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we fought for 100,000 police on the street.
And the leaders of the other party said that
it would have no effect on the crime rate,
that nothing good would happen, that we
would never see these police on the street,
that no guns would be kept out of the hands
of criminals because criminals didn’t buy
guns in gun stores anyway. I heard all that.
And one of the reasons that our friends in
the other party are in the majority today in
the House is that they beat somewhere be-
tween 12 and 15 of our House Members,
the NRA did, in 1994, scaring the living day-
lights out of rural people, saying we were
going to take their guns away.

Well, 6 years later, we’ve got the lowest
crime rate in 25 years; we finished putting
100,000 police out there—under budget and
ahead of schedule; 400,000 gun sales have
been canceled to criminals, felons, fugitives,
and stalkers. And this is a safer, better,
stronger country. We were right about that.
And it’s an important issue going forward—
just like the management of the economy is.

I’ll give you just two other examples—I
could give you 10—where we had different
ideas. We believed we could grow the econ-
omy and not just maintain but improve the
environment. And a lot of people don’t be-
lieve that to this day. But compared to 6 years
ago, the air is cleaner; the water is cleaner;
the drinking water is safer; the food supply
is purer. We have immunized 90 percent of
our kids against serious childhood diseases
for the first time in the history of the country
and set aside more land in perpetuity than
any administration, except those of Franklin
and Theodore Roosevelt.

And the economy is stronger. We did not
hurt the economy; we helped the American
economy by doing what was right by the envi-
ronment. And we had to fight the other party
to do that. There was an honest disagree-
ment. That is relevant for us going forward.

In the area of education, we fought for
tax cuts that would, in effect, open the doors
of college of all Americans—$1,500 tax credit
for the first 2 years of college, other tax cred-
its for other years. We fought for better stu-
dent loans and more work-study positions.
We fought to hook up all the classrooms in
this country to the Internet.

And now we’re fighting to have a national
ratification of what you’re doing here in Chi-
cago, with no social promotion but not blam-
ing the children for the failures of the system,
and instead giving them all access to summer
school and after-school programs. I want to
this year say we are only going to give Fed-
eral aid to education, to States and districts
that end social promotion but don’t dub the
children failures, and give them the after-
school or summer school programs and the
support they need to succeed.

I’ll just give you one last idea. We had an
idea that we could best solve our social prob-
lems in this country, generally, not by asking
the Government to do it and not by leaving
the Government out of it, but by forming
new partnerships with the private sector and
with individual citizens. So we started
AmeriCorps, the national service program.
We said, we’ll give young people some
money to go to college if they’ll give a year
or 2 of the lives to serving in their commu-
nities.

I believe the young people, the so-called
‘‘Generation X-ers,’’ were not selfish people,
as they were caricatured. I thought they were
passionately committed to the future of this
country. And in 41⁄2 years, we have had
100,000-plus volunteers for AmeriCorps—it
took the Peace Corps 20 years to get that
many. And the man who started it, Eli Segal,
is here with us tonight, and I thank him for
that.

Then I gave Eli another job. I said, ‘‘We’re
going to reform welfare, and we’re going to
say if you’re able-bodied, you’ve got to go
to work; but we don’t want to hurt children.’’
So we’re going to say, ‘‘If you go to work,
we will give you child care; we will give you
medical care; we will give your kids nutrition;
but you’ve got to go to work.’’ And then I
realized that not all these people would be
able to go to work, because they had no real
experience. No one had ever said, ‘‘Here’s
how you interview for a job; here’s how you
show up; here’s how you relate to people at
work.’’ We had some serious problems there.

So I asked Eli if he would help me go
out and challenge the business community
of this country to actually take personal re-
sponsibility for hiring people off welfare. We
started with five companies. Then we had
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