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recorded. But even one child killed because
of drunk driving is one too many.

Today I’m pleased to announce the De-
partments of Transportation and Justice will
release a total of over $47 million in grants
to help communities combat drunk driving
and underage drinking and increases seatbelt
use. Ultimately, of course, all of us must take
responsibility. So if you choose to drink, al-
ways designate a driver and always wear your
seatbelt. Let’s make this the safest Labor Day
weekend ever.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
approximately 10:40 a.m. on August 28 at the
Edgartown Elementary School in Martha’s Vine-
yard, MA, for later broadcast. The transcript was
released by the Office of the Press Secretary on
September 2. These remarks were also made
available on the White House Press Office Radio
Actuality Line.

Remarks at a Reception Honoring
the First Lady in Cazenovia, New
York
September 2, 1999

I would like to thank the Greens for mak-
ing us all feel so welcome, and I would like
to thank you for—[applause]. I have been
overwhelmed by the kindness and the hospi-
tality of the people these last few days and
by the sheer beauty of this place, everywhere
we’ve been, and I want to thank you all for
sharing that with us.

I’d also like to thank the people of New
York and the people of this area for your
many kindnesses to me and to Al Gore and
to our families and our administration, in-
cluding the electoral votes of New York in
two Presidential elections.

I want to just make a couple of points.
First of all, in terms of where our country
is today, we are in a good place because we
have tried to make decisions for 61⁄2 years
to think about what is best for America, for
all Americans and for the future and not just
for the moment, for those that may have the
most influence. And it’s worked pretty well.

In this historic part of our Nation, I think
it is fair to say that if you read the history
of America closely, as I have tried to do, the
continuing mission of this country is to always

be working to widen the circle of oppor-
tunity, to deepen the meaning of freedom,
and to strengthen the bonds of our commu-
nity. This is more and more important as we
grow more diverse and as we get more in-
volved with the rest of the world.

Now, if you look at what has happened
in the last 61⁄2 years, I don’t think it’s a sub-
ject of much debate anymore. And I am very
grateful for the efforts that I have been able
to make with so many others to improve the
economy and lower the crime rate and lower
the welfare rolls and strengthen the role of
America in the world.

But the mission of the country is never
open. And Hillary just mentioned a few
things. One of the things that I think about
all the time is that not every community and
not every section of our country has partici-
pated fully in this astonishing economic re-
covery, and that bothers me. It bothers me
that not every child in this country is getting
a world-class education. It bothers me that
there are people in Washington who really
don’t want to use this truly historic oppor-
tunity to extend the life of the Social Security
Trust Fund out beyond the life expectancy
of those of us in the baby boom. Any of you
here who are baby boomers, like me, I’m
sure you share my concern. I am determined
that, when we retire, our children will not
have to support us at the expense of our
grandchildren. That’s what Social Security
is—[applause].

And in a global economy, believe me, if
we were to pay off the debt of this country
in 15 years, for the first time since Andy
Jackson was President, then the children in
this audience would be the economic bene-
ficiaries. We would have a generation of
lower interest rates and higher growth and
stronger economies in every place in Amer-
ica.

And that brings me back to why you all
came here. [Laughter] When I met Hillary
in law school, I was really afraid for her to
go home to Arkansas with me, because I was
afraid she would be wasting what I think is
one of the greatest talents of public service
I’ve every known in my life. It turned out
it hasn’t been a waste; she’s learned pretty
well. [Laughter]
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But when you hear her talking about all
these issues, I think it’s important to note
that she’s not only had 30 years of experience
as a child advocate, which puts her in a posi-
tion to know more about education and fam-
ily policy than virtually anybody who could
run for the Senate, we worked together when
I was Governor for a dozen years, which is
why she understands all these economic de-
velopment issues and the things that you
talked about, about the economy.

And then for the last 61⁄2 years in the
White House, she has been not only an advo-
cate for health care reform and for our chil-
dren, but she’s literally gone all across the
world looking for ways that people can come
together instead of be driven apart by all the
things that seem to be doing so much to di-
vide people, both in the United States and
around the world.

I know I’m heavily biased—[laughter]—
but I also have more experience than most
people do in this area. [Laughter] I have
known thousands and thousands of people
in public service; I’ve never known anybody
with the same combination of ability, experi-
ence, compassion, and unrelenting dedica-
tion as my wife, and I thank you for being
here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:05 p.m at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Edward and Joan Green. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Proclamation 7219—Contiguous
Zone of the United States
September 2, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
International law recognizes that coastal

nations may establish zones contiguous to
their territorial seas, known as contiguous
zones.

The contiguous zone of the United States
is a zone contiguous to the territorial sea of
the United States, in which the United States
may exercise the control necessary to prevent
infringement of its customs, fiscal, immigra-

tion, or sanitary laws and regulations within
its territory or territorial sea, and to punish
infringement of the above laws and regula-
tions committed within its territory or terri-
torial sea.

Extension of the contiguous zone of the
United States to the limits permitted by
international law will advance the law en-
forcement and public health interests of the
United States. Moreover, this extension is an
important step in preventing the removal of
cultural heritage found within 24 nautical
miles of the baseline.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
by the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution of the United States, and
in accordance with international law, do
hereby proclaim the extension of the contig-
uous zone of the United States of America,
including the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, Guam, American Samoa, the United
States Virgin Islands, the Commonwealth of
the Northern Mariana Islands, and any other
territory or possession over which the United
States exercises sovereignty, as follows:

The contiguous zone of the United States
extends to 24 nautical miles from the base-
lines of the United States determined in ac-
cordance with international law, but in no
case within the territorial sea of another na-
tion.

In accordance with international law, re-
flected in the applicable provisions of the
1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea,
within the contiguous zone of the United
States the ships and aircraft of all countries
enjoy the high seas freedoms of navigation
and overflight and the laying of submarine
cables and pipelines, and other internation-
ally lawful uses of the sea related to those
freedoms, such as those associated with the
operation of ships, aircraft, and submarine
cables and pipelines, and compatible with the
other provisions of international law reflected
in the 1982 Convention on the Law of the
Sea.

Nothing in this proclamation:
(a) amends existing Federal or State law;
(b) amends or otherwise alters the rights

and duties of the United States or
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