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educational and social institutions he estab-
lished throughout our country and around
the world. His efforts continue to bear fruit
today, helping a new generation to develop
into responsible and mature adults.

As we observe this special day, let us renew
our commitment to excellence in education
and to nurturing our young people’s aca-
demic and spiritual development. Let us also
remember the example of Rabbi Schneerson
and pass on to our children the values and
knowledge that have strengthened our Na-
tion in the past and that will empower us
to face the challenges of the future.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 28, 2000,
as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I in-
vite Government officials, educators, volun-
teers, and all the citizens of the United States
to observe this day with appropriate activi-
ties, programs, and ceremonies.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of March,
in the year of our Lord two thousand, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:45 a.m., March 27, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on March 28.

Remarks at a Business Reception in
Mumbai, India
March 24, 2000

Thank you. Thank you, President Goenka.
Chief Minister Deshmukh; my good friend,
Ambassador Wisner; my colleague and long-
time friend, Ambassador Celeste; Secretary
Daley; our distinguished crowd here. We
thank you for welcoming us. I have brought
quite a group from the United States, includ-
ing six Members of our Congress.

And we were just down in Hyderabad, and
I asked the crowd to acknowledge them be-
cause I always got to give the speech, they
always have to listen, but when we go home,

they control all the money. [Laughter] So I
would like to acknowledge the presence here
of Congressman Jim McDermott, Congress-
man Gary Ackerman, Congressman Ed
Royce, Representative Sheila Jackson Lee,
Representative Nita Lowey, and Representa-
tive Jan Schakowsky, all Members of the
United States House of Representatives. We
thank them for coming.

This has been a remarkable week, and I
think a wonderful week for me and my
daughter, Chelsea, who is here, and for our
entire American delegation. We came as
friends to a changing India, to gain a better
understanding of your country, your views,
in order to build a new partnership on a high-
er level than that which we have experienced
over the last 22 years.

If you imagine the world you would like
to see 10 years from now or 20 years from
now, if you imagine how you would like India
to be 10 or 20 years from now, it is difficult
to believe that the world you would like and
the India you would like can be achieved
without a deeper and better partnership of
mutual respect and common endeavor with
the United States.

I can also say, I’m grateful for the presence
of the American Ambassador, one former
American Ambassador to India, and the In-
dian Ambassador to the United States, Am-
bassador Chandra, that I cannot imagine the
world that I want for my children’s genera-
tion in America that does not include a deep-
er and better partnership with India.

And so I came here to try to build it, or
at least to have the foundations there before
my time as President is done. Already, as all
of you well know, America is the largest trad-
ing partner and investor for India. This week
American companies signed about two dozen
agreements to create or advance projects
worth another $4 billion. And I’m very
pleased that our Export-Import Bank will
make available a billion dollars in new financ-
ing for small and medium sized businesses
in India to export to the United States.

This week we have strengthened our com-
mitment to work together to protect the envi-
ronment, to promote clean energy, to fight
against deadly diseases, to use science and
technology to help people rise from poverty.
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I visited a small village in Rajasthan yester-
day; you probably saw the pictures in the
paper where I was dancing with the village
ladies. [Laughter] It was pretty good odds;
there were about 30 of them and one of me.
[Laughter] And they were throwing—the
children were throwing flowers, petals of
flowers on us. But the reason we were danc-
ing was because of the time we had shared
before, and I saw the work that was being
done in the poor village to lift the lives of
women, to give them access to credit, to give
them support in the workplace, to keep their
children, including their girl children, in
school. I saw the role of men and women
and people of different tribes and castes
working together in the local government
units. And so there was cause for celebration.

Today in Hyderabad, when I was there,
I talked to representatives of all 23 districts
of the State in a teleconference about the
same sorts of activities that are occurring. I
say that because I believe that while there
is plainly a digital divide in India and a digital
divide in the United States, not just from
place to place but within every city where
there is a strong business group well-con-
nected to the new economy, the truth is that
the information age gives us the chance to
eliminate poverty more quickly for more peo-
ple than ever before in all of human history.

I saw that yesterday when I was in this
little village of Nayla. And there was a com-
puter hook-up to the State and Federal Gov-
ernment so that all the people could come
in and find out what all the services were
that were available to them. And there were
printouts so that the women could get actual
prints that they could take home that would
tell them how to take better care of their
children.

