
249Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000 / Feb. 8

he had shown to them. Thanks to them, after
34 years, I am proud to present you with
our Nation’s highest honor.

Since the creation of the Medal of Honor,
roughly one in five of them have been award-
ed to immigrants. Today, there are over
60,000 immigrants protecting the United
States in our military.

Alfred was once asked why he volunteered
to join and to go to Vietnam when he was
not even a citizen. And he said, ‘‘I was always
an American in my heart.’’

Alfred Rascon, today we honor you as you
have honored us, by your choice to become
an American and your courage in reflecting
the best of America. You said that you sum-
moned your courage for your platoon be-
cause ‘‘you’ve got to take care of your peo-
ple.’’ That’s a pretty good credo for all the
rest of us, as well.

On behalf of all Americans, and especially
on behalf of your platoon members who are
here today, I thank you for what you mean
to our country. Thank you for what you gave
that day and what you have given every day
since. Thank you for reminding us that being
American has nothing to do with the place
of your birth, the color of your skin, the lan-
guage of your parents, or the way you wor-
ship God. Thank you for living the enduring
American values every day. Thank you for
doing something that was hard because no
one else was there to do it. Thank you for
looking out for people when no one else
could be there for them.

You have taught us once again that being
American has nothing to do with the place
of birth, racial, ethnic origin, or religious
faith. It comes straight from the heart. And
your heart, sir, is an extraordinary gift to your
country.

Commander, please read the citation.

[At this point, Comdr. Michael M. Gilday,
USN, Navy Aide to the President, read the
citations, and the President presented the
medal. Alfred Rascon made brief remarks.]

The President. I want to thank you all
again for being here today and invite you to
join our honoree and his family in a reception
in the State Dining Room at the end of the
hall. Thank you very much, and welcome.

But don’t leave until we have the bene-
diction. [Laughter]

General Hicks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:35 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Lt. Col. Frank Vavrin, USA (Ret.),
Chaplain Corps, 503d Airborne Battalion, who
gave the invocation; and Brig. Gen. David Hicks,
USA, Deputy Chief of Chaplains. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Alfred Rascon.

Statement on the Election of Stipe
Mesic as President of Croatia
February 8, 2000

I congratulate President-elect Stipe Mesic
on his victory in Monday’s elections in Cro-
atia. Mr. Mesic’s victory is a turning point
for Croatia. It brings with it the promise of
genuine democracy and a normal life for
Croatia’s people, stronger ties between our
two nations, and greater stability throughout
southeast Europe. The people of Croatia
have clearly demonstrated their desire to see
their country take its rightful place in Eu-
rope. The United States will do everything
it can to help them reach their destination.
And together we will send a clear message
to all the people of the Balkans that a bright-
er future is within their grasp.

I look forward to working closely with
President-elect Mesic, Prime Minister
Racan, and the new government in Zagreb.

NOTE: In the statement, the President referred
to Prime Minister Ivica Racan of Croatia.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Reception
February 8, 2000

Thank you very much. Thank you, John.
Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for being
here tonight and for your support for our
party. I wanted to just say a few words, and
then we’ll visit a little.

I did put out the budget yesterday. And
I’ve had a great week. We had the State of
the Union, and then I went to Switzerland,
to Davos, to the International Economic
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Forum, to talk about what I believe our pol-
icy ought to be on trade in the 21st century.
And before I issued my budget I got to hear
my wife make a great speech on Sunday
when she announced for the Senate in New
York. I was very proud of her. I thought she
did a wonderful job.

Today I took action on another item I dis-
cussed in the State of the Union over at the
American Academy of Sciences. I signed the
first Executive order of the 21st century, pro-
tecting the genetic privacy of all Federal em-
ployees and asking Congress to do that for
all employees throughout the country. I think
that this a very important issue. We’re going
to have all this huge explosion of knowledge
when we finish demapping the human ge-
nome. And we want people to participate to
the maximum possible degree and all bene-
fits that will flow out of that.

And if we expect that, then we’re going
to have to make sure that they don’t lose the
right to a job, lose the right to get insurance,
lose the right to be considered for promotion
because their genetic map shows that they
might have some propensity to some prob-
lem. We want people to participate in every
conceivable way in learning about it so that
we can develop blocking gene therapies for
all the problems people have.

So this is a very, very exciting time for our
country. For me, it’s actually rather inter-
esting. For the first time in probably 24 years
to see an election season come and go when
I’m not on anybody’s ballot anywhere—
[laughter]—it’s rather interesting. I’m having
a good time. [Laughter] I feel like the cat
that ate the canary some days.

