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restored there, while encouraging democracy
and economic reform in Indonesia. Finally,
this bill contains several sections that, if treat-
ed as mandatory, would encroach on the
President’s sole constitutional authority to
conduct diplomatic negotiations.

In sum, this appropriations bill under-
mines important American interests and ig-
nores the lessons that have been at the core
of our bipartisan foreign policy for the last
half century. Like the Senate’s recent vote
to defeat the Comprehensive Test Ban Trea-
ty, this bill reflects an inexcusable and poten-
tially dangerous complacency about the op-
portunities and risks America faces in the
world today. I therefore am returning this
bill without my approval.

I look forward to working with the Con-
gress to craft an appropriations bill that I can
support, one that maintains our commitment
to protecting the Social Security surplus,
properly addressing our shared goal of an
America that is strong at home and strong
abroad, respected not only for our leader-
ship, but for the vision and commitment that
real leadership entails. The American people
deserve a foreign policy worthy of our great
country, and I will fight to ensure that they
continue to have one.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 18, 1999.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission Report
October 18, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 307(c) of the En-

ergy Reorganization Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C.
5877(c)), I transmit herewith the Annual Re-
port of the United States Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, which covers activities that oc-
curred in fiscal year 1998.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 18, 1999.

Remarks on Arrival in Newark,
New Jersey, and an Exchange
With Reporters

October 18, 1999

Hurricane Floyd Disaster Relief Funding

The President. I want to begin my visit
to New Jersey by announcing several steps
our administration is taking, either today or
previously over the weekend, to deliver Fed-
eral assistance to the citizens in the commu-
nities of New Jersey that were hurt and are
recovering from the flood damage caused by
Hurricane Floyd. We’re doing all we can, and
I hope these steps will help.

Earlier today, I directed the Department
of Health and Human Services to release $5
million in LIHEAP funds to New Jersey for
energy-related damage caused by the hurri-
cane. The Low Income Energy Assistance
Program makes funds available for emer-
gency use to help at-risk families in times
of weather distress and in the aftermath of
natural disasters. The State can use the funds
for utility repairs, for furnace and air condi-
tioning replacement, for the removal of dam-
aged insulation, and for energy costs related
to the crisis.

Initially over the weekend, the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development
announced the early availability of approxi-
mately $34 million in HUD community de-
velopment block grants for the counties hit
hardest by Hurricane Floyd. These expedited
funds, which normally would have been re-
leased in January of 2000, can be used by
communities now for disaster recovery and
for repairs to both homes and businesses—
I know this has been a big issue up here—
as well as to water and sewer facilities.

Last, on Saturday the Federal Emergency
Management Agency announced a lump sum
rental assistance of up to $10,000 for individ-
uals whose homes were damaged in the hur-
ricane. We will continue to do all we can
to help, and I hope that these measures will
be particularly helpful. I have been following
this very closely. I know there’s been a lot
of concern up here, particularly from busi-
nesses who felt that they needed more help
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than just the low-interest loans could pro-
vide. So I hope this early release of commu-
nity development block grants will give them
the help that they need.

Budget Negotiations
Q. Mr. President, do you expect Repub-

licans to make any concessions at your budg-
et summit tomorrow?

The President. Well, I don’t know. What
I would like to see is the return to the spirit
of working together that we had in 1996 and
1997 and 1998. We had plenty of arguments,
but we banded together in all those 3 years
to pass good budgets. We passed the welfare
reform; we passed the Balanced Budget Act
of ’97; and we passed the remarkable budget
in 1998, that, among other things, contained
the 100,000 teachers. In the balanced budg-
et, we had the HOPE scholarships, which
have opened the doors of college to virtually
all Americans—first balanced budgets, back-
to-back, in 42 years. So there has been this
year something that I hoped we wouldn’t
have; there’s been a return almost to the
spirit they had in 1995. I don’t understand
that, and I thought that I did everything I
could to reach out my hand to them early
in the year to try to get the country back
together, and I still hope we’ll do that.

I still think that it’s almost inexplicable that
we’re going through these really good times,
and some people see good times as a luxury
to indulge in division and diversion. To me,
they impose an obligation to make the most
of them. So you know, I’m just going to reach
out a hand of friendship and hope that we
can work together. We’ve done it on one of
these bills, the VA/HUD bill—I think is quite
a good bill, based on what I understand of
it, and we can do it throughout, we can work
through all of this if we just have the right
attitude. I’m going to bring my right attitude
to the meeting.

Vieques Island
Q. Sir, have you had a chance to consider

the military’s report on the Vieques Island?
The President. I have not. I think it’s just

been released. But I do know that Secretary
Cohen said that he wanted to have further
discussions and to try to talk to the leaders
down in Puerto Rico, which is what I think

ought to be done. The best of all worlds here
would not only reach a good result, but it
would reach a good result in a good way,
and we would have a process which would
restore a sense of trust and partnership be-
tween Puerto Rico and the Pentagon. An
enormous number of Puerto Ricans have
served with great distinction in the American
Armed Forces, and to have the whole island,
starting with the Governor and Congressman
Romero-Barceló feel estranged from the
Pentagon, not only over this but over the way
the memorandum of understanding has de-
veloped since 1983, I think is a very bad
thing.

