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to stand against communism without having
an unacceptable cost at home or around the
world. We believed that we could do this.

Four years later, I was at my college grad-
uation, 2 days after Robert Kennedy was
killed, 90 days after Martin Luther King was
killed, 94 days after Lyndon Johnson said he
wouldn’t run for reelection. The economy
was beginning to shut down. The country was
torn apart over Vietnam, and we had had
riots in the streets of America. I have waited,
as an American, over 30 years for my country
to get another chance to build the future of
our dreams for our children.

Most of us get at least one second chance
in life, and if we didn’t, we’d be a long way
behind where we are. Our country, in our
lifetime, has this chance in even better cir-
cumstances than existed 30 years ago, with
science and technology changes that are
breathtaking. I believe that the young women
here may very likely give birth to children
who will have a life expectancy of 100 years.
They will come home from the hospital with
genetic road maps of their children’s lives.
And if they give birth to young daughters that
have one of those two broken genes that are
high predictors of breast cancer, they’ll be
able to take gene therapies that will block
them from ever developing in the first place.
I believe that will happen.

I believe the young people here will soon
be driving automobiles that get probably 80,
90 miles a gallon, and within 5 years they’ll
be running on biofuels that will be the equiv-
alent of getting 500 miles to the gallon be-
cause they require so little oil to produce.
I believe we’ll find out what’s in those black
holes in outer space. I believe we’ll be able
to keep people with diabetes, adult onset dia-
betes, alive and healthy to a normal lifespan.
I believe that we will actually develop com-
puters the size of a tear drop that use DNA
for computer memories more powerful than
any human chip, so that you will have tiny
little computers with a computing power of
all the super computers today.

I believe all this is going to happen. I think
we’ll also have to deal with highly sophisti-
cated terrorists and organized criminals and
drugrunners that have access to chemical and
biological and other weapons. There will al-
ways be enemies of civilization out there. But

we’ll do just fine if we understand that it still
comes down to whether you believe every-
body counts, everybody ought to have a
chance. We’re all going to do better if we
work together.

For 30 years I have waited for this mo-
ment. If I contributed at all to it, I am grate-
ful. But as a citizen, I implore you, don’t let
America turn away from what works when
we’ve finally got a chance to redeem the
whole promise of our Nation.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:30 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to Fred
Baron and Lisa Blue, dinner hosts; Mary Albert,
widow of former Speaker of the House Carl B.
Albert; Bernard (‘‘B’’) Rapoport, former chairman
and chief executive officer, American Income Life
Insurance Co., and his wife, Audre; Garry Mauro,
former Texas land commissioner; Mayor Ron Kirk
of Dallas; State Senator David Cain and his wife,
Sally H. Cain, Region VI Director, Office of Inter-
governmental and Interagency Affairs, Depart-
ment of Education; Regina Montoya Coggins,
congressional candidate for Texas’ Fifth Congres-
sional District; Edward G. Rendell, general chair,
Democratic National Committee; and Jim Nichol-
son, chairman, Republican National Committee.

Remarks at a Democratic Unity
Reception
February 10, 2000

Thank you very much. Let me say how
delighted and profoundly honored I am to
be here with Senator Daschle and Leader
Gephardt, with their colleagues in the Senate
and the House who are here in large num-
bers, and all those who aren’t here who are
with us in spirit today; how much I appre-
ciate Bob Hatcher, and Thelma—and Jenny
Mae for being here to remind us of why
we’re all here in the first place. Their testi-
mony makes clear that our agenda is Amer-
ica’s agenda, and our presence here makes
clear that we are united in our support of
that agenda.

I know some of our friends on the other
side of the aisle have suggested that, because
this is an election year, we really shouldn’t
do much. Well, I don’t think that the two
people who just spoke could take a year off



270 Feb. 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

from their jobs. And since everybody here
is still drawing a salary, I don’t think we could
take a year off from our jobs either.

I want to join with what Senator Daschle
and Leader Gephardt have said in thanking
the members of this caucus for your role in
this long boom and so much of the social
progress we have enjoyed, beginning with the
courageous vote for the economic plan in
1993. Your commitment, constant over the
years, to opportunity for every responsible
American and for a community of all Ameri-
cans, to a Government that gives Americans
the tools to live their own dreams, has been
absolutely critical to anything that our admin-
istration has achieved.

