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in the Middle West. And another crazy guy
goes and shoots a bunch of kids at a Jewish
school and then guns down a Filipino post-
man in California.

You think about it. It is unbelievable that
at the dawn of a new millennium, where
technology is changing the way we work and
live and relate to each other and the rest of
the world more than at any time in history
by far, opening vistas of human possibilities
no one could have dreamed of a few years
ago, we are being paralyzed by primitive
hatreds.

And, therefore, I say to you the most im-
portant thing of all—more important than
the economic policy, more important than
anything else—is that our Nation stand for
the proposition that we believe in the innate
dignity and equality of every human being
and anybody who is law abiding and hard
working has a place at the American family
table. That is the most important thing of
all.

So what are we fighting about in Washing-
ton? The Congress—first, they wanted to
have a tax cut that would give away the entire
non-Social Security surplus, which they said
they could do without cutting anything. I ve-
toed that because it wasn’t true and it wasn’t
responsible. Now, their own Congressional
Budget Office says they’ve already spent $18
billion of the Social Security surplus this year,
which proves that the tax cut couldn’t be fi-
nanced. And all they’re doing, instead of
coming and trying to work it out with me,
is running television ads trying to say we’re
doing it even though we don’t have a majority
vote in Congress.

Meanwhile, today Barbara Boxer spent all
of her time fighting to keep our commitment
to give the funds to the States and the school
districts for 100,000 teachers so we can get
class size down in the early grades, with the
biggest student population we ever had in
1998—when the Congress passed it right be-
fore the election, all the Republicans went
out and said, ‘‘This is our kind of program:
no bureaucracy, no problems, great things,
smaller classes.’’ Now they’re trying to kill
it because they don’t want the Democratic
administration to have any achievement that
is demonstrable and tangible that changes
the lives of people. It is the smallest kind

of politics. And who cares what happens to
the kids?

So if you believe we have changed America
for the better, then you should know—a lot
of you have been my friends; you were there
for me in the beginning, and I’m not on the
ballot in the year 2000—but I want you to
understand something. All I feel about this
is gratitude. I am grateful that I had a chance
to serve. I am grateful that I had a chance
to play some role in this. But the reason we’re
around here after over 220 years is that prin-
ciples and ideas are more important than in-
dividuals.

And that’s why this Presidential race, that’s
why every Senate race, that’s why every
House race is so important. That’s why your
presence here is so important. So I implore
you—I thank you for being here. I thank you
for your contributions. It’s a long way be-
tween now and the year 2000, but I’m telling
you, every time you nodded your head to-
night on every single issue I mentioned,
there is a difference between where we stand
and where they stand. So you stand with us
and stand with us all the way until November
2000, and then we can make all of America
more full of the things that you celebrate
here in your own backyard.

Thank you, and God bless you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:20 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to re-
ception hosts Tom Adams and Jeanne Lavan; re-
ception cochairs Steve Westly, chief executive of-
ficer, eBay, and Chris Larsen, founder and chief
executive officer, E-Loan; Roy Romer, former
general chair, Beth Dozoretz, national finance
chair, and Joseph J. Andrew, national chair,
Democratic National Committee; Mr. Romer’s
wife, Bea, and Ms. Dozoretz’s husband, Ronald;
Larry Stone, Santa Clara County, CA, assessor;
and Bill Gates, chairman and chief executive offi-
cer, Microsoft Corp. This item was not received
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner in Palo Alto
October 1, 1999

Thank you very much. I am delighted to
be here in this beautiful home and this beau-
tiful tent. I think I should tell you that when
Eric and Wendy and their daughters have
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opened their home to us, they have also
opened their swimming pool to us. We’re on
top of the swimming pool; I say that not to
make you nervous—[laughter]—because we
all know that this is a community where tech-
nology reigns supreme. There will be no fail-
ure of the technology here.

You might be interested to know that the
White House press room, where you some-
times see me answering questions at brief-
ings, that’s also on a swimming pool. The
President used to have a swimming pool
there. And when President Nixon got in, he
thought that he should do something for the
press and give them closer access to the
White House, so he covered up the swim-
ming pool and gave it to the press, which
resulted in his getting a lot of really good
press as a result of that great and generous
gesture. [Laughter] I said that because I al-
ways like to see the reporters laugh, and
they’re over there. [Laughter]

I am delighted to be here. I thank Joe
Andrew and Beth Dozoretz and Governor
and Mrs. Romer and all the people from the
Democrat Party for being here. I’m glad
Congresswoman Anna Eshoo got home. I
don’t know when she got back, but they have
been voting like crazy for a long time. I want
to thank John and Ann Doerr and Sandy
Robertson and Scott Cook for their help on
this event tonight, as well.

