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Clerides of Cyprus and Turkish Cypriot lead-
er Denktash have accepted an invitation to
start proximity talks in New York on Decem-
ber 3. The goal of the talks is to prepare the
ground for meaningful negotiations leading
to a comprehensive settlement of the Cyprus
problem.

The talks will be held under U.N. auspices.
They will go forward without precondition.
They will focus on the substantive issues that
divide the parties. The United States will
work closely with the Secretary-General to
ensure that the talks are productive.

This summer the United States took the
lead in calling on the United Nations to con-
vene Cyprus talks. Ever since, together with
our European allies and the U.N., we have
been intensively engaged in an effort to bring
the parties back to the negotiating table after
a stalemate of more than 2 years. I am
pleased that these efforts—including my
meeting with Turkish Prime Minister Ecevit
at the White House, Secretary Albright’s con-
versation with President Clerides, and a
month of shuttle diplomacy by my Special
Envoy, Al Moses—have helped to produce
this result.

These Cyprus talks can bring us one step
closer to a lasting peace. A negotiated settle-
ment is the best way to meet the fundamental
interests of the parties—including real secu-
rity for all Cypriots and an end to the island’s
division.

The Cyprus problem has been with us for
far too long. It will not be resolved overnight.
But today we have new hope. I ask the par-
ties to approach this opportunity with good
faith—and the determination to build for all
the people of Cyprus a future that is brighter
than the past.
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The President. Thank you very much.
Good morning. Ambassador Parris, it’s hard
for me to say—you may know, Mark worked
for us in the White House for a long time
and, you know, it’s difficult for me to be suffi-
ciently respectful of him now that he’s here
with this vast array of support. [Laughter] I

do want to thank you, Mark, and all of you
for the wonderful job you’ve done under par-
ticularly adverse circumstances. And I thank
Ambassador Albright for her representation
of the United States here in Turkey, after
the terrible first earthquake.

World Trade Organization Talks in
China

I think I should give you an explanation
for why we’re running a little late this morn-
ing. We have been up late last night and early
this morning, following the 11th hour of ne-
gotiations between the United States and
China. And I am pleased to say that the
United States and the People’s Republic of
China have now successfully concluded a
strong accession agreement for China to
enter the World Trade Organization.

This agreement is a major step forward in
bringing China into the WTO, and a pro-
foundly important step in the relationship be-
tween the United States and China——

[At this point, there was technical difficulty
with the room’s lighting.]

The President. Somebody apparently
doesn’t like it very much. [Laughter] Have
we put too much strain on the lights?
[Laughter] Yeah, what do you say? Can you
guys pick this up with this light if I go on?
Okay.

The China-WTO agreement is good for
the United States; it’s good for China; it’s
good for the world economy. Today China
embraces principles of economic openness,
innovation, and competition that will bolster
China’s economic reforms and advance the
rule of law. President Jiang Zemin and Pre-
miere Zhu Rongji have shown genuine lead-
ership in committing China to open its mar-
kets and abide by global rules of fair trade.
In opening the economy of China, the agree-
ment will create unprecedented opportuni-
ties for American farmers, workers, and com-
panies to compete successfully in China’s
market, while bringing increased prosperity
to the people of China.

The trade agreement is part of a broader
agreement, designed to bring China into
global systems on issues from nonprolifera-
tion to regional security to environmental
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protection to human rights. With this agree-
ment, the overall relationship between our
countries is strengthened.

I want to thank profusely our United
States Trade Ambassador, Charlene
Barshefsky; my National Economic Adviser,
Gene Sperling; and the entire United States
negotiating team, including USTR officials
Robert Novick and Robert Cassidy, for their
hard work and dedication.

On the basis of this excellent agreement,
I will do my best, working with other coun-
tries, to gain China’s entry into the WTO and
undertake an all out effort to work with our
Congress to secure permanent, normal trade
relations with China. This is a very good day
for American diplomacy.

American Embassy
Let me say again to all of you here in Tur-

key, during the recent earthquake, and even
in the last few days, when we have seen the
terrible news of the other quake, it has been
profoundly moving to me to know that our
Embassy was involved with the people of
Turkey on a human level, as well as on a
political and diplomatic level. I am grateful
for the work that Mission personnel here
have done to raise money to aid victims of
the quake, to organize trips, to give out food,
clothing, and other supplies. I understand
one of your Embassy employees, Azize
Ozturk, has been particularly active in that,
and I thank you very much.

I hope that the visit that we’re making this
week will inspire more Americans at home
to join your efforts to help the people of Tur-
key recover from these natural disasters.

I’d also like to say a special word of appre-
ciation for the role any of you have played
in the warming of relationships between Tur-
key and Greece. You know, I have long sup-
ported the entry of Turkey into the European
Union. I have long supported the alliance of
the West with Turkey. But I have always be-
lieved that ultimately there had to be a rec-
onciliation between Turkey and Greece and
a resolution of the major issues in the Aegean
in order for the long-term success of this
dream that we all share to be assured.

Every day, everything you do, in ways
small and large, to build the bonds between
our two people is very important. If you look

at a map of the world and imagine the future
in the 21st century, I think it is ironic and
interesting that this country, at the center of
the Ottoman Empire, played such a large
role for centuries through the empire, and
then in the way that empire broke up after
World War I and before—just before and
after World War I—and the way the 20th
century worked out. I think if you look at
the map and underlying political realities,
still Turkey is going to have a great deal to
do with the way the world is in the 21st cen-
tury.

It is very important that we maintain our
partnership and our friendship and to con-
tinue to make progress on those issues that
are so important to all of us.

Finally, let me say to all of you who work
here at the Embassy, both Americans and
Turkish nationals, I am very proud of your
work—the daily work you do, which may or
may not grab the headlines. I understand that
one of your employees, Sait Otus, just retired
after 45 years with the United States Govern-
ment, beginning with USAID in 1954, trans-
ferring to USIS in 1974. Thank you for those
45 years. We are very grateful to you.

Now, in closing, I would like to present
to all of you at the United States Embassy
here, the State Department’s Superior
Honor Award, recognizing your extraor-
dinary efforts and accomplishments, from co-
ordinating relief after the earthquakes to ad-
vancing our objectives in the region to pre-
paring for this visit which, in some ways, may
be the biggest headache of all. [Laughter]

Congratulations, Mr. Ambassador.
We are adjourned. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 10 a.m. in the Em-
bassy. In his remarks, he referred to U.S. Ambas-
sador to Turkey Mark R. Parris.
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Thank you very much, Mr. President, Mrs.
Demirel, distinguished friends. I thank you
for your reception and for the invitation to
come to Turkey. I’m delighted to be here
in a place I have wanted to visit for a very
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