I know that we’ve had a lot of different
policies, but more important than all of the
specifics was our common commitment. We
wanted Bob and Thelma to be here today
because we believe that every American
counts. We believe every American should
have a chance, and we believe we all do bet-
ter when we help each other. That is what
we believe.

Today I received the Annual Economic
Report from my Council of Economic Advis-
ers. It provides further evidence that Ameri-
cans have built a new economy and that what
we believe actually works. The report makes
clear that this is the strongest economic ex-
pansion in history, not just the longest, that
unlike previous economic expansions which,
in the end and somewhere in the middle,
normally bring you higher deficits, slower
productivity, and higher inflation, this one
has turned it around, unlike the 1980’s when
income inequality increased and many hard-
pressed working families saw their incomes
fall while we were told that the expansion
was going on. We now see solid income
growth across all groups of American workers
since 1993.

All groups are sharing in the prosperity by
income, by region, by race. Now, as my lead-
ers said so eloquently, it is for us here in
Washington and for the American people to
decide what we are going to do with what
is truly a magic moment. I argued in the State
of the Union Address that we ought to be
thinking about people like Bob and Thelma
and Jenny Mae, that we ought to ask our-
selves, ‘‘What are the great challenges before

us?’’ We ought to clearly state what we be-
lieve America’s goals ought to be and what
steps we intend to take toward them this
year. That is what we are united in doing.

And let me say—we have a lot of young
people here—I want to say something now
and something to you at the end. Anybody
over 30 in this audience can recall at least
one time in your life and probably more than
one time when you made a big mistake, not
because you were under the gun but because
things were going so well, you thought there
were no consequences; you thought you
could relax; you thought you really didn’t
have to think about what you knew was out
there plainly before you; so you didn’t really
have to take those tough decisions; just sort
of sit back, relax, enjoy the things that were
going on.

That is a message that some people sud-
denly are sending America today, and that
is dead wrong. We will never, in all prob-
ability, have another time in our lifetime with
so much prosperity, so much progress, so
much confidence, and so little trouble at
home and abroad, to define the future of our
dreams for the next generation of Americans.
And we had better take this chance and make
the most of it.

I must say, I have been quite amused by
a lot of the commentators on both sides of
our policy of paying the debt off. Some have
said I sound like Calvin Coolidge, and others
say that I’m using it as an excuse to spend
money on Americans. All I know is, it works.
If we get this country out of debt, it means
the American people can borrow money at
lower interest rates to invest in new busi-
nesses, to pay their home loans, to pay their
college loans, to pay their car loans. It means
that all the young people here for a genera-
tion will have a healthier economy and a
more affordable life than otherwise would
have been the case, and it will be more pos-
sible for us to meet the great challenges of
this country. That is our united commitment,
and we ought to do it.

We are united in meeting the challenge
of the aging of America. And believe me, this
is not an option. I know things are going well,
so we can sort of say, ‘‘Well, we’ll let this
slide a while.’’ The people in this country,
the number of people over 65 are going to
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double in the next 30 years. Now, if we start
to prepare for it now—to reform and mod-
ernize and strengthen Medicare, and to take
Social Security out beyond the life expect-
ancy of the baby boom generation—we can
do it relatively painlessly.

But make no mistake: This country will do
it. And if we just fool around and ignore this
for 10 years, who knows what the economy
will be like 10 years from now? Who knows
what the demands on the American people
will be like 10 years from now? Now is the
time to add a prescription drug benefit to
Medicare and to take Social Security out to
2050 and take Medicare out for 25 years—
now. Do it now. Save Social Security and
Medicare for the baby boomers’ retirement.

We know that we live in a marvelous
world, where the kids with a good education
are going to be able to do things their parents
could not even have imagined. And yet, we
know that the penalty of not having an edu-
cation is even greater than ever. We know
that it’s more challenging than ever before
because we have a more diverse group of
students, from different racial, cultural, reli-
gious, even linguistic backgrounds. We know
that right now. And we know that’s only going
to become a more pronounced trend.

Within a decade, our largest State, Cali-
fornia, will have no majority race. Now, we
know that. We also know that there’s no-
where near equal educational opportunity in
the country, and we know what the chal-
lenges are. So we say, now—not later—now
is the time for high standards, smaller classes,
well-trained teachers. Now is the time for all
the kids who need it to have the preschool
and the after-school programs they need.
Now is the time—not later, now.

