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to the Congress and the American people in
the State of the Union Address that contin-
ues to push the envelope, that continues to
push the boundaries of change, that contin-
ues to challenge the people and public serv-
ants to do what needs to be done.

The first 4 years of this new millennium
will be dramatically different from 5, 10 years
ago. The way we work and live and relate
to each other 20 years from now will be al-
most unrecognizable from what we were
doing on the day I first took the oath of of-
fice. So the issue is not whether we will
change, it is what kind of change. Are we
going to build on what we’ve done that
works? Are we going to take the evidence
of success and then build on that and go be-
yond it? Are we going to revert to policies
that we know don’t work from hard experi-
ence?

I think one of the reasons that we’ve had
some success in this last 61⁄2 years is because
I took the time to think through what I would
do if I got the job, and I told the American
people in greater detail than any American
candidate had up to that point what I would
do if I were hired. Then when Al joined the
ticket, we sat down together and reissued our
economic program and thought it all through
again in great detail.

And a lot of people said, ‘‘These guys are
crazy. They’re being so specific. Why are they
doing this? It violates all conventional wis-
dom.’’ But you’d be amazed how much it
helps when you get a job if you’ve actually
told people what you’d do if you got it. So
I think the fact that he’s laid out a program
is profoundly important.

The third thing I want to tell you is that
we have been together under all kinds of cir-
cumstances. You know some of them. Some
of them were highly public and political.
There were times of great elation, times of
great triumph, times of defeat, times of frus-
tration, times of intense difficulty. But we’ve
also been together in personal ways. I’ve
talked to him about everything. Both of us
have lost a parent since we’ve been here in
the White House. We’ve been through a lot
of challenges. We’ve talked about our chil-
dren and our hopes for them. And I can tell
you that he is a good human being. He is
a profoundly good man.

So if you’ve got a person with a stunning
record, a great program, who’s a good per-
son, a proven leader, I think that’s a pretty
good decision. That’s a decision that I hope
for my daughter’s sake and the next genera-
tion’s sake, the American people will make
this year. And you’re helping them to make
it, and I thank you very much.

The Vice President of the United States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:57 p.m. at the
Hay Adams Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to former Secretary of State Warren M.
Christopher.

Notice—Continuation of Emergency
Regarding Export Control
Regulations
August 10, 1999

On August 19, 1994, consistent with the
authority provided me under the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.), I issued Executive
Order 12924. In that order, I declared a na-
tional emergency with respect to the unusual
and extraordinary threat to the national secu-
rity, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States in light of the expiration of the
Export Administration Act of 1979, as
amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2401 et seq.). Be-
cause the Export Administration Act has not
been renewed by the Congress, the national
emergency declared on August 19, 1994,
must continue in effect beyond August 19,
1999. Therefore, in accordance with section
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing the national
emergency declared in Executive Order
12924.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
August 10, 1999.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., August 12, 1999]

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on August 11, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on August 13.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to the
Lapse of the Export Administration
Act of 1979
August 10, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On August 19, 1994, in light of the expira-

tion of the Export Administration Act of
1979, as amended (50 U.S.C. App. 2401 et
seq.), I issued Executive Order 12924, de-
claring a national emergency and continuing
the system of export regulation under the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act (50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.). Under section
202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50
U.S.C. 1622(d)), the national emergency ter-
minates on the anniversary date of its dec-
laration unless the President publishes in the
Federal Register and transmits to the Con-
gress a notice of its continuation.

I am hereby advising the Congress that I
have extended the national emergency de-
clared in Executive Order 12924. Enclosed
is a copy of the notice of extension.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on August 11.

Remarks on Presenting the
Presidential Medal of Freedom
August 11, 1999

The President. Thank you very much, la-
dies and gentlemen. Welcome to the White
House. A special welcome to Senator Robb,
Congressman Scott, Congressman Sisisky,
Secretary/Senator Bentsen’s old colleagues in
the Cabinet, and Mr. Rubin, welcome home.
Secretary Kissinger, thank you for coming.
Governor Rosselló, thank you for coming.
Mrs. Ford, we’re honored to have you here.

Shootings at the North Valley
Jewish Community Center

Let me just say, before I begin the cere-
mony, Hillary has already said that like all

Americans, we have prayed for the welfare
of the children and their families and the en-
tire community affected by the shootings in
Los Angeles yesterday. Most of you probably
know by now that the FBI received the gun-
man, who turned himself in, earlier today.
I want to congratulate the law enforcement
officials at all levels of government who
quickly responded to the crime, identified
the suspect, and kept the pressure on.

We are a long way from knowing all the
facts about this case, and therefore, I think
all of us have to be somewhat careful about
commenting. But what we have heard about
the suspect and his motives is deeply disturb-
ing. Nothing could be further from the values
we honor here today. Therefore, I would just
say, again, I can only hope that this latest
incident will intensify our resolve to make
America a safer place and a place of healing
across the lines that divide us.

Presidential Medal of Freedom
President Kennedy once said that a nation

reveals itself not only by the people it pro-
duces but by the people it honors. Today we
honor men and women who represent the
best of America with the Presidential Medal
of Freedom. Our Nation’s Founders be-
lieved, as do we, that freedom is a gift of
God, not only to be defended but to be used
to improve the human condition, to deepen
the reach of freedom, to widen the circle of
opportunity, to strengthen the bonds of our
national community.

By words and deeds, the Americans we
honor today have done just that. And in hon-
oring them, we honor also the values and
principles of our Nation’s founding and our
Nation’s future. Today I am proud to begin
with a man who once held the office I am
now privileged to occupy and one who has
more than earned this honor.

From his earliest days as a student and ath-
lete, President Gerald Ford was destined for
leadership. He was an outstanding player on
the Michigan football team in a segregated
era. And his horror at the discrimination to
which one of his teammates was subjected
spawned in him a lifelong commitment to
equal rights for all people, regardless of race.

He served with distinction on an aircraft
carrier in the Pacific in World War II. Thirty
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