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Week Ending Friday, July 9, 1999

Statement on the Death of Karekin I
July 2, 1999

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of
the death of His Holiness Karekin I,
Catholicos of the Armenian Apostolic
Church. I have sent my condolences to the
Vicar General at the Holy See of
Echmiadzin.

His Holiness was widely respected for his
deep scholarship, his deep sense of principle,
and his sincere devotion to the broadest pos-
sible ecumenical dialog. To all who followed
his inspired leadership in Armenia, the
United States, and around the world, I offer
heartfelt sympathy and condolences on be-
half of myself and the American people. All
the members of the Armenian Apostolic
Church are in our thoughts and our prayers.

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue.

Memorandum on the Federal
Worker 2000 Presidential Initiative
July 2, 1999

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Federal Worker 2000 Presidential
Initiative

Each year, Federal employees suffer over
160,000 injuries or illnesses in the course of
their employment. The Federal Govern-
ment’s bill for medical treatment and wage
loss compensation costs exceeds $1.9 billion
each year. Even more disturbing is the pain
and suffering of employees and their families
that is caused by these injuries and illnesses
and the fact that many of such injuries and
illnesses are preventable.

The Federal workforce is a valuable asset
to our healthy economy. We need to do more
to protect our dedicated public servants from
preventable injuries and illnesses. From this

point forward, I want to make the safety and
health of every Federal worker a central
value in each operation performed in Federal
workplaces. I ask all Federal agencies to help
make Federal Government workplaces safe
and productive. Furthermore, we need to en-
sure that, when injuries do occur, Federal
employees are given the best possible care
and are returned to work as quickly as pos-
sible.

To this end I direct the Secretary of Labor
to lead an initiative focusing on the Federal
workplace. This initiative will have a duration
of 5 years, and will establish 3 measurable
goals:

• reducing the overall occurrence of inju-
ries by 3 percent per year, while im-
proving the timeliness of reporting of
injuries and illnesses by agencies to the
Department of Labor by 5 percent per
year;

• for those work sites with the highest
rates of serious injuries, reducing the
occurrence of such injuries by 10 per-
cent per year; and

• reducing the rate of lost production days
(i.e. the number of days employees
spend away from work) by 2 percent per
year.

I also direct the Secretary to report to me
each year on the progress made to reduce
work-related injuries and illnesses, to provide
timely services, and to reduce the number
of days injured workers are away from their
jobs.

I am convinced that this new focus on safe-
ty and health in the Federal Government will
result in fewer injured workers, significant
cost reductions, and an enhanced ability to
serve the American public.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this memorandum.
This item was not received in time for publication
in the appropriate issue.
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The President’s Radio Address
July 3, 1999

Good morning. This Independence Day at
backyard barbecues and picnics in local
parks, Americans celebrate the spirit of patri-
otism that has strengthened our Nation for
223 years now. Today I want to talk about
what we must do to ensure that the food we
serve at those gatherings is as safe as we can
possibly make it, to keep our Nation growing
healthy, as well as strong.

Our food supply is the most bountiful in
the world. And for 61⁄2 years, our administra-
tion has been committed to making it the
safest in the world, from establishing a na-
tionwide early warning system for foodborne
illness to expanding food safety research and
public education programs to increasing in-
spections of food at every point in the chain
of production.

Last year I established the Joint Institute
for Food Safety Research and appointed the
first-ever President’s Council on Food Safety
to coordinate and expand food safety efforts
at every level of the Federal Government.
I’m proud of the progress we’re making, but
when it comes to keeping our families safe,
we can always do more—and we must.

Today, Americans eat more imported food
than ever before, and they have more choices
than ever. Think of it: Thirty years ago, just
a dozen kinds of fruits and vegetables were
available year-round. Today, you could buy
a different kind of fruit or vegetable every
day of the year, and many were grown on
the other side of the world. There’s no evi-
dence that these fruits and vegetables are less
safe than those grown here in the United
States. But some recent outbreaks of
foodborne illness have been traced to im-
ported foods.

Our import laws are very clear. We will
not allow unsafe food to enter the United
States. But a recent GAO report showed that
some importers are sidestepping our laws
and getting contaminated food across our
borders and onto our kitchen tables. While
most importers comply with our regulations,
it only takes one bad apple to spoil the whole
bunch, only one shipment of contaminated
food to threaten hundreds, even thousands,
of Americans.

That is why today, consistent with our
international obligations, I’m directing the
Treasury Department and the Health and
Human Services Department to take imme-
diate action to keep unsafe food from cross-
ing our borders. First, we will take new steps
to stop port shopping, preventing importers
whose unsafe food has been turned away at
one U.S. port from slipping their goods in
at another. To make sure this unsafe food
can be easily spotted, we will stamp all re-
jected food with the clear label, ‘‘Refused
U.S.’’

Second, Customs and the FDA will rigor-
ously enforce and expand our policy of de-
stroying imported food that poses a serious
health threat rather than risk letting it reach
our grocery stores or the global market.

Third, we’ll do more to deter dishonest im-
porters by increasing the bond they must
post while food is being inspected for safety.
Too many importers forfeit their bonds as
a simple cost of doing business. That’s wrong,
and we should stop it. These steps will help
us to close the gaps in our food safety system.

But Congress must also act. I’m grateful
for the presence here today of Congressman
Dingell and Congressman Brown. Congress
should start by passing comprehensive food
safety legislation that would increase the
FDA’s authority to turn away imported food
that does not meet our high safety standards.
And Congress should grant USDA the au-
thority to impose civil penalties and to order
mandatory recalls of unsafe meat and poul-
try.

Finally, Congress should fully fund my $72
million food safety initiative to increase the
number of agents and inspections of high-
risk food products right here at home and
increase the number of inspections of foreign
food processors around the world.

Americans have a right to know that the
food they serve their families is safe, whether
it comes from the far corners of the world
or the corner produce stand. I’m pleased that
so many Members of Congress are com-
mitted to giving them that security. I appre-
ciate the initiatives, especially of Senator
Durbin and Representatives Dingell and
Brown, along with Senators Mikulski, Ken-
nedy, Harkin, Collins, and Representatives
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