We know that more and more families will
have the parents working, whether they’re
single-parent families or two-parent families.
And we know right now that for all of our
success, America gives less support to help
people balance the demands of childrearing
and work than any other advanced country.

We can be proud of what we did with fam-
ily and medical leave. We can be proud with
what we did with the Children’s Health In-
surance Program. We can be proud with
what we did with the Kennedy-Kassebaum
bill to let people take their health insurance

from job to job. But we know that we do
not do enough to help people balance the
demands of work and childrearing. And rais-
ing children, like that beautiful little girl, is
still America’s most important work. It always
will be. And we know we have to do more.

So we believe now is the time to increase
the child care tax credit and make it refund-
able, to help parents do more to pay for col-
lege tuition, so that we can go beyond where
we were with the HOPE scholarship, which
opens the doors of community college to all
Americans. With the college tax deduction
at 28 percent for all income groups, we can
open the doors of 4 years of college to all
Americans.

We know we should increase the earned
income tax credit for lower income working
people. We know we should genuinely ease
the marriage penalty for both middle and
lower middle income groups. We know we
should do this. We don’t know whether 10
years from now we will be able to do this,
and we don’t know what the consequences
to countless families will be if we don’t do
it now. We are united in saying, let’s do it
now. We don’t have to wait. Now is the time
to help families to balance the demands of
home and work.

You heard Thelma’s story. So you know
that the one area where the social indicators
have not gone in the right direction since
1993 is in the number of people who are
covered with health insurance. One of the
wits in our Democratic caucus said to me
the other day, ‘‘You know, all those insurance
companies told me back in 1993 or ‘94, if
I voted for your health care plan, the number
of uninsured Americans would go up. I voted
for it, and sure enough, that’s what hap-
pened.’’ [Laughter]

We know we need a strong, enforceable
Patients’ Bill of Rights. And the Congress has
fooled around with it long enough. The time
is now to pass it. We know we should do
more to help enroll more children in the
Children’s Health Insurance Program. Two
million children are enrolled. This Congress
provided enough money for somewhere
between 4 and 5 million children to be
enrolled. And we know—and that’s why it’s
so important.
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You remember Thelma’s story. I was 4
years old, like this little girl, once, with a
mother who was working and, then, a single
mother. There are people like her all over
the country. One of the most important
things we have proposed in this Congress is
to let the parents of children who are in this
CHIP program also get insurance. They need
it. They’re working out there. And we ought
to do it. And we ought to do it now, not
later.

We know the crime rate has gone down
to a 30-year low, and it’s still too high. And
we believe not later, now is the time to learn
the lessons of Columbine and all the other
things we’ve seen and pass commonsense
legislation to do more to keep guns out of
the hands of criminals and away from kids.
We can do that and honor every constitu-
tional provision in our founding document
and every fundamental value in our society.

We know we’ve got to keep putting more
police on the street in high-crime areas. Who
knows, 5 years from now, what kind of condi-
tion this country will be? Why should any
more children die we can save? Why should
any more crimes be committed we can pre-
vent? Now is the time to take strong action
to make America the safest big country in
the world.

We know there are still too many people
and places that haven’t participated in this
prosperity. We know that. That’s why we
favor increasing the number of empower-
ment zones, increasing the incentives to in-
vest in them, and giving Americans all over
this country—people like Bob Hatcher—we
know there are inner-city neighborhoods
where he might be able to put people to
work; I think we ought to give him the same
tax incentives to invest in those neighbor-
hoods we give him today to invest in Latin
America, Africa, or Asia. And we ought to
do it now—not later, now.

We are united in that. And as I look at
Senator Feingold, I think I should say one
other thing. Unlike the other party, we are
united—united, down to the last vote in both
Houses—in saying now is the time to pass
meaningful campaign finance reform legisla-
tion in this Congress.

We are also united in believing we have
to build one America. That’s why we want

to pass the ‘‘Hate Crimes Prevention Act.’’
That’s why we want to end all discrimination
in employment. We don’t—I’ll say again—
we think everybody counts; everybody ought
to have a chance; we all do better when we
help each other.

I want to make this last point. I see all
these young people here. The last time
America had a chance like this was when I
was about your age. I finished high school
in 1964. The Nation was heartbroken when
President Kennedy was killed. But President
Johnson lifted our spirits, united the country,
began to deal with the challenges of civil
rights, and we believed that our economy
would grow on forever. We believed we
would meet the challenges of civil rights in
a lawful, peaceful way. We believed we could
win the cold war without what ultimately
happened in the dividing of our country in
Vietnam. And we thought it would go on for-
ever, and everything was hunky-dory.

