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was intended and what I announced would
be done, after extensive consultation with our
commanders back in 1993. I believe that the
next President, if he wants to change the pol-
icy, will have to get the Congress to change
the law.

Q. A quick followup on that. Wouldn’t lit-
mus tests like that have disqualified some-
body like Colin Powell from serving as Joint
Chiefs?

The President. I think that I’m going to
leave the appointment process to the next
President. I’m not going to get involved in
this election right now. I think that there
have been, we know, going back all the way
to the First World War, we have clear evi-
dence that there have been gays in the mili-
tary who have served with great distinction.
I think it’s quite interesting that most of the
Vietnam veterans, combat veterans in the
United States Congress, including Senators
Robb and Senator Kerry, just to mention
two, have felt that—both Senator Kerry and
Kerrey and Senator Robb—have felt that the
policy ought to be changed and supported
my original position.

So I would like to find some way for people
to be honest, to obey the law, and to serve
with distinction in the military. So I think
that is where our focus ought to be, and the
next President will have to figure out how
to do that. But I think there will have to be
a change in the law.

Q. Mr. President, the polls show that your
wife is trailing right now. Do you have any
advice for her?

The First Lady. Thank you so much.

Moving In
Q. What was the first night like?
The President. We had a wonderful time.

We don’t have a television yet. [Laughter]
Q. So how did you watch the debate?
The President. We didn’t. They have a

tape for me. I’m going to watch it tonight
when I get home. So I had a tape. So we
brought up our CD player, and I gave Hillary
one of those South African radios that you
crank—have you seen them?

The First Lady. Solar-powered radios.
The President. We bought them—and I

got it in Washington at the Discovery store.
You crank it up, and it’s run either by solar

power or by hand crank, but you never need
a plug or anything. So we listened to the
radio last night. It was quite wonderful.

Q. [Inaudible]—what it was like being in
the house for the first time in 17 years, your
own house?

The First Lady. We loved it. Well, it was
a little overwhelming because there is so
much to be done, and we stayed up very late,
working on getting things organized and put
away. And then we’re going to be back to-
gether next week, and we’ll keep the process
going until we finally get things moved in.

But it was wonderful having a chance to
be here. My mother is with us. We just had
a great time.

Q. How late were you up?
The First Lady. Oh, gosh.
The President. Past 1 a.m.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:28 a.m. outside
the Chappaqua residence. In this exchange, a re-
porter referred to Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani of
New York City. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Message on the Observance of
Id al-Fitr, 2000

January 6, 2000

Warm greetings to Muslims across the
United States and around the world as the
holy month of Ramadan comes to a close and
you celebrate the festival of Id al-Fitr.

The month of fasting that Muslims every-
where are completing is not only a sacred
duty; it is also a powerful teaching, a gift from
Islam to the world. It reminds not just Mus-
lims but all people of our obligation to aid
those who face poverty and suffering. It re-
minds us that we must work together to build
a better, more humane world.

We hope and pray for a world where all
faiths are respected; where people of dif-
ferent beliefs and ethnic backgrounds can
live together in harmony, finding strength
and joy in our differences and in our com-
mon humanity. And we pray that the new
moon will bring a new era of peace between
nations—in the Middle East and all across
the world—so people can emerge from the



23Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Jan. 7

shadows of violence and make better lives
for their children.

Bill Clinton

Remarks on Departure for
Shepherdstown, West Virginia, and
an Exchange With Reporters
January 7, 2000

National Plan for Information System
Protection

The President. Good morning. I want to
thank Secretary Daley and President Rose
of James Madison University, who has
worked with eight other institutions of higher
education to do information technology secu-
rity training, and Dick Clarke from the NSC
and all the others who worked on this project.

I want to talk just a moment about steps
we are taking today to defend our citizens
from those who would use cyberspace to do
us harm. There has never been a time like
this in which we have the power to create
knowledge and the power to create havoc,
and both those powers rest in the same
hands.

We live in an age when one person sitting
at one computer, can come up with an idea,
travel through cyberspace, and take human-
ity to new heights. Yet, someone can sit at
the same computer, hack into a computer
system and potentially paralyze a company,
a city, or a government.

Thanks to the hard work of many people,
our computer systems were ready for Y2K.
But that experience did underscore how real-
ly interconnected we all are. Today, our crit-
ical systems, from power structures to air
traffic control, are connected and run by
computers. We must make those systems
more secure so that America can be more
secure.

Today we are releasing a national plan to
defend America’s cyberspace, the product of
a 3-year effort. This plan is not the end of
the discussion, but the beginning of a dialog
with Congress, with the American people,
and especially with the private sector. We
need to do more to bring people into the
field of computer security. That’s why I am
proposing a new program that will offer col-
lege scholarships to students in the field of

computer security in exchange for their pub-
lic service afterward. This program will cre-
ate a new generation of computer security
specialists who will work to defend our Na-
tion’s computers.

We also need to accelerate and broaden
our research into computer security. Today
I am proposing to create a new institute that
will fill research gaps that neither public nor
private sectors are filling today. The Institute
for Information Infrastructure Protection
will bring to bear the finest computer sci-
entists and engineers from the private sector,
from universities, and from other research
facilities to find ways to close these gaps.

As part of the 2001 budget, I am request-
ing $91 million for these and other reforms
as part of an overall $2 billion budget to help
meet our security challenges. I will work hard
to get these measures passed. I will continue
to work equally hard to uphold the privacy
rights of the American people, as well as the
proprietary rights of American businesses. As
I said before, it is essential that we do not
undermine liberty in the name of liberty.

Information technology has helped to cre-
ate the unprecedented prosperity we enjoy
at the end of the 20th century. This morning
we will announce that the unemployment
rate for all of this past year was 4.2 percent.
That’s the lowest in 30 years, the lowest an-
nual unemployment rate since 1969, the low-
est annual minority unemployment rates for
African-Americans and Hispanics ever re-
corded. It is important to recognize the role
technology has played in this remarkable eco-
nomic prosperity. But it is also important to
recognize the challenges that we face out
there in the security area.

I hope that this will be a completely non-
partisan issue and that we will work together
to ensure that information technology will
create unprecedented prosperity in the 21st
century, in an atmosphere and environment
that makes all Americans more secure.

Thank you very much.

Elian Gonzalez
Q. Mr. President——
The President. One each. Go ahead, John

[John Roberts, CBS News].
Q. Governor Bush of Florida is appealing

to you to rescind the INS order regarding
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