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mad one day, and then you made the con-
servatives mad the next day. You made every-
body mad at you.

I was a young politician trying to get elect-
ed to Congress. Thank God I failed. [Laugh-
ter] Otherwise I would have never become
President, probably. But I want you to know
something personal. It was easy for us to
criticize you, because we were caught up in
the moment. You didn’t get caught up in the
moment, and you were right. You were right
for the controversial decisions you made to
keep the country together, and I thank you
for that.

So it is our common honor to thank these
people for their contributions for America
and my pleasure now to ask the Speaker and
Senator Thurmond to join me as we present
them the Congressional Gold Medal.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:02 p.m. in the
rotunda at the Capitol. In his remarks, he referred
to Gov. John Engler of Michigan; U.S. Special
Envoy Richard C. Holbrooke; former Senator Bob
Dole, and his wife Elizabeth; former Representa-
tive Robert H. Michel; and former Secretary of
Defense Melvin R. Laird. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of the former President Gerald R.
Ford, former First Lady Betty Ford, and Speaker
J. Dennis Hastert.

Statement on the Attack at the
Armenian Parliament

October 27, 1999

I am shocked and saddened by today’s
armed attacks in the Armenian Parliament.
I condemn this senseless act against individ-
uals actively engaged in building democracy
in their country. The victims and their fami-
lies are in our thoughts and prayers.

The United States has built strong ties with
Armenia, focused on helping the Armenian
people build a prosperous, secure, and
democratic future. At this time of tragedy,
we renew our support for the Armenian peo-
ple and their leaders as they continue to build
on the principles that today’s victims have
so courageously embodied.

Joint Declaration by President
William Jefferson Clinton and
European Commission President
Romano Prodi
October 27, 1999

1. President Clinton and President Prodi
held a wide-ranging discussion on 27 Octo-
ber about the prospects for launching a new
Round of trade negotiations in the World
Trade Organization (WTO) next month at
Seattle. There was an essential overlap of in-
terests and a desire to collaborate closely to
bridge remaining differences.

2. They recalled the EU–U.S. Bonn Dec-
laration of June 1999, where we agreed that
‘‘together we can advance our shared values,
our common security and our mutual pros-
perity more effectively than either of us
alone. Together . . . we can face . . . the
complexity of ensuring that democracy and
free markets improve tangibly the lives of
people in a rapidly globalizing world.’’

3. Mindful of the essential role played by
the multilateral trading system in supporting
over the last 50 years the greatest economic
expansion in history and more recently in
containing the adverse impacts of economic
downturns in Asia and elsewhere, the two
leaders agreed to strive to secure agreement
in Seattle to launch a new Round of global
trade negotiations.

4. Their discussions concentrated on the
possible topics for a new Round and how to
provide momentum for a successful launch
at Seattle. Not only agriculture and services,
but a number of other issues need to be in-
cluded, to meet the U.S. and EU’s respective
interests and those of our partners, but also
to ensure that the WTO continues to be a
leading part of the solution to the problems
that will confront the global economy in the
next century. In this respect, they discussed
topics such as comprehensive market access;
greater coherence in international economic
policy making to complement and enhance
the work underway in the Bretton Woods in-
stitutions and other UN agencies; govern-
ment procurement (including transparency
and market access); foreign direct invest-
ment; electronic commerce (including exten-
sion of the moratorium agreed last May);
competition; trade facilitation; trade-related
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