But one of the things I would like to say
to all of you, that I hope you will keep in
mind throughout this year—as you support
us, as you talk to your friends, as you make
arguments for our candidates, from the
White House to the Senate and the House
and the governorships—is that the Demo-
cratic Party now has had 7 years of testing
our dominant philosophy. And I think it’s
pretty clear, number one, that it works, and
number two, that it’s shared by a majority
of the American people.

Seven years ago when we began, we just
had a roadmap for the future. We said,
‘‘Look, we believe that there is a reason the

country is suffering from economic stagna-
tion and social division and political gridlock
and that governments didn’t discredit it, that
we were operating under a philosophy that
said Government was the problem, that pit-
ted people against one another and that was
very good about talking about problems like
the deficit but not very good about doing
anything about it.’’

And we came to this town—our whole ad-
ministration did, beginning with the Vice
President and me—with a philosophy that
said we were going to unify this country, that
we were going to try to create opportunity
for everybody, challenge everyone to be re-
sponsible, and bring everybody together in
one community. And we were actually going
to try to bring Washington together—I must
say, we’ve had more success in the country
than we have in Washington. [Laughter] But
still, it’s been an exhilarating effort here, and
still a challenge every day.

So now we’ve had 7 years of these results.
And I just want to say what I said in the
State of the Union Address. I think it is im-
perative that we not squander this moment
under the illusion that because things are
going well for this country there are no con-
sequences to what we say, what we do, and
what we advocate. We live in a very dynamic
world. Things are changing very rapidly. We
have never had this kind of opportunity to
shape the future.

A few of you in this room are as old as
I am. I was telling somebody the other day
that when we passed the milestone to having
the longest economic expansion in history,
the last one that was this long—the next to
longest one now—was the one that occurred
in the decade of the sixties. And you probably
all remember that it played out under the
inflationary pressures of what was then
known as guns and butter, the Vietnam war,
and our obligations at home.

When I graduated from high school in
1964, even though the country was still hurt-
ing over President Kennedy’s assassination,
we had actually come together and lifted our-
selves up out of that. And there was this
sense that there was nothing we couldn’t do.
Within 2 years, we had riots in the streets;
the country was deeply divided over the war
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in Vietnam; we had over a half a million peo-
ple there. Within a couple more years, the
economy was in terrible shape. And the poli-
tics of division, basically, began to rule our
national campaigns.

As an American citizen, I have waited now
about 35 years for my country once again
to be in a position to basically be a nation
of builders and dreamers, where we could
shape the future. That’s why in the State of
the Union Address I said we’ve got to, num-
ber one, remember what brought us to the
dance here. We’ve got to stay with an eco-
nomic policy that has given us the ability to
deal with these things. And I know I’m being
criticized somewhat from the right and the
left for paying the debt down. But we’ve got
to keep this economy going. To do that, we’ve
got to keep interest rates down and con-
fidence sky high. And if you want businesses
and individuals to be able to borrow more,
then the Government should borrow less.
And it will generally tend to be more efficient
borrowing.

Number two, we’ve got to invest in edu-
cation; we’ve got to expand health care; we’ve
got to help families balance their roles at
home and at work; and we’ve got to continue
to stay in the forefront of science and tech-
nology and meeting the new security chal-
lenges of the 21st century, especially the
challenges of terrorism and biological and
chemical weapons. We have to do these
things.

But it is within our grasp to shape a future
that would have been undreamed of just a
few years ago. I believe that the Democratic
Party is the right party to lead this country.
Even though it’s flattering to see the Repub-
licans sort of edging more and more toward
our economic policy—I think that’s a good
thing. I think it would be a great thing for
our country if we had a bipartisan economic
policy. It’s an important part of our national
security in the 21st century.

But we still have radically different ap-
proaches to things like sensible efforts to
keep guns out of the hands of criminals and
away from children to matters like making
educational opportunity real and available to
all, matters like our obligation to make avail-
able the access to health care. We pro-
vided—because of the provision that Hillary

and I and others fought so hard for in the
1997 Balanced Budget Act, we got 2 million
more children in poor working families with
health insurance today than we had just 2
years ago—2 million more. I made a pro-
posal—and we got funding already, you’ve
already paid for this, you don’t have to—we
have funding already for 3 million more. But
I think now if we bring those children’s par-
ents into the program, we could take care
of 25 percent of the uninsured people in
America and they’re the 25 neediest percent.

The second fastest big group of people be-
tween the ages of 55 and 65 who leave the
work force, lose their health care, aren’t old
enough for Medicare. And you’d be amazed
how many people that I grew up with in Ar-
kansas—we’re all moving into this age
group—who are affected by this. You’re talk-
ing about a very large number of people. I
think we ought to just buy them into Medi-
care—pay the cost, whatever the real cost
is, give them a modest tax credit so it’s more
affordable.

