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are absolutely critical to the survival of en-
dangered species. They are a source of clean,
fresh water for countless communities. They
offer unparalleled opportunities for hikers,
campers, hunters, anglers, and others to ex-
perience unspoiled nature. In short, these
lands bestow upon us unique and irreplace-
able benefits. They are a treasured inherit-
ance—enduring remnants of an
untrammeled wilderness that once stretched
from ocean to ocean.

Accordingly, I have determined that it is
in the best interest of our Nation, and of fu-
ture generations, to provide strong and last-
ing protection for these forests, and I am di-
recting you to initiate administrative pro-
ceedings to that end.

Specifically, I direct the Forest Service to
develop, and propose for public comment,
regulations to provide appropriate long-term
protection for most or all of these currently
inventoried ‘‘roadless’’ areas, and to deter-
mine whether such protection is warranted
for any smaller ‘‘roadless’’ areas not yet
inventoried. The public, and all interested
parties, should have the opportunity to re-
view and comment on the proposed regula-
tions. In the final regulations, the nature and
degree of protections afforded should reflect
the best available science and a careful con-
sideration of the full range of ecological, eco-
nomic, and social values inherent in these
lands.

I commend you, along with the Undersec-
retary for Natural Resources and the Envi-
ronment, Jim Lyons, the Chief of the Forest
Service, Michael Dombeck, and the entire
Forest Service for your leadership in
strengthening and modernizing the manage-
ment of our Federal forests—lands held by
us in trust for all Americans and for future
generations. With the new effort we launch
today, we can feel confident that we have
helped to fulfill and extend the conservation
legacy of Theodore Roosevelt and Gifford
Pinchot, and to ensure that the 21st century
is indeed a new century for America’s forests.

William J. Clinton

Statement on Floods and Mudslides
in Mexico
October 13, 1999

On behalf of the American people, I want
to express our deepest condolences to the
families of those who have lost their lives and
homes in the devastating floods and
mudslides in Mexico, which have taken hun-
dreds of lives and left tens of thousands of
people homeless. It was less than a month
ago that Hurricane Floyd brought flooding
to the States along our own East Coast, re-
minding us of the pain such tragedies can
bring and of the importance of neighbor
helping neighbor in times of crisis. In the
days ahead, our thoughts and prayers will be
with our good friends, the people of Mexico,
as they work to rebuild from these terrible
tragedies. As a people and a Government,
we stand ready to help in any way we can.

Statement on the Conclusion of the
Independent Counsel’s Investigation
of Secretary of the Interior
Bruce Babbitt
October 13, 1999

I am very pleased by today’s announce-
ment concerning Interior Secretary Bruce
Babbitt. As I said at the beginning of this
inquiry, Bruce Babbitt is a man of the highest
integrity, and I was convinced that he would
be vindicated. Secretary Babbitt’s record of
superb stewardship of our Nation’s lands
speaks for itself, and I look forward to his
continuing service to our country, its people,
and its extraordinary God-given resources.

Statement on Hate Crimes
Legislation
October 13, 1999

It has been a year since the murder of
Matthew Shepard, and 2 years since I first
proposed to strengthen the Nation’s hate
crime laws. During this time, hundreds of
Americans have been injured or killed, sim-
ply because of who they are. In response to
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this epidemic of violence, people around the
country have joined me in calling on Con-
gress to pass this important legislation.

Earlier this year, the Senate passed my leg-
islation, which, if enacted, would strengthen
current law by making it easier to prosecute
crimes based on race, color, religion, and na-
tional origin and by expanding coverage to
include crimes based on sexual orientation,
gender, and disability.

Congress has the opportunity to complete
work on that legislation and to send it to me
for signature. I call on Congress to do the
right thing and enact hate crime legislation
before the end of this session. The Nation
cannot afford to wait.

Statement on the Military
Coup d’Etat in Pakistan
October 13, 1999

The events in Pakistan this week represent
another setback to Pakistani democracy.
Pakistan’s interests would be served by a
prompt return to civilian rule and restoration
of the democratic process. I urge that Paki-
stan move quickly in that direction.

I am sending my Ambassador back to
Islamabad to underscore my view directly to
the military authorities and to hear their in-
tentions. I will also be consulting closely with
all concerned nations about maintaining
peace and stability in South Asia.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Telecommunications
Payments to Cuba
October 13, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 1705(e)(6) of the

Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, 22 U.S.C.
6004(e)(6), as amended by section 102(g) of
the Cuban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, Public Law 104–
114, 110 Stat. 785, I transmit herewith a
semiannual report ‘‘detailing payments made

to Cuba . . . as a result of the provision of
telecommunications services’’ pursuant to
Department of the Treasury specific licenses.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 13, 1999.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Food Aid Convention 1999 With
Documentation

October 13, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Food Aid Convention 1999,
which was open for signature at the United
Nations Headquarters, New York, from May
1 through June 30, 1999. The Convention
was signed by the United States June 16,
1999. I transmit also, for the information of
the Senate, the report of the Department of
State with respect to the Convention.

The Food Aid Convention 1999 replaces
the Food Aid Convention 1995. Donor mem-
bers continue to make minimum annual
commitments that can be expressed either
in the quantity or, under the new Conven-
tion, the value of the food aid they will pro-
vide to developing countries.

As the United States has done in the past,
it is participating provisionally in the Food
Aid Committee. The Committee granted the
United States (and other countries) a 1-year
extension of time, until June 30, 2000, in
which to deposit its instrument of ratification.

It is my hope that the Senate will give
prompt and favorable consideration to this
Convention, and give its advice and consent
to ratification by the United States at the ear-
liest possible date.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 13, 1999.
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