And some day every village will have all
the educational software available anywhere
in the world on it, so that in the poorest vil-
lages of India or Africa or China or Latin
America, people will be able to print out for
their school children the most modern edu-
cational materials available anywhere, so that
people in the poorest villages of the world
will have access to the same learning mate-
rials that the people in the richest schools
in the United States or any other country
have today.

If we do this right, we will find that doing
what is morally right, consistent with the val-
ues of India that’s a sense of community and
mutual responsibility, also turns out to be
very good economics in the information age
because you need more education, you need
more people with the capacity to make the
most of this new economy.

The same thing is true with the environ-
ment. All over the world today there’s a gen-
eral consensus that the climate is warming
too quickly and that the consequences are
likely to be disastrous.

I met with a man doing malaria research
shortly before I came here tonight. And we
talked about how troubling it was that ma-
laria is now being found at higher and higher
altitudes in countries all across the globe
where it manifests, so that it’s attacking peo-
ple in villages that have never seen it before.
And they’re much more vulnerable and likely
to have many more problems, all the con-
sequences of changing environment.

But in the information age, no nation has
to grow rich by putting more greenhouse
gases into the atmosphere. And in fact, there
will be enormous opportunities for India—
millions and millions of jobs; a trillion-dollar
global market—in developing alternative en-
ergy sources, maximizing the use of new en-
ergy technologies, the development of fuel
for automobiles from farm sources all over
the world.

It will change the world in the next 5 years
about as much as the Internet has changed
it in the last 5, and it will do nothing but
help India. It would reduce the pressures on
your people to continue practices that lead
to soil erosion or the loss of precious species.

Yesterday I went to the Ranthambhore
National Park and I saw two magnificent
Bengal tigers, one, a vast male tiger named
Boomerang—interesting name for a tiger—
[laughter]—and the other a female tiger.
Rather like often happens, the female was
doing all the work in this setting. [Laughter]
She was stalking a herd of deer. And it was
an amazing sight to behold.

Already this year, 20 tigers have been
killed in India, even though it is not legal
to do so. All these competing economic pres-
sures. I hope all of you will help to preserve
your tiger population. It’s an important part
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of India’s heritage. But I think we all under-
stand that the stronger and more diversified
the economy gets, the easier it will be to pre-
serve the species, to preserve the environ-
ment, to restore the magnificent historical
and cultural artifacts that dot the countryside
in every part of this magnificent country.

So we have a lot at stake in this. So does
the United States. We have in Silicon Valley
alone 750 companies started by Indian-
Americans—750 in Silicon Valley alone. We
have seen the country literally transformed
because of the infusion of new talent from
people from all over the world. But we have
been especially blessed by people from India
and, indeed, from throughout South Asia.

And as I look at the world of tomorrow—
a world that I hope will be characterized by
peace and prosperity; by a genuine commit-
ment to the dignity of all people; by societies
which celebrate their ethnic, their racial,
their tribal, their religious diversity, but are
bound together by a common acceptance
that the humanity we all share is even more
important than the differences among us—
I know the world will never be that way un-
less South Asia is that way.

And I have seen in these local experiments
in India something I wish for all the world.
Yesterday, in that little village where I am
known now only for dancing not very well
with the village women, I talked to people
on the local government council who told me
that they now had 10 of their tribes and
castes represented in their local government,
that for the first time in the history of the
village, people from different groups were
regularly dining together.

Now, it seems like a little thing, but if you
consider the fact that 800,000 people, more
or less, were killed in the Rwandan tribal
wars in the space of 100 days, that a million
people were driven from their homes in
Kosovo simply because they were Muslim in
a country that was mostly Serbian and Ortho-
dox Christian, that the Irish Troubles have
been going on for 30 years, and in the Middle
East people still die because of their faith
and ethnic background, and I could go on
and on and on—it was a truly remarkable
thing to see that, in a local community in
India, people were worried about how they
could get clean water, and it didn’t matter

much what your caste or tribe was. And they
were rather proud of the fact that women
as well as men were in the government and
that their positions were, to some extent,
guaranteed. And they couldn’t even remem-
ber why they didn’t want to have dinner to-
gether anymore.

