
1214 June 28 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

and I think it’s absolutely terrible that you
have to license your cars and have a drivers
license—[laughter]—and that we regulate
travel in any way, shape, or form. It is an
unconscionable burden, and we’re going to
get rid of all of it. We have 8-year-olds out
their driving cars at 100 miles an hour; that’s
good, it’s their constitutional right to do it.
[Laughter]

You’re laughing. That’s their position, isn’t
it? I mean, you would think—if a politician
stood up and said that, you would think they
had a screw loose. [Laughter] But this is a
huge issue. Now, we’re not talking about con-
fiscating anybody’s guns. We’re not talking
about interfering with anybody’s hunting
rights or sporting rights.

When we passed the Brady bill—Chris and
Sam will remember this—their argument
against the Brady bill was, ‘‘This won’t do
you any good, because no criminal ever goes
to a gun store to buy a gun.’’ You remember
that? That was their big argument: ‘‘They’re
not dumb enough to do that.’’ Okay? Five
years and 400,000 rejected sales later, with
a 25-year low in the crime rate and violent
crime down even more than non-violent
crime, they no longer can make that argu-
ment.

But now we say, okay, there are more and
more people, since we’re checking on them,
who are buying guns at the gun shows and
the flea markets. We’ll give you that much,
so let’s go check them. They say, ‘‘Oh, no,
goodness, no, we couldn’t do that.’’ Or if
the—‘‘It’s okay if it’s over-the-counter at a
gun show, but not if it’s in the parking lot.’’

Now, you may have this image that there’s
a sort of a—maybe a convention center in
Hartford, where there’s a gun show, and it’s
two blocks out to the parking lot and you
don’t want to make the guy take the auto-
matic check—that’s not what goes on. Most
of these gun shows, they’re down little coun-
try roads, and you turn right and you’re in
a little field. You know, you back up on both
sides of the lane and you open your trunk,
and you get down your pickup. So if you’re
out in the parking lot, it means you’re walking
around to the front of the car. This is—this
is just—it just doesn’t make any sense.

But what I want to tell you is, we have—
I think the defining difference between the

two parties today is no longer what they used
to say about us. We proved we’re more fis-
cally responsible than they are. We’ve got a
more fiscally responsible program right here.
We have proved that we can grow the econ-
omy. We’ve proved that we’re for sensible
defense spending. We’ve proved that we can
do the things that we’re supposed to do in
foreign policy that—it’s really almost, the
most important thing is how we define com-
munity and what our mutual responsibilities
are to one another.

That’s what the Patients’ Bill of Rights is
about. It’s true. We’ll have to pay out—you
know, it’ll be a buck or two a month. Our
estimate is that the Federal health insurance
program costs less than a dollar a month
more, now that we have the protections of
the Patients’ Bill of Rights. So that means
that everybody that doesn’t ever need the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights—who’s a Federal em-
ployee—is getting socked for about $10 a
year. I think it’s worth it. I think it’s worth
it as a part of our shared responsibility to
protect people.

So if you close this gun show loophole, 90-
plus—95 percent, maybe more, of those peo-
ple are honest as the day is long, and they’ll
have to hang around and wait for their back-
ground checks to be done. And sometimes
it’ll be a little bit of a pain—to increase the
chances of saving 13 kids a day? I think it’s
worth it.

This is really what’s going on. It’s no
longer—it’s not a question even about tax
cuts. We’re for tax cuts. The questions is, how
big should they be; what are our other re-
sponsibilities; how should they be struc-
tured? And what I want you to understand
is that these ideas matter. It matters whether
we give out all this Federal money in edu-
cation and tell the locals of the States, ‘‘Just
do whatever you want to with it’’; or whether
we say, ‘‘We think you ought to end social
promotion, but have mandatory summer
schools for kids who fail.’’ We shouldn’t de-
clare them fit. And we think we ought to
have every school district that needs an after-
school program ought to have one, and we’re
going to give you money to help you. It’s our
definition of community.

It’s not us telling them how to run the
schools. This is what local research shows
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