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NOTE: The President’s remarks were videotaped
at approximately 6:15 p.m. on January 31 in the
Map Room at the White House for later broad-
cast. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on February 1 but was
embargoed for release until 5 p.m. In his remarks,
the President referred to Governor Pedro
Rosselló and Resident Commissioner Carlos A.
Romero-Barceló of Puerto Rico. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ad-
dress.

Statement on the Crash of
Alaska Airlines Flight 261
February 1, 2000

In times of tragedy, the American people
pull together as one and offer their prayers
and solace to those in need. Today our
Nation prays for the men and women who
were aboard Alaska Airlines flight 261, and
for their families and friends.

Since last evening, the United States Coast
Guard has been on the scene engaged in
search and rescue operations. The National
Transportation Safety Board’s Go Team ar-
rives this morning and a joint command cen-
ter is being established at the Port Hueneme
Naval Center.

Underlying all these efforts is a strong and
heroic determination to save lives and to find
out exactly what went wrong, so that lives
can be saved in the future. Throughout this
difficult day, and in the days and weeks to
come, we will keep the passengers and crew
of flight 261 in our thoughts, and let us hope
that God’s mercy will shine on them and
their families.

Statement on Export Controls on
High-Performance Computers and
Semiconductors
February 1, 2000

In July, 1999, I announced reforms to the
administration’s export controls on high-
performance computers (HPC) and semi-
conductors that were intended to strengthen
America’s high-tech competitiveness and
maintain controls necessary to protect our
national security. At that time, I directed my
national security and economic advisers to
review HPC technology advancement every

6 months, and to provide me with rec-
ommendations to adjust our HPC export
controls if warranted.

Today, based on the recommendations I
have received from agencies as a result of
their review, I am announcing additional re-
forms to U.S. export controls on HPC’s. This
decision reflects my commitment to a control
system that will enhance U.S. national secu-
rity by implementing controls on computer
exports that are effective and enforceable.

I have decided to raise the licensing
threshold for HPC exports to Tier 2 coun-
tries. I have decided also to raise the licens-
ing threshold for Tier 3 countries and the
threshold above which proposed exports to
Tier 3 countries must be notified to U.S.
Government export control agencies, and to
adjust the Tier 3 country grouping. The ad-
ministration will continue its policy of main-
taining a lower threshold for military end-
users that civilian end-users. Export control
agencies will examine the benefits of main-
taining a civil/military differential in the
course of their next review of HPC levels.
Due to the ever-increasing rate of techno-
logical change, agencies will review control
levels by April, 2000, to determine if further
changes are warranted.

The changes to the pre-export notification
threshold and the Tier 3 country group re-
quire congressional review period of 6 and
4 months, respectively, before they can go
into effect. I will continue to work with the
Congress to pass legislation that would re-
duce these periods to one month, so that we
can keep up with the rapid pace of techno-
logical change. I also will work with Congress
to explore longer-term solutions to how we
control exports of items like computers and
microprocessors when they become widely
available commodities.

Message on the Observance
of Lunar New Year, 2000
February 2, 2000

Warm greetings to all those celebrating the
Lunar New Year. I am delighted to join you
in welcoming 4698, the Year of the Dragon.

This ancient and joyous festival, marked
by parades, dancing, music, and feasting,
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