So it may be that something good can
come from this, and I think the fact that Sec-
retary Cohen wants to actively reach out to
the Governor and to that committee that has
been appointed down there and have further
discussions with them before making some
sort of final recommendation to me is quite
a good thing, and that’s what I’m looking for-
ward to.

Hurricane Floyd Disaster Relief Funding

Q. Mr. President, a lot of the frustration
of the people in New Jersey over the flood
situation is that—a lot of them have said this
to me—is that when natural disasters occur,
one, they’re given grants very quickly, but
they’re saying. ‘‘Hey, here we are in the
United States and we have to deal with loans,
SBA loans, and keep waiting and waiting.’’

The President. That’s why I gave this
community development block grant money
early. Because this money can be used as
grants to do this kind of work. And I’ve been
following this very closely. We spend a lot
of money, if you will, in grants in America,
but most of it is in repairing public facilities
and in helping people get through immediate
emergencies, which is about all we can do
overseas as well. But under unusual cir-
cumstances, we’ve seen this in other places.

In North Dakota, when they had that ter-
rible flood, you remember in Grand Forks,
we were able to release some community de-
velopment block grant funds, which they
were able to use not only for individuals but
also for businesses who were so devastated
that the low-interest loans were not enough.
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So I’m hoping that this announcement I’ve
made today will respond directly to what I
have heard from the people of New Jersey
needs to be done.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:37 p.m. at New-
ark International Airport. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Gov. Pedro Rosselló of Puerto Rico. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Remarks at a New Jersey Democratic
Assembly Dinner in Elizabeth, New
Jersey
October 18, 1999

Thank you. Well, first of all, ladies and
gentlemen, let me say I’m delighted to be
here in Ray Lesniak’s humble home. [Laugh-
ter] It’s a beautiful place; we have a beautiful
tent. It’s a gorgeous New Jersey evening.
When I got out of the airplane at the Newark
airport and I looked up in the sky, it was
just so beautiful. And I was so glad to be
here.

I thank Representative Menendez for
being here and for his friendship and support
and his representation of you in the Con-
gress. I thank Mayor Bollwage for hosting
us; and my good friend Mayor Sharpe James,
who is the only big city mayor in America
who’s also in the State Assembly—in the
State Senate—it’s liable to start a trend—
[laughter]—which if you’re a Democrat
would be a very good thing to do. [Laughter]
So, Sharpe, I think at the next mayors’ con-
ference you ought to suggest to all of our
other mayors they should run for the State
Senate or the State Assembly; it would be
a good thing.

Chairman Giblin, thank you for your work.
Senator Codey, Assemblywoman Weinberg,
and to all the other members of the Assembly
here, all the other mayors that are here. Mr.
Corzine, thank you for being here and for
offering yourself for public office.

I got tickled, you know, I’m always learn-
ing about New Jersey, and I love it. What
Ray didn’t say was that we had the biggest
improvement in our vote in the margin of
victory from ’92 to ’96 in New Jersey of any
State in the entire United States of America.
And I am so very grateful for that.

So here’s what I learned about New Jersey
politics tonight. Lesniak, the Pole—[laugh-
ter]—introduces Bob Janiszewski. Doria, the
Italian, pronounces it properly and calls him
Janiszewski. [Laughter] Now, that’s because
if you’re not in the family you’ve got to be
politically correct—[laughter]—but if you
are, you want to say the guy’s name in the
way that can get the most votes. [Laughter]
It was fascinating, I loved it.

Let me say, I met—you know, Bob had
me, in October of 1991, 8 years ago this
month, to the Hudson County Democratic
dinner. And I was hoarse, I could barely talk.
I thought, you know, I saw this guy and I
didn’t know whether he was going to bounce
me out of the room or put his arm around
me—and as strong as he is, I might not sur-
vive either one. [Laughter] And I wanted so
badly to make a good impression, I couldn’t
even talk. Maybe that’s why most of the peo-
ple there supported me; I don’t know.
[Laughter]

But since then, the friendships that I have
enjoyed here, the support that I have re-
ceived from here and the opportunity we’ve
had to work together has meant more to me
than I can say. And you’ve been so good to
me, to the Vice President, to our family in
the administration. I just can’t thank you
enough.

You might ask—Joe said, well, I’m the only
President that ever came here for the Assem-
bly candidates. Now, if I were running for
reelection you might understand that. What
am I doing here tonight? Well, if Ray Lesniak
asked me to empty my bank account—mea-
ger, though, it is—fly to Alaska to meet him
tomorrow morning, I’d probably do it. I feel
deeply indebted to him, and I’m glad his
wonderful family is here tonight.

But I came here tonight not only out of
a sense of gratitude and indebtedness to peo-
ple like Joe and so many others here who
have helped me over the years, but also be-
cause I think this is quite important. And I’d
like to ask you just to take a few minutes
with me and think about where our country
has come from, where we are now, and
where we’re going, and how these Assembly
races fit into it.

You know, when I ran for President in
1992, it’s almost impossible to remember
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