
1565Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999 / Aug. 5

Statement on Action on Steel
Imports

August 5, 1999

Many steelworkers and communities are
experiencing continuing hardship as a result
of last year’s sharp rise in steel imports. I
am determined to continue taking forceful
action to address the unfair trade practices
that have contributed significantly to this cri-
sis. But from the start, we have maintained
that we must do it the right way. We must
ensure that our actions are consistent with
our commitment to open markets and re-
spect for international trade rules, just as we
insist that other countries do the same. My
administration has executed a strategy of vig-
orous, timely enforcement of our trade laws
and direct high-level engagement with major
steel exporting nations. These actions have
cut imports to pre-crisis levels.

Now we must ensure that imports remain
at pre-crisis levels and give the industry a
chance to regain its competitiveness—even
as we put in place measures to prevent any
recurrence. Today I am releasing a Steel Ac-
tion Plan containing a number of measures
to identify and address factors that pose con-
tinuing risks for the health and vitality of U.S.
steel communities and companies and the
U.S. economy. These include a systematic
analysis of foreign subsidies and market-
distorting trade barriers for steel and steel
inputs, an international conference on unfair
practices that support economically unjustifi-
able production capacity, bilateral discus-
sions with key steel exporters to ensure that
they play by the rules of fair trade and elimi-
nate market-distorting subsidies, working
with the international financial institutions to
eliminate subsidies for steel production, en-
hancing our ability to detect incipient import
surges before they happen, and strengthened
enforcement of our trade laws.

I will continue to work with steelworkers,
the steel industry, and Members of Congress
to attack unfair trade practices around the
world.

Statement on Legislation To Advance
the New Markets Initiative
August 5, 1999

Not long ago, I invited CEO’s and other
business leaders to join me in visiting new
markets across the country to highlight eco-
nomic opportunities and to emphasize the
need for greater investment in underserved
rural and inner-city areas. I am pleased to
announce that today, bipartisan legislation
based upon my new markets initiative is
being introduced in both the House and the
Senate. This legislation expands upon the in-
novative approach to community empower-
ment that Vice President Gore and I have
pioneered for nearly 7 years.

We need to provide the same encourage-
ment to invest in Appalachia, Native Amer-
ican reservations, the Mississippi Delta, and
the inner cities that we provide today to in-
vest in new markets overseas. Through new
tax incentives and investment tools, this legis-
lation will help to attract equity capital that
entrepreneurs and businesses need to start
and expand enterprises and create new jobs
in low and moderate income communities.
These tools will help corporate America to
develop new markets in places where major
corporations have rarely, if ever, looked be-
fore. It’s good for business, it’s good for
America’s growth, and it’s the right thing to
do.

I am encouraged by the bipartisan support
for the new markets initiative, as dem-
onstrated by the lead sponsorship of this leg-
islation by both Democrats and Republicans.
We will continue to work with Congress to
pass this new markets legislation into law. At
a time of remarkable economic prosperity,
we need to ensure that no community or per-
son is left behind.

Statement on Patients’ Bill of Rights
Legislation
August 5, 1999

With today’s announcement led by Drs.
Ganske and Norwood and Congressman
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Dingell, it is clear that there is now a biparti-
san majority of House Members ready to
vote for a strong and enforceable Patients’
Bill of Rights. Unlike the partisan Senate-
passed bill, this bipartisan initiative is a Pa-
tients’ Bill of Rights not just in name but
in reality. It provides meaningful patient pro-
tections to all Americans in all health plans,
and it holds plans accountable when their ac-
tions cause harm to patients.

Today’s action proves that patient protec-
tions need not and should not be a partisan
issue. It is time to do what this bipartisan
coalition has done—put the well-being of pa-
tients before politics and special interests. I
call on Speaker Hastert to schedule a vote
on this long-overdue legislation immediately
upon return from the congressional recess in
September.

Statement on Juvenile Crime
Legislation
August 5, 1999

Months after the tragedy at Columbine—
and the day before they are set to recess—
Congress will finally begin the conference on
juvenile crime legislation. Let’s show our
children that when it comes to their safety,
Washington will not take a break. I urge the
conferees to stay in Washington and finish
work on the bill during the August recess.
This is a vital opportunity to take common-
sense steps to keep guns out of the wrong
hands, prevent youth violence, and steer
young people away from crime. They should
send me a balanced and bipartisan juvenile
crime bill—with the Senate-passed gun pro-
visions—so we can give our Nation’s parents
more peace of mind as our children return
to school.

Statement on Intention To Veto the
Republican Tax Plan
August 5, 1999

Whether the Republican tax plan is sent
to me today, tomorrow, next week, or next
month, I will have no choice but to veto it
immediately. It threatens Social Security and
Medicare, makes it harder to pay off the

debt, and imperils the prosperity that has
brought real benefits to American families.

Executive Order 13133—Working
Group on Unlawful Conduct on the
Internet
August 5, 1999

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the
United States of America, and in order to
address unlawful conduct that involves the
use of the Internet, it is hereby ordered as
follows:

Section 1. Establishment and Purpose. (a)
There is hereby established a working group
to address unlawful conduct that involves the
use of the Internet (‘‘Working Group’’). The
purpose of the Working Group shall be to
prepare a report and recommendations con-
cerning:

(1) The extent to which existing Federal
laws provide a sufficient basis for ef-
fective investigation and prosecution
of unlawful conduct that involves the
use of the Internet, such as the illegal
sale of guns, explosives, controlled
substances, and prescription drugs, as
well as fraud and child pornography.

(2) The extent to which new technology
tools, capabilities, or legal authorities
may be required for effective inves-
tigation and prosecution of unlawful
conduct that involves the use of the
Internet; and

(3) The potential for new or existing tools
and capabilities to educate and em-
power parents, teachers, and others
to prevent or to minimize the risks
from unlawful conduct that involves
the use of the Internet.

(b) The Working Group shall undertake
this review in the context of current Adminis-
tration Internet policy, which includes sup-
port for industry self-regulation where pos-
sible, technology-neutral laws and regula-
tions, and an appreciation of the Internet as
an important medium both domestically and
internationally for commerce and free
speech.

Sec. 2. Schedule. The Working Group
shall complete its work to the greatest extent
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