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Neelan Thiruchelvam was a constitutional
lawyer and human rights advocate who was
well-known and well-respected far beyond
his country. He devoted himself to seeking
a peaceful and just solution to the tragic con-
flict that has caused so much bloodshed in
Sri Lanka.

Hillary was deeply moved by her meeting
with Mr. Thiruchelvam during her 1995 visit
to Sri Lanka. With his death, a powerful voice
for reconciliation in Sri Lanka has been si-
lenced. I hope that this tragedy will spur ef-
forts to find an end to the fighting and to
build a lasting peace in Sri Lanka.

Statement on Senate Action on Tax
Cut Legislation
July 30, 1999

The Senate made the wrong choice for
America’s future today. By pushing through
a tax plan that is too big and too bloated,
the majority party has pushed aside our vital
national priorities.

The Republican tax cut is so large it would
undo our fiscal discipline and imperil our
prosperity. It would crowd out our commit-
ments to pay down the debt, to save Social
Security, and to strengthen and modernize
Medicare with a long-overdue prescription
drug benefit. And it would demand drastic
cuts in defense, education, law enforcement,
agriculture, and the environment.

Let’s be clear on what exactly this fight
is about and what it isn’t. It’s not about
whether to cut taxes. It’s about whether to
have tax cuts that save Social Security and
Medicare, or tax cuts that undermine them;
tax cuts in the national interest, or tax cuts
for special interests.

I will not sign a tax plan that shortchanges
our seniors and our young people. I will not
sign a plan that signs away our future. If Con-
gress passes that kind of plan, I will veto it.

We should put first things first. We should
pay down the debt, save Social Security,
strengthen and modernize Medicare, and
keep our crucial national commitments. We
can do these things and still have the right
kind of tax cuts. I urge the Congress to put
aside plans that are plainly wrong for Amer-
ica and to work with me for what’s right.

Proclamation 7214—To Provide for
the Efficient and Fair Administration
of Action Taken With Regard to
Imports of Lamb Meat and for Other
Purposes
July 30, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. On July 7, 1999, I issued Proclamation

7208, which implemented action of a type
described in section 203(a)(3) of the Trade
Act of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C.
2253(a)(3)) (the ‘‘Trade Act’’), with respect
to imports of fresh, chilled, or frozen lamb
meat, provided for in subheadings
0204.10.00, 0204.22.20, 0204.23.20,
0204.30.00, 0204.42.20, and 0204.43.20 of
the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTS). Proclamation 7208
took effect on July 22, 1999.

2. Proclamation 7208 established import
relief in the form of tariff-rate quotas (TRQs)
and increased duties but did not make spe-
cific provision for their administration. I have
determined under section 203(g)(1) of the
Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2253(g)(1)) that it is
necessary for the efficient and fair adminis-
tration of the action undertaken in Proclama-
tion 7208 to exempt from the measure goods
that were exported prior to July 22, 1999.

3. I have further determined under section
203(g)(1) of the Trade Act that in order to
provide for the efficient and fair administra-
tion of the TRQs established in Proclamation
7208 it is necessary to delegate my authority
to administer the TRQs under that section
to the United States Trade Representative.

4. On May 28, 1999, I issued Proclamation
7202, which took certain actions to eliminate
circumvention of the quantitative limitations
applicable to imports of wheat gluten that
were proclaimed in Proclamation 7103. I
have determined that a technical correction
in the description of an action taken in Proc-
lamation 7202 is appropriate.

5. Section 604 of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C.
2483), authorizes the President to embody
in the HTS the substance of the relevant pro-
visions of that Act, and of other acts affecting
import treatment, and actions thereunder,
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