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the past, many Americans have presumed
that disability meant a life of dependence.
Now, we recognize that people with disabil-
ities want to, and can lead independent lives
and contribute to our Nation’s prosperity.
Throughout our administration, Vice Presi-
dent Gore and I have endeavored to em-
power individuals with the tools they need
to bring their tremendous energy and talent
to the American work force.

My Task Force on Employment of Adults
with Disabilities is building on the founda-
tion of the ADA by developing a coordinated
and active employment agenda for people
with disabilities. We have taken strong action
to promote the employment of individuals
with disabilities, including implementing
new regulations that increase the amount of
income that over 250,000 Americans with
disabilities can earn while still receiving crit-
ical cash and medical benefits, instituting
new steps to remove Federal hiring barriers
for people with mental illness, and directing
the Office of Personnel Management to de-
velop a plan for Federal hiring of people with
disabilities. And under the leadership of
Tipper Gore, we are beginning to address
the stigma and discrimination confronted by
people with psychiatric disabilities.

I am proud of the actions that this adminis-
tration has taken to fully integrate Americans
with disabilities into the workplace. It is now
time for Congress to act. In my State of the
Union, I challenged the Congress to pass the
bipartisan ‘‘Work Incentives Improvement
Act,’’ sponsored by Senators Jeffords,
Kennedy, Roth, and Moynihan, which would
improve job opportunities for people with
disabilities by increasing access to health care
and employment services. It was my hope
that I could have signed this legislation into
law today, but the House has not yet acted
on it. I remain committed to enacting this
legislation in this Congress.

We should also work together across party
lines to enact a strong, enforceable Patients’
Bill of Rights, provide new tax options to as-
sist individuals with disabilities with their
work-related expenses, and double the avail-
able funding for assistive technologies that
will facilitate employment. We must make
this a season of progress, not a season of par-
tisanship. We can achieve this end by passing

all three of these critically important initia-
tives. There would be no better way to cele-
brate the ninth anniversary of the Americans
with Disabilities Act.

Statement on Vietnam-United States
Relations
July 26, 1999

I am pleased that the Office of the United
States Trade Representative and the Viet-
namese Trade Ministry reached an under-
standing in principle on the terms of a broad
commercial agreement between the United
States and Vietnam. This provisional arrange-
ment is a major step forward for both coun-
tries, and I congratulate our American nego-
tiators and those of Vietnam on their work.
I will review the agreement carefully and
consult further with the Congress and the
Government of Vietnam in the hope that we
will be able to move on to finalization, formal
signature, and the establishment of normal
trade relations very soon.

In addition to promoting American com-
mercial interests, enhancing our economic
relations with Vietnam will also help advance
cooperation with Vietnam on other issues of
importance to our Nation. These include ob-
taining the fullest possible accounting of our
missing from the war, encouraging continued
progress in the freedom of emigration, and
seeking improvements in the human rights
situation in Vietnam. Since the United States
normalized relations with Vietnam in 1995,
we have made steady progress in each of
those areas. A bilateral trade agreement with
Vietnam constitutes one more positive step
in that process.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Transportation
Department Reports
July 26, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
I transmit herewith the 1996 calendar year

reports as prepared by the Department of
Transportation on activities under the Na-
tional Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act
of 1966, the Highway Safety Act, and the
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Motor Vehicle Information and Cost Savings
Act of 1972, as amended.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 26, 1999.

Interview With Mike Cuthbert of
‘‘Prime Time Radio’’ in Lansing,
Michigan
July 22, 1999

Mr. Cuthbert. Hi. I’m Mike Cuthbert in
Lansing, Michigan; welcome back to ‘‘Prime
Time Radio.’’ As we promised you, we’ll
present full and indepth discussion of the
proposed changes in our health care system,
with particular focus on Medicare, as the year
2000 campaign begins. But the discussion of
Medicare has not waited for the campaign
to start, as you know.

With us here in Lansing, Michigan, is
President Clinton, who just finished having
a discussion with folks from Michigan on
Medicare. Mr. President, welcome to ‘‘Prime
Time Radio.’’

The President. Thank you. I’m glad to be
here.

Health Care Reform and Medicare
Mr. Cuthbert. Back in 1992, in a long dis-

cussion about health care reform, you
stopped the proceedings and you said, very
firmly, ‘‘Without wholesale health care re-
form, we have no hope of a stabilized, long-
term economic recovery.’’ The economic re-
covery has been long, but health care reform
didn’t happen. How does that impact on the
Medicare plans?

The President. Well, the one thing that
I didn’t believe that has happened that was
good is that we had—I didn’t believe that
we could get health care inflation down to
the general rate of inflation without moving
to universal coverage. And I think what hap-
pened was we got all the benefits of managed
care in the early years—and we were very
fortunate to do so—but now we’re also living
with the burdens, as you hear all the horror
stories that prompted me to push the Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights.

So I think where we are now is—where
I am, at least, is I’m trying to extend health

insurance coverage to discrete groups that
don’t have it, to try to improve the way the
system works and do more preventive care,
and try to modernize and stabilize the Medi-
care program. For example, we, 2 years ago,
provided for funds to cover 5 million children
who don’t have health insurance. In this
Medicare reform package, we have a pro-
posal to allow people between the ages of
55 and 65 who don’t have insurance to buy
into Medicare.

But the most important thing we can do
now is to stabilize Medicare financially by
putting some more cash into it over the next
10 years, by adopting the most modern prac-
tices, and by providing more preventive serv-
ices free, like testing and screenings for
osteoporosis and cancer and other things,
and adding a prescription drug benefit that
we can afford.

So I think that this will be a very good,
balanced package. It’s completely voluntary.
It gives seniors another choice on Medicare.
But the most important thing is it stabilizes
Medicare for 27 years, and that’s very, very
important, because all the baby boomers start
retiring in—well, they’ll start retiring sooner,
but the baby boomers start turning 65 in
2011. The oldest baby boomers are already
in the AARP. That seems impossible to me,
but there it is. [Laughter]

So to me, it’s very, very important that we
not spend too much of this surplus on a tax
cut before we do the first things first, before
we stabilize Social Security, stabilize Medi-
care and reform it. And incidentally, my pro-
posal, if it’s adopted as I sent it to Congress,
would also make America debt-free in 15
years, for the first time in 160 years. So that
would be a good thing to do, as well.

Link Between Medicare, Social Security,
and Education

Mr. Cuthbert. One thing I noticed you
have done since this focus began—and you
did it again here in Lansing—was you always
mention Medicare and Social Security and
you never fail to mention education. This
program talks a lot about ‘‘sandwich genera-
tion’’ issues. What do you see, and what
should the American people see, as the im-
portance of that link between Medicare, So-
cial Security, and education, which seem to
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