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his crimes. The people of Afghanistan have
already paid a high price in isolation because
of the Taliban’s continued harboring of this
terrorist, and that toll will now increase. It
is time for the Taliban to heed the will of
the United Nations and end the threat of ter-
rorism that emanates from within Afghani-
stan.

Proclamation 7250—America
Recycles Day, 1999
November 15, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Recycling is one of the great success sto-

ries in America’s crusade to protect our envi-
ronment and preserve our natural resources.
Americans have undergone a fundamental
change in attitude about recycling during the
past 4 decades. Where most Americans and
many industries were once unmindful of our
resources and careless in disposing of waste
materials, people across our country now rec-
ognize the importance of recycling and have
made it part of their daily routines. In 1996
alone, recycling nationwide diverted a total
of 57 million tons of material away from land-
fills and incinerators—more than a quarter
of our country’s annual municipal solid waste.

Nonetheless, the recycling process is com-
plete only when recovered materials return
to the market as new products for purchase
by consumers. The most effective way we can
ensure the continued success of recycling in
America is to expand markets for products
that contain recycled materials. Buying recy-
cled products conserves resources, reduces
water and air pollution, saves energy, and
creates jobs. Producing 1 ton of paper from
recycled pulp saves 17 trees, 3 cubic yards
of landfill space, and 7000 gallons of water.
It also reduces air pollutants by 60 pounds,
saves 390 gallons of oil, and conserves 4200
kilowatt hours of energy—enough to heat a
home for half a year. Estimates show that
9 jobs are created for every 15,000 tons of
solid waste recycled into new products.

The U.S. Government has helped promote
recycling by purchasing recycled-content
products—in fiscal 1997 alone, we purchased

$354 million worth of such products. In Sep-
tember of 1998, I was proud to sign Execu-
tive Order 13101—Greening the Govern-
ment Through Waste Prevention, Recycling,
and Federal Acquisition—which directed all
Federal agencies to expand and strengthen
the Federal Government’s dedication to re-
cycling and to buying products made with
recycled content. This responsible use of
Government purchasing power will not only
help the environment, but will also stimulate
the growth of clean industries in the 21st cen-
tury.

America Recycles Day unites business and
industry, environmental and civic groups,
and local, State, and Federal Government
agencies to encourage recycling. This part-
nership challenges all businesses and con-
sumers in America to increase their pur-
chases of recycled products, to boost their
recycling efforts, and to start new recycling
programs. The theme for this year’s observ-
ance—‘‘For Our Children’s Future . . . Buy
Recycled Today’’—reminds us of the pro-
found and long-term implications of the ac-
tions we take today. By using products with
recycled content and creating new markets
for such products, we will conserve America’s
precious natural resources for the benefit of
generations to come.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 15,
1999, as America Recycles Day. I urge all
Americans to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities and to take
personal responsibility for the environment
not only by recycling, but also by choosing
to purchase and use products made from re-
cycled materials.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fifteenth day of November, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 16, 1999]
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NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on November 17.

Remarks on Receiving the Order of
the State of the Turkish Republic
Award in Ankara
November 15, 1999

First of all, let me thank you for this beau-
tiful Order of State award. You know, in my
country, they give you these awards normally
when you’re one step away from death.
[Laughter] It’s quite a wonderful thing to re-
ceive one when at least you still feel quite
normal. [Laughter] And particularly, an
award that symbolizes our shared values and
the long friendship between our two coun-
tries, one that goes back in many ways to
the beginning of our country and, clearly, for
the last 50 years, back to the beginning of
the Truman Doctrine and the commitment
of the United States to the security and integ-
rity of Turkey.

In these last 50 years, we have been part-
ners from Korea to Kosovo, against aggres-
sion and oppression, and as we look ahead
to the future, we will have many opportuni-
ties for richer and deeper partnerships.

I would just briefly observe that it is an
irony of history that we are on the edge of
a new millennium—which will be shaped by
unbelievable advances in technology, an ex-
plosion in information, and great leaps for-
ward in science—but the biggest problem
the world has is that everywhere people are
too much in the grip of the oldest difficulty
of human societies: We still are prone to fear
people who are different than ourselves.

And so, all across the world, we see ethnic,
racial, religious conflicts. We see people re-
membering old reasons for geopolitical dif-
ficulties, when new opportunities for co-
operation are staring them right in the face.
And it is for those of us who are moving into
this new millennium to leave our children
a more unified vision of human society and
of human cooperation across national lines,
one that gives all children, without regard to
their station or birth, a chance to live up to
their dreams—boys and girls alike; Muslims,
Jews, Christians alike; people who come from
any part of the world.

I hope that we can be faithful, Turkey and
the United States, to the ideals and dreams
of our founders and, together, leave that leg-
acy of a unifying vision of human life.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 7:50
p.m. in the Reception Hall at the Presidential Pal-
ace. The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of Presi-
dent Suleyman Demirel of Turkey.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted
by President Demirel in Ankara
November 15, 1999

President and Mrs. Demirel, Prime Min-
ister and Mrs. Ecevit, to the government coa-
lition partners, the other parliamentary lead-
ers, Mr. Speaker, distinguished Turkish and
American friends.

Let me begin by thanking you, Mr. Presi-
dent, for the wonderful reception. I am de-
lighted to see so many friends of our two
countries at a moment of great optimism for
our relationship, tempered by great sadness
over the tragedy of the earthquakes you have
suffered.

President Eisenhower visited Turkey for
a day in 1959. President Bush came for 2
days in 1991. I am proud to be spending 5
days here. Every visit seems to be twice as
long as the last one. [Laughter] The good
news is, our partnership is becoming more
important every year. The bad news is that
if American Presidents keep this up, some
day one of us will not be welcome here.
[Laughter]

Our relations go back to the beginning of
the United States. Not long after our country
was created, a high official, the Grand Senor,
at what was then Constantinople, saw a ship
flying the American flag sail into the harbor.
Because the flag with stars on it was consid-
ered to be a lucky sign, he predicted then
that the people of Turkey and the United
States would enjoy a long friendship. Now,
his prophecy has come to pass.

Our friendship deepened more than 50
years ago, when another ship sailed into the
Bosphorus. I’m told that every citizen of your
country then alive remembers the day the
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