Let me say, what we’re going to do tonight
is what I prefer to do, which is after we have
dinner, we’re just going to have a little con-
versation. And so I won’t speak very long.
I want to thank Eric for what he said. I have
tried to be a good President, to support the
growth and opportunities of this community,
although it is not true that I’m not techno-
logically challenged; I am. But I understand
a lot of things I can’t do. Most of you do,
too. So I try to understand well enough to
be a good President, and I’ve had an enor-
mous amount of help from the Vice Presi-
dent, from others, and from many people
here.

I think that a lot of people in this commu-
nity who have been working with us since
1991 would genuinely be surprised at how
very much influence and input you have had
in the decisions that we’ve tried to make for
America over the last 7 years. And you’ve

also had very articulate voices speaking up
for you, including Anna Eshoo, Zoe Lofgren,
Ellen Tauscher, and others, and I thank them
all.

The other thing that I would like to say
is that I am very grateful for the opportunity
I’ve had to serve as President, to have a
chance to help to give you the chance, and
people like you all over America the chance
to do all the marvelous things which have
occurred in the last 61⁄2 years. I especially
feel that way about the technology commu-
nity which represents—the high tech com-
munity represents about—directly—not indi-
rectly but directly, about 8 percent of our
economy, but 30 percent of our growth since
1993. And it’s something that you can be very
proud of.

So what I tried to do for this community—
I also was very mindful—was something we
were doing for all of America, that it would
benefit all of America, that it would lift our
country and broaden the horizons and possi-
bilities of the future for our children.

The last point I would like to make is this,
and I hope we can talk more about it inside.
The central issue for the American people
as citizens, as we head into a new election
season, and the first one in a long, long time
I haven’t been a direct part of, is not whether
we will vote for change, but what kind of
change we want to embrace.

You know here, as well as any group of
people in America, that avoiding change is
not an option; if we all do nothing, we’re
going to change because the way we work
and live and relate to each other and the rest
of the world is changing at a breathtaking
pace. So the question is, what deliberate de-
cisions will we make about the nature of
change that we hope to shape and we hope
to grasp?

The argument I’ve been trying to make
to the American people, I think with some
success, to the Democrats in Congress with
some success and to the Republicans in Con-
gress with more limited success, is that we
ought to identify the largest challenges facing
our country that we now are in a position
to grasp because of our current prosperity
and the projected financial lines that we see
in the future.
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The biggest ones, I believe, are, number
one, the demographic challenge caused by
the retirement of the baby boomers. We have
to lengthen the life of the Social Security
Trust Fund, as well as to make it easier for
people to have more private savings so that
when people my age and younger retire, the
baby boomers, we don’t bankrupt our kids
and undermine their ability to raise our
grandkids.

Number two, that requires not only Social
Security but some changes in Medicare as
well. Number two, we have to deal with the
education of the most diverse and the largest
group of schoolchildren in our history. Eric
told you that he was at the education summit
that the Governors had—the second one
over the last 4 years. It was the 10th anniver-
sary of the first education summit we had
at the University of Virginia when I rep-
resented the Democratic Governors and
President Bush was in office, and we set
goals.

And then we argued that there ought to
be standards to achieve those goals, and now,
when I became President, only 16 States, led
by Governor Romer, who was the leader of
the Governors on education, had really en-
forceable standards. Now 50 do—in 4 years.
That’s good. Only 11 States had real account-
ability for schools and teachers and students.
Now we still only have 16. So the next big
thing we’ve got to do is get more charter
schools out there, more options, and then as-
sist them where you end social promotion,
but give kids the support they need. And you
have to turn around failing schools or shut
them down, but there are options like charter
schools if the schools aren’t working. That’s
the next big frontier there, but that’s very
important.

The third big challenge I think we face
is the global environmental challenge. Many
of you in this room work on technologies
which demonstrate to you every day that
modern developments have broken the link
between economic growth and putting more
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. But
a lot of people don’t believe that.

A House subcommittee last year made us
spend something like $400,000 trying to de-
fend our position on global warming, which
was not taxes, not regulation; it was markets

and tax incentives to basically accelerate the
development and the widespread use of
available technologies that would grow the
economy while improving the environment.
And they think it’s some dark conspiracy to
take us back to the stone age economy. And
we see this all over the world, and it will
be a terrible problem for our children unless
we do something about it.

There’s a new book out by Paul Hawken,
and it’s called ‘‘Natural Capitalism,’’ that I
commend to all of you. No one could read
it and come away with any conclusion other
than we could actually accelerate the growth
of this economy if we got very serious about
energy conservation and the development of
alternative energy sources. We would accel-
erate, not slow down, the growth of the econ-
omy. So it’s a huge issue, I think.