These are big issues. We’ve got to keep
people coming together, meeting these basic
needs if we want to keep people focused on
the future. People stop focusing on the fu-
ture when they have to worry about how
they’re going to keep body and soul together
or when they feel threatened.

So we have to keep the momentum up.
And believe me, no matter what we do—
and as I said, I would be elated if we wound
up with a bipartisan consensus on our eco-
nomic policy this year—there are going to
be profound differences in our responsibil-
ities to each other to build a strong society.
And I cannot tell you how strongly I believe
that a big part of our economic success has
come because we were also doubling our in-
vestment in education and training and mak-
ing it clear to ordinary people, through in-
creases in the minimum wage, the Family
and Medical Leave Act, things like this, that
we cared about what happened to them, and
we thought they ought to be a part of Amer-
ica’s future.

So you stay with us. Stay with us as we
try to pass the Patients’ Bill of Rights and
the other things we’ve got on the plate now.
And tell people the story, that we had a set
of ideas, we had a core philosophy, and it
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has worked. And we do need to keep chang-
ing America, but we don’t need to forget
what brought us to this point; we need to
build on it. With your help, we will.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:10 p.m. in the
John Hay Room at the Hay Adams Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to John Merrigan, chair,
Democratic Business Council.

Remarks at a Democratic National
Committee Dinner
February 8, 2000

Thank you so much. I am delighted to be
back in this wonderful, wonderful old house
that contains a lot of good ghosts. I want to
thank Jim and Joe for hosting this event. I
thank all of you for coming. Joe, I want to
thank you for having my mother out to the
track. My mother was convinced that heaven
was a racetrack—[laughter]—where she
would not have to run. [Laughter] And I am
delighted to be here with you today.

I want to thank all my friends from Mary-
land for being here, particularly Lieutenant
Governor Kathleen Kennedy Townsend and
Senator Miller, Speaker Taylor, party chair
Wayne Rogers, and all the others who are
here. Maryland has been very good to me,
to Hillary and Al and Tipper Gore. It’s been
one of our best States in both ’92 and ’96,
and also, thanks to truly outstanding leader-
ship, a genuine laboratory for virtually every
reform I have advocated for 7 years.

You know, one of the things that you have
to constantly reconcile when you’re President
is, how do you apportion the President’s
time? And if I just—after a while, if I keep
making announcements in the Rose Garden
or in the Oval Office or in the White House,
there’s no picture there, or it’s the same pic-
ture. So you want to go out, but you don’t
want to go too far, because otherwise you
spend all day going to and from someplace,
and you miss a day’s work. Well, it was my
great good fortune that I happened to be
President at a time when Maryland was so
superbly led that every good thing in America
that was going on anywhere was also going
on in Maryland. And I thank all of you for
that.

I want to thank Ed Rendell and Joe An-
drew and my longtime friend Andy Tobias
for their willingness to come in and lead our
party and try to get us through a very chal-
lenging election year, when we expect to be
outspent but not outworked. And we know
if we have enough money to get our message
out, it won’t matter if they have a little more.
And I want to thank all of you for making
them look a little more successful tonight.
We’re very grateful to you for that.

And I want to thank Donna Shalala for
being here. She is the longest serving and,
I believe, by far the most effective Secretary
of the Department of Health and Human
Services. Today we dealt with one of
Donna’s issues. I went out to the American
Academy of Sciences and signed the first
Presidential Executive order of the 21st cen-
tury, banning genetic discrimination in em-
ployment and insurance of Federal employ-
ees, and endorsing legislation introduced by
Senator Daschle in the Senate and Congress-
woman Louise Slaughter from New York in
the House to ban genetic discrimination in
employment and insurance practices for all
employees.

I sort of would like to take that as a little
metaphor. That’s a future issue, and it’s thrill-
ing to me. Why do we even have to worry
about that? Because in just a little bit, we’ll
have an entire map of the sequencing of the
human genome. We already know that bro-
ken genes and what they look like—that are
high predictors of breast cancer. The good
news about that is, pretty soon we’ll have di-
agnostic techniques that will either be able
to head off the cancer ever developing, with
gene therapies that block the destructive de-
velopment or diagnose the cancer when it’s
just a few cells and not after it has, as it did
to my mother and so many others, gone too
far.

So we’re thinking about this incredible to-
morrow. Reminiscent of, I might say, my ’92
campaign song, the old Fleetwood Mac song
‘‘Don’t Stop Thinking About Tomorrow,’’ we
actually have the luxury of thinking about
these things. And it seems well within reach.

I just today, I ran into the chairman of
General Motors at a nonpolitical event—I
don’t want to get him roped into our busi-
ness—anyway, but I complimented him on
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