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all beneficiaries. This report makes clear that
uninsured seniors not only lack prescription
drug coverage but also are denied the signifi-
cant discounts and rebates that those with
coverage receive. This price gap is wide and
growing. It’s time to level the playing field
for both coverage and prices for all of Amer-
ica’s seniors.

Although the HHS report provides the
most comprehensive analysis to date on pre-
scription drugs, there is still much that needs
to be learned and conveyed to the general
public and to policymakers on this important
issue. For this reason, I am also announcing
that the administration will hold a national
conference this summer on drug pricing and
discounting practices and their impact on
Medicare beneficiaries and pharmaceutical
innovation. I believe this conference will help
us determine how the best purchasing and
quality improvement practices from the pri-
vate sector can be incorporated into a Medi-
care prescription benefit.

I am encouraged that there is growing sup-
port from both parties to address the pre-
scription drug cost and coverage problems
that burden our Nation’s seniors and people
with disabilities. As today’s report makes
clear, the challenge of prescription drug cov-
erage for the uninsured and underinsured
Medicare populations is one that afflicts mil-
lions of beneficiaries of every age and income
level. However, we must make certain that
any legislative proposal is more than a benefit
in name only. As I have said repeatedly, the
only way this issue can be adequately
remedied is through a Medicare drug benefit
that is voluntary, affordable, accessible, and
administered competitively, using the most
successful private practices to negotiate dis-
counts on behalf of seniors. It should be en-
acted in the context of broader reform that
modernizes and strengthens the program. I
believe that the release of today’s report
shows how vital it is to reach this goal.
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Statement on the Announcement of a
Summit Meeting Between South
Korea and North Korea

April 10, 2000

I welcome the announcement that the Re-
public of Korea and the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea will hold a historic first
summit in June. Direct dialog between the
two Koreas is something we have long advo-
cated and is fundamental to solving the prob-
lems of the Korean Peninsula. This an-
nouncement is testimony to the wisdom and
long-term vision of President Kim Dae-jung’s
engagement policy. I congratulate both lead-
ers on their decision to meet.

Statement on the Greek Legislative
Elections

April 10, 2000

I congratulate Konstandinos Simitis, Prime
Minister of the Hellenic Republic, and his
PASOK party for their victory in the Greek
legislative elections on April 9. I also applaud
Konstandinos Karamanlis and the New De-
mocracy Party for running a fine campaign.
The elections demonstrated yet again the
vitality of democracy in the land of its birth
and should serve as an example to the rest
of the world.

The election results and the debates fos-
tered by the campaign show a broad con-
sensus in favor of the course Greece has cho-
sen: economic prosperity at home and fuller
integration with the European Union; leader-
ship in building stability in the Balkans and
southeastern Europe; improved relations
with Turkey; and progress toward a just and
lasting settlement on Cyprus. On these and
other issues, the United States pledges its
continuing support and cooperation.
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Proclamation 7290—National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week, 2000

April 10, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

This week marks the 20th anniversary of
National Crime Victims™ Rights Week. Over
the past two decades, we have made enor-
mous progress in our efforts to build safer
communities and to reshape our criminal jus-
tice system so that it better protects victims’
rights and responds more compassionately to
their needs.

In the 7 years since I first proclaimed Na-
tional Crime Victims’ Rights Week, my Ad-
ministration has worked hard to achieve
some of the most progressive criminal justice
reforms in our Nation’s history. Recognizing
the urgent plea from millions of Americans
to restore safety and security to their neigh-
borhoods, in 1994 I signed into law the Vio-
lent Crime Control and Law Enforcement
Act, which funds 100,000 additional police
officers to fight crime and protect our citi-
zens. In Federal court cases, this law also
gives victims of violent crime and sexual
abuse the right to speak out in court before
sentencing, providing them the opportunity
to describe the impact such victimization has
had on their lives. To help protect our com-
munities from gun violence, we enacted the
Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act, re-
quiring background checks for potential
handgun purchasers. Since its passage, more
than 500,000 attempted gun purchases by
felons, fugitives, and other prohibited per-
sons have been prevented, saving an untold
number of lives. And we worked to pass the
assault weapons ban to keep these deadly
firearms off our streets.

We also fought to pass the Violence
Against Women Act, which addresses the
complex dynamics of gender-motivated vio-
lence and seeks to ensure justice for women
who live in daily fear for their safety and
often for their lives. By providing support
services for victims of domestic violence and
sexual assault and empowering prosecutors
with new tools to target offenders, we have
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sent a clear message that our society will not
tolerate violence against women.

Thanks to the concerted efforts of crime
victims’ advocates, many of whom are sur-
vivors themselves, government at all levels
is focused on ensuring victims’ rights. Today,
all States have enacted laws safeguarding
crime victims’ rights in the criminal justice
process, and 32 States have amended their
constitutions accordingly.

Despite this progress, millions of Ameri-
cans still fall prey to criminals each year. In
the past year alone, gun violence alone has
taken an enormous toll across our Nation.
To address this, my Administration has pro-
posed the 21st Century Policing Initiative to
provide 50,000 more police officers for our
streets, requested more funding for our Safe
Schools/Healthy Students Initiative to reduce
school and youth violence, and put forth the
largest national gun enforcement initiative in
our Nation’s history. I continue to call on the
Congress to strengthen our Nation’s hate
crime laws and to pass commonsense gun
legislation to keep guns out of the wrong
hands; and we should pass the Victims’
Rights Amendment to the Constitution.

Criminal victimization is at its lowest level
in 25 years, but we can do more. As we ob-
serve National Crime Victims® Rights Week,
as we near the {ifth anniversary of the tragic
bombing in Oklahoma City and the first anni-
versary of the shooting at Columbine High
School, let us vow to continue working to-
gether to prevent crime and violence. Let us
also pledge to honor the needs and rights
of victims whose lives have been forever al-
tered by crime. And let us recognize the
courage and determination of the thousands
of men and women across our country who
dedicate themselves daily to the protection
of victims’ rights.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 9 to April
15, 2000, as National Crime Victims™ Rights
Week. I urge all Americans to remember
crime victims and their families by working
to reduce violence, to assist those harmed
by crime, and to make our communities and
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