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notified. Given the rapid pace of techno-
logical change in the information technology
industry, these time periods are too lengthy.
I hope that we can work together to reduce
both notification periods to 30 days. Such
changes will permit implementation of my
current decision and future changes in a
more timely fashion.

I have directed the Secretary of Com-
merce to adjust the level at which an indi-
vidual license is required for computer ex-
ports to Tier 3 countries. For sales to military
entities, the level will be raised from 2,000
MTOPS to 6,500 MTOPS. For sales to civil-
ian end users, the new level will be raised
from 7,000 MTOPS to 12,300 MTOPS. The
Secretaries of Commerce and Defense will
review these levels, as well as the level de-
scribed in section 1211(a), in 6 months to
determine whether further adjustments will
be necessary at that time. They will conduct
additional such reviews at regular 6-month
periods thereafter.

Such action will complement other actions
that I am taking with respect to the export
and reexport of computers. I have directed
the Secretary of Commerce to adjust the
level at which an individual license is re-
quired for computer exports to Tier 2 coun-
tries from 10,000 MTOPS to 20,000 MTOPS.
I have also asked the Secretaries of Com-
merce and Defense to assess whether further
adjustments to 32,000–36,000 MTOPS will
be required in 6 months. They will conduct
additional reviews at 6-month intervals there-
after. Additionally, I have directed the Sec-
retary of Commerce to move the Czech Re-
public, Hungary, Poland, and Brazil from
Tier 2 to Tier 1. It is likely that additional
countries will be moved from Tier 2 to Tier
1 in the coming months.

All these adjustments will take place im-
mediately, with the exception of the change
to the individual licensing level for military
end users in Tier 3, which will coincide with
the change for the notification provisions of
section 1211(a) of the Act. Both these
changes will become effective at the end of
the 180-day notification period, unless the
Congress provides for a shorter period.

I also want to inform you of my support
for section 1407(c) of S. 1059, or similar leg-
islative language that would permit me to ad-

just the level of computer exports above
which the Department of Commerce is re-
quired to perform post-shipment
verifications in Tier 3 countries. Failure to
adjust this level will result in the expenditure
of scarce enforcement resources for ques-
tionable benefits to our shared national secu-
rity concerns.

I look forward to working cooperatively
with the Congress on these issues.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John W. War-
ner, chairman, Senate Committee on Armed Serv-
ices; Phil Gramm, chairman, Senate Committee
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs; Floyd
Spence, chairman, House Committee on Armed
Services; and Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman,
House Committee on International Relations.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on July 26.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on Efforts To
Achieve a Sustainable Peace in
Bosnia and Herzegovina
July 23, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 7 of Public Law

105–174, the 1998 Supplemental Appropria-
tions and Rescissions Act, I transmit herewith
a 6-month periodic report on progress made
toward achieving benchmarks for a sustain-
able peace process.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 23, 1999.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on July 26.

Statement on the Ninth Anniversary
of the Americans with Disabilities
Act
July 26, 1999

Today I join citizens across the country in
celebrating the ninth anniversary of the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). In
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the past, many Americans have presumed
that disability meant a life of dependence.
Now, we recognize that people with disabil-
ities want to, and can lead independent lives
and contribute to our Nation’s prosperity.
Throughout our administration, Vice Presi-
dent Gore and I have endeavored to em-
power individuals with the tools they need
to bring their tremendous energy and talent
to the American work force.

My Task Force on Employment of Adults
with Disabilities is building on the founda-
tion of the ADA by developing a coordinated
and active employment agenda for people
with disabilities. We have taken strong action
to promote the employment of individuals
with disabilities, including implementing
new regulations that increase the amount of
income that over 250,000 Americans with
disabilities can earn while still receiving crit-
ical cash and medical benefits, instituting
new steps to remove Federal hiring barriers
for people with mental illness, and directing
the Office of Personnel Management to de-
velop a plan for Federal hiring of people with
disabilities. And under the leadership of
Tipper Gore, we are beginning to address
the stigma and discrimination confronted by
people with psychiatric disabilities.

I am proud of the actions that this adminis-
tration has taken to fully integrate Americans
with disabilities into the workplace. It is now
time for Congress to act. In my State of the
Union, I challenged the Congress to pass the
bipartisan ‘‘Work Incentives Improvement
Act,’’ sponsored by Senators Jeffords,
Kennedy, Roth, and Moynihan, which would
improve job opportunities for people with
disabilities by increasing access to health care
and employment services. It was my hope
that I could have signed this legislation into
law today, but the House has not yet acted
on it. I remain committed to enacting this
legislation in this Congress.

We should also work together across party
lines to enact a strong, enforceable Patients’
Bill of Rights, provide new tax options to as-
sist individuals with disabilities with their
work-related expenses, and double the avail-
able funding for assistive technologies that
will facilitate employment. We must make
this a season of progress, not a season of par-
tisanship. We can achieve this end by passing

all three of these critically important initia-
tives. There would be no better way to cele-
brate the ninth anniversary of the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

Statement on Vietnam-United States
Relations
July 26, 1999

I am pleased that the Office of the United
States Trade Representative and the Viet-
namese Trade Ministry reached an under-
standing in principle on the terms of a broad
commercial agreement between the United
States and Vietnam. This provisional arrange-
ment is a major step forward for both coun-
tries, and I congratulate our American nego-
tiators and those of Vietnam on their work.
I will review the agreement carefully and
consult further with the Congress and the
Government of Vietnam in the hope that we
will be able to move on to finalization, formal
signature, and the establishment of normal
trade relations very soon.

In addition to promoting American com-
mercial interests, enhancing our economic
relations with Vietnam will also help advance
cooperation with Vietnam on other issues of
importance to our Nation. These include ob-
taining the fullest possible accounting of our
missing from the war, encouraging continued
progress in the freedom of emigration, and
seeking improvements in the human rights
situation in Vietnam. Since the United States
normalized relations with Vietnam in 1995,
we have made steady progress in each of
those areas. A bilateral trade agreement with
Vietnam constitutes one more positive step
in that process.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Transportation
Department Reports
July 26, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
I transmit herewith the 1996 calendar year

reports as prepared by the Department of
Transportation on activities under the Na-
tional Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act
of 1966, the Highway Safety Act, and the
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