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need for planting. Vitally needed funds are
included to help low-income rural families
and farm laborers repair and replace housing
damaged by Hurricane Floyd, and low-inter-
est loans will be available to repair and re-
place farm structures and equipment lost in
the storm. In addition, $186 million is in-
cluded for additional crop loss payments
across the country, including areas in the
East that suffered through one of the worst
droughts in memory. The bill also provides
funding to implement the mandatory live-
stock price reporting authority included in
the Agriculture Appropriations Act, which
will make the livestock market more trans-
parent and particularly help small producers
get a fair price for their livestock in the mar-
ket.

Authorization Bills/Other Issues
The bill also includes a provision that

would delay the Department of Health and
Human Services’s Organ Procurement and
Transplantation Network Final Rule for a
minimum of 42 days from the bill’s effective
date. This Final Rule is in response to my
Administration’s belief that the current organ
allocation policies by the Organ Procurement
and Transplantation Network are inequitable
because patients with similar severities of ill-
ness are treated differently, depending on
where they may live or at which transplant
center they may be listed.

The Satellite Home Viewer Improvement
Act—part of the Intellectual Property and
Communications Omnibus Reform Act of
1999—will increase the ability of satellite
companies to compete against cable compa-
nies, and will result in more customer choice,
lower prices, and increased access to local
news and information. This Act puts the TV
remote control back into consumers’ hands
and competition at their fingertips. In addi-
tion, the patent reform legislation that the
Administration has fought for will help meet
the needs of America’s inventors and entre-
preneurs. It strengthens protection in a num-
ber of ways: it extends the term of a patent
when there is an administrative delay in the
patent process; it requires the timely domes-
tic publication of patent applications that are
also filed abroad; and it reinvents the Patent
and Trademark Office as a performance-

based organization to better serve America’s
entrepreneurs and innovators.

Unfortunately, the Congress did not fund
my additional request to protect the Nation’s
critical computer and information based in-
frastructures from a growing threat of cyber
attack from hostile nations, terrorists, or
criminals.

In order that $68 million in interest ac-
crued by the Abandoned Mine Land Fund
(to be transferred to the United Mine Work-
ers of America Combined Benefits Fund—
designated by the Congress as an emergency
requirement) not be scored against the dis-
cretionary spending caps, I hereby designate
that amount as an emergency requirement
pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985, as amended. I will shortly
be designating other funds in this legislation
as emergency requirements.

Finally, there are several provisions in the
bill that purport to require congressional ap-
proval before Executive Branch execution of
aspects of the bill. I will interpret such provi-
sions to require notification only, since any
other interpretation would contradict the Su-
preme Court ruling in INS vs. Chadha.

William J. Clinton

The White House
November 29, 1999.

NOTE: H.R. 3194, approved November 29, was
assigned Public Law No. 106–113. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on November 30.

Memorandum on an International
Family Planning Waiver
November 29, 1999

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: International Family Planning
Waiver

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 599D(c) of the Foreign Operations,
Export Financing, and Related Programs Ap-
propriations Act, 2000, as enacted by section
1000(a)(2) of Division B of H.R. 3194, the
Consolidated Appropriations Act for Fiscal
Year 2000, I hereby waive the restrictions
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contained in subsection 599D(b) to the full
extent authorized by subsection 599D(c).
This waiver shall take effect immediately and
shall continue until the expiration of sub-
section 599D(b).

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this waiver to the Committee on Ap-
propriations and the Committee on Foreign
Relations of the Senate and the Committee
on Appropriations and the Committee on
International Relations of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 30.

Remarks Prior to Departure for
San Francisco, California, and an
Exchange With Reporters
November 30, 1999

Parental Leave
The President. Hello. Thank you. Good

morning, ladies and gentleman. The people
here with me at the podium are, obviously,
Secretary Herman, but also Katie and Eric
Banks and their son, Collin, of Fairfax, Vir-
ginia; Jonathan and Teresa Graham, and
their two children, from Baltimore; Darsie
Cahall and James Baker, and their three chil-
dren, from Takoma Park, Maryland.

I’ll say a little more about them in a mo-
ment. You can see this is a family event.
[Laughter] We’ve orchestrated the children.

Before I leave for the World Trade Orga-
nization meeting on the West Coast, I want
to talk a little about how we’re using the
strength of our economy to help strengthen
working families.

Yesterday I signed a budget that maintains
the fiscal responsibility that has given us what
will be in February the longest economic ex-
pansion in our history and at the same time
lives up to the values of the American people.
We have no higher value than family, but
too many of our families are having trouble
balancing the demands of home and work.
Today I’m using my Executive order—au-

thority—to give these parents new tools to
succeed at home and on the job.

The surging technology and soaring pros-
perity we currently enjoy are the result of
a lot of hard work and very long hours by
the American people. In fact, today many
working parents are forced to make the unac-
ceptable choice between being good workers
and good parents. Too often, in our round-
the-world, round-the-clock economy, there
just don’t seem to be enough hours in the
day for parents to do what they need to do.
That’s why we’ve worked hard to help par-
ents balance work and family.

Last May I asked Secretary Herman to de-
velop new ways to address this problem.
Today I’m announcing a proposed Labor De-
partment rule that lets States use their unem-
ployment insurance to offer paid leave to new
parents. This initiative is totally voluntary for
States. It helps them empower more working
parents, like the ones standing with me
today. With this act, the United States joins
the rest of the world’s advanced economies,
all of whom already have some form of paid
leave for parents.

When little Collin was born, his mother,
Katie, was working as a waitress; his dad was
working as a head electrical technician for
a small company. Unfortunately, he was born
ill and had to be in intensive care for several
weeks. Katie took unpaid leave and eventu-
ally quit her job to be with her son. Collin’s
dad, Eric, wanted to take leave but couldn’t
afford to do so. Once Collin was well enough,
Katie looked for and, fortunately, landed an-
other job. But both Katie and her husband
would have and should have been able to
take paid leave to care for their son. That’s
what this parental leave initiative is all about.

I believe giving States the flexibility to ex-
periment with paid employment leave is one
of the best things we can do to strengthen
our families and help new mothers and fa-
thers meet their responsibilities both at home
and at work.

State flexibility and the voluntary nature
of this effort are key to its success. In our
strong economy, we hope States will take ad-
vantage of this new option, and we believe
those that do will balance this new benefit
with the imperative of maintaining a fiscally
sound unemployment insurance program.
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