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their expertise in this vital sector. Coopera-
tion in such fields as e-education, science and
technology and life-long skills development
should be strengthened. Globalisation must
become an opportunity for all.

We commit to ensuring that APEC takes
a leading role in enabling developing econo-
mies to participate successfully in the global
economy, through enhancing human and in-
stitutional capacities and progressively open-
ing markets. We recognize that income and
wealth disparities between and within econo-
mies can pose a challenge for social stability.
Appropriate social safety nets play a role in
facilitating economic and social adjustment.
We welcome efforts by APEC economies,
and other institutions, to address social safety
net issues, and encourage further efforts to
maintain employment and environmentally
sustainable growth. In that regard, we wel-
come the outcomes of the Human Resources
Development and Small and Medium Enter-
prises Ministerial Meetings. APEC econo-
mies will pursue enhanced dialogue and con-
tinue to seek policy approaches that encour-
age inclusion and economic advancement, as
well as initiative and innovation.

We welcome the Framework for the Inte-
gration of Women in APEC, which is a sig-
nificant step to enhance the ability of women
to contribute to and benefit from prosperity
of the region. We shall review implementa-
tion of the Framework when we next meet.

In 1999, we have enhanced opportunities
for business, especially smaller enterprises,
to make their views known in APEC. Those
views are of keen interest to us. Further dia-
logue with the private sector, at all levels,
is essential to maintain the dynamism and
relevance of APEC. We also look to the pri-
vate sector for support for reform.

Once again, we welcome the recom-
mendations from the APEC Business Advi-
sory Council, ABAC, and thank members of
the Council for their contribution in areas
such as capacity building, finance, food, e-
commerce and air services. We instruct Min-
isters to take the ABAC recommendations
into account during their work in 2000. We
support implementation of the eight steps for
more competitive air services, and the identi-
fication of further steps to liberalise air serv-
ices in accordance with the Bogor Goals.

Tourism and air services have a large con-
tribution to make to development and com-
munity building in the region.

Conclusion
As Leaders, we recognise that our role in

APEC, as in our own economies, is to set
the course which will allow for sustainable
development and which will deliver a strong
social dividend to their populations. We ac-
knowledge that economic adjustments may
be difficult, and that there is social cost which
must be reduced. But we are united in our
belief that the path to increased prosperity
requires continual reform and adjustment of
our policies and outlook. An open regional
framework, within which competition and
cooperation flourish, is the best means of
building a prosperous future together. We
embark on APEC’s second decade confident
that a deepening and enduring spirit of open-
ness, partnership and community is being
built. The challenge we collectively face is
to maintain our momentum and deliver on
our commitment. We accept the challenge.

NOTE: This declaration was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary but was not issued
as a White House press release. An original was
not available for verification of the content of this
declaration.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on United
States Activities in the United
Nations
September 13, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to transmit herewith a report

of the activities of the United Nations and
of the participation of the United States
therein during the calendar year 1998. The
report is required by the United Nations Par-
ticipation Act (Public Law 79–264; 22 U.S.C.
287b).

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 13, 1999.
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Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Slovenia-United States Tax
Convention With Documentation
September 13, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and

consent to ratification the Convention Be-
tween the United States of America and the
Republic of Slovenia for the Avoidance of
Double Taxation and the Prevention of Fiscal
Evasion with Respect to Taxes on Income
and Capital, signed at Ljubljana on June 21,
1999. Also transmitted is the report of the
Department of State concerning the Conven-
tion.

This Convention, which is similar to tax
treaties between the United States and
OECD nations, provides maximum rates of
tax to be applied to various types of income
and protection from double taxation of in-
come. This Convention also provides for res-
olution of disputes and sets forth rules mak-
ing its benefits unavailable to residents who
are engaged in treaty-shopping or with re-
spect to certain abusive transactions.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to this Conven-
tion and that the Senate give its advice and
consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
September 13, 1999.

Letter to Members of Congress on
Proposed Campaign Finance Reform
Legislation
September 13, 1999

Dear lllll:
This week, the House of Representatives

will have an historic opportunity to strength-
en our democracy when it considers legisla-
tion to reform our campaign finance system.
I write to you today to urge the passage of
the bipartisan campaign finance reform bill
offered by Representatives Christopher
Shays and Martin Meehan.

The Shays-Meehan legislation represents
real, comprehensive reform. It would ban the
raising of unregulated ‘‘soft money’’ by both

parties, address backdoor campaign spending
by outside organizations, and strengthen
public disclosure. It would revitalize the po-
litical process by curbing the role of special
interests, giving voters a louder voice, and
treating incumbents and challengers of both
parties fairly.

For nearly four years I have challenged
Congress to pass the Shays-Meehan bill. As
you know, it was approved by the House last
year, only to be blocked by a minority of the
Senate. Today, I ask Members of the House
to pass it—without unnecessary amendments
that would undermine its intent and reach.

We have had enough talk about reform;
the House of Representatives now has a rare
and fleeting opportunity to act. The Amer-
ican people know the system needs to be
fixed—but many have come to doubt
Congress’s will to fix it. I urge you to make
this the year that Congress proves the cynics
wrong, and passes bipartisan, comprehensive
campaign finance reform.

Sincerely,

Bill Clinton

NOTE: Letters were sent to every Member of the
House of Representatives.

Remarks on Departure From
Auckland and an Exchange With
Reporters
September 14, 1999

APEC Summit
The President. Good morning. I believe

we’ve had a very successful meeting here
with our Asia-Pacific partners. I want to
begin by thanking Prime Minister Shipley
and the people of Auckland and New Zea-
land for giving us quite a wonderful visit to
a place that most of us have never been be-
fore.

Our 19 APEC members pledged to
strengthen the world economy and advance
our common prosperity. We also came to-
gether on East Timor. We unanimously re-
solved to strengthen the world trading system
by opening more markets and agriculture
services and industrial products. In Novem-
ber we’ll go to Seattle to launch a new world
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