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course. It’s a good course. It plays hard, but
it’s an honest course.

Q. What do you think of Queenstown?
The President. I wish I had weeks to

spend here. You know, when we were com-
ing in the airplane, landing, everybody on our
plane was just gasping when we saw the land-
scape. It’s just so beautiful. You’re all very
fortunate.

Q. When are you coming back, Mr. Presi-
dent?

The President. How about next week?
[Laughter]

Round of Golf
Q. [Inaudible]
The President. This guy hits the ball fur-

ther than any person his age I’ve ever played
with, including a lot of the pros I’ve played—
water treatment.

Mr. Shipley. Just not as straight as the
pros.

The President. And it’s only because his
public service has kept him from playing
every day that he’s not a scratch golfer.

Chelsea Clinton
Q. What did Chelsea do today?
The President. I think she looked around

here and went running. I don’t think she
went caving or anything as great as yesterday.

NOTE: The exchange began at 6:41 p.m. at the
Millbrook Resort. In his remarks, the President
referred to his golf opponents, club pro John Grif-
fin and publisher Mike Robson. Burton Shipley
is the husband of Prime Minister Jennifer Shipley
of New Zealand. A tape was not available for ver-
ification of the content of this exchange.

Proclamation 7220—National
Hispanic Heritage Month, 1999
September 14, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
During National Hispanic Heritage

Month, we reflect on the history of a people
who were part of this land long before the
birth of the United States. Hispanics were
among the earliest European settlers in the

New World, and Hispanics as a people—like
their many cultures—share a rich history and
great diversity. Hispanic Americans have
roots in Europe, Africa, and South and Cen-
tral America and close cultural ties to Mex-
ico, the Caribbean, Central America, South
America, and Spain. This diversity has
brought variety and richness to the mosaic
that is America and has strengthened our na-
tional character with invaluable perspective,
experiences, and values.

Through the years, Hispanic Americans
have played an integral role in our Nation’s
success in science, the arts, business, govern-
ment, and every other field of endeavor, and
their talent, creativity, and achievements
continue to energize our national life. For
example, Hispanic Americans serve as NASA
astronauts, including Dr. Ellen Ochoa, the
first Hispanic woman in space. Mario Molina
of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology
shared a Nobel Prize in chemistry for re-
search that raised awareness of the threat
that chlorofluorocarbons pose to the earth’s
protective ozone layer. Cuban-American
writer Oscar Hijuelos earned a Pulitzer Prize
for fiction.

The achievements of today’s Hispanic
Americans build upon a long tradition of con-
tributions by Hispanics in many varied fields.
Before Dr. Ochoa and other Hispanic Ameri-
cans began to explore the frontiers of space,
Hernando de Soto and Francisco Vásquez de
Coronado ventured into the vast uncharted
land of the New World. A thousand years
before Mario Molina calculated the effects
of human actions on the atmosphere, Mayan
priests accurately predicted solar and lunar
eclipses. And before Oscar Hijuelos de-
scribed a Cuban family’s emigration to 1940s
America, Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra gave
us the classic adventures of Don Quixote and
Sancho Panza.

Today, people of Hispanic heritage are an
increasingly important and growing segment
of our Nation’s population. Studies show
that, in just a few years, Hispanics will form
the largest minority group in the United
States. In little more than a decade, Hispanic
Americans will wield buying power of nearly
$1 trillion per year. And by the middle of
the next century, if population trends con-
tinue, almost one-fourth of our population
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will be Spanish-speaking. The success of
these citizens is vital to our continued na-
tional prosperity, and we must ensure that
they are empowered with the tools and op-
portunities they need to thrive in the next
century.

That is why my Administration has worked
to widen the circle of economic opportunity,
enforce our civil rights laws, invest in health
and education, and promote racial reconcili-
ation. We have launched a major initiative
to mobilize the resources and expertise of
the Federal Government, the private sector,
and local communities to end racial and eth-
nic disparities in health conditions and health
care. We established the first-ever Office of
Minority Health Research and Alternative
Medicine at the National Institutes of
Health. We also have sought to expand our
Hispanic Education Action Plan with an ad-
ditional $480 million for improving edu-
cational programs and institutions serving
high concentrations of Hispanic students. We
cannot seize the enormous opportunities of
the 21st century if a large percentage of our
children lack the skills and knowledge they
need to reach their full potential.

In honor of the many contributions that
Hispanic Americans have made and continue
to make to our Nation and our culture, the
Congress, by Public Law 100–402, has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue
annually a proclamation designating Septem-
ber 15 through October 15 as ‘‘National His-
panic Heritage Month.’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim September 15 through
October 15, 1999, as National Hispanic Her-
itage Month. I call upon government offi-
cials, educators, and the people of the United
States to honor this observance with appro-
priate ceremonies, activities, and programs,
and I encourage all Americans to rededicate
themselves to the pursuit of equality.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-nine, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 16, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 17.

Memorandum on the Working
Group on International Energy
September 14, 1999

Memorandum for the Assistant to the
President for Science and Technology

Subject: Working Group on International
Energy

The report of the President’s Committee
of Advisors on Science and Technology
(PCAST), Powerful Partnerships: The Fed-
eral Role in International Cooperation on
Energy Innovation, will help advance my Ad-
ministration’s goals for addressing energy-
linked economic, environmental, and secu-
rity challenges. As you point out in the syn-
thesis of the report, our window of oppor-
tunity for moving the world off of its current
energy trajectory—which entails higher con-
sumer costs, greater regional pollution, more
pronounced climate disruption, and increas-
ing risks to energy security—is closing fast.
Thus, we should act expeditiously on
PCAST’s recommendations for strengthen-
ing capacities for energy technology innova-
tion, promoting technologies to limit energy
demand and for a cleaner energy supply, and
improving management of the Federal inter-
national energy research and development
portfolio.

As a first step, I direct you to form a work-
ing group on international energy research,
development, demonstration, and deploy-
ment under the National Science and Tech-
nology Council, as recommended by PCAST.
The working group should build on the
PCAST report and assess the portfolio of pro-
grams underway in the Federal agencies and
develop a strategic vision, including budget
recommendations that can be considered in
agency requests for FY 2001.

Please commend John Holdren, the mem-
bers of his panel, and all of PCAST for its
fine report on this important matter.

William J. Clinton


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-02-10T11:39:42-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




