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Their budget plan, because it contains
such a large tax cut, would actually threaten
our environment because it would require
big cuts in environmental enforcement, let-
ting toxic waste dumps fester, even shutting
down national parks. In addition to that, we’d
have across-the-board cuts in everything
from education to medical research to de-
fense, and they wouldn’t add a day to the
life of the Social Security or Medicare Trust
Fund, nor would they pay off the debt.

Our budget continues to invest in the envi-
ronment and education and medical research
and defense. It pays off the debt in 15 years
for the first time since 1835, and it lengthens
the life of the Social Security and Medicare
Trust Funds. It’s a good budget, and it also
provides for a modest tax cut.

We have proved time and again that we
don’t have to choose between growing our
economy or preserving our environment. We
can do both with discipline. So again, I ask
Congress, let’s put politics aside and continue
the commonsense course that is already lead-
ing us toward a cleaner environment, a
stronger economy, and a stronger America
for the 21st century. Let’s work together to
give our children the gift of a better,
healthier world.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:04 p.m. on
August 12 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 14. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on August 13 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Statement on the Death
of Lane Kirkland
August 14, 1999

Hillary and I are deeply saddened by the
passing of Lane Kirkland, one of the towering
figures in the American labor movement. For
nearly five decades, he was a guiding force
for workplace fairness, dignity, and innova-
tion, and a catalyst for international democ-
racy.

Lane led the AFL–CIO during 15 of the
most challenging years in labor’s history.
With skill, determination, and unparalleled
intellect, he reunited the major unions and

reaffirmed labor’s place at the table of Amer-
ican democracy. With his unflagging support
of free trade unionism internationally, espe-
cially in Poland, he helped hasten the fall
of the Iron Curtain while showing America
that it is possible to stand up to communism
abroad while standing up for working men
and women here at home. From his days as
a merchant marine during World War II to
his work on the Board of Directors of the
Institute of Peace, he was always ready and
willing to serve his country. I valued his
friendship, strong support, and keen advice.
He was a great American, and he will be
greatly missed.

Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife,
Irena, and his family in this time of mourn-
ing.

Memorandum on Additional
Refugee Admissions
August 12, 1999

Presidential Determination No. 99–33

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Emergency Presidential
Determination on Additional FY 99 Refugee
Admissions Numbers Pursuant to Section
207(b) of the Immigration and Nationality
Act

In accordance with section 207(b) of the
Immigration and Nationality Act (the ‘‘Act’’)
(8 U.S.C. 1157(b)), and after appropriate
consultations with the Congress, I hereby de-
termine that an unforeseen refugee emer-
gency exists in Europe, and that the admis-
sion to the United States of Kosovar refugees
in response to this emergency is justified by
grave humanitarian concerns and is in the
national interest. The admission of these ref-
ugees cannot be accomplished under the
worldwide refugee admissions ceiling of
78,000 for Fiscal Year 1999, as authorized
in Presidential Determination 98–39 of Sep-
tember 30, 1998, and an increase to 91,000
is warranted. The revised regional allocations
are as follows:

Africa 12,000
East Asia 9,000
Europe 61,000
Latin America/Caribbean 3,000
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