closer and closer—but we will still
have struggles between those who are left
out and those who are included in the bounty
of the world. We will still have to deal with
terrorism and weapons of mass destruction
and international criminal gangs and all, and
people will always be trying to feed on the
differences, to switch the balance from hope
to fear. And it will be very important that
the United States of our children and grand-
children be a force for bringing people to-
gether, not tearing them apart. And we will
not be able to do that, over the long run,
to do good around the world, unless we first
are good at home.

That is why—that’s why I’ve worked as
hard as I can on all the issues involving race,
why I know we’ve got to get rid of this racial
profiling, why I know we’ve got to do more
to deal with the threat of violence to our chil-
dren, why I have asked everybody from the
entertainment community to the gun com-
munity, to the schools, the people that pro-
vide counseling and mental health services,
to the parents, to do something—all of us
to do something to give our children their
childhood back.

That is why I have asked the Congress to
invest more in education, to adopt this new
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market initiative. I like the fact that we will
give you tax breaks, tax credits, and loan
guarantees to invest in poor countries around
the world. I don’t want to take them away.
I just want you to have exactly the same in-
centives to invest in poor neighborhoods, in
inner-city America and Appalachia and the
Mississippi Delta and Native American res-
ervations and all those other places.

So I ask you to think about this. This is
a night you can be proud of your country.
This is a night you can be grateful for the
economic prosperity that we have enjoyed,
that we have the lowest African-American
and Hispanic unemployment rates we have
ever recorded, that wages are rising for peo-
ple in all income groups. We can be grateful
for that. And you have expressed your grati-
tude by coming here and giving these funds,
for which I am grateful.

But I want you to support our party not
just so that Dick Gephardt can be Speaker
and Charlie Rangel can be chairman, we can
have 3 or 4 chairmen and 19 subcommittee
chairs, but for what Mr. Gephardt said: be-
cause if we are in these positions of respon-
sibility, we will show up for work every day.
And we will not be interested simply in accu-
mulating power but in using the fleeting
power we have been given by the American
people to advance the cause, the future, and
the hopes of ordinary citizens from all walks
of life.

I believe—it’s not fashionable to say, I
guess, but politics and public service are
noble endeavors if they are informed by a
high purpose. I have never thought that I
was going to be President for life, and I have
never thought one bit of power I exercised
really belonged to me. It was something that
was loaned to me for a little while by the
American people, thanks to the remarkable
Constitution under which we live.

And so if you give us this kind of respon-
sibility, we will ask the American people to
search their consciousness—and to serve
their—search their consciences, to think and
to feel what we still must do to deepen the
meaning of freedom and widen the circle of
opportunity and strengthen the bonds of
community. That’s what a lot of our fights
are about. That’s what the Patients’ Bill of
Rights is about. If I get sick tonight, I’m

going to be fine. Unless God gets ready to
take me home, I’ll have the best health care
in the world. I don’t need it, and neither do
most of you.

That’s why we’re trying to have America
join the mainstream and stop being the only
country in the world that doesn’t even have
sensible, commonsense regulation of these
handguns, to keep them out of the hands of
criminals and kids, and to keep the assault
weapons away from the children. The Secret
Service is taking care of me; I don’t need
that. And if anything happened to me, be-
sides, I’ve already had more life than 99 per-
cent of the people who ever lived. [Laughter]
I don’t have any gripe.

But all those kids—Dick Gephardt re-
minded us, 13 kids get killed every day, get
shot and die and don’t have the life that I
have had or the life that you have had that
has brought you to this point. And I have
been so moved by the people at Littleton
and how they have responded and the cour-
age and dignity with which they have borne
their awful fate, and the way they have asked
us not to let their children die in vain.

But every day, for years, 13 kids die in
ones and twos, on the mean streets and the
tough alleys in which they live. We want to
do something about that, and we can. It’s
why we’ve tried to make college affordable
for everybody and put a computer in every
child’s schoolroom. Our kids—we don’t need
that; our kids can have their computers.

I say that not to make you feel better than
our political adversaries, either. I say that to
make this simple point. The same thing that
makes us believe that people are better off
getting along than they are fighting over their
racial or religious differences makes us be-
lieve that we ought to have universal excel-
lence in education, universal quality in health
care, a strong economy that includes every-
one. But because we know down deep inside
that that’s being smart selfish, we know that
we’ll be better off and our children will be
better off and our country will be stronger
if we’re not just sailing along alone.

If you ask me what the single most signifi-
cant difference between the two parties is
today and why it is so important that you’re
here and why we had the historic victory we
had in 1998, even though we were outspent
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