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achieve our broader national goals. Your re-
port correctly points out the importance of
successfully flying the remaining current
fleet of expendable launch vehicles already
on contract, with missions valued at more
than $20 billion, while assuring mission suc-
cess during the transition from these current
systems to the modernized Evolved Expend-
able Launch Vehicles.

Thank you again for the hard work and
dedication of the government-industry team
in uncovering the technical and management
problems associated with these launch fail-
ures. Please implement appropriate actions
to correct the causes of the failures and en-
sure our nation’s ability to reliably access
space in the future.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This item was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on December 1. An original
was not available for verification of the content
of this letter.

Proclamation 7257—National Drunk
and Drugged Driving Prevention
Month, 1999
November 30, 1999

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Drivers who operate motor vehicles while

under the influence of alcohol or drugs are
one of our Nation’s greatest public safety
risks; those drivers take advantage of the
privilege of driving without assuming the cor-
responding responsibility of driving safely. In
1996 alone, more than 46 million Americans
drove their cars within 2 hours of using
drugs, alcohol, or both, causing death or in-
jury to themselves and thousands of others
each year.

Thanks to the grassroots activism of orga-
nizations such as Mothers Against Drunk
Driving, greater public awareness of the dan-
gers of impaired driving, and stronger laws
and stricter enforcement, we have made
progress in our efforts to keep drunk and
drugged drivers off the road and reduce alco-
hol-related fatalities. Last year, the number
of people killed in alcohol-related crashes

reached a record low, and the number of
young people killed in such accidents fell to
the lowest rate ever recorded. But as anyone
who has lost a loved one to an alcohol-related
crash will attest, one impaired driver on the
road is one too many.

That is why safety continues to be my Ad-
ministration’s top transportation priority, and
that is why we remain committed to elimi-
nating drunk and drugged driving. Because
research shows that the risk of a fatal car
crash significantly increases when a driver’s
blood alcohol content (BAC) exceeds .08, I
continue to challenge the Congress to enact
a tough national standard of impaired driving
at .08 BAC. In support of this goal, last July
Vice President Gore announced incentive
grants totaling $57 million to 17 States and
the District of Columbia for lowering the
legal threshold for drunk driving to .08 BAC.
These grants make up part of the more than
$500 million in Federal grants authorized
under the Transportation Equity Act for the
21st Century, which I signed into law June
9, 1998, to offer States incentives to enact
and enforce laws that make driving with .08
BAC or greater a drunk driving offense.

I am pleased that today, thanks to legisla-
tion I signed in 1995, every State in our Na-
tion and the District of Columbia has en-
acted zero tolerance laws for underage drink-
ing and driving. I urge leaders and policy-
makers at the State and local level to con-
tinue to focus resources and public attention
on drunk- and drugged-driving prevention
and enforcement programs. Using these
three powerful tools—increased public
awareness, stronger laws, and tougher en-
forcement—we can make our neighborhoods
and highways safer and continue to reduce
deaths and injuries.

In memory of the thousands of people who
have lost their lives to alcohol- and drug-im-
paired driving, I ask that all motorists partici-
pate once again this year in a ‘‘National
Lights on for Life Day.’’ By driving with car
headlights illuminated on Friday, December
17, 1999, we will underscore the profound
responsibility each of us has to drive free
from the influence of alcohol or drugs.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
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the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 1999
as National Drunk and Drugged Driving Pre-
vention Month. I urge all Americans to rec-
ognize the dangers of impaired driving, to
take responsibility for themselves and others
around them, to prevent anyone under the
influence of alcohol or drugs from getting
behind the wheel, and to help teach our
young people about the importance of safe
driving.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of November, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-nine, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:59 a.m., December 3, 1999]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 1, and
it was published in the Federal Register on De-
cember 6.

Telephone Interview With Michael
Paulson of the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer From San Francisco,
California
November 30, 1999

The President. How are you?
Mr. Paulson. I’m good. How are you

doing?
The President. I’m great. I’m going to the

San Francisco Airport, on my way to L.A.
and then to Seattle.

Disruption of the Seattle Round
Mr. Paulson. Excellent. So as far as you

know, are there still talks taking place? We
just heard on CNN, claiming that the talks
are actually canceled, which—we don’t even
know if that’s true.

The President. Well, that’s certainly news
to me. I heard that the talks were still going
on.

Mr. Paulson. Tell me—I’m sure you’ve
heard it’s been kind of a chaotic day here.
Do you regret choosing Seattle as the loca-
tion for this? Do you wish you were heading

some place sunny, like Honolulu and San
Diego?

The President. Well, I don’t think the—
I think certainly if we had had it any place
in the continental United States, we would
have had the same thing. And even if we
had gone to Honolulu, there might have been
thousands of people there.

What I regret is not that there are pro-
testers there. I have supported the right of
people whose interests represent labor
union, who represent environmental groups,
people who represent the poorer countries
of the world coming and expressing their
opinions. And I’ve repeatedly said I thought
the WTO process was too closed. It ought
to be opened up, and labor and environ-
mental interests ought to be represented, and
it ought to be fair for poor countries as well
as wealthy countries. What I regret is that
a small number of people have done non-
peaceful things and have tried to block access
and to prevent meetings. That’s wrong. It’s
not only illegal; it’s just wrong.

On the other hand, I think the larger num-
ber of people that are there, for peaceful pur-
poses, are healthy. I think what they rep-
resent is that in the last 5 years you’ve seen
a dramatic change. Trade is now no longer
the province of CEO’s, organized interest
groups that deal with the economy, and polit-
ical leaders. It’s now—we not only live in a
global economy. You’ve got a global informa-
tion society, and this whole process is being
democratized. And we’re going to have to
build a new consensus that goes down deeper
into every society about what kind of trade
policy we want. And I think that is, on bal-
ance, a healthy thing.

Anyway, that’s kind of where I am on it.
I regret very much that a few people have
given the protesters a bad name, because I
think the fact that the protesters are there—
were it not for those stopping meetings, stop-
ping movements, not being peaceful—would
be a positive.

Protesters and the World Trade
Organization

Mr. Paulson. Right. What is your theory
about why people are so upset here?

The President. Well, for one thing, I think
that a lot of people feel threatened by all
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