This may seem small to you, but if you
have seen people like I have seen them—
a widow in Rwanda who woke up to see her
husband and six children cut to death all
around her, just because of the tribe they
were in; if you had been in the refugee camps
that I’ve been in, in the Balkans in Bosnia
and Kosovo, to see people run out just be-
cause of their religious faith—it is not some-
thing to be lightly discarded. If you can figure
out how to take what I saw yesterday at the
village level and keep working until you reach
some sort of acceptable accommodation on
the other larger problems on this subconti-
nent, there’s no stopping you.

I really do believe that if India—and, of
course, as I said in my speech to the Par-
liament, you’ll have to make all these deci-
sions yourself. And we don’t agree on every
issue, and we shouldn’t. And friends don’t
have to agree on every issue. They just have
to have an honest relationship about it. And
then whoever is supposed to make the deci-
sion has to make the decision. But I do be-
lieve if we can lead the region—or you can—
away from the proliferation of dangerous
weapons, toward the proliferation of new
ideas, new companies, and new technologies;
away from the kind of racial and ethnic ten-
sions that we see now in the trouble spots
in South Asia, toward the sort of harmony
I saw in that little village yesterday, then the
dreams that your Chief Minister spoke of are
well within your grasp.

I believe that if we work together to turn
our common vision into common progress,
to educate our children as partners, to fight
disease as partners, to protect our environ-
ment as partners, to expand commerce as
partners, to lift the lives of the poorest among
us as partners, to fight terrorism and work
for tolerance as partners, I believe if we do
that then what Gandhi said of India so long
ago will certainly be true. He once said, ‘‘It
is my conviction that India, numbering one-
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fifth of the human race, can be a great force
of service to the whole of mankind.’’

If we have the right kind of partnership
and the best of India that I have seen in these
last few days becomes the guiding force for
all of India, then Gandhi’s cherished hope
will become the accepted reality for your
children and America’s children in this new
century.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 p.m. at the
Stock Exchange. In his remarks, he referred to
G.P. Goenka, president, Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry; Vilasrao
Deshmukh, Chief Minister of Maharashtra; Frank
G. Wisner, director and vice chairman, external
affairs, American International Group, Inc.; Rich-
ard F. Celeste, U.S. Ambassador to India; and
Naresh Chandra, Indian Ambassador to the
United States.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

March 18
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Aviano Air Base, Italy, arriving the following
morning.

March 19
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Hugo
Chavez of Venezuela from Aviano Air Base.
Later, he traveled to New Delhi, India.

March 20
In the morning, the President traveled to

Dhaka, Bangladesh.
In the evening, the President met sepa-

rately with Bangladesh National Party oppo-
sition leader Khaleda Zia and President Jus-
tice Shahabuddin Ahmed at the Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel. Later, he returned to New
Delhi, India.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lawrence George Rossin to be
Ambassador to Croatia.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Nuria I. Fernandez to be Adminis-
trator at the Federal Transit Administration.

The President announced his intention to
nominate John A. White to be a member of
the National Science Board.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Bruce Sundlun to be a member
of the National Security Education Board.

The President announced that Secretary
of Health and Human Services Donna
Shalala appointed 10 members of the Presi-
dential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS.

March 21
In the morning, the President participated

in a wreath-laying and tree-planting cere-
mony at the Gandhi Memorial at Rajghat
Samadhi.

In the evening, the President met with
President Kircheril Narayanan in the North
Drawing Room at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Arthur C. Campbell to be Assistant
Secretary for Economic Development at the
Department of Commerce.

The White House announced that the
President will travel to Muscat, Oman, to
meet with His Majesty Sultan Qaboos bin
Said on March 25.

March 22
In the afternoon, the President traveled to

Agra, India, and in the evening, he traveled
to Jaipur, India.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Gordon S. Heddell to be Inspector
General for the Department of Labor.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Ella Wong-Rusinko to be Alternate
Federal Co-Chair of the Appalachian Re-
gional Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Julio F. Mercado to be Deputy
Administrator of the Drug Enforcement
Administration at the Department of Justice.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Nancy K. Hatamiya as a member of
the Parents Advisory Council on Youth Drug
Abuse.
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