The fourth thing that I would like to say
is I think that we have got to find a way to
sustain, to keep pushing the limits of the
business cycle. When I became President, I
was told by my own economists that if we
got the unemployment rate below 6 percent
for 6 months or more, we’d have inflation.
And it’s been below 4.5 percent for 2 years,
and we don’t have much. I don’t think we’ve
repealed all the laws of economics here. I
don’t even think you can do that. But what
we have done is to plug into the global econ-
omy and emerging technologies in a way that
make it possible to fundamentally change the
parameters of business cycles and the heaves
of supply and demand. In order to do that,
what I think we have to do, among other
things, in Government, is to keep paying
down the debt.

And I’ve given the Congress a proposal
that, if they would adopt it, would deal with
these other challenges I’ve mentioned, pro-
vide for a modest tax cut and still enable us
to get America out of debt by 2015 for the
first time since 1835. And I think it would
be very good economics, because with inter-
est rates set by global markets to have in
America a situation where the Government
wasn’t competing with you for money, and
we were going to have lower interest rates
for a generation, in my judgment would lead
to higher standards of living, more business
growth, more jobs, and a more stable future.
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So I think this idea of paying down the
debt, which sounds like a very old idea in
the context of the global economy, is actually
a new one. There are a few of you here in
this room that are almost as old as I am, and
anybody who is—certainly anybody who is
40 or over who went to college and took any
number of economics courses, was taught by
people that we ought to have a healthy
amount of debt; every country needed a cer-
tain amount of debt because you were always
borrowing to invest in the future.

Then, in the 12 years before I took office,
we borrowed just to put food on the table
as a government, which was a disaster. We
may need to do that again someday. But right
now, in this global economy, we’d be better
off getting out of debt.

The last point I want to make is, this is
something you should all ponder—no it’s not,
it’s the next to the last point I want to make
is—[laughter]—not everybody has partici-
pated in this economic growth. Yes, we’ve
got the lowest poverty rate in 20 years, the
lowest African-American poverty rate ever
recorded, the lowest Hispanic poverty rate
in 20 years, and I’m proud of all that. But
there is a huge number of working people
and their children in poverty and skirting on
the edges. They have not participated in this
recovery, and we just have to face that. Even
though unemployment is the lowest it’s been
in 29 years. And a lot of them are physically
isolated in inner cities and the Delta of the
Mississippi River and Appalachia and Indian
reservations. Technology can have a lot to
do with how we overcome that. But we have
got to find a way to bring enterprise to poor
people, because the distribution of intel-
ligence in this country is fairly even. We have
to figure out a way to make the distribution
of usable opportunity even enough to get a
core of enterprise in these poor areas here
and around the world.

This really is the last point. One of the
most ironic experiences I have had as Presi-
dent is that I have been privileged to work
with you and others to build a truly modern
economy for America, an economy for the
21st century. But so much of my leadership
in foreign and domestic policy has been re-
quired to deal with the emotional and prac-
tical and national security demands caused

by the eruption of primitive hatreds—from
Bosnia to the Middle East to Northern Ire-
land to African tribal warfare to the Okla-
homa City bombing to this whole spate of
the ethnic and racial and religious and anti-
gay violence we’ve had in America in the last
2 years.

It’s quite interesting, isn’t it? I mean, here
you are out here; all you think about is the
new millennium—you just gave me a book
about the these hard questions to ask about
the next thousand years. Isn’t it ironic that
the thing that’s holding us back most in ful-
filling our shared potential is our inability to
form a community around our common hu-
manity because of our vulnerability to man-
kind’s most ancient fears—the fear of the
other? And so I think we need to deal with
that.

I’m very proud that I believe my party is
on the right side of all those issues, and I
thank you for being here to help us tonight.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:35 p.m. to a pri-
vate residence. In this remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Eric and Wendy Schmidt; Joseph J.
Andrew, national chair, Beth Dozoretz, national
finance chair, and Roy Romer, former general
chair, Democratic National Committee; Mr.
Romer’s wife, Bea; attorney John Doerr and his
wife, Ann; Sandford Robertson, founder and
chair, Banc Robertson Stephens; and Scott Cook,
founder and director, Intuit, Inc. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
October 2, 1999

Good morning. Although my voice has
been a little hoarse, I want to speak with you
this morning about your voice, about how
you can make the difference this week to
help secure the vital health care protections
you’ve long deserved.

Like many of you, I’ve been appalled by
the tragic stories of men and women fighting
for their lives, and at the same time forced
to fight insurance companies focused only on
the bottom line. I’ve met the husbands and
wives of those who have died when insurance
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