
2224 Nov. 1 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

if they made agreements about the modali-
ties under which they will proceed—the pro-
cedures, the process, how it’s going to oper-
ate—so that we can move into and then
through these decisions in a timely fashion.

There’s no way in the world they can come
here and agree in talks with me on the big
issues. You know what all the big issues are.
That’s why they’re final status issues. But if
we can get everybody sort of focused on what
it would take to get there within the time
allotted, the time they have allotted them-
selves, then I think that that would be a very
good thing, indeed.

Keep in mind, you have here leaders who
have demonstrated their commitment to
peace and demonstrated their willingness to
take risks. And you also have leaders who
have been supported by their people for tak-
ing those risks. So I don’t think this is a time
for handwringing. But when you have a lot
of implementation, like you did recently with
the Wye modified agreement, and then you
have the prisoners release, you have the port
decision going forward, you have the safe
passage open, you have some settlements
closed and not all settlements closed—what
it does is, it whets everyone’s appetite, on
the one hand, for more to be done; and it
also builds in a little bit of a resistance to
more being done. It’s like, ‘‘I’m tired; I did
this last week,’’ you know? And what we’ve
got to do is to create a renewed energy to
make the process continuous, until you work
all the way through to the end.

Prime Minister Bondevik. I’m sorry, I
just have to end up by saving that I know
that you have been informed that I could be
to your disposal after the President has left
this building. Unfortunately, because we are
on overtime for the luncheon at the Royal
Castle, I also have to leave now. But I can
be to your disposal at the Grand Hotel at
2:15, approximately, and tell you even more
about our discussions.

We have, of course, also discussed the situ-
ation in Chechnya, our relations to Russia.
We have found that we have very much in
common regarding the priorities in foreign
policy, combating poverty, promoting human
rights, preventing conflicts. And I feel that

our meeting has served to strengthen the al-
ready close ties between our two nations.

Thank you so much.

NOTE: The remarks began at 12 p.m. in the Prime
Minister’s Office. In his remarks, the President
referred to King Harald V of Norway; former
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and current
Prime Minister Ehud Barak of Israel; and Chair-
man Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority.
A portion of these remarks could not be verified
because the tape was incomplete..
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and Prime Minister Kjell Bondevik

November 1, 1999

We share concern about the growing prob-
lem of trafficking in women for the purpose
of placing them into slavery-like conditions.
This is a problem worldwide, although traf-
ficking in women within the OSCE area has
come more into focus recently. The need to
address this issue in the Nordic-Baltic region
also arose as one of the recommendations of
the Reykjavik conference on Women and
Democracy. We attach great importance to
cooperation between our two countries to
focus on the need to combat this problem.

It is important to focus on the economic
and social structures that give rise to prostitu-
tion and sexual exploitation, and to find
methods to empower the women involved.

Norway is proposing to host a conference
next spring on trafficking in the OSCE area.
The aim would be to (1) develop national
and international policies to combat traffick-
ing and (2) to design and put into practice
joint action.

The issue should also be addressed at the
OSCE Summit in Istanbul. Norway, in its ca-
pacity as OSCE Chairmanship, is actively
considering the possibility of an event focus-
ing on trafficking on the margins of the Sum-
mit.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.
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Remarks at a Luncheon Hosted by
King Harald V of Norway in Oslo

November 1, 1999

I must say, Your Majesty, that is a much
more elegant fanfare than I normally get be-
fore I speak. [Laughter] Thank you for
hosting me and all of our American company
here. To both of you, we are honored to be
in your presence. And I am deeply honored
to be the first sitting American President to
visit your wonderful country.

The United States and Norway are allies
and friends. Our friendship is rooted, of
course, in our common shared interests and
our common shared values; also, a remark-
able textured, shared history. Vikings from
these shores were among the first Europeans
to walk the shores of North America. Since
July 4th, 1825, when the first Norwegian ship
sailed for the United States, millions of Nor-
wegians seeking freedom and opportunity
have, as His Majesty has noted, contributed
immensely to our society.

I think it’s worth noting a few of them,
for their descendants include many lumi-
naries from our past and present: national
leaders from Congressman Sabo’s home
State, like Walter Mondale and Hubert
Humphrey; great jurists like the late Chief
Justice Earl Warren; great thinkers like
Thorstein Veblen; giants of entertainment
like Jimmy Cagney; sports heroes like Knute
Rockne; and, of course, Secretary Albright’s
predecessor, Warren Christopher.

Today, there are almost as many people,
perhaps even more people of Norwegian de-
scent in the United States than in Norway.
So, most of all, I suppose I should be here,
simply thanking you for the precious gift of
your people.

Our two nations have also shared the his-
tory of some of the darkest days of this cen-
tury when the royal family, as the King has
said, spent the years of the war living in the
United States, including several weeks in the
White House. I must say one of the most
interesting experiences I have had as Presi-
dent in my entire tenure was having the op-
portunity to welcome you back to the White
House, where you were as a small boy. I hope
someday someone will welcome me back in

that fashion—[laughter]—but I won’t have
quite the memories you do.

President Roosevelt’s last formal state-
ment, just 3 days before his death, was a
statement in praise of the people of Norway
and the people of Denmark for their courage
during the occupation. The King said that
he remembered standing behind President
Roosevelt during his fourth inauguration. At
the time, the war was still going on. The
President was not feeling well, and so, at the
insistence of his advisers, he agreed to be
inaugurated actually inside the White House.
It is the only time in the entire history of
our country that a President was inaugurated
in the White House. Lucky enough for us,
it enabled a young man to stand behind him,
and to carry a memory for more than half
a century.

In President Roosevelt’s fourth inaugural
address, he summed up the lessons learned
from the war. He said this: ‘‘We have learned
that we cannot live alone at peace; that our
own well-being is dependent on the well-
being of other nations far away. We have
learned that, to be citizens of the world, we
have learned to be members of the human
community. We have learned the simple
truth, as Emerson said, the only way to have
a friend is to be one.’’

Those words still ring true today—in the
United States, in Norway, in the Middle
East. Let us do all we can to remind all those
in positions of influence, within our countries
and beyond our borders, that we share a
common destiny, and the only way to have
a friend is to be one.

We also share an important history in the
recent past, that I would be remiss if I did
not comment upon briefly. In this decade,
America and Norway have stood side by side
as allies and friends to fight ethnic cleansing
in the Balkans, to prevent the spread of dan-
gerous weapons, to promote human rights,
and of course, to build peace in the Middle
East. That is our focus this week. And again
I thank our Norwegian hosts for all they have
done to make the talks that we will have
today and tomorrow possible.

Once, Franklin Roosevelt said that any na-
tion seeking to resist tyranny and build de-
mocracy need only, and I quote, ‘‘look to
Norway.’’ It remains just as true today. Free
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