Four years later, when I was graduating
from college, it was 2 days after Robert
Kennedy had been killed, a couple of months
after Martin Luther King had been killed,
and Lyndon Johnson said he wouldn’t run
for reelection. We had riots in the street. The
economy became a cropper on the burdens
of paying for a war and inflation. And all that
we thought would happen was lost. And the
Presidential election in that year was decided
on the politics of division, something called
the silent majority, which means the world
and America is divided between ‘‘us’’ and
‘‘them.’’ ‘‘I’m with ‘us,’ and they’re with
‘them.’ ’’ And I have lived with that as a cit-
izen for 30 years.

Now I’m not running for anything. I am
not on the ballot. I am telling you this as
an American. I have waited for 30 long years
to see my country in a position to pull to-
gether and move forward together and build
the future of our dreams for our children.
We dare not blow that chance.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:52 p.m. in the
Great Hall at the Library of Congress. In his
remarks, he referred to Robert L. Hatcher,
chairman, Minority Business Roundtable, who
introduced the President; and Thelma Pierce,
single working mother, who enrolled her
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daughter, Jenny Mae, in the Children’s Health In-
surance Program.

Statement Announcing Embassy
Security Initiatives
February 10, 2000

Today I am announcing initiatives to fur-
ther improve the security of American men
and women serving their country in diplo-
matic and consular missions overseas and to
ensure that the United States performs these
activities in the most efficient and effective
manner possible.

I intend to request $1.1 billion in my budg-
et for fiscal year 2001 for Embassy security
initiatives including construction of new fa-
cilities, additional protective measures for ex-
isting facilities, and the full cost of maintain-
ing a high level of security readiness. The
budget also includes a sustained commitment
to this effort, including $14 billion over the
next 10 years in security enhancement fund-
ing and new construction. I will again ask
the Congress to provide advance appropria-
tions for the construction of new facilities in
future years to provide a solid foundation on
which to plan and execute the Embassy secu-
rity construction program.

We must continue to reexamine how we
manage and protect all U.S. Government
employees who work overseas. Last year, fol-
lowing on the excellent work of Admiral
Crowe and the Accountability Review Board,
the Secretary of State appointed a panel,
chaired by Lewis Kaden, to review our over-
seas operations. The Overseas Presence Ad-
visory Panel included a distinguished array
of individuals with diplomatic, military, and
governmental experience, as well as impor-
tant members of the business community.
The Panel’s report last November rec-
ommended a wide range of improvements
in rightsizing, managing, improving, and pro-
tecting our staff who work abroad. The report
also recommended changes to the way our
representatives overseas work as a team in
support of American interests and in the
management and financing of U.S. Govern-
ment overseas facilities.

The Panel has made an important con-
tribution to our Nation’s security and the
conduct of international affairs. My budget

proposals reflect and fully support their rec-
ommendation that a greater commitment is
needed in this critical area. I also agree with
their recommendation for review and im-
provement in the way we manage our
overseas presence.

I have asked the Secretary of State to lead
a Cabinet committee to implement the Pan-
el’s recommendations regarding rightsizing.
This process will look at the full range of
agency staff, who serve in U.S. missions
abroad, and make recommendations about
the appropriate levels and skills with which
we should staff our Embassies in the new
century. It will also review and make rec-
ommendations regarding the management,
financing, and computerization of overseas
facilities.

I ask the Congress to join me in working
to protect America’s presence throughout the
world and to ensure that we maintain the
best and most effective presence overseas to
serve America’s interests.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Russia-United States Treaty on
Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters With Documentation

February 10, 2000

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and

consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the Treaty Between the United
States of America and the Russian Federa-
tion on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters, signed at Moscow on June 17, 1999.
I transmit also, for the information of the
Senate, a related exchange of notes and the
report of the Department of State with re-
spect to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern
mutual legal assistance treaties being nego-
tiated by the United States in order to
counter criminal activities more effectively.
The Treaty should be an effective tool to as-
sist in the prosecution of a wide variety of
crimes, including terrorism, money laun-
dering, organized crime and drug-trafficking
offenses. The Treaty is self-executing.
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